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A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  
I  would l i k e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  s t a f f  
a t  t h e  E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e  i n  S a l e m ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  t h a n k  t h e  
d i r e c t o r ,  B y r a n t  T o l i e s ,  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  g u o t e  f rom t h e i r  
m a n u s c r i p t  c o l l e c t i o n s .  Fo r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  l o c a t i n g  l o c a l  
m a t e r i a l s ,  I  am g r a t e f u l  t o  E l i z a b e t h  Newton,  c u r a t o r  o f  t h e  
W h i p p l e  House  i n  I p s w i c h ;  Mary C o n l e y  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  
H i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y ;  Mrs -  E v e r e t t  B i l l i n g s  o f  K i t t e r y  P o i n t ;  
t h e  R e v e r e n d  Mr. J a m e s  C h r i s t e n s e n  o f  S o u t h  B e r w i c k ;  M r s .  
F e l i z  D e V i t o  o f  t h e  L a d y  P e p p e i r e l l  House  a t  K i t t e r y ;  
E l i z a b e t h  B a r k e r  and  M a r g a r e t  K i m b a l l  o f  t h e  Warner  House  i n  
P o r t s m o u t h ;  and  P a u l  W i l d e r s o n ,  f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  New 
H a m p s h i r e  S t a t e  A r c h i v e s -
F o r  h e l p  w i t h  r e s e a r c h  e x p e n s e s ,  I  am g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  
Woodrow W i l s o n  N a t i o n a l  F e l l o w s h i p  F o u n d a t i o n  an d  t h e  F r o s t  
F un d ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e .
F o r  c r i t i c i s m ,  m o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  and  good i d e a s  I  am 
i n d e b t e d  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  H i s t o r y  999 a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Ka ren  A n d r e s o n ,
S t e v e  C o x ,  Hay W i l b u r ,  Chuck w e t h e r e l l ,  and S t u a r t  W a l l a c e .
I  owe a s p e c i a l  d e b t  t o  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  my d i s s e r t a t i o n  
c o m m i t t e e ,  C h a r l e s  E- C l a r k ,  whose s e m i n a r  on t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g  o f  e a r l y  A m e r i c a ,  wh ich  I  t o o k  when a 
g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  i n  E n g l i s h ,  r e i n f o r c e d  my g r o w i n g  i n t e r e s t  
i n  h i s t o r y  a n d  who f i r s t  s u g g e s t e d  what  seemed a t  t h e  t i m e
iv
an awesome c h a n g e  i n  d i r e c t i o n -  T h r o u g h o u t  my g r a d u a t e  
p r o g r a m ,  he h a s  b e e n  a s y m p a t h e t i c  an d  p a t i e n t  g u i d e  and a 
p e r c e p t i v e  c r i t i c -  I  h a v e  been  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r t u n a t e  i n  
h a v i n g  a h e l p f u l  a s  w e l l  a s  an  i n t e r e s t e d  s u p p o r t i n g  
c o m m i t t e e -  D a r r e t t  R u t m a n ,  who a s  c c - d i r e c t o r  o f  H i s t o r y  
999 h a s  b e e n  c l o s e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o j e c t  f r om t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  h a s  o f f e r e d  r i g o r o u s  c r i t i c i s m  a nd  g e n e r o u s  
p r a i s e ,  b o t h  o f  them when n e e d e d -  R o b e r t  Mennel  and  J u d i t h  
S i l v e r  h a v e  b e e n  good f r i e n d s  a s  w e l l  a s  a c u t e  r e a d e r s -  1 
am a l s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  J a m e s  G a r v i n ,  o f  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a nd  l i a ry  Ma p l e s  Dunn ,  o f  Bryn Mawr 
C o l l e g e ,  who h a v e  s e r v e d  a s  o u t s i d e  r e a d e r s -  None o f  t h e s e  
p e r s o n s  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o s e d  l e t t e r s  o r  t h e  
f l a b b y  t h i n k i n g  w h i c h  r e n a i n .
My h u s b a n d ,  G a i l ,  and  my c h i l d r e n ,  K a r l ,  M e l i n d a ,  
N a t h a n ,  T h a t c h e r ,  a n d  Amy h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  s t u d y  i n  " r o l e  d e f i n i t i o n 11 i n  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  
a s  I  h a v e  s t r u g g l e d  t o  p r o d u c e  a book -  G a i l  h a s  a l w a y s  be en  
a " k i n d  h u s b a n d "  and  " t e n d e r  f a t h e r , n b u t  i n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s ,  
he  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  a  " d e p u t y  w i f e "  a s  w e l l -  K a r l  h a s  become 
a b e t t e r  c o o k ,  M e l i n d a  a t e t t e r  s e a m s t r e s s ,  T h a t c h e r  a 
b e t t e r  h o u s e k e e p e r ,  a n d  Amy a t e t t e r  n e i g h b o r  t h a n  I -  
Na th an  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  b e t t e r  c o m p u t e r  p r o g r a m m e r ,  now he 
i s  a b e t t e r  t y p i s t  a s  w e l l -  I n  r e c e n t  m o n t h s ,  he  h a s  o f t e n  
b e e n  a " d e p u t y  w i f e "  a s  w e l l .  He may be  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
v
some o f  t h e  t r a n s p o s e d  l e t t e r s ,  b u t  he mus t  a l s o  t a k e  c r e d i t  
f o r  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  s a n i t y  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  i n  t h e  l a s t  s t a g e s  
o f  a n  o v e r w h e l m i n g  p r o j e c t .
v i
L i s t  o f  A b b r e v i a t i o n s
E s s e x I n s t i t u t e  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s
R e c o r d s  and  F i l e s  o f  t h e  Q u a r t e r l v  
C o u r t s  o f  E s s e x  c o u n t y ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 9 
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H a l t e r  Goodwin D a v i s ,  A Ge n e a l o g i c a l  
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by
LAOREL TBA1CHER ULRICH 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  Hay,  1980 
T h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e ,  s e x u a l ,  and 
p u b l i c  r o l e s  o f  m a r r i e d  women l i v i n g  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  New 
H a m p s h i r e  an d  t h e  two M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c o u n t i e s  wh ich  b o r d e r e d  
i t ,  E s s e x  Cou n t y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and York C o u n t y  (now Maine)  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t .  B e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  no f e m a l e  d i a r i e s  f o r  
t h e  p e r i o d  and  f ew l e t t e r s ,  t h e  s t u d y  d e p e n d s  upon an 
a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  e v i d e n c e  f rom c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  a c c o u n t  b o o k s ,  
p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  
e m b r o i d e r i e s ,  g r a v e s t o n e s ,  g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e c o r d s ,  c a p t i v i t y  
n a r r a t i v e s ,  s e r m o n s ,  a n d  t h e  l e t t e r s  and  d i a r i e s  o f  h u s b a n d s  
and  s o n s .
The  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  o r g a n i z e d  a r o u n d  t h r e e  B i b l i c a l  
a r c h e t y p e s  f r e q u e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d .  
" B a t h s h e b a ” e x p l o r e s  t h e  d i s t i n c t  and o f t e n  c o m p e t i n g  r o l e s  
o f  h o u s e w i f e  and d e p u t y  h u s b a n d ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  i t  was n o t  
t h e  work wh ic h  w i v e s  p e r f o r m e d  which m a t t e r e d  so  much a s  t h e  
s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h a t  work .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a t
l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y  p e r f o r m  male  work was a k e y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  w i v e s ,  e c o n o m i c  power  was a l w a y s  c o n t i n g e n t  upon p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s -  f o r  m o s t  women t h e  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  o f  
p r o d u c t i v e  l i f e  was i n  t h e i r  k i t c h e n s  a n d  y a r d s ,  t h o u g h  
i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  women was c r u c i a l  i n  d e f i n i n g  and  
e n f o r c i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
" E v e "  e x a m i n e s  t h e  s e x u a l  and  r e p r o d u c t i v e  r o l e s  o f  
c o n s o r t s  and m o t h e r s ,  n o t i n g  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  e l e m e n t s  i n  f o l k ,  
P u r i t a n ,  and g e n t e e l  i m a g e s  o f  f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y .  Th rough  
t h e i r  r o l e s  a s  m i d w i v e s ,  h e l p f u l  n e i g h b o r s ,  and  g o s s i p s  e v e n  
more  t h a n  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f o r m a l  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
c o u n t y  c o u r t s ,  women u p h e l d  s e x u a l  m o r e s  i n  e a r l y  Amer i can  
c o m m u n i t i e s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  r o l e s  o f  " f a i r  c o n s o r t "  and  
" g o d l y  m o t h e r "  u n d e r m i n e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d e n i g r a t i o n  of  
E v e ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  d e n y  t h e  p h y s i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  women,  
i d e a l i z i n g  b o t h  s e x u a l  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  and  b i o l o g i c a l  
f r u i t f u l n e s s .
" J a e l "  l o o k s  a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  f r o n t i e r  h e r o i n e  a s  i t  
d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  H e t a c o m ’ s  
R e b e l l i o n  and  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  and  I n d i a n  wa r s  o f  t h e  l a t e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .  When t h e  
f i g h t i n g  v i r a g o e s ,  g o d l y  c a p t i v e s ,  and  s a i n t l y  w i v e s  o f  t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  p l a c e d  i n  a l a r g e r  c o n t e x t ,  t h e y  p o i n t  t o w a r d  
l i m i t e d  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  f e m a l e  a g g r e s s i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  New
E n g l a n d  a s  w e l l  a s  s t r o n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  r e l i g i o n ,
(
ix
t h o u g h  n o t  a l w a y s  i n  t h e  fo rm  d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  m i n i s t r y - 
Th e  s t a t u s  o f  women i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d  was n o t  
d e t e r m i n e d  by  w or k ,  b y  P u r i t a n i s m ,  o r  by a f r o n t i e r  s e t t i n g ,  
b u t  by t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a s e r i e s  o f  comp lex  
r o l e s — h o u s e w i f e ,  d e p u t y  h u s b a n d ,  c o n s o r t ,  m o t h e r ,  m i s t r e s s ,  
n e i g h b o r ,  an d  C h r i s t i a n -
He re  l y e s  
A Worthy  Ma t ron  o f  u n s p o t t e d  l i f e ,
A l o v i n g  M o t h e r  and  o b e d i e n t  w i f e ,
A f r i e n d l y  N e i g h b o r ,  p i t i f u l  t o  p o o r ,
Whom o f t  s h e  f e d ,  and c l o t h e d  w i t h  h e r  s t o r e ;  
To S e r v a n t s  w i s e l y  a w e f u l ,  b u t  y e t  k i n d .
And a s  t h e y  d i d ,  s o  t h e y  r e w a r d  d i d  f i n d ;
A t r u e  I n s t r u c t o r  o f  h e r  F a m i l y ,
The w h i c h  s h e  o r d e r e d  w i t h  d e x t e r i t y .
The pub l i c k  m e e t i n g s  e v e r  d i d  f r e q u e n t ,
And i n  h e r  C l o s e t  c o n s t a n t  h o u r s  s h e  s p e n t ;  
R e l i g i o u s  i n  a l l  h e r  words  a n d  way es ,  
P r e p a r i n g  s t i l l  f o r  d e a t h ,  t i l l  end  o f  d a y e s ;  
Of a l l  h e r  C h i l d r e n ,  C h i l d r e n  l i v « d  t o  s e e ,  
Then  d y i n g ,  l e f t  a b l e s s e d  m eu ory ,
Anne B r a d s t r e e t ,  1643
1
I n t r o d u c t i o n  
Good H i v e s ,  1650 - 17 50
On T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g  s h e  had  r i s e n  i n  good  h e a l t h -  Bu t  
b e f o r e  d i n n e r ,  s e i z e d  w i t h  wha t  f e l t  l i k e  a g a s  p a i n  i n  h e r  
c h e s t ,  s h e  h a d  g o n e  t o  bed-  By n oon  o f  t h e  n e x t  da y ,  when 
t h e  d o c t o r  a r r i v e d ,  s h e  was i n  ag ony -  Though  h i s  c o r d i a l s  
e a s e d  t h e  p a i n ,  s h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l a n g u i s h -  Seven  d a y s  
l a t e r ,  on December  2 7 ,  1643 a t  s i x  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  
Do ro th y  Dud ley  d i e d - [1 ]
S h e  had  been  a  good w i f e ,  o b e d i e n t  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  
l o v i n g  t o  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  k i n d  t c  h e r  n e i g h b o r s ,  d u t i f u l  t o  
h e r  s e r v a n t s ,  and  a s  h e r  d a u g h t e r  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  e x p r e s s e d  
i t ,  " r e l i g i o u s  i n  a l l  h e r  words  an d  w a y e s - " [ 2 J  When Thomas 
Dudley s a t  down t o  w r i t e  t h e  news o f  h e r  d e a t h  t c  a n o t h e r  
d a u g h t e r ,  Mercy W o o d b r i d g e ,  h e  c o n f e s s e d  h i m s e l f  " m e l t e d  
w i t h  s o r r o w - "  Y e t  he  was composed  en o ug h  t o  r e i t e r a t e  a l l  
t h e s e  g u a l i t i e s  i n  a  l o n g  p a s s a g e  o f  a d v i c e -  Be r e m i n d e d  
Mercy t h a t  s h e  c o u l d  h c n c r  h e r  m o th e r  b e s t  by  i m i t a t i n g  h e r  
v i r t u e s ,  " f o r  b e l e e v e  i t  a t  t h e  t y me  o f  p a r t i n g e ,  n o t h i n g  
w i l l  l y e  s o e  h e a v y  a s  o m i s s i o n  o f  d u t y  t o  t h o s e  wee p a r t  
w i t h a l l  n c r  n o t h i n g  c c m f c r t  mere  t h a n  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  
i t - " [ 3 ]  F i f t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  M e r c y ' s  own c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  
c o m f o r t  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  h e r  d e a t h  by r e p e a t i n g  t h e  f a m i l i a r
3p r o m i s e -  A c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e i r  m o t h e r ’ s  g o o d n e s s ,  t h e y  
p r o m i s e d  t o  " t r e a d  i n  h e r  s t e p s . " [ 4 ]
T w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  r e a d e r s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  a p p r o a c h  s u c h  
p i e t i e s  w i t h  i m p a t i e n c e  i f  n e t  w i t h  c y n i c i s m -  When we r e a d  
on a g r a v e s t o n e  t h a t  a  woman was " E m i n e n t  f o r  H o l i n e s s ,
P r a y e r f u l l n e s s ,  W a t c h f u l l n e s s ,  Z e a l ,  P r u d e n c e ,  S i n c e r i t y ,  
H u m i l i t y ,  M e e k n e s s ,  P a t i e n c e ,  Weanednes s  From ye  Wor ld ,  
S e l f - d e n i a l ,  P u b l i c k - S p i r i t e d r e s s .  D i l i g e n c e ,  F a i t h f u l n e s s  & 
C h a r i t y , "  we s m i l e . [ 5 ]  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  us  t o  a p p r o a c h  
a wor ld  i n  which n e i t h e r  i n n o v a t i o n  n o r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  was 
c e l e b r a t e d ,  i n  w h i ch  t h e  r i c h  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e  were  
w i l l f u l l y  r e d u c e d  t o  f o r m u l a i c  a b s t r a c t i o n -  Yet  t h e  p u r p o s e  
o f  an  e p i t a p h  was n o t  t o  commemora te  t h e  women ' s  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  b u t  t o  t r a n s c e n d  i t -  A poem p i n n e d  t o  a b i e r  
o r  an i n s c r i p t i o n  c a r v e d  i n  s t o n e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  hope  t h a t  
a t  t h e  moment o f  d e a t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  became  t h e  e t e r n a l -
"Womans t h e  c e n t r e  £ t h e  l i n e s  a r e  m e n , "  young  S e a b o r n  
C o t t o n  w r o t e  i n  h i s  common p lac e  boc k  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 6 5 0 ' s .
The s e x u a l  c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e t a p h o r  mus t  f i r s t  hav e  
a t t r a c t e d  t h i s  s c h o o l b o y  c o p y i s t -  Ye t  i t s  mea n in g  had a 
l a r g e r  r e s o n a n c e -  As w i v e s  a n d  m o t h e r s ,  women h a v e  been  
s e e n  as  c u s t o d i a n s  o f  p e r p e t u i t y -  "Look  t o  my l i t t l e  b a b e s  
my d e a r  r e m a i n s , "  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  h ad  w r i t t e n  a s  s h e  
c o n t e m p l a t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  c f  h e r  own d e a t h - [ 6 ]  I n  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  w o r l d ,  c h i l d r e n  l i n k e d  p a s t  a nd  f u t u r e  i n  t h e  v e r y
4names w h i c h  t r e y  b o r e .  T h r e e  o f  D o r o t h y  D u d l e y * s  f i v e  
c h i l d r e n  c a b l e d  a  d a u g h t e r  f a r  t h e i r  m o t h e r ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 
t r a d i t i o n  unbroke.  a f o r  s e r e  t h a n  a c e n t u r y ,  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  a 
few m i l e s  c f  rach.  o t h e r  i n  New Ha m ps h i r e  i n  1 7 0 0 ,  we re  t h r e e  
g r e a t  g r a n d d a  a g , c t e r s ,  D o r o t h y  S m i t h ,  D o r o t h y  G i l m a n ,  and  
Dor o t hy  Leavi r .  D o r o t h y  S a i t h  had no c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  h e r  
s i s t e r  Mercy named t h r e e  f cabi es  " D o r o t h y "  b e f o r e  one 
s u r v i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  month  o f  l i f e .  Her b r o t h e r ,  Jo h n  C o t t o n ,  
b a p t i z e d  h i s  oan  D o r o t h y  i n  J u l y  o f  1693.  T h i s  Do ro thy  ga v e  
b i r t h  t o  a s i x t h  g e n e r a t i o n  namesake  i n  A p r i l  o f  1722,  a 
Dor o t hy  who l i r r d  t o  b e a r  a n o t h e r  i n  1 7 45 ,  one h u n d r e d  y e a r s  
a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  f i r s t . [ 7 ]
I n  a v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e ,  w ives  an d  m o t h e r s  have  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f i x e d  c i r c l e  c£ human h i s t o r y ,  a p r esumed  
c o u n t e r w e i g h t  t o  t h e  moving l i n e  which  t r a c e s  t h e  f o u n d i n g  
o f  t h e  c o m m o n w e a l t h s  o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i d e a s .  S e a b o r n  
C o t t o n * s  l i t t l e  b ook  c a n  be s e e n  a s  an e x t e n d e d  comm en ta ry  
on t h i s  theme.,, " C i r c l e s  draw many l i n e s  u n t o  t h e  C e n t r e /  
b u t  l o v e  g i v e s  l e a v e  t o  o n e l y  one  t o  e n t e r , "  he  w r o t e  j u s t  
b e f o r e  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  D o r o t h y  H r a d s t r e e t ,  D o r o t h y  D u d l e y ' s  
g r a n d d a u g h t e r .  I n  t h e  c r a m ped  p a g e s  c f  h i s  b o o k ,  c o l l e g e  
b a l l a d s  a b r u p t l y  g a v e  way t c  g e n e a l o g i c a l  e n t r i e s  i n  a 
r e c o r d  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  From S e a b o r n  an d  
Do ro t h y  C o t t o n ' s  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  horn November 21 ,  1655,  t o  t h e  
l a s t  c h i l d  o f  t h e i r  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  D o r o t h y  G c c k i n ,  b o r n
5Augu s t  10 ,  1 7 3 4 ,  t h e r e  a r e  more  t h a n  two  d o z e n  t e r s e  
e n t r i e s .  On ly  s u b t l e  c h a n g e s  i t  h a n d w r i t i n g  mark t h e  
t r a n s i t i o n  f  rom one ’ c y c l e  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r - [ 8 ]
I n  1750 a s  i n  1 6 5 0 ,  women i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g la n d  
r o c k e d  c r a d l e s ,  s t i r r e d  t h e i r  i r o n  p e t s ,  a nd  t u r n e d  t h e  
g r e a t  wooden w h e e l s  which  ha v e  come t o  s y m b o l i z e  t h e  
p i c t u r e s g u e  monotony o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Y e t  c h a n g e  p e r m e a t e d  
t h e  e x t e r i o r  l i f e  o f  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
b e tw ee n  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  E o r o t h y  C o t t o n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  h e r  g r e a t  
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  D o r o t h y  Gook in  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h -  I n  t h a t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  n o r t h  o f  
Bos to n  e x p e r i e n c e d  p o l i t i c a l  u p h e a v a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  c o n f l i c t ,  
and  f o u r  d e v a s t a t i n g  w a r s .  The c o a s t a l  t o w n s  grew f rom 
f r o n t i e r  c u t p o s t s  t o  p r o s p e r i n g  l i n k s  i n  an i m p e r i a l  t r a d e  
n e t w o r k ,  and by 1750 i n  t h e  r e m o t e  " e a s t e r n  p a r t s "  t i n y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  ha d  b e gu n  t o  s p r i n k l e  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  
Even on t h e  d o m e s t i c  an d  p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  t h e  l a n d s c a p e  had  
a l t e r e d .  The t w o - r o o a  h o u s e s  c f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
b u i l t  f a c i n g  s o u t h  w i t h  one rccm o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  d o u b l e d  i n  
s p a c e  an d  a c g u i r e d  l e a n t o s ,  w h i l e  o v e n s  moved f rom t h e  
d o o r y a r d  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  an i m p r o v e d  k i t c h e n  f i r e p l a c e .
A f t e r  1 7 0 0 ,  c h i c k e n s  an d  s h e e p  m u l t i p l i e d  i n  t owns  l i k e  
H a v e r h i l l  and  Dover  an< d e c l i n e d  i n  p o r t s  l i k e  Sa lem and 
P o r t s m o u t h .  M i n i s t e r s  a c g u i r e d  w i g s ,  m e e t i n g  h o u s e s
6a c q u i r e d  s t e e p l e s ,  a n d  e l a b o r a t e  c a r v e d  g r a v e s t o n e s  r e p l a c e d  
t h e  r u d e  g r a n i t e  b o u l d e r s  o r  wooden f e n c e  r a i l s  which  m ark ed  
t h e  g r a v e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s .
H i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  c f  t h e s e  c h a n g e s .  They h a v e  
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  F r a n c e  and E n g l a n d  wh ich  
d o m i n a t e d  t h e  e x t e r i o r  l i f e  o f  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s  
an d  c r e a t e d  h a v o c  f o r  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  n o r t h ;  t h e y  h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  c o n f l i c t i n g  p r o p r i e t o r y  
c l a i m s  w i t h i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o l o n i e s ,  t h e  b o u n d a r y  d i s p u t e s  
be tw ee n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  an d  New H a m p s h i r e ,  and  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
and  e c o n o m i c  c o n q u e s t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t s  by  t h e  Bay 
Co l o ny ;  t h e y  have  b e g un  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t o  e x a m in e  i n  d e t a i l  
t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t s  o f  t o w n s  and  p a r i s h e s ,  t o  e x p l o r e  
commonplace  b u t  l i t t l e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s p e c t s  o f  m a t e r i a l  
c u l t u r e ,  t o  q u a n t i f y  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  e x p l o s i o n  which  i n  p a r t  
f u e l e d  t h e  d y n a m i c  c h a n g e s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  But  
a s  y e t  t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  women who 
s t o o d  a t  t h e  Mf i x e d  c i r c l e ” o f  l i f e  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s .
T h i s  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  f o r  t h e  c h o r e  f a c i n g  t h e  
h i s t o r i a n  who would w r i t e  o f  f e m a l e  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  c o l o n i a l  
Amer ica  i s  no  l e s s  t h a n  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  p r o c e s s  by  which 
f l e s h  and  b l o o d  women became  "good w i v e s , "  t h a t  i s  t o  
somehow r e d i s c o v e r  t h e  v a r i e g a t e d  h um an i t y  s u b m e r g e d  i n  t h e  
i d e a l .  What  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i d  i t  mean t o  be a " l o v i n g  
m o t h e r , "  an " o b e d i e n t  w i f e , "  and a " f r i e n d l y  N e i g h b o r " ?
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8Women c o o k e d .  They  s p u n  wool-  Bu t  what  e l s e  d i d  t h e y  do 
w i t h  t h e i r  d a y s ?  What were  t h e  c o n c r e t e  r e a l i t i e s  of  t h e i r  
l i v e s  i n  n o r t h e r n  Mew E n g l a n d ?  How d i d  t h e s e  d i f f e r  f r o m  
men?
On t h e  s u r f a c e  i t  i s  c b v i c u s  t h a t  some a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y  c a r r i e d  g e n d e r  l a b e l s  and  some d i d  n o t .
Hen were  e l e c t e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a s s e m b l i e s -  Women n u r s e d  
b a b i e s -  Both  men and  women e x p e r i e n c e d  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v e r s i o n  
and  I n d i a n  c a p t i v i t y -  Few n e u t e r s  c f  e i t h e r  s e x  w ro t e  
p o e t r y -  l e t  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e r  o u t l i n e s ,  t h e  p a t t e r n s  a r e  
f a r  f r o m  c l e a r -  The f i r s t  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  h a s  b e e n  t o  r e c o v e r  l o s t  d e t a i l -  At  f i r s t  g l a n c e  
t h i s  a p p e a r e d  f o r m i d a b l e .  I h e  a r c h i v e s  c o n t a i n  no  f e m a l e  
d i a r i e s  w r i t t e n  i n  New E n g l a n d  b e f o r e  1750 and  few f e m a l e  
l e t t e r s -  Among, p u b l i s h e d  works  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t h e  b r i e f  
' • V a l e d i c t o r y  and  M o n i t o r y  W r i t i n g "  o f  S a r a h  Good hue ,  t h e  
c a p t i v i t y  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  Mary B c w l a n d s o n  a n d ' E l i z a b e t h  
Ha n se n ,  a n d  t h e  p o e t r y  o f  Anne E r a d s t r e e t -  Yet  s i g n i f i c a n t  
e v i d e n c e  of  f e m a l e  l i f e  l a y  b u r i e d  i n  a mass  o f  m a t e r i a l s  
c r e a t e d  f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s — s e r m o n s ,  a c c o u n t  b o o k s ,  p r o b a t e  
i n v e n t o r i e s ,  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s ,  c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  a n d  t h e  p r i v a t e  
p a p e r s  o f  h u s b a n d s  a n d  s o n s .  A m a j o r  t a s k  o f  t h i s  
d i s s e r t a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  t o  s i f t  o u t  t h a t  m a t e r i a l ,  f r a g m e n t  by 
f r a g m e n t -
9The s e c o n d  o b j e c t i v e ,  no l e s s  d i f f i c u l t ,  h a s  been  t o  
d i s c o v e r  an u n d e r l y i n g  o r d e r  i n  t h e  c o l o r f u l ,  b u t  o f t e n  
p u z z l i n g ,  m i s c e l l a n y  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d .  The m a j o r  a n a l y t i c a l  
t o o l  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  h a s  b e e n  " r o l e  a n a l y s i s - " I n  t h e  
s o c i o l o g i s t ' s  j a r g o n ,  a r o l e  i s  " t h e  sum t o t a l  o f  t h e  
c u l t u r e  p a t t e r n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t u s .  I t  
t h u s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  a t t i t u d e s ,  v a l u e s  and  b e h a v i o r  a s c r i b e d  by  
t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  an y  a n d  a l l  p e r s o n s  o c c u p y i n g  t h i s  s t a t u s . "  
R o l e  a n a l y s i s  h a s  b o t h  n o r m a t i v e  and  b e h a v i o r a l  d i m e n s i o n s .
A s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  s t u d y i n g  t h e  r o l e  of  h o u s e w i f e  i n  
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  A m e r i c a  m i g h t  a sk  a g r o u p  o f  women wha t  
t a s k s  t h e y  f e l t  w i v e s  s h o u l d  p e r f o r m  a s  w e l l  a s  wha t  j o b s  
t h e y  a c t u a l l y  d i d  d a i l y ,  w e e k l y ,  o r  m o n t h l y .  Such a s t u d y  
would f o c u s  n o t  j u s t  on c u l t u r a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e  a b s t r a c t  
" r o l e , "  b u t  a l s o  on " r o l e  p e r f o r m a n c e , "  on how p e o p l e  
b e h a v e d .  But  i t  m i g h t  go f u r t h e r ,  a s k i n g  women "how 
s u c c e s s f u l  do you b e l i e v e  you have  be en  i n  manag ing  t h e  
f a m i l y  b u d g e t "  o r  "how d o e s  i t  make you f e e l  when you f a i l  
t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s h e e t s  w e e k l y ? "  I t  i s  t h e n  m e a s u r i n g  su c h  
f a c t o r s  a s  " r o l e  s a t i s f a c t i o n "  and  " r o l e  s t r a i n . "  I f  s u c h  a 
g u e s t i o n n a i r e  we r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  s i m i l a r  g r o u p s  o f  women 
a t  i n t e r v a l s  of  t e n  o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o r  e v e n  g i v e n  a t  t h e  
same t i m e  t o  women c f  d i f f e r e n t  a g e s ,  i t  would  mea su r e  " r o l e  
c h a n g e "  and wou l d  t h u s  a c g u i r e  an h i s t o r i c a l  d i m e n s i o n . [ 9 ]
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O b v i o u s l y  a s t u d e n t  o f  women i n  s e v e n t e e n t h  and 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d  c a n n o t  a d m i n i s t e r  
q u e s t i o n a i r e s .  An e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  l i f e  i n  p r e - m o d e r n  
Amer i ca  {and p r o b a b l y  i n  any  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g )  i s  
i m p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  a l i b e r a l  and  u n s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
o f  h i n t s  and h u n c h e s .  One s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i s  t o  
c o n c e n t r a t e  upon n a r r o w l y  d e f i n e d  p r o b l e m s  wh ich  w i l l  y i e l d  
t o  p r e c i s e  m ea su r e m e n t , ,  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  f e r t i l i t y  o r  
i n h e r i t a n c e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  T h i s  k i n d  o f  s t u d y  o f t e n  y i e l d s  
e x t r e m e l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  d a t a ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  some n o t i o n  
o f  what  c h i l d b e a r i n g  o r  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  p r o p e r t y  meant  t o  
women i n  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t c  know what  t o  
make o f  t h e i r  a b u n d a n t  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n  one  a r e a  a nd  t h e i r  
o b v i o u s  d i s a b i l i t y  i r  t h e  o t h e r .  I s  i t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e  
t h a t  " c o n s t a n t  c h i l d b e a r i n g  was d e b i l i t a t i n g "  a s  one  
h i s t o r i a n  h a s  c l a i m e d ?  I t  i s  e a s y  t c  p e r c e i v e  t h e  " l a c k  o f  
o p t i o n s "  i n  t h e  l i v e s  c f  c o l o n i a l  wcmen, b u t  w i t h o u t  making 
some e f f o r t  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  u n s p o k e n  a s s u m p t i o n s  wh ich  
g o v e r n e d  t h e i r  w o r l d  we c an  d e r i v e  l i t t l e  mean ing  f rom a 
s t u d y  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s . [ 1 0 ]
R o l e  a n a l y s i s  c a n n o t  be a p p l i e d  w i t h  s c i e n t i f i c  
p r e c i s i o n ,  b u t  a s  a g e n e r a l  c o n c e p t  i t  i s  u s e f u l  i n  
a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  women i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  w o r l d .
I t  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  i n f e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and  u n w r i t t e n  c o d e s  
can be  a s  e f f e c t i v e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  b e h a v i o r  a s  l e g a l  and
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e c on o m ic  s y s t e m s .  I t  a l l o t s  f o r  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  e v e n  f o r  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  i n  a c k n c w l e d g i n g  t h a t  a  c o m p l e x  r o l e  l i k e  
t h a t  o f  a w i f e  i s  r e a l l y  composed  o f  many r o l e s .  But  i t  i s  
e s p e c i a l l y  c o n g e n i a l  i n  a s t u d y  o f  c o l o n i a l  women b e c a u s e  i t  
a p p r o a c h e s  s o  c l o s e l y  t h e  t r a i t i o r a l  manne r  o f  co mmem ora t i ng  
p e r s o n a l i t y .  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  d i d  n o t  d e s c r i b e  Do r o t h y  
Dud ley  a s  a u n i q u e  i n d i v i d u a l  b u t  a s  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  o c c u p a n t  
o f  a s e r i e s  o f  d i s c r e t e  p o s i t i o n s .  She  was a " w o r t h y  
m a t r o n , "  " an  o b e d i e n t  w i f e , "  " a  l o v i n g  m o t h e r , "  "a  k i nd  
m i s t r e s s , "  and  "a f r i e n d l y  n e i g h b o r . "  f o r  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  r e a d e r s  t h e s e  s t o c k  p h r a s e s  we re  c u e s  
which u n l o c k e d  a w ho le  s t o r e  c f  s p e c i f i c  i m a g e s .  They ha d  
no need  f o r  a c o m p l e t e  r o l e  d e s c r i p t i o n .  F o r  
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  r e a d e r s  t h e  d e t a i l  i s  e s s e n t i a l  b e c a u s e  we 
have  l o s t  s o  many o f  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  which  g o v e r n e d  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  w o r l d .
"Good H i v e s "  i s  a d e s c r i p t i v e  s t u d y .  I t  w i l l  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  p r o d u c t i v e ,  s e x u a l ,  and  p u b l i c  r c l e s  of  
m a r r i e d  women l i v i n g  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  New H a m p s h i r e  and  
t h e  two M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c o u n t i e s  which  b o r d e r e d  i t ,  E s sex  
Coun ty  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  York Cou n t y  (now Maine)  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
and e a s t .  No s p e c i a l  c l a i m  i s  made e i t h e r  f o r  t h e  
u n i q u e n e s s  o r  t h e  c o h e s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  which 
s t r e t c h e d  f r o m  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  p o r t  o f  Sa l em t o  t h e  I n d i a n  
t r a d i n g  p o s t s  a t  C a s c o  Eay ,  f r o m  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s
12
o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n t e r i o r  t c  f i s h i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  on t h e  
I s l e s  o f  S h o a l s -  “Good Hi ■yes” i s  a l s o  a t o p i c a l  s t u d y -  I n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  i n t e n t ,  i t  i s  a l i t t l e  l i k e  t h e  e l o n g a t e d  
s a m p l e r s  worked  by  y o u n g  women i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New 
E n g la n d -  U n l i k e  e i g h t e e n t h  and  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s a m p l e r s ,  
which were  d e c o r a t i v e  p i e c e s  made t o  fce f r a m e d  and  hung on a 
w a l l ,  t h e s e  f i r s t  s a m p l e r s  were  t r u e  p a t t e r n s ,  one  band  o f  
e m b r o i d e r y  a d d e d  t c  a n o t h e r ,  e a c h  i n c o m p l e t e  i n  i t s e l f  b u t  
c a p a b l e  o f  t r a n s f e r  a n d  e l a b o r a t i o n  an a l a r g e r  g r o u n d -  I n  
t h e  b e s t  cf  s a m p l e r s ,  a nd  p e r h a p s  i n  t h i s  book ,  t h e  a p p e a l  
o f  t h e  w h c l e  i s  i n  t h e  a c c u m u l a t e d  t e x t u r e  o f  t h e  p a r t s .
S o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  t o p i c  i s  s u g g e s t e d  
i n  t h e  names a p p l i e d  t o  m a r r i e d  women i n  e a r l y  New EEg land-  
I n  t h e i r  d e r i v a t i o n s  f r o m  Mi d d l e  E n g l i s h ,  t h e  t e r m s  h u s b a n d  
and h u s w i f e  a r e  p a r a l l e l ,  d e n o t i n g  n e t  s c  much a man and  a 
woman a t t a c h e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  a man o r  woman r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  a p i e c e  o f  p r o p e r t y -  The f o r m s  c f  a d d r e s s  mo s t  commonly 
a p p l i e d  t o  m a r r i e d  women i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g la n d  
r e t a i n e d  t h i s  e c o n o m i c  c o n n o t a t i o n -  Hoaen o f  o r d i n a r y  
s t a t u s  were  c a l l e d  G o o d w i f e . u s u a l l y  s h o r t e n e d  t o  Goody. a s  
i n  Goody P r i n c e  o r  Goody Ba ke r  o r  Goody L e e .  By d e f i n i t i o n  
a “ good w i f e "  was " t h e  m i s t r e s s  o f  a h o u s e  o r  o t h e r  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t , "  t h o u g h  t h e  f o r m a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  M i s t r e s s  (and 
i t s  a b b r e v i a t i o n  M r s - ) were  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  w i v e s  o r  
d a u g h t e r s  o f  m i n i s t e r s  o r  men o f  s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n -  F o r  a
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p r o m i n e n t  widow o r  an  o l d e r  woman w i t h  a m a r r i e d  s o n ,  
d i s t r e s s  n i g h t  become Madam,, b a t  o n l y  two o r  t h r e e  women i n  
t h e  e n t i r e  c e n t u r y  w e re  e v e r  f o r m a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  a s  
L a d y , (11  1 The Goody B a k e r s ,  Madam S a l t o n s t a l l s , and  
M i s t r e s s  Browns o f  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  s h a r e d  a common 
v o c a t i o n -  They  were  h o u s e w i v e s .
The h o u s e k e e p i n g  r o l e  was d e f i n e d  by a s p a c e  (a h o u s e  
and  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  y a r d ) , a s e t  o f  t a s k s  ( c o o k i n g ,  w a s h i n g ,  
s e w i n g ,  m i l k i n g ,  s p i n n i n g ,  and  g a r d e n i n g ) ,  an d  a n  a r e a  o f  
a u t h o r i t y  ( t h e  i n t e r n a l  economy o f  a f a m i l y ) .  A woman may 
n o t  h a v e  m i l k e d  h e r  own cows  o r  s c o u r e d  h e r  own k e t t l e s ,  b u t  
s h e  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f c r  s e e i n g  t h a t  somecne  d i d -  By E n g l i s h  
t r a d i t i o n ,  h u s b a n d s  p r i m a r i l y  worked  " a b r o a d ”— e i t h e r  i n  
o u t l y i n g  f i e l d s ,  t h e  woods ,  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t ,  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  
a r e a s  o f  t o w n ,  o r  a t  s e a - [ 1 2 ]  A u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  p r o d u c t s  
o f  f a m i l y  work  r o u g h l y  c o r r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  of  
l a b o r -  H u s b a n d s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  k e p t  a c c o u n t  o f  f i e l d  
p r o d u c t s  and were i n v o l v e d  i n  l a r g e  s c a l e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  
i n v o l v i n g  g r a i n ,  w h i c h  o f t e n  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a f o r m  o f  
e x c ha ng e  i n  New E n g l a n d -  I h e i r  w i v e s  managed  t h e  s e r v a n t s  
and h e l d  t h e  k e y s  t o  t h e  c u p b o a r d s ,  b o x e s ,  and  rooms  
c o n t a i n i n g  h o u s e h o l d  p r e v i s i o n s - [ 1 3  ]
T h i s  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n  was s e e n  t o  m i t i g a t e  i n  
some way t h e  h a r s h  command t o  o b e y -  As one  New E n g l a n d  
m i n i s t e r  e x p l a i n e d  i t ,  "The Husband i s  t o  b e  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t o
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h o l d  a  S u p e r i o r i t y ,  w h i c h  t h e  v>i£e i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  t o  a l i o s ? ;  
y e t  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  a l l  o t h e r s  I n  t h e  u e c o n o m i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  s h e  
i s  i n v e s t e d  wi th  a n  A u t h o r i t y  o v e r  them by G o d - " [ 1 4 ]
Fe m a l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  " O e c o n c m i c a l  S o c i e t y "  
i n c l u d e d  more t h a n  h o u s e k e e p i n g ,  h o w e v e r -  I n  l a b o r  s h o r t  
New E n g l a n d ,  w i ve s  m i g h t  be  f o u n d  p l a n t i n g  c o r n ,  g a t h e r i n g  
t h a t c h ,  l o a n i n g  o x e n ,  d i r e c t i n g  f i e l d  h a n d s ,  t r a d i n g  w i t h  
t h e  I n d i a n s ,  o r  f i l l i n g  c r d e r s  .for p l a n k s  an d  s i a v e s . [ 1 5 ]  
A l t h o u g h  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  e m e r g e  r a t h e r  v i v i d l y  f r o m  t h e  
r e c o r d ,  t h e y  were n o t  so  much a r e s p o n s e  t o  a f r o n t i e r  
e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  an  e x t e n s i o n  c f  « t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e -  I n  o l d  
E ng l a n d  a s  i n  New, a m a r r i e d  woaan was b o t h  w i f e  and  
d e p u t y - h u s b a n d . The w i ve s  o f  f a r m e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  
s h o p k e e p e r s ,  t i m b e r m e n ,  and c r a f t s m e n  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
f u r t h e r i n g  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  work a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  own- T h e s e  
d u t i e s  m i g h t  be  o f  t h e  mos t  m e n i a l  s o r t ,  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  a l s o  
i n v o l v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s k i l l  and a u t h o r i t y -  A d e p u t y  i s  n o t  
j u s t  a h e l p e r ,  b u t  a l s o  a t  l e a s t  p o t e n t i a l l y  a s u r r o g a t e .
The r o l e  c f  d e p u t y - h u s b a n d  u n d e r s c o r e s  n o t  j u s t  t h e  
s u p p o r t i v e  a n d  e s s e n t i a l l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n  o f  e a r l y  
Am er i can  w iv e s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  e l a s t i c i t y  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  
c a l l i n g .
I n  some E n g l i s h  d i a l e c t s  t h e  words  w i f e  and  woman a r e  
synonyms .  I n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  b e t w e e n  
1650 and  1 7 50 ,  t h e y  were  v i r t u a l l y  s o .  Almos t  a l l  f e m a l e s
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who r e a c h e d  t h e  a g e  o f  m a t u r i t y  m a r r i e d .  T h i s  was i n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  E u r o p e  whe re  d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  i t  i s  
e s t i m a t e d ,  a t  l e a s t  t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  
s i n g l e -  Amer i can  women we re  p r o b a b l y  y c u n g e r  a t  f i r s t  
m a r r i a g e  t h a n  E n g l i s h  women, b u t  n o t  so  youn g  a s  f o l k l o r e  
ha s  i m a g i n e d , [ 1 6 ]  Mercy Dud ley  was e i g h t e e n  when s h e
m a r r i e d  J o h n  S o o d b r i d g e ,  whc a t  t w e n t j - s i x  was s t i l l  
u n s e t t l e d  i n  h i s  p r o f e s s i c n - [  17 ] Bu t  cn t h e  a v e r a g e ,  women 
m a r r i e d  somewhere  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  t w e n t y  and t w e n t y - t w o .  
H u sb an d s  were two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d e r .
P e r h a p s  t h e  w i d e r  t h e  a g e  gap t h e  e a s i e r  i t  m s  f o r  a 
woman t o  " r e v e r e n c e ,  f e a r ,  and  c b e y "  a s  s o c i e t y  a nd  t h e  
s c r i p t u r e s  t a u g h t -  "Know t h a t  t h a t  God t h a t  h a t h  g r a c y o u s l y  
p l a c e d  t h y  good  h u s b a n d  h e r e  w i l l  be h e r e  w i t h  t h e e  and  
c o m f o r t  t h e e  i f  t h o u  s u b a y t t  and  t r u s t  t o  h i m , "  Thomas 
Dudley t o l d  Mercy -  The b l u r r i n g  o f  t h e  p r o n o u n  r e f e r e n c e  
was p e r h a p s  u n i n t e n t i o n a l ,  b u t  i t  i s  no l e s s  i n s t r u c t i v e -  
S u b m i s s i o n  t o  God and  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  o n e ' s  h u s b a n d  we re  p a r t  
o f  t h e  same l e l i g i c u s  d u t y -  Bu t  t h e  n o t i o n  of  male  
su p r e m a c y  mus t  n o t  be  w r e n c h e d  f rom t h e  l a r g e r  c o n c e p t  of  an 
o r g a n i c  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n  which r i g h t s  and  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
we re  r e c i p r o c a l  an d  i c  wh ich  t e r m s  l i k e  " i n d i v i d u a l i t y "  o r  
" s e l f - r e l i a n c e "  had l i t t l e  p l a c e -  The command t o  o b e d i e n c e  
i s  i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  a  l a r g e r  w h o l e -
1
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I t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  men and wcmen of  t h e  p r em o de r n  
wor ld  t o  c o n c i e v e  o f  e q u a l i t y .  I n  t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e  wh ich  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  o n e  human b e i n g  
was o f  n e c e s s i t y  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  s u b j e c t  t o  a n o t h e r — c h i l d  t o  
p a r e n t ,  s e r v a n t  t o  m a s t e r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  r u l e r .  When Samuel  
W i l l a r d  o f  B o s t o n  came t o  d e f i n e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  
h u s b a n d  and w i f e  i n  h i s  C c j j l e t e  Bodv o f  D i v i n i t y , he  
p u z z l e d  o v e r  t h i s  p r o b l e m -  He c o u l d  n o t  d e v i a t e  f rom t h e  
G o d - g i v e n  r i g h t  o f  h u s b a n d s  t o  r u l e ,  y e t  he  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  
t h e  l a n g u a g e  which h e  u s e d ,  " b e i n g  a M e t a p h o r  f r om a Band o f  
S o u l d i e r s . "  I t  s eemed i n a d e q u a t e  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  bond 
be tween  h u s b a n d  and  w i f e .  "Of  a l l  t h e  O r d e r s  which a r e  
u n e g u a l s , " he  w r o t e ,  " t h e s e  dc come n e a r e s t  t o  a n  E q u a l i t y ,  
and  i n  s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s  t h e y  s t a n d  upon even  g r o u n d .  These  
do make a p a i r ,  which i n f e r s  s o  f a r  a P a r i t y . " [ 1 8 ]  A w i f e  
was more  t h a n  a h o u s e k e e p e r  o r  a h e l p e r .  Sh e  was a 
" p r e c i o u s  y o k e f e l l o w , "  o r  i n  t h e  more f o r m a l  b u t  no l e s s  
r e s o n a n t  a p p e l l a t i o n  commonly u sed  i n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a ,  a 
c o n s o r t .  Mu tu a l  l o v e  and  s p i r i t u a l  e q u a l i t y  made two 
p e r s o n s  f u n c t i o n  a s  o n e .  W i l l i a m  S e e k e r ,  an E n g l i s h  
m i n i s t e r ,  em p l oy ed  a who le  s e r i e s  o f  m e t a p h o r s  t o  e x p r e s s  
t h i s  i d e a l .  A h u s b a n d  and  w i f e ,  h e  w r o t e ,  w e r e  l i k e  two 
i n s t r u m e n t s  making m u s i c ,  two s t r e a m s  i n  o n e  c u r r e n t ,  a  p a i r  
o f  o a r s  r o w i n g  a b o a t  t c  h e a v e n  ( w i t h  c h i l d r e n  a nd  s e r v a n t s  
a s  p a s s e n g e r s )  , two " m i l c h  k i n e "  c o u p l e d  t o  t h e  Ark of  God,
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two c h e r u b i m ,  two t a b l e s  c£ s t c n e  cn which t h e  l a w  was 
w r i t t e n . [ 1 9 ]  T h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  good w i f e  had  b o t h  s e x u a l  
and  r e l i g i o u s  c o n n o t a t i o n s .  A c o n s o r t  m i g h t  be  a h a r m o n i o u s  
l o v e r  a s  w e l l  a s  a f e l l o w  t r a v e l e r  cn t h e  r e a d  t o  s a l v a t i o n -  
Upon h e r  h u s b a n d * s  d e a t h ,  a c o n s o r t  became  a  r e l i c t -  
T h i s  now a r c h a i c  synonym f o r  widow e v o k e s  t h a t  s t a t e  w e l l ;  
i n  e t y m o l o g y  and  i n  u s a g e ,  t h e  t e r m  was i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  
modern r e l i c .  The d e a t h  o f  a m o t h e r  d i d  n o t  mean t h e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  a f a m i l y ;  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a f a t h e r  d i d .  As one
p a t r i a r c h y  d i s s o l v e d  and  e t h e r s  f o r m e d ,  t h e r e  was a
s h u f f l i n g  b o t h  o f  p e o p l e  and  c f  t h i n g s .  H o u s e h o l d
i n v e n t o r i e s  t a k e n  by  t r u s t e d  n e i g h b o r s  s o o n  a f t e r  d e a t h  a r e
an i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  
h i s t o r i a n s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  a r e m i n d e r  t h a t  d e a t h  i n  e a r l y  
Amer ica  meant  a  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r o l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  
r e s o u r c e s .  By l a w ,  a widow u s u a l l y  i n h e r i t e d  a t  l e a s t  a 
t h i r d  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  and  s h e  was e n t i t l e d  t o  u se  o r  
t o  r e c e i v e  i ncome f r o m  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  u n t i l  s h e  
d i e d  o r  r e m a r r i e d .  I f  s h e  had minor  c h i l d r e n ,  she  mig h t  
r e t a i n  p r a c t i c a l  c o n t r o l  c f  t h e  e n t i r e  e s t a t e  u n t i l  h e r  s o n s  
o r  d a u g h t e r s  came of  a g e ,  b u t  i t s  f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  would be  
d e t e r m i n e d  by  c o u r t  o r d e r  o r  by h e r  h u s b a n d s  w i l l .  A widow 
was e n s u r e d  m a i n t e n a n c e  a t  w h a t e v e r  l e v e l  t h e  e s t a t e  
a l l o w e d ,  b u t  o n l y  r a r e l y  d i d  s h e  r e t a i n  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  h e r  
house  a nd  y a r d  o r  e v e n  t h e  a s s e m b l y  o f  p o t s ,  b e d s ,  and  cows
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which h a d  o n c e  b e e n  h e r  d o m a i n . [ 2 0 ]
F o r  some women t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom " m i s t r e s s "  t o  
" r e l i c t "  must  have  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t -  l o s i n g  a h u s b a n d ,  t h e y  
l o s t  an o c c u p a t i o n  and a t e r r i t o r y  a s  w e l l -  Cn t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  f i r m  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  dower  m i g h t  p r o v i d e  an e c o n o m ic  
b a s e  f rom w h i ch  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e -  One need  
n o t  o v e r s t a t e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  d i s a b i l i t i e s  c f  women t o  
r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  s e c u r i t y  was t i e d  t o  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  
t h a n  p r o p e r t y -  I n  a v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e ,  w i v e s  were 
" m o v e a b l e s , "  l i k e  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  p o s s e s s i o n s  t h e y  came t o  
i n h e r i t -  A r e l i c t  was a r e m a i n d e r ,  a s y m b o l i c  i f  e v e r  s o  
b e l o v e d  r e m n a n t  c f  s o m e t h i n g  l e s t .
T h e s e  d i s p a r a t e  a nd  o f t e n  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  r o l e s  d i d  n o t  
e x i s t  i n  i s o l a t i o n .  A m a r r i e d  woman i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d  
was a h o u s e w i f e ,  a d e p u t y - h u s b a n d ,  a c o n s o r t ,  and  p e r h a p s  a 
r e l i c t -  But  she  was a l s o  a m o t h e r ,  a m i s t r e s s ,  a n e i g h b o r ,  
a d a u g h t e r ,  a n d ,  by w h a t e v e r  d e f i n i t i o n  s h e  c h o s e ,  a 
C h r i s t i a n -  T h i s  l a r g e r  p a t t e r n  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n  d o m i n a t e s  
Anne B r a d s t r e e t ' s  poem f o r  h e r  m o t h e r -  The e p i t a p h  c h a r t s  a 
s e r i e s  o f  v e r t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s — h u s b a n d  t o  w i f e ,  m o t h e r  t o  
c h i l d ,  m i s t r e s s  t o  s e r v a n t ,  r i c h  t o  p o o r — t h e  f a m i l i a r  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h y -  B u t  i n  t h e  p h r a s e  
" f r i e n d l y  N e i g h b o r "  i t  h i n t s  a t  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n k s  p o s s i b l e  a t  
e a c h  l e v e l -  F i n a l l y ,  i n  h i g h l i g h t i n g  M i s t r e s s  D u d l e y ' s  
c o n s t a n t  p r a y e r  a nd  f r e g u e n t  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  " p u b l i c k
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m e e t i n g s , " i t  p o i n t s  t o  a r e l i g i o u s  r o l e  v h i c h  was a t  l e a s t  
p o t e n t i a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  c f  any  e t h e r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p -
The poem i s  n o t  j u s t  a b l a n d  r e n d e r i n g  c f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
p i e t i e s .  I t  i s  a s o c i a l  g r a p h .  L i k e  t h e  d i a g r a m  o f  an  
a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  i t  p l a c e s  one  woman w i t h i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  web 
o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h i c h  d e f i n e d  h e r  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  ’’w o r t h y  
m a t r o n . ” C f t e n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  f a m i l y  members  and  
e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  e t h e r  women were  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  a h u s b a n d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
a w i f e .  On t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  war i n t r o d u c e d  a v i v i d  and  a t  
t i m e s  a l m o s t  g a r i s h  s t r a n d  i n t o  t h e  g u i e t  mesh which  bound  
f e m a l e  l i f e ,  a s  a f ew women u n e x p e c t e d l y  became h e r o i n e s  a s  
w e l l  a s  w i v e s ,  b u t  t h e  r o l e s  o f  ’’ I n d i a n  c a p t i v e ” and  
’’f r o n t i e r  d e f e n d e r "  d i d  n e t  c h a l l e n g e  so  much a s  m a g n i f y  
t r a d i t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s ,  e n l a r g i n g  t h e  r o l e s  o f  d e p u t y  
hu sba nd  and  c o u r a g e o u s  C h r i s t i a n .  Anne B r a d s t r e e t ' s  g e n t l e  
poem s k e t c h e s  t h e  m a j o r  c o n t o u r s  o f  f e m a l e  l i f e  i n  n o r t h e r n  
New E n g l a n d ,  d e l i n e a t i n g  r o l e s  which  were a s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  
1750 a s  i n  165 00 .  The i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  how 
t h o s e  r o l e s  were i n t e r p r e t e d  and  f u l f i l l e d .
In  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 7 4 9 ,  D o r o t h y  D u d l e y ’ s  
g r e a t - g r e a t - g r e a t  g r a n d d a u g h t e r ,  Peggy  H o l y o k e ,  h e l p e d  h e r  
b r o t h e r  A u g u s t u s  co mpose  a r o l i c k i n g  e p i t a p h  f o r  a d e a r  
d e p a r t e d  and o b v i o u s l y  e c c e n t r i c  a u n t ,  who " H o u l d e r i n g  L i e s  
b e n e a t h  t h i s  P l a c e /  The  R e l i g u e  o f  t h e  F a i r e s t
2 0
F a c e - "  D e s p i t e  h e r  c r i m e s ,  t h e  poem i n s i s t e d ,  s h e  was a
"most  u n e r r i n g  F r i e n d  t o  T r u t h : "
To P r i d e  and  t o  H y p c c r i s y  a F o e ,
I n  s h o r t  a  v e r y  S a i n t  f r o m  Top t o  t o e ,
What t h o '  some s l a n d e r e r s  t h e r e  be who n e ' e r .
W i l l  c r e d i t  wha t  we s a y ,  o r  what  t h e y  h e a r ,  
l e t  s u r e  0 H e a d e r  wha t  I  w r i t e  I  knew:
She o f t e n  v e r y  o f t e n  t o l d  me s o . [ 2 1 ]
i s  Peggy Ho lyoke  knew,  r e a l  women o f t e n  d e v i a t e d
d r a m a t i c a l l y  f rom i d e a l  wemen.  O b v i o u s l y ,  i n  a h u n d r e d  y e a r
p e r i o d  and  i n  a r e g i o n  which i n c l u d e d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d
c o m m e r c i a l  t o w n s  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o n t i e r  o u t p o s t s ,  t h e r e  were
wide v a r i a t i o n s  i n  f e m a l e  b e h a v i o r -  Ove r  a c e n t u r y ,  i d e a l s
t h e m s e l v e s  were s u b j e c t  t o  c h a n g e ;  i f  Anne B r a d s t r e e t  e v e r
w r o t e  a meek e p i t a p h  ( o r  any  e t h e r  s o r t  o f  c om ic  v e r s e )  i t
h a s  n o t  s u r v i v e d -
"Good H i v e s "  d e s c r i b e s  a d i v e r s e  and  c h a n g i n g  w o r l d ,
bu t  i t s  p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  w i l d  n e i t h e r  b e  t o  e l a b o r a t e  o r  t o
e x p l a i n  c h a n g e ,  b u t  t o  d e f i n e  c e r t a i n  b r o a d  p a t t e r n s  w i t h i n
which c h a n g e  o c c u r r e d -  I t  w i l l  f o c u s  upon t h r e e  r o l e
c l u s t e r s ,  e a c h  o f  t hem s y m b o l i z e d  i n  a  B i b l i c a l  a r c h e t y p e
f r e q u e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d .  " B a t h s h e b a "
e x p l o r e s  t he  w o rk in g  r o l e s  p e r f o r m e d  by h o u s e w i v e s  and
d e p u ty  h u s b a n d s ;  " Ev e"  e x a m i n e s  t h e  s e x u a l ,  r e p r o d u c t i v e ,
and  n u r t u r i n g  r o l e s  c f  c o n s o r t s  a nd  m o t h e r s ,  w h i l e  " J a e l "
d e l i n e a t e s  t h e  h e r o i c  r o l e s  which  became v i s i b l e  i n  t h e
s t r e s s  o f  w a r .  "Good H i v e s "  i s  a n  e x e r c i s e  i n  r o l e
d e f i n i t i o n -  I t  i s  a l s o  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  n e g l e c t e d  a s p e c t s
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o f  d a i l y  l i f e  i n  E s s e x  C o u n t y ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and  he 
n e i g h b o r i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  c f  Maine  a n d  New H a m p s h i r e  i n  t h e  
y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1650 a n d  1750-
a h e n  Thomas D u d l e y  w ro t e  t o  h i s  d a u g h t e r  Mercy 
M o o d b r i d g e ,  t e l l i n g  h e r  c f  h e r  B o t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  he  n o t  o n l y  
p r a i s e d  h i s  w i f e ' s  g o d l i n e s s ,  b u t  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  vo id  l e f t  
i n  M e r c y ' s  l i f e ,  he  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t a k e  up some o f  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s  D o r o t h y  l a i d  dcwn t h a t  T u e s d a y  morn ing  when 
s h e  was s e i z e d  w i t h  a p a i n  i n  h e r  b r e a s t -  He o f f e r e d  t o  pay  
f o r  a m i d w i f e  t o  a t t e n d  Mercy on h e r  coming  c o n f i n e m e n t -  He 
p ro m i s e d  t o  s e n d  h e r  t h r o u g h  h e r  U n c l e  P a r k e r  a " so w ce  i n  a 
b a g g e - "  F i n a l l y ,  he t e g c e d  h e r  t o  11 l e t t  mee ha v e  now t h y  
l e t t e r s  a s  t h y  m o t h e r  had and  I  w i l l  a n s w e a r e  t h e n - n[ 2 2 ]
As a l o v i n g  p a r e n t ,  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  f i n e  
a b s t r a c t i o n s -  Bu t  he  a l s c  knew t h e  w or th  o f  s a u s a g e -  To 
e n t e r  t h e  w o r l d  o f  D o r o t h y  D u d l e y  and  h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  
r e q u i r e s  an  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  b o t h -
Thomas Dud l ey  t o  Mrs.  Mercy W o o d b r i d g e ,  28 December  
16 43 ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c l e  t v  C o l l e c t i o n s , 
( H a r t f o r d ,  1924) XXI,  25 -  The e d i t o r i a l  n o t e  
i n c o r r e c t l y  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  " m o t h e r ” r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  
l e t t e r  a s  D u d l e y ’ s s e c o n d  w i f e .
Anne B r a d s t r e e t ,  "An E p i t a p h  On my d e a r  and  e v e r  
h o n o u r e d  Mot he r  Mrs- D o ro th y  Dud le y ,  who d e c e a s e d  
Decemb- 27-  1643-  and  o f  h e r  a g e ,  6 1 , "  i n  S e v e r a l
Poems  ( B o s t o n :  1678)  , p- 220.
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P a r t  One 
E a t h s h e b a
2 $
Who c an  f i n d  a v i r t u o u s  wcman? f c r  h e r  p r i c e  i s  f a r  a b o v e  
r u b i e s .
The h e a r t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  d c t h  s a f e l y  t r u s t  i n  h e r ,  so  t h a t  
he s h a l l  h a v e  no n e e d  o f  s p o i l .
She. w i l l  do him good a n d  n e t  e v i l  a l l  t h e  d a y s  of  h e r  l i f e .
She  s e e k e t h  woo l ,  and  f l a x ,  an d  w o r k e t h  w i l l i n g l y  w i t h  h e r
ha nd s  -
She  i s  l i k e  t h e  m e r c h a n t s *  s h i p s ;  s h e  b r i n g e t h  h e r  f o o d  f r om  
a f a  r -
She  r i s e t h  a l s o  w h i l e  i t  i s  y e t  n i g h t ,  and  g i v e t h  m ea t  t o  
h e r  h o u s e h o l d ,  and  a  p o r t i o n  t o  h e r  m a i d e n s .
She  c o n s i d e r e t h  a f i e l d ,  and  b u y e t h  i t ;  w i t h  t h e  f r u i t  o f  
h e r  h a n d s  she  p l a n t e t h  a v i n e y a r d .
She  g i r d e t h  h e r  l o i n s  w i t h  s t r e n g t h ,  and  s t r e n g t h e n e t h  h e r
a r i a s .
She  p e r c e i v e t h  t h a t  h e r  n e r c h a n d i s e  i s  good :  h e r  c a n d l e  
g o e t h  n e t  o u t  by  n i g h t .
She  l a y e t h  h e r  h a n d s  t o  t h e  s p i n d l e ,  and  h e r  h a n d s  h o l d  t h e  
d i s t a f f .
Sh e  s t r e t c h e t h  o u t  h e r  hand  t c  t h e  p o o r ;  y e a ,  s h e  r e a c h e t h  
f o r t h  h e r  h a n d s  t o  t h e  n e e d y .
She  i s  n o t  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  sncw f e e  h e r  h o u s e h o l d ;  f o r  a l l  h e r  
h o u s e h o l d  a r e  c l o t h e d  w i th  s c a r l e t .
She  m a k e t h  h e r s e l f  c o v e r i n g s  o f  t a p e s t r y ;  h e r  c l o t h i n g  i s  
s i l k  and  p u r p l e -
Her h u s b a n d  i s  known i n  t h e  g a t e s ,  when he s i t t e t h  among t h e  
e l d e r s  c f  t h e  l a n d .
She  m a k e t h  f i n e  l i n e n  and s e l l e t h  i t ;  and  d e l i v e r e t h  g i r d l e s  
un t o  t h e  m e r c h a n t .
S t r e n g t h  and h o n o u r  a r e  h e r  c l o t h i n g ;  an d  sh e  s h a l l  r e j o i c e  
i n  t i m e  t o  come.
She  o p e n e t h  h e r  mouth w i t h  wi sdem;  an d  h e r  t o n g u e  i s  t h e  l a w  
o f  k i n d n e s s .
She  l o o k e t h  w e l l  t o  t h e  ways c f  h e r  h o u s e h o l d ,  and  e a t e t h  
n o t  t h e  b r e a d  o f  i d l e n e s s .
Her c h i l d r e n  a r i s e  up ,  and c a l l  h e r  b l e s s e d ;  h e r  h u s b a n d  
a l s o ,  and  he  p r a i s e t h  h e r .
Many d a u g h t e r s  ha ve  done  v i r t u o u s l y ,  b u t  t h o u  e x c e l l e s t  them 
a l l .
Favou r  i s  d e c e i t f u l ,  and b e a u t y  i s  v a i n :  b u t  a woman t h a t  
f e a r e t h  t h e  l o r d ,  s h e  s h a l l  be p r a i s e d -
Give  h e r  c f  t h e  f r u i t  o f  h e r  h a n d s ;  and  l e t  h e r  own works
p r a i s e  h e r  i n  t h e  g a t e s .
P r o v e r b s  3 1 :  10-29
C h a p t e r  One 
The Says  Cf h e r  H o u s eh o l d
By E n g l i s h  t r a d i t i o n  a woman*s e n v i r o n m e n t  was t h e  
f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  a n d  t h e  y a r d  c r  y a r d s  s u r r o u n d i n g  i t -  
Though t h e  e x a c t  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  h e r  s e t t i n g  o b v i o u s l y  
de p end ed  upon t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  and e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  o f  h e r  
h u s b a n d ,  i t s  g e n e r a l  o u t l i n e s  were  s u r p r i s i n g l y  s i m i l a r  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  where  i t  was l o c a t e d - [ 1 ]  The d i f f e r e n c e  
be tw een  an  u r b a n  " h o u s e l o t "  and  a r u r a l  " h o r a e l o t "  was n o t  a s  
d r a m a t i c  as  one  m i g h t  s u p p o s e -  G a r d e n s  an d  p i g  p e n s  were 
p a r t  o f  c i t y  l i f e  e v e n  i n  t h e  a f . dd l e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  and a t  l e a s t  some town d w e l l e r s  managed  t o  keep  a 
cow- H o u s e w iv e s  a t  a l l  e co n o m ic  l e v e l s  t u n e d  t h e i r  work t o  
t h e  c y c l e s  o f  t h e  s u n  and  t h e  r y t h m s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c a l e n d a  r -
Women i n  e a r l y  Am er i ca  were  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
p e r e n n i a l  s e r v i c e  c h a r e s — c o o k i n g ,  w a s h i n g ,  m end ing ,  and  
c l e a n i n g — w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  common l o t  c f  women i n  e v e r y  
g e n e r a t i o n .  Bu t  m o s t  o f  them a l s o  grew p a r t  o f  t h e i r  f o o d  
and  m a n u f a c t u r e d  o r  p r o c e s s e d  some o f  t h e  c o m m o d i t i e s  u s e d  
i n  t h e i r  homes-  They c u t  up and  s a l t e d  m ea t ,  g a t h e r e d  and  
p r e s e r v e d  f r u i t  and  b e r r i e s ,  m i lk ed  c o w s ,  c u l t i v a t e d  k i t c h e n  
g a r d e n s ,  f e d  s w i n e  o r  p o u l t r y ,  and s o m e t i m e s  made s o a p  o r  
c a n d l e s -  I n  e a r l y  Hew E n g l a n d ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  t a s k s  were
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c o n s i d e r e d  women ' s  work -  Sc were  s p i n n i n g ,  k n i t t i n g ,  p l a i n  
s e w i n g ,  q u i l t i n g ,  b r e w i n g ,  c h u r n i n g ,  and  c h e e s e m a k i n g ,  
t h o u g h  o t h e r  c r a f t s  r e l a t e d  t o  f o o d  and f i b e r  
p r o c e s s i n g — w e a v i n g ,  f u l l i n g ,  t a n n i n g ,  t a i l o r i n g ,  m i l l i n g ,  
and  m a l t m a k i n g — we re  a s s i g n e d  t c  men.
I f  we were  t o  d r aw  a l i n e  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e w i f e ' s  dom a in  
i t  would  f i r s t  e n c l o s e  t h e  k i t c h e n  and  i t s  a p p e n d a g e s — t h e  
c e l l a r s ,  p a n t r i e s ,  b r e w h c u s e s ,  v i l k h c u s e s ,  w a s h h o u s e s ,  and  
b u t t e r i e s  which a p p e a r  i n  v a r i o u s  c o m b i n a t i o n s  i n  h o u s e h o l d  
i n v e n t o r i e s -  I t  wo u l d  t h e n  move t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  of  t he  
house  w h e r e  a me l ang e  c f  a n i n a l  a n d  v e g e t a b l e  l i f e  
f l o u r i s h e d  among t h e  s t r a w ,  h u s k s ,  c l u t t e r ,  and  a uc k -  
B y p a s s i n g  t h e  s h o p  a nd  t h e  h e a v y  f a rm  e q u i p m e n t ,  i t  would  
e n c i r c l e  t h e  p i g  pen ,  t h e  n i l k y a r d ,  t he  w e l l ,  and  t h e  
h e n h o u s e -  I t  w ou l d  s u r i c u n d  t h e  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n  g ro w i n g  
n e a r  t h e  o r c h a r d  and  p e r h a p s  t h e  o r c h a r d  i t s e l f — t h o u g h  
h u s b a n d s  p r u n e d  an d  p l a n t e d  t r e e s  and  e v e n t u a l l y  s u p e r v i s e d  
t h e  mak ing  o f  c i d e r ,  gocd  h o u s e w i v e s  s t r u n g  t h e i r  wash 
be tween t h e  b r a n c h e s  a nd  i n  s e a s o n  h a r v e s t e d  f r u i t  f o r  p i e s  
and  c o n s e r v e s -  A l t h o u g h  t h e  l i n e  d e m a r k i n g  t h e  h o u s e w i f e ' s  
world would n o t  c r o s s  t h e  f e n c e s  wh i ch  d e f i n e d  o u t l y i n g  
f i e l d s  o f  I n d i a n  c o r n  o r  b a r l e y ,  i n  b e r r y  o r  mushroom 
s e a s o n ,  i t  wou ld  e x t e n d  i n t c  n e a r b y  f i e l d  an d  m a r s h ,  and  i n  
s p e l l s  o r  d e a r t h — o r  o f  l e i s u r e — r e a c h  t o  t h e  s h o r e -
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H o u s e w i v e s  commanded a U n i t e d  r e a l m .  B u t  t h e y  were 
n e i t h e r  i s o l a t e d  n o r  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t .  Even i n  f a r m i n g  
s e t t l e m e n t s ,  f a m i l i e s  f o u n d  i t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  b a r g a i n  f o r  
n e e d e d  goods  and  s e r v i c e s .  T h i s  i s  nc mere a p p a r e n t  t h a n  i n  
t h e  p r o d u c t  s o  o f t e n  u s e d  t o  s y m b o l i z e  a g r a r i a n  
s e l f - r e l i a n c e  i n  e a r l y  Am er i ca —  homespun  woolen  
c l o t h . [ 2 ]  H e r d i n g  was a s  much a com m un i ty  a s  a f a m i l y  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  H e a v i n g  and f u l l i n g  were  s k i l l e d  c r a f t s  
l i m i t e d  t o  a  f ew  men i n  a s i n g l e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  o r  v i l l a g e -  
Even c a r d i n g  an d  s p i n n i n g ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f i r e s i d e  t a s k s ,  
we re  f r e q u e n t l y  h i r e d  o u t . [ 3 ]  S h a t  was t r u e  of  wool  was 
a l s o  t r u e  o f  l i n e n .  A f a m i l y  m ig h t  grow i t s  own f l a x ,  ha v e  
i t  r e t t e d ,  s w i n g l e d  a n d  h a c k l e d  by a f l a x  d r e s s e r ,  s e n d  i t  
o u t  t o  b e  woven ,  a nd  t h e n  c o n s i g n  i t  t o  t h e  b l e a c h  f i e l d s  o r  
dy e r  f o r  f i n i s h i n g . [ h  ] I n  e v e r y  d e c a d e  and  a t  a l l  s o c i a l  
l e v e l s ,  e a r l y  A m e r i c a n s  d e p en d e d  upon e a c h  o t h e r .  Cf 
n e c e s s i t y ,  t h e  h o u s e w i f e * s  c a l l i n g  t o o k  h e r  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e s  
o f  h e r  n e i g h b o r s  and  i n t c  t h e  c a r t w a y s  o f  h e r  v i l l a g e  o r  
town- F o r  p r o s p e r o u s  and  s o c i a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  women,  
communi ty  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  t o o k  on a n o t h e r  m e a n i n g  a s  w e l l .  
P r o s p e r i t y  mea n t  c h a r i t y ,  and  i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d  c h a r i t y  
meant  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  n e a r b y  n e i g h b o r s .
T h u s ,  h o u s e k e e p i n g  had  b o t h  e c o n o m i c  a nd  s o c i a l  
d i m e n s i o n s .  None o f  t h e s e  was u n i q u e  t o  New E n g l a n d -  I n  
f a c t ,  e a c h  a s p e c t  o f  h o u s e k e e p i n g  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e  c a n  be
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f ou n d  i n  i d e a l i z e d  fo r m  i n  t h e  B i b l e  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
t h e  “ v i r t u o u s  woman” o f  P r o v e r b s ,  c h a p t e r  t h i r t y - o n e -  The 
P u r i t a n s  c a l l e d  t h i s  p a r a g o n  " E a t h s h e b a , " a s s u m i n g  r a t h e r  
l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  So lomon  c o u l d  o n l y  h a v e  l e a r n e d  su c h  an  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  h u s w i f e r y  f r c a  h i s  a e t h e r -  F o r g o t t e n  i n  
t h e i r  e c o m i a  t o  f e m a l e  v i r t u e  was t h e  r o o f t o p  b a t h e r  whose  
b e a u t y  b r o u g h t  K i n g  D a v i d  t o  g r i e f -  I n  E n g l i s h  a n d . A m e r i c a n  
s e r m o n s ,  E a t h s h e b a  was r emembered  a s  a v i r t u o u s  h o u s e w i f e ,  a 
god ly  woman whose i n d u s t r i o u s  l a b o r s  ga v e  m y t h i c a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  o r d i n a r y  t a s k s  a s s i g n e d  t o  h e r  s e x . [ 5 ]
As d e s c r i b e d  i n  P r o v e r b s ,  B a t h s h e b a  i s  a w i l l i n g  
s e r v a n t  t c  h e r  f a m i l y :  "She  r i s e t h  w h i l e  i t  i s  y e t  n i g h t ,  
and g i v e t h  mea t  t o  h e r  h o u s e h o l d - "
She  i s  a s k i l l e d  m a n c f a c t u r e r :  " S h e  s e e k e t h  wool ,  and  
f l a x ,  a n d  w o r k e t h  w i l l i n g l y  w i t h  h e r  h a n d s . "
She i s  a h a r d - w o r k i n g  a g r i c u l t u r i s t :  " 8 i t h  t h e  f r u i t  o f  
he r  h a n d s  s h e  p l a n t e t h  a v i n e y a r d - "
Sh e  i s  a r e s o u r c e f u l  t r a d e r :  " S h e  i s  l i k e  t h e  
m e r c h a n t s *  s h i p s :  s h e  b r i n g e t h  h e r  f o c d  f ro m a f a r - "
And she  i s  a g ood  n e i g h b o r :  "She  s t r e t c h e t h  o u t  h e r  
hand t o  t h e  p o o r ;  y e a ,  s h e  r e a c h e t h  f o r t h  h e r  h a n d s  t o  t h e  
needy-  ”
B e c a u s e  h e r  r e a l m  i n c l u d e s  s e r v a n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  young  
c h i l d r e n ,  h e r  a b i l i t y  t c  d i r e c t ,  t o  i n s p i r e ,  an d  t o  n u r t u r e  
o t h e r s  i s  a s  i m p o r t a n t  t c  h e r  s u c c e s s  a s  h a r d  work-  "She
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o p e n e t h  h e r  mouth w i t h  wi sdom;  and h e r  t o n g u e  i s  t h e  l aw o f  
k i n d n e s s . "  Her  i n d u s t r y  and  h e r  c h a r i t y  g i v e  l e g i t i m a c y  t o  
h e r  w e a l t h .  Though d r e s s e d  i n  s i l k  and  p u r p l e ,  " s t r e n g t h  
and h o n o u r  a r e  h e r  c l o t h i n g . "  Ber g o a l  i s  n o t  p u b l i c  
d i s t i n c t i o n  b u t  p r i v a t e  c o m p e t e n c e .  Her  h u s b a n d  i s  "known 
i n  t h e  g a t e s , "  b u t  h e r  g r e a t e s t  r e w a r d  i s  i n  l o o k i n g  w e l l  t o  
" t h e  ways of  h e r  h o u s e h o l d . "  I n  d o i n g  s o ,  s h e  e a r n s  t h e  
d e v o t i o n  of  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  p r a i s e  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  a nd  t h e  
commenda t ion  o f  God.
To d e s c r i b e  t h i s  v i r t u o u s  B a t h s h e b a  i s  t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  
ma jo r  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  h o u s e k e e p i n g  r o l e  i n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a .  
Some o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  i n  
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a n  o t h e r s .  F o r  mos t  h i s t o r i a n s ,  a s  f o r  
a l m o s t  a l l  a n t i q u a r i a n s ,  t h e  g u i n t e s s e n t i a l  e a r l y  A m e r i c an  
women h a s  b e e n  a c h u r n e r  o f  c r e am  and a s p i n n e r  c f  wool-  
B e c a u s e  heme m a n u f a c t u r i n g  h a s  a l l  b u t  d i s s a p p e a r e d  f rom 
modern h o u s e k e e p i n g ,  many s c h o l a r s  ha v e  a s su m e d  t h a t  t h e  k e y  
change  i n  f e m a l e  e c o n o m i c  l i f e  h a s  been  a s h i f t  f rom 
" p r o d u c t i o n "  t o  " c o n s u m p t i o n , "  a s h i f t  p r e c i p i t a t e d  by  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n . [ 6 ]  T h i s  i s  f a r  t o o  s i m p l e ,  o b s c u r i n g  
t h e  v a r i e t y  which e x i s t e d  e v e n  i n  t h e  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  w o r l d .
S e t t i n g  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  B c ae n t  t h e  s o c i a l  s k i l l s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  h o u s e k e e p i n g — t h e  n u r t u r i n g ,  m a n a g i n g ,  a n d  c h a r i t a b l e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  myth o f  B a t h s h e b a — we c a n  
s e e  how r e l a t i v e l y  s u b t l e  s h i f t s  i n  e m p h a s i s  among t h e
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econom ic  s k i l l s — s e r v i c e ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  and  
t r a d e — m i g h t  c r e a t e  p r o n o u n c e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p a t t e r n s  o f  
d a i l y  work-  E v i d e n c e  d e r i v e d  f rom 401 h o u s e h o l d  i n v e n t o r i e s  
f rom E s s e x  a n d  York c o u n t i e s  s k e t c h e s  t h e  m a j o r  e c o n o m i c  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n -  (T ab l e  1 - 1 )
P r e d i c t a b l y ,  heme m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  a s  m e a s u r e d  by  
o w n e r s h i p  o f  d a i r y i n g  a n d  t e x t i l e  p r o c e s s i n g  e q u i p m e n t ,  was 
more w i d e s p r e a d  i n  t h e  f a r m i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  E s s e x  Coun ty  
i n  1670 t h a n  i n  t h e  mere  r e m o t e  f i s h i n g  an d  s a w m i l l  v i l l a g e s  
o f  f r o n t i e r  Ma ine -  a i t h  few f e n c e s  and l e s s  h a y ,  t h e  York 
County  p l a n t e r s  p r o b a b l y  l e t  t h e i r  s c r a g g l y  cows b ro ws e  i n  
t h e  woods ,  k i l l i n g  t hem f c r  mea t  i n  w i n t e r  b u t  e x p e c t i n g  
l i t t l e  m i lk  i n  a n y  s e a s o n -  I n  s u c h  a s e t t i n g ,  few f a m i l i e s  
b o t h e r e d  w i t h  s h e e p ,  which  were  e a s y  p r e y  f o r  w o l v e s -  By 
1700, h o w e v e r ,  t h e  d a i r y i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  two c o u n t i e s  
had  a l m o s t  r e v e r s e d  t h e m s e l v e s -  F l a x  a p p e a r e d  a l m o s t  a s  
o f t e n  i n  York C o u n t y  a s  i n  E s s e x  and s h e e p  e v e n  more 
f r e q u e n t l y -  The h i n t e r l a n d  was b e c o m in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l -  The 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e  d e c l i n e  i n  cows and c h u r n s  i n  E s s e x  C o u n t y  i s  
e x p l a i n e d  by  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d i v e r s i t y  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
economy a s  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r s  l i k e  Sa l em b e g an  t o  d i v e r g e  
from t h e i r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u r r o u n d i n g s -  E x t r a c t i n g  u rb an  
Salem i n v e n t o r i e s  f r om t h e  l a r g e r  1700 s a m p l e  makes  t h i s  
s h i f t  o b v i o u s -  ( T a b l e  I I - 2 )  A l t h o u g h  t h e  w i v e s  o f  Sa l em 
s h o p k e e p e r s ,  c r a f t s m e n ,  and  m a r i n e r s  s t i l l  k e p t  a p i g  o r  two
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" a t  t h e  d o o r , 11 a g r i c u l t u r e  had  become a l e s s  p r o n o u n c e d  
theme i n  t h e i r  d a i l y  work .  Many f a rm  w i v e s  i n  E s s e x  c o u n t y  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  m i lk  c o w s ,  b u t  m o s t  women i n  t h e  r e g i o n * s  
l a r g e s t  town d i d  n o t .  At  t h e  same t i m e ,  l u x u r y  i t e m s  l i k e  
l o o k i n g  g l a s s e s ,  f r a m e d  p i c t u r e s ,  o r  g u i l t s ,  whi ch  were 
s t i l l  r a r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  h a d  become q u i t e  v i s i b l e .  T h u s ,  
r a t h e r  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  c o n t r a s t s  b e t w e e n  f r o n t i e r ,  f a r m i n g ,  
and c o m m e r c i a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  e x p l a i n  many o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  i n v e n t o r y  d a t a -
To more f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  d i v e r s e  ways i n  wh ich  t h e  
B a t h s h e b a  mode l  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  d a i l y  l i f e ,  we m u s t  t u r n  
f rom t h e  g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r .  B e a t r i c e  P lummer ,
Hannah G r a f t o n ,  a nd  H a g d a l e n  Hear  were  o r d i n a r y  women who 
l i v e d  an d  d i e d  i n  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  1750.
They e x p e r i e n c e d  n e i t h e r  t h e  l u s t r e  c f  w e a l t h  n o r  t h e  a b j e c t  
d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y l e s s  p o o r -  They we r e  common 
h o u s e k e e p e r s ,  m i s t r e s s e s  o f  p o t s  a nd  k e t t l e s -  One o f  t hem 
l i v e d  on t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  a n o t h e r  cn a f a r m ,  a n d  a t h i r d  i n  
town.  B e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  r e a l  wcmen,  h o w e v e r ,  and  n o t  
h y p o t h e t i c a l  e x a m p l e s ,  t h e  ways o f  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d s  do n o t  
a lw ay s  f i t  n e a t l y  i n t o  a n a l y t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s -  A c a r e f u l  
e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  k i t c h e n s  and  c h a m b e r s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  
v a r i e d  c o m p l e x i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  u n i t y  i n  t h e  
l i v e s  o f  e a r l y  Am e r i c an  women.
* * *
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Le t  u s  b e g i n  w i t h  E e a t r i c e  Plummer  o f  Newbury,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s - [ 7 ]  F o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  d e a t h  b r o u g h t  h e r  
n e i g h b o r s  i n t o  t h e  h o u s e  cn J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  1 6 7 2 ,  we c a n  use  t h e  
p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r y  which  t h e y  p r e p a r e d  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  
no r ma l  p a t t e r n  o f  h e r  work-  T h e r e  i s  nc way of  knowing 
whe ther  he r  h u s b a n d ’ s  a p p r o a c h i n g  d e a t h  i n t e r r u p t e d  t h e  
s e a s o n a l  r o u t i n e s  o f  h o u s e k e e p i n g  i n  t h e  weeks  and  months  
b e f o r e ,  bu t  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  d i d  
n o t -  The h o u s e h o l d  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e s  t h e  e x p e c t e d  t h i n g s ,  
and  t h e y  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  e x p e c t e d  p l a c e s .
S i t h  a c l e a r  e s t a t e  o f  343 p o u n d s ,  F r a n c i s  Plummer had  
b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  " m i d d l i n g  s o r t "  who were t h e  c h u r c h  members  
and f r e e h o l d e r s  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Newbury-  As an 
i m m i g r a n t  o f  1 6 5 3 ,  he h a d  l i s t e d  h i m s e l f  a s  a " l i n n e n  
w e a v e r , "  t u t  he s o o n  became  a f a r m e r  a s  w e l l .  £ 8 ]  At h i s  
d e a t h ,  h i s  loom and  t a c k l i n g  s t o o d  i n  t h e  " s h o p "  w i th  h i s  
p i t c h f o r k s ,  h i s  h o e s ,  a n d  h i s  t o o l s  f o r  s m i t h i n g  and  
c a r p e n t r y .  P lummer  had  i n t e g r a t e d  f o u r  s m a l l e r  p l o t s  t o  
form o n e  c o n t i n u o u s  s i x t e e n - a c r e  f a r m -  An a d d i t i o n a l  t w e n t y  
a c r e s  o f  s a l t  ma rsh  a n d  meadow p r o v i d e d  hay and f o r a g e  f o r  
h i s  s m a l l  h e r d  o f  cows and  s h e e p -  H i s  f a r m  p r o v i d e d  a 
c o m f o r t a b l e  l i v i n g  f o r  h i s  f a a i l y ,  which  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  o f  
h i s  l i f e  i n c l u d e d  o n l y  h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e  B e a t r i c e  a n d  h e r  
g r a n d c h i l d  by a p r e v i o u s  m a r r i a g e -  Had n o t  d e a t h  p r e v e n t e d  
h im,  he mig h t  ha v e  f i l l e d  t h i s  J a n u a r y  day i n  a number  o f
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p r o d u c t i v e  ways ,  moving  t h e  loom i n t o  t h e  s p a r s e l y  f u r n i s h e d  
h a l l ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  o r  t a k i n g  h i s  yck e  o f  oxe n  t o  t h e  wood 
l o t  " n e a r  t h e  l i t t l e  r i v e r ” t o  c u t  wood f o r  t h e  l a r g e  
f i r e p l a c e  t h a t  was t h e  c e n t e r  o f  B e a t r i c e ' s  work ing  w o r l d -
The h o u s e  o v e r  wh ich  B e a t r i c e  p r e s i d e d  mus t  h a v e  l o o k e d  
much l i k e  s u r v i v i n g  d w e l l i n g s  f rom s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New 
Eng land  w i t h  i t s  ” H a l l ” and " P a r l c r "  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  and  
two ” c h a m h e r s ” a b o v e .  A s p a c e  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  
on l y  a s  “ a n o t h e r  Boome" h e l d  t h e  f a m i l y ' s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
p o t s ,  k e t t l e s ,  d r i p p i n g  p a n s ,  t r a y e s ,  b u c k e t s ,  an d  
e a r t h e n w a r e .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  k i t c h e n  had b e e n  a d d e d  t o  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  h o u s e  a s  a l e a n t o  a s  was f r e g u e n t l y  t h e  c a s e  i n  New 
E n g l a n d . [ 9 ]  The u p s t a i r s  c h a m b e r s  we re  n o t  b e d ro o m s  b u t  
s t o r a g e  rooms f o r  f o o d s t u f f s  and c u t  o f  s e a s o n  e g u i p m e n t .
The b e s t  bed w i th  i t s  b o l s t e r ,  p i l l o w s ,  b l a n k e t ,  and  
c o v e r l e t  s t o o d  i n  t h e  p a r l o r ;  a s e c o n d  t e d  o c c u p i e d  one  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  w h i l e  a c u p b o a r d ,  a " g r e a t  c h e s t , ” a 
t a b l e ,  and a b a c k l e s s  b e n c h  c a l l e d  a " f c r m ” f u r n i s h e d  t h e  
h a l l .  More f o o d  was f o u n d  i n  t h e  " c e l l a r "  and  i n  t h e  " d a i r y  
h o u s e , "  a room which may h a v e  s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o o l e s t  end o f  
t h e  k i t c h e n  l e a n t o . £ 1 0 ]
The Plummer h o u s e  was d e v o i d  o f  o r n a m e n t ,  b u t  i t s  
c o n t e n t s  b e s p e a k  such  c o m f o r t s  a s  c o n s c i e n t o u s  yeomanry  and  
good h u s w i f e r y  a f f o r d e d .  On t h i s  w i n t e r  m o r n i n g ,  t h e  d a i r y  
h o u s e  h e l d  f o u r  and  a h a l f  " f l i t c h e s "  o r  s i d e s  o f  b a c o n ,  a
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q u a r t e r  o f  a b a r r e l  o f  s a l t  p o r k ,  t w e n t y - e i g h t  p o u n d s  o f  
c h e e s e ,  and  f o u r  po u nd s  c f  b u t t e r .  O p s t a i r s  i n  a  c h a m b e r  
were more  t h a n  t w e n t y - f i v e  b u s h e l s  o f  " E n g l i s h ” 
g r a i n — b a r l e y ,  o a t s ,  s h e a t ,  an d  r y e -  (The P lummers  
a p p a r e n t l y  r e s e r v e d  t h e i r  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  s t o r e d  i n  a n o t h e r  
l o c a t i o n ,  f o r  t h e i r  a n i m a l s . )  When aade  i n t o  m a l t  by  a 
v i l l a g e  s p e c i a l i s t ,  b a r l e y  would  beccme  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  b e e r .  
Two b u s h e l s  o f  m a l t  we re  a l r e a d y  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e -  The 
o a t s  m i g h t  a p p e a r  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  d i s h e s ,  f r o m p l a i n  
b r e a k f a s t  p o r r i d g e  t o  " f l u m m e r y , » a g e l a t i n o u s  d i s h  f l a v o r e d  
wi th  s p i c e s  and  d r i e d  f r u i t . [ 1 1 ]  But  t h e  whe a t  and  r y e  were  
a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  b r e a d  and p i e s -  The f i n e  h a i r  
s i e v e s  s t o r e d  w i t h  t h e  g r a i n  i n  t h e  h a l l  c h a m b e r  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  B e a t r i c e  Plummer  was p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  h e r  b a k i n g ,  
p r e f e r r i n g  a f i n e r  f l o u r  t h a n  came d i r e c t l y  f rom t h e  m i l l e r -  
A " b u s h e l l  o f  p e a s e  S b e a n s "  f c u n d  n e a r  t h e  g r a i n  and a f u l l  
b a r r e l  o f  c i d e r  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  a r e  t h e  o n l y  v e g e t a b l e s  and  
f r u i t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y ,  t h o u g h  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
p i c k l e s ,  p r e s e r v e s  o r  d r i e d  h e r b s  m i g h t  h a v e  e s c a p e d  n o t i c e -  
P e r h a p s  t h e  P lum mer s  a d d e d  v a r i e t y  t c  t h e i r  d i e t  by  t r a d i n g  
some o f  t h e i r  a b u n d a n t  s u p p l y  o f  g r a i n  f o r  c a b b a g e s ,  
t u r n i p s ,  s u g a r ,  m o l a s s e s ,  and  s p i c e s .
Even w i t h o u t  a d d i t i o n s  t h e y  ha d  t h e  b a s i c  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  
t h e  yeoman d i e t  d e s c r i b e d  i n  E n g l i s h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  
o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y
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would a d d  a l i t t l e  c h o c o l a t e  o r  t e a  as  w e l l  a s  i n c r e a s i n g  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  t i n y  " p e t a t c r s "  t c  t h e  New E n g l a n d  f a r m e r ’ s  
d i e t ,  t h e  b r e a d ,  c i d e r ,  and t o i l e d  meat  which  f e d  F r a n c i s  
and  B e a t r i c e  Plummer  a l s o  f e d  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  a c e n t u r y  
l a t e r . [ 12 ]
S i n c e  w i v e s  we re  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  e a r l y  morn ing  m i l k i n g ,  
b r e a k f a s t  o f  n e c e s s i t y  f e a t u r e d  p r e p a r e d  f o o d s  o r  
l e f t o v e r s — t o a s t e d  b r e a d ,  c h e e s e ,  and  p e r h a p s  mea t  and 
t u r n i p s  k e p t  f rom t h e  day h e f c r e ,  a n y  o f  t h i s  washed down 
wi th  c i d e r  o r  b e e r  i n  w i n t e r ,  w i t h  m i l k  i n  summer .  Only on 
s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  would  t h e r e  be p i e  o r  d o u g h n u t s .  D i n n e r  
was t h e  main meal  o f  t h e  day .  H e r e  a h o u s e w i f e  w i th  
c u l i n a r y  a s p i r a t i o n s  and an ample  l a r d e r  c o u l d  d i s p l a y  h e r  
s p e c i a l i t i e s .  A f t e r  h a r v e s t  B e a t r i c e  Plummer  m ig h t  ha v e  
s e r v e d  r o a s t  pork o r  g o o s e  w i t h  a p p l e s ,  i n  s p r i n g  an  e e l  p i e  
f l a v o r e d  w i t h  p a r s l e y  a nd  w i n t e r  s a v o r y ,  a n d  ‘i n  summer a 
l e e k  s o u p  o r  g o o s e b e r r y  c r e a m ,  b u t  f o r  o r d i n a r y  d a y s ,  t h e  
most  common menu was b o i l e d  m e a t  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  " s a u c e ” t h e  
s e a s o n  p r o v i d e d — d r i e d  p e a s  o r  b e a n s ,  p a r s n i p s ,  t u r n i p s ,  
o n i o n s ,  c a b b a g e ,  o r  g a r d e n  g r e e n s .  A h e a v y  p u d d i n g  s t u f f e d  
i n t o  a  c l c t h  bag c o u l d  s t e a m  a t c p  t h e  v e g e t a b l e s  an d  m e a t .  
The b r o t h  f rom t h i s  b o i l e d  d i n n e r  m ig h t  r e a p p e a r  a t  s u p p e r  
as  " p o t t a g e "  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  c f  minced  h e r b s  and  some 
o a t m e a l  o r  b a r l e y  f o r  t h i c k e n i n g .  S u p p e r ,  l i k e  b r e a k f a s t ,  
was a s i m p l e  m ea l .  B r e a d ,  c h e e s e ,  and b e e r  we re  a s  welcome
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a t  t h e  end  o f  a  w i n t e r  day  a s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g -  I n  summer ,  
egg d i s h e s  and  f r u i t  t a r t s  p r o v i d e d  more v a r i e d  n u t r i t i o n .
P r e p a r i n g  t h e  s i a p l e s t  o f  t h e s e  m e a l s  r e q u i r e d  b o t h  
j u d g e m e n t  and s k i l l -  As G e r v a s e  Markham,  a n  E n g l i s h  w r i t e r  
o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  g u i p p e d ,  a woman who was " u t t e r l y  
i g n o r a n t "  of c o o k e r y  c o u l d  " t h e n  b u t  p e r f o r m  h a l f  h e r  vow; 
f o r  s h e  may l o v e  and  o b e y ,  b u t  she  c a n n o t  c h e r i s h ,  s e r v e ,  
and keep  him w i t h  t h a t  t r u e  d u t y  which  i s  e v e r  
e x p e c t e d . " [ 1 3 ]  The m o s t  b a s i c  o f  t h e  h o u s e w i f e ’ s  s k i l l s  was 
b u i l d i n g  and  r e g u l a t i n g  f i r e s — a t a s k  s o  f u n d a m e n t a l  t h a t  i t  
must  ha v e  a p p e a r e d  more a s  h a b i t  t h a n  c r a f t -  Summer and 
w i n t e r ,  day an d  n i g h t ,  s h e  k e p t  a few b r a n d s  s m o u l d e r i n g ,  
r e a d y  t o  s t i r  i n t o  f l a m e  a s  n e e d e d -  The c a v e r n o u s  
f i r e p l a c e s  o f  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d  were  b u t  a c e n t u r y  r emoved  
f rom t h e  open f i r e s  o f  m e d i e v a l  h o u s e s ,  and  t h e y  r e t a i n e d  
some o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r -  S t a n d i n g  i n s i d e  
one o f  t h e s e  huge  o p e n i n g s  t o d a y ,  a p e r s o n  c a n  s e e  t h e  s k y  
a bo ve -  S e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  h o u s e w i v e s  d i d  s t a n d  i n  t h e i r  
f i r e p l a c e s ,  which were c o n c e i v e d  l e s s  a s  e n c l o s e d  s p a c e s  f o r  
a s i n g l e  b l a z e  t h a n  a s  a c c e s s i b l e  w o r k i n g  s u r f a c e s  upon 
which s e v e r a l  s m a l l  f i r e s  s i g h t  be  b u i l t -  P r e p a r i n g  s e v e r a l  
d i s h e s ,  a cook  c o u l d  move f ro m one f i r e  t o  a n o t h e r ,  t u r n i n g  
a s p i t ,  c h e c k i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  emfcers u n d e r  a s k i l l e t ,  
a d j u s t i n g  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  a p o t  hung  f rom t h e  l u g p o l e  by i t s  
a d j u s t a b l e  t r a m m e l -  The c o s p l e x i t y  o f  f i r e - t e n d i n g ,  a s  much
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a s  a n y t h i n g  e l s e ,  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  o n e - p o t  m e a l - [ 1 4 ]
The  c o n t e n t s  o f  h e r  i n v e n t o r y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  B e a t r i c e  
Plummer was a d e p t  n o t  o n l y  a t  r o a s t i n g ,  f r y i n g ,  and  b o i l i n g  
b u t  a l s o  a t  b a k i n g ,  t h e  mo s t  d i f f i c u l t  t x a n c h  o f  c o o k e r y -  
j u d g i n g  f r om  t h e  g r a i n  i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  c h a m b e r ,  t h e  b r e a d  
wh ich  s h e  b a k e d  was  " n a s l i n , "  a common t y p e  made f r o m  a 
m i x t u r e  o f  w h e a t  an d  e t h e r  g r a i n s ,  u s u a l l y  r y e -  She  b e g a n  
w i th  t h e  s e i v e s  s t o r e d  n e a r b y ,  c a r e f u l l y  s i f t i n g  o u t  t h e  
c o a r s e r  p i e c e s  o f  g r a i n  and  b r a n -  Soon  a f t e r  s u p p e r ,  s h e  
c o u l d  h a v e  mixed  t h e  " s p o n g e , M a t h i n  dough  made f r o m  warm 
w a t e r ,  y e a s t ,  a nd  f l o u r -  Her  y e a s t  m ig h t  h a v e  come f rom t h e  
foamy " b a r m "  f o u n d  on t o p  o f  f e r m e n t i n g  a l e  o r  b e e r ,  f r o m  a 
p i e c e  o f  dough s a v e d  f r om  an e a r l i e r  b a k i n g ,  o r  e v e n  f ro m  
t h e  c r e v i c e s  i n  a n  unwash ed  k n e a d i n g  t r o u g h .  L i k e  
f i r e b u i l d i n g ,  b r e a d - m a k i n g  was b a s e d  upon a 
s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  c h a i n ,  an o r g a n i c  s e g u e n c e  w h i c h  i f  o n c e  
i n t e r r u p t e d  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e g i n  a g a i n -  Warmth f ro m  t h e  
banked  f i r e  would r a i s e  t h e  s p c n g e  by  morn ing  when B e a t r i c e  
c o u l d  work i n  more f l o u r ,  k n e a d  t h e  f i n i s h e d  d o u g h ,  and  
s h a p e  t h e  l o a v e s ,  l e a v i n g  t hem t o  r i s e  a g a i n .
Even i n  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  k i t c h e n s  w i t h  s t a n d a r d i z e d  
y e a s t  a n d  t h e r m o s t a t i c a i i y  c o n t r o l l e d  t e m p a t u r e s ,  b r e a d  
dough i s  s u b j e c t  t o  wide  v a r i a t o n s  i n  c o n r ' s t e n c y  and  
b e h a v i o r -  I n  a d r a f t y  ho u se  w i th  an  u n c e r t a i n  s u p p l y  o f  
y e a s t ,  b r e a d m a k i n g  was i n d e e d  " an  a r t ,  c r a f t ,  and
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m y s t e r y . "  Not  t h e  l e a s t  c f  t h e  p r o b l e m  l ias  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  
f i r e  s o  t h a t  t h e  oven  was r e a d y  a t  t h e  same  t i m e  a s  t h e  
r i s e n  l o a v e s .  S m a l l  c a k e s  o r  b i s c u i t s  c o u l d  be  b a k e d  i n  a 
s k i l l e t  o r  d i r e c t l y  on t h e  h e a r t h  u n d e r  an  u p s i d e - d o w n  p o t  
c o v e r e d  wi th  c o a l s .  Eu t  t o  p r o d u c e  t r e a d  i n  any g u a n t i t y  
r e q u i r e d  an o v e n .  B e f o r e  16 50 ,  t h e s e  we r e  f r e q u e n t l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  d o o r y a r d s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y  t h e y  w e r e  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  
f i r e p l a c e ,  a s  B e a t r i c e  E lu m m e r ’s  m u s t  h a v e  t e e n .  S i n c e  h e r  
oven would hav e  h a d  no  f l u e ,  s h e  would  h a v e  l e f t  t h e  d o o r  
open o n c e  s h e  k i n d l e d  a f i r e  i n s i d e ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  s a o k e  t o  
e s c a p e  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  c h i m n e y .  Moving a b o u t  h e r  
k i t c h e n ,  she  would h a v e  k e p t  an e y e  on t h i s  f i r e ,  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  r a k i n g  t h e  c o a l s  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  h e a t  e v e n l y ,  
t e s t i n g  p e r i o d i c a l l y  w i t h  h e r  hand  t o  s e e  i f  t h e  oven  had  
r e a c h e d  t h e  r i g h t  t e m p e r a t u r e .  When s h e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  i t  
h a d ,  s h e  Hould h a v e  s c r a p e d  o u t  t h e  c o a l s  an d  i n s e r t e d  t h e  
b r e a d — a s s u m i n g  t h a t  i t  had r i s e n  eno ug h  by t h i s  t im e  o r  ha d  
n o t  r i s e n  t o o  much and  c o l l a p s e d  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  oven  t o  
hea t .  [ 1 6 ]
Cook i ng  and  b a k i n g  were  y e a r - r o u n d  t a s k s .  I n s e r t e d  
i n t o  t h e s e  d a y - b y - d a y  r o u t i n e s  were  s e a s o n a l  s p e c i a l i t i e s  
which a l l o w e d  a h o u s e w i f e  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  d e a r t h  o f  one  p e r i o d  
w i th  t h e  b o u n t y  o f  a n o t h e r .  I n  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  c a l e n d a r ,  
d a i r y i n g  came f i r s t ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  c a l v e s  o f
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e a r l y  s p r i n g -  I n  c o l o n i a l  New E n g la n d  cows we re  a l l - p u r p o s e  
c r e a t u r e s ,  r a i s e d  f o r  meat  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  m i l k .  Even i n  new 
s e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  s u r v i v e  by b r o w s i n g  on r o u g h  l a n d ;  
t h e i r  mea t  was a h e d g e  a g a i n s t  f a m i n e -  Eut  o n l y  i n  a r e a s  
w i t h  a b u n d a n t  meadow {and e v e n  t h e r e  o n l y  i n  c e r t a i n  months )  
would t h e y  p r o d u c e  B i l k  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  b u t t e r  f a t  f o r  
s e r i o u s  d a i r y i n g - £ 17]  Newbury was s u c h  a p l a c e -
We c a n  i m a g i n e  B e a t r i c e  Elummer some m o r n i n g  i n  e a r l y  
summer p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  n i l k  wh ich  would a p p e a r  a s  c h e e s e  i n  a 
J a n u a r y  b r e a k f a s t -  S l o w l y  s h e  h e a t e d  s e v e r a l  g a l l o n s  w i t h  
r e n n e t  d r i e d  and  s a v e d  f rom t h e  a u t u m n ' s  s l a u g h t e r i n g -  
H i t h i n  an h o u r  o r  two t h e  c u r d  had f o r m e d -  She b r o k e  i t ,  
d r a i n e d  o f f  t h e  whey,  t h e n  worked  i n  a l i t t l e  of  h e r  own 
f r e s h  b u t t e r -  P a c k i n g  t h i s  r i c h  m i x t u r e  i n t o  a m o ld ,  s h e  
t u r n e d  i t  i n  h e r  wooden p r e s s  f o r  an h o u r  o r  more ,  c h a n g i n g  
and w a s h i n g  t h e  c h e e s e c l o t h  f r e q u e n t l y  a s  t h e  whey d r i p p e d  
o u t -  R e p a c k i n g  i t  i n  d r y  c l o t h ,  s h e  l e f t  i t  i n  t h e  p r e s s  
f o r  a n o t h e r  t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  h o u r s  b e f o r e  w a s h i n g  i t  once  
more w i t h  whey,  d r y i n g  i t ,  an d  p l a c i n g  i t  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  o r  
d a i r y  h o u s e  t o  a g e -  As a young  g i r l ,  s h e  would h a v e  l e a r n e d  
f rom h e r  m o t h e r r  o r  a m i s t r e s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h o r o u g h  
p r e s s i n g  and t h e  v i r t u e s  c f  c l e a n l i n e s s -  She  may a l s o  h a v e  
a c q u i r e d  some o f  t h e  many E n g l i s h  p r o v e r b s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
d a i r y i n g -  T a k i n g  h e r  f i n i s h e d  mound t o  t h e  p o w d e r i n g  t u b  
f o r  a l i g h t  d u s t i n g ,  s h e  p e r h a p s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  "much
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s a l t n e s s  i n  w h i t e  m e a t  i s  i l l  f o r  t h e  s t o n e . " [ 1 8 ]
The  Plummer i n v e n t o r y  g i v e s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
s econd  s t a g e  of  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t h e  h o u s e w i f e * s  y e a r ,  t h e  
s e a s o n  o f  g a r d e n i n g  a n d  g a t h e r i n g  which  f o l l o w e d  q u i c k l y  
upon t h e  d a i r y  m o n t h s .  Bu t  t h e r e  i s  amp l e  e v i d e n c e  of  t h e  
autumn s l a u g h t e r i n g .  B e a t r i c e  c o u l d  w e l l  h a v e  k i l l e d  t h e  
s m a l l e r  p i g s  h e r s e l f ,  h o l d i n g  t h e i r  ^ h i n d e r  p a r t s  b e tw ee n  
h e r  l e g s , " a s  one o b s e r v e r  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  "and  
t a k i n g  t h e  s n o u t  i n  h e r  l e f t  hand"  w h i l e  s h e  s t u c k  t h e  
a n i m a l  t h r o u g h  t h e  h e a r t  w i th  a l o n g  k n i f e -  Once t h e  
b l e e d i n g  s t o p p e d ,  s h e  would h a v e  s u b m e r g e d  t h e  p i g  i n  
b o i l i n g  w a t e r  f o r  a few u i n u t e s ,  t h e n  r u b b e d  i t  w i t h  r o s e n ,  
s t r i p p e d  o f f  t h e  h a i r ,  and d i s e m b o w e l e d  i t .  No th in g  was 
l o s t -  She  r e s e r v e d  t h e  o r g a n  m e a t s  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  u s e ,  t h e n  
c l e a n e d  t h e  i n t e s t i n e s  f o r  l a t e r  s e r v i c e  as  s a u s a g e  c a s i n g s .  
S t u f f e d  w i t h  meat  s c r a p s  and  h e r b s  and  s a c k e d ,  t h e s e  " l i n k s "  
were a  t r e a s u r e d  d e l i c a c y .  The l a r g e r  c u t s  c o u l d  b e  r o a s t e d  
a t  once o r  p r e s e r v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  w a y s .  H i t h  w i n e ,  g i n g e r ,  
mace,  an d  n u t m e g ,  po rk  c o u l d  be r o l l e d  i n t o  a c l o t h  and 
p i c k l e d  a s  " s o u s e . "  Bu t  t h i s  was an  e x p e n s i v e — and  
r i s k y — m eth od .  B e a t r i c e  r e l i e d  on mere common t e c h n i q u e s .  
She s u bm e r ge d  seme o f  h e r  p o r k  i n  b r i n e ,  t r u s t i n g  t h e  h i g h  
s a l t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  l ow t e m p e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  d a i r y  
house  t o  keep  i t  u n t a i n t e d .  She  p r o c e s s e d  t h e  r e s t  a s  
bacon .  Each " f l i t c h "  s t e e d  i n  s a l t  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  weeks
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b e f o r e  s h e  hung i t  f r o m  t h e  l u g  p o l e  o f  h e r  ch imney  f o r  
s m o k i n g . [ 1 9 ]  I n  t h e  Plummer  h o u s e ,  " h a n g i n g  b a c o n "  mus t  
ha v e  b e e n  a r e c u r r i n g  r i t u a l  c f  e a r l y  w i n t e r .
F a l l  was a l s o  t h e  s e a s o n  f o r  c i d e r - m a k i n g -  The m i l d l y  
a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e  p r o d u c e d  by  n a t u r a l  f e r m e n t a t i o n  o f  a p p l e  
j u i c e  was a s t a p l e  o f  t h e  New E n g l a n d  d i e t  an d  was 
p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  o n l y  me tho d  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  f r u i t  h a r v e s t -  
Sfith t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  s u g a r ,  t h e  a l c o h o l i c  c o n t e n t  c o u l d  be 
r a i s e d  f rom f i v e  t c  a fccu t  s e v e n  p e r c e n t ,  a s  i t  u s u a l l y  was 
i n  t a v e r n s  and  f o r  e x p e r t .  The c i d e r  i n  t h e  Plummer  h o u s e  
was p r o b a b l y  t h e  common f a rm v a r i e t y -  I n  e a r l y  w i n t e r ,  t h e  
amber j u i c e  o f  au tum n  s a t  h i s s i n g  and b u b b l i n g  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  
i n  t h e  most  a c t i v e  s t a g e  c f  f e r m e n t a t i o n ,  a p r o c e s s  which 
came t o  be  d e s c r i b e d  p o e t i c a l l y  a s  t h e  " s i n g i n g  of  t h e  
c i d e r . " [ 2 0 ]
P r o s a i c  b e e r  was e v e n  more i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  Plummer  
d i e t .  A l t h o u g h  same h o u s e w i v e s  b r ew ed  a w i n t e r ’ s  s u p p l y  o f  
s t r o n g  b e e r  i n  O c t o b e r ,  s t o r i n g  i t  i n  t h e  c e l l a r ,  B e a t r i c e  
seems t o  hav e  b e e n  c o n t e n t  w i th  " s m a l l  b e e r , "  a m i ld  
b e v e r a g e  u s u a l l y  b r ew ed  week ly  o r  b i - w e e k l y  an d  u sed  a l m o s t  
a t  o n c e .  H a l t i n g — t h e  p r o c e s s  c f  s p r o u t i n g  and  d r y i n g  
b a r l e y  t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s  s u g a r  c o n t e n t — was w i s e l y  l e f t  t o  t h e  
v i l l a g e  e x p e r t .  B e a t r i c e  s t a r t e d  w i t h  c r a c k e d  m a l t  o r  
g r i s t ,  p r o c e s s i n g  h e r  b e e r  i n  t h r e e  s t a g e s -  " f l a s h i n g "  
r e g u i r e d  s l ow s t e e p i n g  a t  j u s t  be low  t h e  b o i l i n g  p o i n t ,  a
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s e n s i t i v e  and  s m e l l y  p r o c e s s  which l a r g e l y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  b e v e r a g e . ,  E x p e r i e n c e d  b r e w e r s  knew by  t a s t e  
whe ther  t h e  enzymes  w e r e  w o r k i n g .  I f  i t  was t o o  h o t ,  a c e t i c  
a c i d  d e v e l o p e d  which would s o u r  t h e  f i n i s h e d  p r o d u c t .  The 
n e x t  s t a g e ,  " b r e w i n g , "  was r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e .  H e r b s  and  
hops  w e re  b o i l e d  w i t h  t h e  s a l t e d  l i g u i d .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  s t e p ,  
t h i s  l i g u c r  was c o o l e d  and n i x e d  w i t h  y e a s t  s a v e d  f ro m  l a s t  
week’ s  b e e r  o r  b r e a d -  H i t h i n  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s — i f  a l l  had 
gone  w e l l — t h e  b e e r  was  b u b b l i n g  a c t i v e l y .  [ 21 ]
A l l  t h a t  we know o f  B e a t r i c e  Plummer  o f  Newbury r e v e a l s  
h e r  a s  a woman who t o o k  p r i d e  i n  h u s w i f e r y -  a w i f e  who knew 
how t o  manage t h e  t i c k l i s h  c h e m i c a l  p r o c c e s s e s  wh i ch  c h a n g e d  
mi lk  i n t o  c h e e s e ,  mea l  i n t c  b r e a d ,  m a l t  i n t o  b e e r ,  and  f l e s h  
i n t o  b a c o n ,  was a  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t  t o  a man,  a s  F r a n c i s  
Plummer knew.  B u t  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h ,  E e a t r i c e  
m a r r i e d  a man who d i d  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  h e r  s k i l l s .  To p u t  i t
b l u n t l y ,  he s eems  t c  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  h e r  p r o p e r t y .  L ike
F r a n c i s  Plummer  b e f o r e  h i s ,  Edmund B e r r y  had  s i g n e d  a 
p r e n u p t i a l  c o n t r a c t  a l l o w i n g  E e a t r i c e  t o  r e t a i n  o w n e r s h i p  o f  
t h e  e s t a t e  s h e  had  i n h e r i t e d  f rom h e r  p r e v i o u s  h u s b a n d -  
Edmund r e g r e t t e d  h i s  d e c i s i o n  and  b e g a n  t o  hound  B e a t r i c e  t o  
t e a r  up t h e  p a p e r .
The s t r a t e g y  wh i c h  Edmund u sed  was w o n d e r f u l l y  
c a l c u l a t e d .  Not  o n l y  d i d  he  r e f u s e  t c  p r o v i d e  B e a t r i c e  wi th
p r o v i s i o n s ,  he  d e n i e d  h e r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p e r f o r m  h e r
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h o u s e w i f e l y  magi c  upon  t h e n -  “ F a r r  s u c h  was S s t i l l  i s  h i s  
a b s u r d  manner  i n  e a t i n g  h i s  v i c t u a l l s ,  a s  t a k e i n g  h i s  meat  
ou t  o f  ye  p i c k l e s  5 b r o y l e i n g  i t  upon y e  c o a l e s ,  & t h i s  he  
would t e l l  me I  mus t  e a t e  o r  e l s e  I  must  f a s t , ” she  t o l d  t h e  
Salem Q u a r t e r l y  C o u r t  i n  J u n e  o f  1677 .  B e a t r i c e  had  l i v e d  
p e a c e f u l l y  w i t h  two h u s b a n d s ,  a s  o n e  n e i g h b o r  t e s t i f i e d ,  b u t  
i n  o l d  a g e  s h e  ha d  wedded a man who p r e f e r r e d  h e r  e s t a t e  t o  
h e r  c o o k i n g .  He s a i d  sh e  s h c u l d  ha v e  n o t h i n g  o f  him b e c a u s e  
he  had  n o t h i n g  o f  h e r s ,  and he  t o l d  cne  n e i g h b o r  he  d i d  n o t  
c a r e  i f  " t h e r e  were  a f i r e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  f i e l d  a n d  s h e  i n  t h e  
m id d l e  o f  i t . "  B e r r y  was f i n e d  f o r  h i s  " a b u s i v e  c a r r i a g e s  
and  s p e e c h e s . "
What i s  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  c a s e  i s  n o t  t h e  
i l l - t e m p e r  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d  b u t  t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  of  t h e  w i f e ,  
who o b v i o u s l y  f o u n d  h e r s e l f  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  f o r  which  sh e  was 
u n p r e p a r e d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  two p r e v i o u s  
m a r r i a g e s .  L e g a l l y ,  B e a t r i c e  had e v e r y  r i g h t  t o  h o l d  f a s t  
t o  he r  dower ,  a s  Edmund B e r r y  knew- The r e a l  i s s u e ,  
ho we ve r ,  was n o t  l a w  b u t  c u s t o m -  B e r r y  s i m p l y  r e f u s e d  t o  
p l a y  by t h e  r u l e s  a s  h i s  w i f e  u n d e r s t o o d  t hem -  She  o f f e r e d  
t o  h e l p  him " w i n d  h i s  g u i l l s "  ( l i k e  b i s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  he  was 
a weaver)  , and  s h e  b r o u g h t  h im "a  c up  o f  my owne S u g a r  S 
b e a r e "  and  d r a n k  t o  h im s a y i n g ,  "Come h u s b a n d  l e t t  a l l  
f o r m e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  be b u r i e d  S t r o d  u n d e r  F o o t e - "  But  he  
on ly  r e p l i e d ,  "Thou o l d  c h e a t i n g  R o g u e . " [ 2 2 ]  n e i t h e r  t h e
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s e r v i c e s  c f  a d e p u t y  h u s b a n d  n o r  t h e  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  o f  a  w i f e  
c o u l d  s a l v e  h i s  d i s t e m p e r ,  b u t  B e a t r i c e ' s  l o s s  i s  h i s t o r y ' s  
g a i n .  The  t u m u l t  w h i c h  t h r u s t  h e r  i n t o  c o u r t  g i v e s  l i f e  t o  
t h e  a s s e m b l a g e  o f  o b j e c t s  f o u n d  i n  h e r  Newbury k i t c h e n ,  and  
i t  h e l p s  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  h u s w i f e r y  i n  
t h e  s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n  c f  one  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  woman­
s' * $
B e a t r i c e  Plummer  r e p r e s e n t s  on e  t y p e  o f  e a r l y  Am e r i c an  
h o u s e w i f e .  Hannah G r a f t o n  r e p r e s e n t s
a n o t h e r . [ 2 3 ]  C h r o n o l o g y ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  a nd  p e r s o n a l  b i o g r a p h y  
c r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  i n v e n t o r i e s  o f  t h e  
two women, b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o b v i o u s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a s  w e l l .  L i k e  
B e a t r i c e  Plummer ,  Hannah G r a f t o n  l i v e d  i n  a h o u s e  w i t h  two 
major  r ooms  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  a nd  two c h a m b e r s  a b o v e -  At 
v a r i o u s  l o c a t i o n s  n e a r  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  rooms were  s e r v i c e  
a r e a s — a washhouse  w i t h  i t s  own l o f t  o r  c h a m b e r ,  a  s h o p ,  a 
l e a n t o ,  and  two c e l l a r s .  The  c e n t r a l  r ooms  i n  t h e  G r a f t o n  
hou se  w e r e  t h e  " p a r l o u r , " w i t h  t h e  e x p e c t e d  f e a t h e r  b e d ,  and 
t h e  " k i t c h e n , ” w h i ch  i n c l u d e d  such  t h e  same c o l l e c t i o n  o f  
u t e n s i l s  and i r o n  p o t s  which a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  Plummer  h o u s e -  
S t a n d i a g  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n  we re  a s p a d e  and a 
hoe ,  two i m p l e m e n t s  u s e f u l  o n l y  f o r  c h i p p i n g  away i c e  and 
snow on t h e  December  day on which  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  was t a k e n ,  
t hough  a p p a r e n t l y  d e s t i n e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  p u r p o s e  come s p r i n g .  
B i t h  a g a r d e n ,  a cow,  and  t h r e e  p i g s ,  Hannah G r a f t o n  c l e a r l y
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had a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  t u t  t h e s e  w e re  p e r f o r m e d  
i n  a s t r i k i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t  t h a n  on t h e  Plummer  f a r m .  
The G r a f t o n  h o m e p l o t  was a s i n g l e  a c r e  o f  l a n d  s t a n d i n g  j u s t  
a few f e e t  f r o m  s h o r e l i n e  i n  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t e r  o f  S a l e m . [ 2 4 ]  
J o s h u a  G r a f t o n  was a m a r i n e r  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r  b e f o r e
him.  H i s  e s t a t e  o f  236 f o u n d s  was m o d e s t ,  b u t  he  was s t i l l
a young man and  he had  f i r m  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s e a f a r i n g  
e l i t e  who were  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  economy o f  S a l e m .  Hhen he  
d i e d  l a t e  i n  1 6 9 9 ,  Hannah h ad  t h r e e  l i v i n g  c h i l d r e n — Hannah ,  
e i g h t ;  J o s h u a ,  s i x ;  and  P r i s c i l l a ,  who was j u s t  t e n  
months .  [ 2 5 ]  T h i s  young f a m i l y  u sed  t h e i r  s p a c e  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  had  t h e  P lummers .  The u p s t a i r s  c h a m b e r s  
which s e r v e d  a s  s t o r a g e  a r e a s  i n  t h e  Newbury f a r m h o u s e  were 
s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  h e r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  bed  i n  t h e  
p a r l o r  a n d  t h e  c r a d l e  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  t h e r e  we re  two b e d s  i n  
e a c h  o f  t h e  u p s t a i r s  r ooms-  Gne o f  t h e s e ,  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  
“s m a l l e r , "  may h a v e  b e e n  u sed  by young J o s h u a -  I t  would be
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know w h e t h e r  t h e  m o t h e r  c a r r i e d  t h e  two
chamber  p e t s  k e p t  i n  t h e  p a r l o u r  u p s t a i r s  t o  t h e  bed roo ms  a t  
n i g h t  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o u n d  t h e i r  way i n  t h e  d a r k  t o  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s ’ s i d e s  a s  n e c e s s i t y  demanded -  But  a d u l t s  were  
p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  f a r  away .  E e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  more b e d s t e a d s  
i n  t h e  G r a f t o n  h o u s e  t h a n  members o f  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y ,  
t h e y  may ha v e  s h a r e d  t h e i r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  w i th  u n m a r r i e d  
r e l a t i v e s  o r  s e r v a n t s -
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Ten c h a i r s  and  t w o  s t o o l s  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  k i t c h e n  w h i l e  
no f e w e r  t h a n  f i f t e e n  c h a i r s ,  i n  two  s e p a r a t e  s e t s  c rowded  
t h e  p a r l o u r  w i t h  i t s  c u r t a i n e d  bed-  The  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  punch 
bowl on a s q u a r e  t a b l e  i n  t h e  p a r l o u r  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  n o t i o n  
t h a t  s o c i a b i l i t y  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  v a l u e  i n  t h i s  Sa lem 
h o u s e h o l d -  T h i r t e e n  o u n c e s  o f  p l a t e ,  a p a i r  o f  g o l d  
b u t t o n s ,  and a s i l v e r  h e a d e d  c a n e  s u g g e s t  a  m ea su r e  o f  
l u x u r y  a s  w e l l — a l l  o f  t h i s  i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
P lummers ,  who had  o n l y  two c h a i r s  and  a b a c k l e s s  be nch  and  
no d i s c e r n i b l e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  a t  a l l -  Yet  t h e  G r a f t o n  h o u s e  
was o n l y  s l i g h t l y  more s p e c i a l i z e d  t h a n  t h e  Newbury 
f a r m h o u s e -  I t  h a d  no d i s c e r n i b l e  s e r v a n t s *  q u a r t e r s ,  no 
s h a r p  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  a c d  p r i v a t e  s p a c e s ,  no r e a l  
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  s l e e p i n g ,  e a t i n g ,  a nd  work-  A c r a d l e  i n  t h e  
k i t c h e n  and a  g o - c a r t  k e p t  w i t h  t h e  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l s  i n  t h e  
u p s t a i r s  chamber  show t h a t  l i t t l e  P r i s c i l l a  was v e r y  much a 
p a r t  o f  t f c i s  workaday  w o r l d .
How t h e n  m i g h t  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  Hannah G r a f t o n ' s  work 
h a v e  d i f f e r e d  f rom t h a t  c f  B e a t r i c e  Plummer?  C e r t a i n l y  
c o o k in g  r e m a i n e d  c e n t r a l -  H a n n a h ' s  menus p r o b a b l y  v a r i e d  
o n l y  s l i g h t l y  f r o m  t h o s e  p r e p a r e d  i n  t h e  Plummer  k i t c h e n ,  
and  h e r  c o o k i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  m us t  h a v e  been  i d e n t i c a l -  Bu t  
t h e r e  i s  one d r a m a t i c  d i f f e r e n c e  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  two 
i n v e n t o r i e s -  The G r a f t o n  h o u s e  c o n t a i n e d  no  p r o v i s i o n s  
wor th l i s t i n g  on t h a t  December  day when I s a a c  F o o t  and
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Sa m u e l  H i l l a r d  a p p e a r e d  t c  t a k e  i n v e n t o r y -  Hannah had 
b r e w i n g  v e s s e l s ,  b u t  no  m a l t ;  s i e v e s  and  a m ea l  t r o u g h ,  b u t  
no g r a i n ;  an d  a co w ,  b u t  no c h e e s e .  What  l i t t l e  m i l k  h e r  
cow g a v e  i n  w i n t e r  p r o b a b l y  went  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  
c h i l d r e n ' s  mugs .  P e r h a p s  s h e  would  c o n t i n u e  t o  b r e a s t f e e d  
P r i s c i l l a  u n t i l  s p r i n g  b r o u g h t  a more  s e c u r e  s u p p l y .  I n  
summer ,  s h e  migh t  make a l i t t l e  c o t t a g e  c h e e s e  o r  a t  h a r v e s t  
c u r d l e  some r i c h  m i l k  w i t h  wine o r  a l e  f o r  a " p o s s e t , ” b u t  
s h e  would h a v e  no s u r p l u s  t o  p r o c e s s  a s  b u t t e r  o r  c h e e s e -  
Her o r c h a r d  would  p r o d u c e  f r e s h  a p p l e s  f o r  p i e  on p u f f s  f o r  . 
au tu m n  s u p p e r ,  b u t  l i t t l e  e x t r a  f o r  t h e  c e l l a r -  Her  t h r e e  
p i g s  m i g h t  e v e n t u a l l y  a p p e a r ,  s a l t e d ,  i n  t h e  empty b a r r e l s  
s t o r e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  b u t  a s  y e t  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  t h e  
hope  of  b a c o n .  T r a d e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  was t h e  d o m i n a n t  m o t i f  i n  h e r  meal  
p r e p a r a t i o n s -
In  c o l o n i a l  New E n g l a n d  s c s t  f o c d  went  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  
p r o c e s s o r  o r  p r o d u c e r  t o  c o n s u m e r .  J o s h u a  may h a v e  
p u r c h a s e d  g r a i n  o r  f l o u r  f r om t h e  m i l l  n e a r  t h e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
c e n t e r  c a l l e d  " K n o c k e r ' s  H o l e , "  a b o u t  a m i l e  away f rom t h e i r  
h o u s e .  Or Hannah may ha v e  e sch ew ed  b r e a d m a k i n g  a l t o g e t h e r ,  
w a lk i n g  o r  s e n d i n g  a  s e r v a n t  t h e  h a l f  m i l e  t o  E l i z a b e t h  
H a s k e t t ' s  b a k e r y  n e a r  t h e  N or th  R i v e r .  F r e s h  mea t  f o r  t h e  
s p i t s  i n  h e r  w a s h h o u s e  may h a v e  come f r o m  J o h n  C r o m w e l l ' s  
s l a u g h t e r  h o u s e  on Ba in  S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l
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m e e t i n g  h o u s e  and  s o a p  f o r  h e r  w a s h t u b s  f rom t h e  s o a p b o i l e r  
f u r t h e r  up t h e  s t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  Cu a k e r  m e e t i n g  
h o u s e . [ 2 6 ]  S a l e m ,  l i k e  e t h e r  c o l o n i a l  t o w n s ,  Has l a y e d  o u t  
h e l t e r - s k e l t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  c f  t h e  w e a l t h y  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  wi th  t h e  s m a l l  h o u s e s  o f  c a r p e n t e r s  o r  
f i s h e r m e n -  B e c a u s e  t h e r e  was nc  c e n t e r  o f  r e t a i l  t r a d e ,  
a s s e m b l i n g  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  c f  a d i n n e r  i n v o l v e d  many 
t r a n s a c t i o n s -  S u g a r ,  w i n e ,  and  s p i c e s  came by s e a ;  f r e s h  
l am b ,  v e a l ,  e g g s ,  b u t t e r ,  g o o s e b e r r i e s ,  and p a r s n i p s  came by 
l a n d -  M e r c h a n t s  r e t a i l e d  t h e i r  g c c d s  i n  s h c p s  o r  w a r e h o u s e s  
n e a r  t h e i r  w h a r v e s  a nd  h o u s e s -  F a r m e r s  o r  t h e i r  w iv e s  o f t e n  
hawked t h e i r  p r o d u c e  d o o r  t o  d o o r - £ 2 7 ]  Salem had  a c h a r t e r  
f o r  a f a i r ,  r e m a r k e d  one  E n g l i s h  t r a v e l e r ,  " b u t  i t  b e g i n s  
l i k e  I n g e r s t o n e  M a r k e t ,  h a l f  a Hour  a f t e r  e l e v e n  a C l o c k ,  
an d  E nd s  h a l f  an  Hour  b e f o r e  3 v e l v e . £ 2 8 ]
I n  s u c h  a  s e t t i n g  t r a d i n g  f o r  f o o d  m i g h t  r e q u i r e  a s  
much e n e r g y  and  s k i l l  a s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  g r o w i n g  i t -  One 
k e y  t o  s u c c e s s  was  s i m p l y  knowing  where  t o  go -  Keep ing  
a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  s h i p s  i n  t h e  h a r b o r  o r  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  j u s t  t h e  r i g h t  f a r m w i f e  
f ro m  n e a r b y  Sa lem v i l l a g e  r e q u i r e d  t i m e  and a t t e n t i o n .  
E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  was t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  
u n s t a n d a r d i z e d  g o c d s  o f f e r e d -  An a p p a r e n t l y  sound  c h e e s e  
m i g h t  t e e m  w i t h  m a g g o t s  when c u t . £ 2 9 ]  S i n c e  c a s h  was 
s c a r c e ,  a  t h i r d  n e c e s s i t y  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c r e d i t ,  a
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p r o b l e m  which  u l t i m a t e l y  d e v o l v e d  upon h u s b a n d s -  Bu t  p e t t y  
h a g g l i n g  e v e r  d i r e c t  e x c h a n g e s  was a l s o  a f e a t u r e  o f  t h i s  
b a r t e r  economy.
Hannah G r a f t o n  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a d e  on more t h a n  one  
l e v e l -  The " s h o p "  a t t a c h e d  t o  h e r  h o u s e  was n o t  t h e  
a l l - p u r p o s e  s t o r a g e  s h e d  and  we rk reem i t  s eems  t o  h a v e  been  
f o r  F r a n c i s  P lummer -  I t  was a r e t a i l  s t o r e ,  o f f e r i n g  d o o r  
l o c k s ,  n a i l s ,  h a mm ers ,  g i m l e t s  and o t h e r  h a r d w a r e  a s  w e l l  a s  
E n g l i s h  c l o t h ,  p i n s ,  n e e d l e s ,  a nd  t h r e a d -  As a  m a r i n e r ,  
J o s h u a  G r a f t o n  may w e l l  have  s a i l e d  t h e  s h i p  which  b r o u g h t  
t h e s e  g o o d s  t o  S a l e m -  I n  h i s  a b s e n c e ,  Hannah was n o t  o n l y  a 
m o t h e r  and  a h o u s e w i f e ,  b u t  l i k e  many o t h e r  S a l em  women s h e  
was a s h o p k e e p e r  a s  w e l l -
T h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  G r a f t o n  
i n v e n t o r y  which was n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  
P lum mer ’ s — c a r e  o f  c l o t h i n g -  P r e s u m a b l y  B e a t r i c e  Plummer  
wa she d  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a " w a s h h o u s e - " 
Hannah d i d -  The a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h i s  u n u s u a l  room i s  f a r  
f r o m  c l e a r -  Cn De cember  2 ,  1699 i t  c o n t a i n e d  two s p i t s ,  two  
" b o u l d i s h e s , " a  g r i d i r o n ,  and  " e t h e r  t h i n g s - "  H h e t h e r  t h o s e  
o t h e r  t h i n g s  i n c l u d e d  wash t u b s ,  s o a p ,  o r  a  b e a t i n g  s t a f f  i s  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e -  I n  a s e a p o r t  t o w n ,  a b u i l d i n g  w i t h  
a f i r e  f o r  h e a t i n g  r i n s e  w a t e r ,  b o i l i n g  l a u n d r y ,  and  d r y i n g  
c l o t h e s  c o u l d  ha v e  b e e n  t h e  b a s e  f o r  a t h r i v i n g  home 
i n d u s t r y .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  i n  t h e  G r a f t o n
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i n v e n t o r y -  L i k e  t h e  " h u t t e r i e s "  and  " d a i r i e s "  which a p p e a r  
i n  o t h e r  New E n g l a n d  h o u s e s ,  t h i s  room may h a v e  r e t a i n e d  a 
s p e c i a l i z e d  E n g l i s h  name w h i l e  a c t u a l l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  a 
m u l t i p u r p o s e  s t o r a g e  and  s e r v i c e  r c c n .  £ 3 0 ]  Wi th  i t s  s p i t s  
a nd  g r i d i r o n ,  Hannah G r a f t o n ’ s  " w a s h h o u s e "  may h a v e  s e r v e d  
a s  an  e x t r a  c o o k i n g  s p a c e ,  p e r h a p s  on o c c a s i o n s  when a l l  
f i f t e e n  c h a i r s  i n  t h e  p a r l o u r  were  f i l l e d .
B u t  on any m o r n i n g  i n  De cember  i t  c o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  be en  
hung w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  wash .  Dark woo len  j a c k e t s  and  
p e t t i c o a t s  we n t  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r  w i t h o u t  s e e i n g  a k e t t l e  o f  
s u d s ,  b u t  l i n e n  s h i f t s ,  a p r o n s ,  s h i r t s ,  and  h a n d k e r c h i e f s  
r e q u i r e d  w a s h i n g .  L a u n d e r i n g  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  been  a week ly  
a f f a i r  i n  mos t  c o l o n i a l  h o u s e h o l d s ,  b u t  i t  was a 
w e l l - d e f i n e d  i f  i n f r e q u e n t  n e c e s s i t y  e v e n  f o r  t r a n s i e n t  
s eamen  a n d  l a b o r e r s .  One c a n  o n l y  s p e c u l a t e  on i t s  
f r e q u e n c y  i n  a h o u s e  w i th  a c h i l d  u n d e r  a y e a r .  When h e r  
baby was  o n l y  a few mo n th s  o l d ,  Hannah may have  l e a r n e d  t o  
h o l d  l i t t l e  P r i s c i l l a  a v e r  t h e  c h am b e r  p o t  a t  f r e q u e n t  
i n t e r v a l s ,  b u t  i n  e a r l y  i n f a n c y ,  t i g h t l y  wra pp ed  i n  he r  
c r a d l e ,  t h e  b a by  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h a v e  u s e d  f i v e  d o z en  " c l o u t s "  
and  a l m o s t  a s  many " b e l l y  b a n d s "  f ro m one w a s h i n g  t o  
a n o t h e r .  w i t h  h e r  f i r s t  c h i l d  Hannah would  ha v e  d i s c o v e r e d ,  
i f  h e r  m o t h e r  had  n o t  a l r e a d y  t o l d  h e r ,  t h a t  f r e q u e n t  
w a s h i n g s  and r e g u l a r  b o i l i n g  h e l p e d  t c  p r e v e n t  ope n  s o r e s  
a n d  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s .  Euen w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  a " p i l c h , "  a
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t h i c k  s q u a r e  o f  f l a n n e l  s e c u r e l y  bound  o v e r  t h e  d i a p e r ,  
b l a n k e t s  and  c o v e r l e t s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  n e e d e d  s u d s i n g  a s  v e i l .
A woman v i t h  a " w a s h h o u s e "  was n o t  l i k e l y  t o  r e d r y  unwashed  
d i a p e r s  and b e d d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  f i r e . £ 3 1 ]
J o s h u a ’ s  s h i r t s  a nd  h e r  own a p r o n s  and  s h i f t s  would 
r e q u i r e  c a r e f u l  i r o n i n g  a s  w e l l .  H a nn ah ’ s  " s m o o t h i n g  i r o n s "  
f i t  i n t o  t h e i r  own h e a t e r s  which  s h e  f i l l e d  w i th  c o a l s  f rom 
t h e  f i r e .  As t h e  e m b e r s  waned and  t h e  i r o n s  c o o l e d ,  Hannah 
made f r e q u e n t  t r i p s  f r o m h e r  t a b l e  t o  t h e  h e a r t h  t o  t h e  f i r e  
and  b a c k  t o  t h e  t a b l e  a g a i n .  At  l e a s t  two o f  t h e s e  h e a v y  
i n s t r u m e n t s  were  e s s e n t i a l .  A dampened i r o n  c o u l d  d r y  a nd  
w r i n k l e  w h i l e  a s i n g l e  f l a t  i r o n  r e p l e n i s h e d  i t s  h e a t - [ 3 2 ]
As f r e q u e n t  a t a s k  a s  w a s h i n g  was s e w i n g .  J o s h u a ’ s  
c o a t s  an d  b r e e c h e s  w e n t  t c  a t a i l o r ,  b u t  h i s  s h i r t s  were 
p r o b a b l y  made a t  h om e .  C e r t a i n l y  Hannah s t i t c h e d  and  
u n s t i t c h e d  t h e  t u c k s  which  a l t e r e d  P r i s c i l l a ’ s  s i m p l e  gowns 
and p e t t i c o a t s  a s  s h e  g r ew.  The l i t t l e  d r e s s e s  which t h e  
baby  t r a i l e d  i n  h e r  g o - c a r t  had  on c e  c l o t h e d  h e r  b r o t h e r -  
G e n d e r  i d e n t i t y  i n  c h i l d h o o d  was l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h i s  
s o c i e t y  t h a n  economy o f  e f f o r t -  I t  was n o t  t h a t  b o j s  were  
s e e n  a s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  g i r l s ,  o n l y  t h a t  a l l - p u r p o s e  g a r m e n t s  
c o u l d  b e  handed  f r o m  one  c h i l d  t o  a n o t h e r  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s e x ,  
an d  d r e s s e s  were  more e a s i l y  a l t e r e d  t h a n  b r e e c h e s  and  more  
a d a p t a b l e  t o  d i a p e r i n g  a r d  t o i l e t i n g .  At  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  
a g e ,  l i t t l e  Hannah had p r o b a b l y  b e gu n  t o  i m i t a t e  h e r
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m o t h e r ' s  e v e n  s t i t c h e s ,  h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  men d in g ,  
a l t e r i n g ,  an d  k n i t t i n g  w h i c h  k e p t  t h i s  g r o w i n g  f a m i l y  
c l o t h e d - [ 3 3  ]
I n  seme ways t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m s  i n  t h e  G r a f t o n  
i n v e n t o r y  a r e  t h e  two  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l s  k e p t  i n  t h e  u p s t a i r s  
c h a m b e r -  w i t h  t w e n t y - f i v e  s h e e p  i n  t h e  f o l d  and a loom i n  
t h e  s h e d ,  B e a t r i c e  P l u m m e r ' s  wheel  and r e e l  had  b e e n  key 
c o m p o n e n t s  i n  an  i n t r i c a t e  p r o d u c t i o n  c h a i n -  No t  so  i n  
Sa l em-  C h i l d r e n — n o t  s h e e p — p u t  w h e e l s  i n  Hannah G r a f t o n ' s  
h o u s e .  The m e c h a n i c a l  n a t u r e  o f  s p i n n i n g  made i t  a p e r f e c t  
o c c u p a t i o n  f o r  women whose  s e i i c u s  a t t e n t i o n  was e n g r o s s e d  
by t h e  c a r e  o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n . £ 34 ] T h i s  i s  one  
r e a s o n  why t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  w h e e l s  i n  b o t h  York  an d  E s s e x  
C o u n t i e s  had a c o n s t a n c y  o v e r  t im e  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
o w n e r s h i p  o f  s h e e p  o r  l o o m s -  I n  t h e  d o z e n  i n v e n t o r i e s  t a k e n  
i n  u r b a n  Sa l em a b o u t  t h e  t i m e  o f  J o s h u a  G r a f t o n ' s  d e a t h ,  t h e  
s i x  n o n - s p i n n e r s  a v e r a g e d  cne  mino r  c h i l d  e a c h ,  t h e  s i x  
s p i n n e r s  had a l m o s t  f o u r -  I n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  wheel  was p a r t  
o f  t h e  a l m o s t  r i t u a l i s t i c  p r e p a r a t i o n  m o t h e r s  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  
d a u g h t e r s . [ 3 5 ]  S p i n n i n g  was a c s e f u l  c r a f t ,  e a s i l y  p i c k e d  
up ,  e a s i l y  p u t  down,  and  e ve n  s n a i l  g u a n t i t i e s  of  y a rn  c o u l d  
be k n i t t e d  i n t o  c a p s ,  s t o c k i n g s ,  b a g s ,  and  m i t t e n s .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  no d o c u m e n t e d  e v e n t  i n  Hannah 
G r a f t o n ' s  l i f e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t c  B e a t r i c e  P l u m m e r ' s  c o l o r f u l  
a p p e a r a n c e  i n  c o u r t -  B u t  a c l u s t e r  o f  o b j e c t s  i n  t h e
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cham ber  oTjer h e r  k i t c h e n  s u g g e s t s  a f a n c i f u l #  b u t  by no 
means i m p r o b a b l e ,  v i g n e t t e -  I u a g i n e  b e r  g a t h e r e d  w i th  h e r  
two d a u g h t e r s  i n  t h i s  u p s t a i r s  room an a  w i n t e r y  New E n g la n d  
d a y -  L i t t l e  P r i s c i l l a  n a v i g a t e s  a r o u n d  t h e  end o f  t h e  
b e d s t e a d  i n  h e r  g o - c a r t  w h i l e  h e r  n e t h e r  s i t s  a t  one 
s p i n n i n g  wheel  a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  a t  t h e  o t h e r -  Young Hannah i s  
s p i n n i n g  " o a k u m , "  t h e  c o a r s e s t  and l e a s t  e x p e n s i v e  p a r t  o f  
t h e  f l a x .  As be r  m o t h e r  l e a n s  e v e r  t o  h e l p  h e r  wind t h e  
uneven  t h r e a d  on t h e  b o b b i n ,  s h e  c a t c h e s  a t r o u b l e s o m e  s c e n t  
f r om d o w n s t a i r s .  Have t h e  t u r n i p s  c a u g h t  on  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  
t h e  p o t ?  Has t h e  maid  s c o r c h e d  J o s h u a ’ s b e s t  s h i r t ?  Or h a s  
a  f a m i l y  s e r v a n t  r e t u r n e d  f rom t h e  wha r f  a n d  s p r e a d  h i s  wet  
c l o t h e s  by  t h e  f i r e ?  H a s t e n i n g  down t h e  n a r r o w  s t a i r s  t o  
t h e  k i t c h e n ,  Hannah h e a r s  t h e  shop  b e l l  r i n g -  J u s t  t h e n  
l i t t l e  P r i s c i l l a ,  l e f t  u p s t a i r s  w i t h  h e r  s i s t e r ,  b e g i n s  t o  
c r y -  I n  su ch  p i v o t a l  b u t  u n r e c o r d e d  moments  much o f  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  women l i e s  b i d d e n .
* * *
The  t h i r d  i n v e n t o r y  c an  he more g u i c k l y  
d e s c r i b e d . [ 3 6  ] E l i a s  Hear  o f  Y or k ,  Maine  l e f t  an  e s t a t e  
t o t a l l i n g  n i n e t y - t w o  p o u n d s ,  o f  wh ich  l e s s  t h a n  s e v e n  p ou n d s  
was i n  h o u s e h o l d  goods— i n c l u d i n g  seme o l d  p e w t e r ,  a  p o t ,  
two b e d s t e a d s ,  b e d d i n g ,  one  c h e s t ,  and  a  b o x -  Hea r  a l s o  
owned a s a d d l e ,  t h r e e  g u n s ,  and a r i v e r  c r a f t  c a l l e d  a 
g u n d a l o w .  But  h i s  w e a l t h ,  s u c h  a s  i t  was ,  c o n s i s t e d  of  l a n d
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( f o r t y  po u nd s )  a nd  l i v e s t o c k  ( t h i r t y - s i x  p o u n d s ) .  I t  i s  n o t  
j u s t  r e l a t i v e  p o v e r t y  wh ich  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  E l i a s  W e a r ' s  
i n v e n t o r y  f ro m  t h e s e  c f  J o s h u a  G r a f t c n  o r  F r a n c i s  Plummer .  
E ve r y  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  ha d  men whc owned 
o n l y  a  p o t ,  a b e d ,  an d  a c h e s t .  T h e i r  c h i l d r e n  c r o w d e d  i n  
w i t h  t h e m  o r  s l e p t  on s t r a w .  T he s e  nen and  t h e i r  s e n s  
p r o v i d e d  some o f  t h e  l a b o r  which  . h a r v e s t e d  b a r l e y  f o r  
f a r m e r s  l i k e  F r a n c i s  P lummer  c r  s t e p p e d  m a s t s  f o r  m a r i n e r s  
l i k e  J o s h u a  G r a f t o n ,  T h e i r  w ives  and t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s  c a r d e d  
wool  o r  k n e a d e d  b r e a d  i n  o t h e r  women ' s  k i t c h e n s -  No, E l i a s  
Wear was  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by a s p e c i a l  s c r t  c f  f r o n t i e r  
p o v e r t y .
H i s  f a t h e r  ha d  come t o  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  
1 6 4 0 ' s ,  e x p l o r i n g  and  t r a d i n g  f c r  f u r s  a s  f a r  i n l a n d  i n  New 
H a m p s h i r e  a s  L ak e  H i n n e s p e s a u k e e .  By 1650 he had  s e t t l e d  i n  
York ,  a t h e n  h o p e f u l  s i t e  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a p a t r i m o n y -  
F o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  d i e d  i n  t h e  York  M a s s a c r e ,  an  a s s a u l t  
o f  F r e n c h  and  I n d i a n s  wh ich  v i r t u a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  t own ,  
b r i n g i n g  d e a t h  o r  c a p t i v i t y  t c  f u l l  h a l f  c f  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s , [ 3 7 ]  A l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s  w a r f a r e  b e t w e e n  1689 and 
1713 c r e a t e d  p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  t h e  m e r c h a n t  communi ty  o f  
P o r t s m o u t h  and  K i t t e r y ,  b u t  i t  k e p t  a c s t  c f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
o f  o u t l y i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  a s t a t e  o f  i m p e c u n i o u s  
s e c u r i t y - [38  j
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I n  1 6 9 6 ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  on a s m a l l  h o m e s t e a d  i n  t h e  same 
n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  w h i c h  h i s  f a t h e r  had  b e e n  k i l l e d ,  E l i a s  Hear  
m a r r i e d  a young  widow w i t h  t h e  f i t t i n g  name o f  Magde l an .
When t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d  was b o r n  " t o o  s o o n , ” t h e  c o u p l e  f o u n d  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n  York C o u n t y  C o u r t  o w n i n g  a p r e s e n t m e n t  f o r  
f o r n i c a t i o n -  A l t h o u g h  New E n g l a n d  c c u r t s  were s t i l l  
s e n t e n c i n g  c o u p l e s  i n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o  " n i n e  s t r i p e s  
a p i e c e  upon t h e  Naked b a c k , "  mos t  o f  t h e  d e f e n d a n t s ,  l i k e  
t h e  H e a r s ,  managed t o  p a y  t h e  n o t - i n c o n s e g u e n t i a l  f i n e -  The 
f i f t y - n i n e  s h i l l i n g s  w h i c h  E l i a s  a n s  Magd a l e n  p l e d g e d  t h e  
c o u r t  a m o u n t e d  t o  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  two 
s t e e r s .  A p r e s e n t m e n t  f o r  f o r n i c a t i o n  was e x p e n s i v e  a s  w e l l  
a s  i n c o n v e n i e n t -  B u t ,  i t  d i d  n o t  c a r r y  a p e r m a n e n t  o n u s .  
H i t h i n  s e v e n  y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n ,  E l i a s  was h i m s e l f  
s e r v i n g  on t h e  " J u r y  o f  T r y a l l s "  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y ,  w h i l e  
Magda l en  had p r o v e d  h e r s e l f  a d u t i f u l  and  p r o d u c t i v e  
wi f e-C 39 J
E v e r y  o t h e r  w i n t e r  s h e  g a v e  b i r t h ,  p r o d u c i n g  f o u r  
s o n s — E l l a s ,  J e r e m i a h ,  J o h n ,  and  J o s e p h — i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
u n t i m e l y  B u t h .  A s i x t h  c h i l d ,  Mary,  was j u s t  f i v e  mon ths  
o l d  when h e r  f a t h e r  met  h i s  o w e  d e a t h  by  I n d i a n s  i n  A u g u s t  
o f  1707 w h i l e  t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e i r  Cape  Ned d i ck  home and  
t h e  more  d e n s e l y  s e t t l e d  York v i l l a g e - [ 4 0 J  W i t h o u t  t h e  
b e n e f i t s  c f  a  c r a d l e ,  a g o - c a r t ,  a  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l ,  o r  e v e n  a 
s e c u r e  s u p p l y  o f  g r a i r ,  Ma gda l e n  r a i s e d  t h e s e  s i x  c h i l d r e n -
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O n f o r t u n a  t e l y ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  i n  h e r  i n v e n t o r y  and  n o t h i n g  
i n  any o t h e r  r e c o r d  t o  doc um en t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s t r a t e g i e s  
which s h e  u s e d ,  t h o u g h  t h e  g e n e r a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  h e r  l i f e  
c a n  be  i m a g i n e d .
C h o p p i n g  and  h a u l i n g  f o r  a l o c a l  t i m b e r  m e r c h a n t ,  E l i a s  
c o u l d  h a v e  f i l l e d  M a g d a l e n ' s  p o r r i d g e  p o t  w i t h  g r a i n  s h i p p e d  
f rom  t h e  p o r t s  o f  Sa lem o r  B o s t o n -  C u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  c o r n  
f a m i n e ,  a n  a l m o s t  y e a r l y  o c c u r e n c e  on  t h e  Maine  f r o n t i e r ,  
s h e  m i g h t  h a v e  gone  h e r s e l f  w i t h  o t h e r  w ives  o f  h e r  
s e t t l e m e n t  t o  d i g  on t h e  c lam f l a t s ,  h e d g i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  day  
when r e l i e f  would  come by  s e a . £ 4 1 ]  L i k e  E e a t r i c e  Plummer  and 
Hannah G r a f t o n ,  s h e  would  h av e  s p e n t  some h o u r s  c o o k i n g ,  
w a s h i n g ,  h o e i n g  c a b b a g e s ,  b a r g a i n i n g  w i t h  n e i g h b o r s ,  and  i n  
s e a s o n  h e r d i n g  a n d  m i l k i n g  a cow.  But  p o v e r t y ,  s h o r t  
su m m e r s ,  and  r o u g h  l a n d  a l s o  made g a t h e r i n g  an e s s e n t i a l  
p a r t  o f  h e r  work-  He nay i m a g i n e  hex  c u t t i n g  p i n e  s p l i n t e r s  
f o r  l i g h t  and  " c a t t a i l s "  and " s i l k g r a s s "  f o r  b e d s -  Long 
b e f o r e  h e r  s m a l l  g a r d e n  b e g a n  t o  p r o d u c e ,  s h e  wou ld  hav e  
s e a r c h e d  c u t  a  w i l d  " s a l l e t "  i n  t h e  n e a r b y  woods ,  i n  summer 
t u r n i n g  t o  s t r e a m s  and  b a r r e n s  f o r  o t e r  d e l i c a c i e s  c o n g e n i a l  
t o  E n g l i s h  t a s t e — e e l s ,  s a l m o n ,  b e r r i e s ,  a nd  p lu ms -  She 
would h a v e  e m b a r k e d  on  su c h  e x c u r s i o n s  w i t h  c a u t i o n ,  
h o w e v e r ,  r e m e m b e r i n g  t h e  w i v e s  o f  n e a r b y  E x e t e r  who t o o k  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  t h e  woods f o r  s t r a w b e r r i e s  " w i t h o u t  a ny  
Gua rd "  a n d  n a r r o w l y  a v o i d e d  c a p t u r e . £ 4 2 ]
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F r o n t i e r  d a n g e r  drew s c a t t e r e d  f a m i l i e s  t o g e t h e r ,  
s o m e t i m e s  c o m p r e s s i n g  an  e n t i r e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n t o  a 
d e s i g n a t e d  " g a r r i s o n "  f o r  d a y s  a t  a  t i m e .  N e a r  s a w m i l l s ,  
t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  we re  s o m e t i m e s  t r u e  g a r r i s o n s ,  f o r t i f i e d  
h o u s e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  m a c h i n e - s m o o t h e d  t i m b e r s  l a i d  e d g e  t o  
e d g e .  J u s t  a s  o f t e n  t h e y  we re  s i m p l y  t h e  l a r g e s t  o r  mos t  
s u b s t a n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s  i n  e a c h  s e t t l e m e n t . [ 4 3 ]  Homen l i k e  
Magdal en  Hear  went  t o  t h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e s e  s ame  h o u s e s  i n  
t i m e s  o f  p e a c e ,  a s k i n g  t o  b o r r o w  m a l t  o r  o f f e r i n g  t o  s p i n  
f o r  a d a y .
Only  t h e  mos t  p r o s p e r o u s  f a m i l i e s  o f  Maine  an d  New 
H a m p s h i r e  b u i l t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p a r l o r - h a l l  h o u s e p l a n  wh ic h  
was b e co m in g  t y p i c a l  o f  E s se x  Coun ty  by t h e  end o f  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The H e a r s  p r o b a b l y  l i v e d  i n  a 
s i n g l e - s t o r y  c o t t a g e  w h i ch  may c r  may n e t  h a v e  b e e n  
s u b d i v i d e d  i n t c  more t h a n  o n e  roo m.  A l o f t  a b o v e  p r o v i d e d  
e x t r a  s p a c e  f o r  s t o r a g e  o r  s l e e p i n g .  H i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a 
l e a n t o ,  t h i s  h o u s e  c o u l d  ha v e  s h e l t e r e d  a n i m a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  
hum ans ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h a r s h  w e a t h e r  o r  i n  p e r i o d s  o f  I n d i a n  
a l a r m .  H o u s in g  a  p i g  o r  a c a l f  i n  t h e  n e x t  room would  ha ve  
s i m p l i f i e d  M a g d a l e n ' s  c h c i e ' s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r .  I f  sh e  managed 
t o  r a i s e  a few c h i c k e n s ,  t h e s e  t o o  would h a v e  t h r i v e d  b e t t e r  
n e a r  t h e  k i t c h e n  f i r e . [ U 4 ]
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T h u s ,  p e n u r y  e r a s e d  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  d e m a r c a t i o n  c f  
“ h o u s e s ” and “ y a r d s ” e v i d e n t  i n  yeoman i n v e n t o r i e s -  I t  a l s o  
b l u r r e d  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  work o f  a husbandman  an d  
t h e  work  o f  h i s  w i f e -  At p l a n t i n g  t i a e  and  a t  h a r v e s t ,  
Magdal en  Wear u n d o u b t e d l y  we n t  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d s  t o  h e l p  
E l i a s ,  t a k i n g  h e r  b a b i e s  w i th  h e r  o r  l e a v i n g  R u t h  t o  w a t c h  
t hem a s  b e s t  s h e  c o u l d - £ 4 5 ]  A c e n t u r y  l a t e r  a n  e l d e r l y  
Maine woman b r a g g e d  t h a t  s h e  “ had d r o p p e d  c o r n  many a d a y  
w i t h  two  g o v e r n o r s :  a  j u d g e  i n  h e r  a rms  and  a  g e n e r a l  on h e r  
b a c k - ” [ 4 6 ]  None o f  t h e  Wear c h i l d r e n  grew up t o  such  
p r o m i n e n c e ,  b u t  a l l  s i x  c f  them s u r v i v e d  t o  a d u l t h o o d  and  
f o u r  m a r r i e d  and  f o u n d e d  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e i r  own- S ix  
c h i l d r e n  d i d  n o t  p r e v e n t  Magdal en  Wear f rom r e m a r r y i n g  
w i t h i n  two  y e a r s  o f  b e r  h u s b a n d ' s  d e a t h -  W h a t e v e r  h e r  
a s s e t s — a p l e a s a n t  f a c e ,  a s t r o n g  b a c k ,  o r  l i f e - t i m e  
p o s s e s s i o n  f o r t y  p o u n d s  i n  l a n d — s h e  was s o o n  wed t o  t h e  
u n m a r r i e d  s o n  o f  a n e i g h b o r i n g  H i l l  c w n e r . £ 4 7 ]
* * *
M ag da l en  S e a r ,  Hannah  G r a f t o n ,  and  B e a t r i c e  Plummer  
were  a l l  " t y p i c a l ” New E n g l a n d  h o u s e w i v e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
1 6 5 0 - 1 7 5 0 .  M a g d a l e n ' s  i r o n  p o t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  h o u s e k e e p i n g  
minimum which o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  f r o n t i e r  l i f e -  H a n n a h ' s  
punch  bowl  and  h e r  h a r d w a r e  shop  e x e n p l i f y  b o t h  t h e  commerce  
and  t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  c o a s t a l  t o w n s -  
B e a t r i c e ' s  b r e w i n g  t u b s  and  c h u r n  e p i t o m i z e  home
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m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and a g r a r i a n  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  a s  t h e y  e x i s t e d  
i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  v i l l a g e s .  Each  t y p e  c f  h o u s e k e e p i n g  c o u l d  be 
f ou n d  so m e w h er e  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  i n  any  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y .  Ye t  t h e s e  t h r e e  women s h o u l d  n o t  he  p l a c e d  i n  
r i g i d l y  s e p a r a t e  c a t e g o r i e s .  H e a l t h ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  o c c u p a t i o n ,  
and  a g e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  seme ’-omen i n  any  d e c a d e  would be 
more h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  one  a s p e c t  o f  h o u s e k e e p i n g  t h a n  
a n o t h e r ,  y e t  a l l  t h r e e  women s h a r e d  a common v o c a t i o n .  Each 
u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  r y t h a s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n s ,  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  of  
f i r e b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  d a i l y  demands  o f  
c o o k i n g ,  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  c f  home p r o d u c t i o n ,  an d  t h e  
d e x t e r i t y  demanded  f ro m t h e  o f t e n  c o n f l i c t i n g  r o l e s  of 
h o u s e k e e p e r ,  m o t h e r ,  a nd  w i f e .
The t h i n g  which  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e s e  women f rom t h e i r  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  modern A m e r i c a  was n e t ,  a s  some h i s t o r i a n s  
h a v e  s u g g e s t e d ,  t h a t  t h e i r  work was e s s e n t i a l  t o  s u r v i v a l -  
HS u r v i v a l . , "  a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  a m i n i m a l  c o n c e p t .  I n d i v i d u a l  men 
and  women h a v e  n e v e r  n e e d e d  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r  mere s u r v i v a l ,  
b u t  f o r  f a r  more c o m p l e x  r e a s o n s ,  and  women we r e  e s s e n t i a l  
i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f o r  t h e  v e r y  same r e a s o n s  t h e y  
a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o d a y — f o r  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e .  As 
t h e  I n d i a n s  and  Edmund B e r r y  knew, E n g l i s h  h u s b a n d s  c o u l d  
l i v e  w i t h o u t  c h e e s e  and  b e e r .  Nor was i t  t h e  mono tony o f  
t h e s e  women*s l i v e s  o r  t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e s  wh ich  
r e a l l y  s e t  t hem a p a r t .  Women i n  i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s  have
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l i v e d  m o n o t o n o u s  and  c o n f i n i n g  l i v e s ,  and  t h e y  may ha v e  
worked  e v e n  h a r d e r  t h a n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a n  women. The r e a l l y  
s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  s o c i a l .
I n  t h i s  b r i e f  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  work ,  we h a v e  m e r e l y  
h i n t e d  a t  t h e  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g  i n  wh ich  wcrk o c c u r r e d -  8e 
h a v e  n o t e d  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  B e a t r i c e  P l u m m e r ’ s  n e i g h b o r s  
i n  h e r  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  h e r  h u s t a n d ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  c f  Hannah G r a f t o n ,  and  t h e  
b l u r r i n g  o f  g e n d e r  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  t h e  f r o n t i e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  
t l a g d a l e n  Kear -  I n  l a t e r  c h a p t e r s  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  w i l l  be  
e l a b o r a t e d .  He r e  we c a n  s i m p l y  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
e a r l y  A m e r i c a n  housewf ives  were  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l e s s  by  t h e  
t a s k s  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d  t h a n  by f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
which l i n k e d  e co n o m ic  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  f a m i l y  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and w h i c h  t i e d  e a c h  woman’ s h o u s e h o l d  t o  
t h e  l a r g e r  w o r l d  o f  h e r  v i l l a g e  o r  t ow n .
F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i o u s  E a t h s h e t a  ha s  b e e n  
p i c t u r e d  s i t t i n g  a t  a s p i n n i n g  w h e e l - " S h e  l a y e t h  b e r  h a n d s  
t o  t h e  s p i n d l e ,  a n d  h e r  h a n d s  h o l d  t h e  d i s t a f f . "  P e r h a p s  i t  
i s  t i m e  t o  s u g g e s t  a  new i c o n  f o r  women’ s h i s t o r y -  
C e r t a i n l y  s p i n n i n g  was an i m p o r t a n t  f e m a l e  c r a f t  i n  n o r t h e r n  
New E n g l a n d ,  l i n k e d  n e t  o n l y  t c  h o u s e w o r k  b u t  t o  m o t h e r i n g ,  
b u t  i t  was one  e n t e r p r i s e  among many.  S p i n n i n g  w h e e l s  a r e  
s u c h  i n t r i g u i n g  a nd  p i c t u r e s g u e  o b j e c t s ,  s o  r e s o n a n t  w i t h  
a n t i g u i t y ,  t h a t  t h e y  t e n d  t c  o b s c u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  c l a r i f y  t h e
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n a t u r e  o f  f e m a l e  e c o n o m i c  l i f e ,  m ak i ng  home p r o d u c t i o n  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a n  h u s w i f e r y  a n d  t h e  e r a  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t h e  p e r i o d  c f  c r u c i a l  change . .  C h a l l e n g i n g  
t h e  s y m b o l i s m  o f  t h e  wheel  n o t  o n l y  u n d e r m i n e s  t h e  p o p u l a r  
s t e r e o t y p e ,  i t  q u e s t i o n s  a p r e v a i l i n g  e m p h a s i s  i n  women' s  
h i s t o r y -
An a l t e r n a t e  symb o l  m i g h t  be t h e  p o c k e t .  I n  e a r l y  
A m e r i c a ,  a wom an ' s  p o c k e t  was n e t  a t t a c h e d  t o  h e r  c l o t h i n g ,  
b u t  t i e d  a r o u n d  h e r  w a i s t  w i t h  a s t r i n g  o r  t a p e .  ( i hen  
"Lucy  L o c k e t  l o s t  h e r  p o c k e t ,  K i t t y  F i s h e r  f o u n d  i t - " )  A 
s l i t  i n  t h e  seam o f  h e r  p e t t i c o a t  o r  gown wou ld  a l l o w  h e r  t o  
wear  i t  i n s i d e  a s  w e l l  a s  o u t s i d e  h e r  c l o t h i n g .  Much b e t t e r  
t h a n  a s p i n n i n g  w h e e l ,  t h i s  homely  o b j e c t  s y m b o l i z e s  t h e  
o b s c u r i t y ,  t h e  d i v e r s i t y ,  and  t h e  p e r s o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  wo m e n ' s  
work .  A woman s a t  a t  a w h e e l ,  t u t  s h e  c a r r i e d  h e r  p o c k e t  
w i t h  h e r  f rom room t o  room,  f ro m h o u s e  t c  y a r d ,  f r o m  y a r d  t o  
s t r e e t -  The i t e m s  which i t  c o n t a i n e d  wou ld  s h i f t  f rom d a y  
t o  day a n d  f rom y e a r  t o  y e a r ,  t u t  t h e y  wou ld  o f  n e c c e s s i t y  
be  s m a l l ,  e a s i l y  l e s t ,  y e t  e s s e n t i a l — k n i t t i n g  n e e d l e s  and  a 
ha n k  o f  y a r n ,  a comb,  a h i t  c f  s p i c e  o r  r i b b o n  t o  t r a d e  w i t h  
a n e i g h b o r ,  a n  u n d a r n e d  sock  o r  u n f i n i s h e d  c a p ,  a n d  h e r  
h o u s e h o l d  k e y s .  A p o c k e t  c o u l d  be  a mended and  p a t c h e d  
pouch  o f  p l a i n  homespun  o r  a r i c h  p e r s o n a l  o r n a m e n t  b o l d l y  
e m b r o i d e r e d  i n  c r e w e l .  I t  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s t a t u s  a s  w e l l  a s  
t h e  s k i l l s  o f  i t s  owne r -  T a k i n g  k e y s  f rom h e r  p o c k e t ,  a
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h o u s e w i f e  m i g h t  u n l o c h  a c e l l a r  f i l l e d  w i th  s a l t  mea t  and  
c i d e r ,  a g r e a t  c o u r t  c u p b o a r d  g r a c e d  w i t h  s i l v e r  p o r r i n g e r s  
and g o b l e t s ,  a box w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  B i b l e ,  a n  u p s t a i r s
chamber  s t o r e d  w i t h  g r a i n ,  c r  s i m p l y  a c r u d e  p i n e  c h e s t  k e p t
a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  h e r  b e d -
A h o u s e w i f e ' s  k e y s  had s y m b o l i c  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  and  o f  
t h e m s e l v e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e f l e c t e d  a u t h o r i t y .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  
an  a r g u m e n t  b e t w e e n  a H a v e r h i l l  man a nd  h i s  w i f e  b r o k e  o u t  
when he  r e f u s e d  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  c e l l a r  key  a f t e r  p o u r i n g  a 
d r i n k  o f  c i d e r  f o r  a f r i e n d - [ 4 8 ]  The p o s s e s s i o n  o f  k e y s  
r a t i f i e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a woman w i t h i n  h e r  own d o m a i n ,  b u t  
t h e  v e r y  need f o r  t h o s e  k e y s  p o i n t s  t o  a c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  
be tw ee n  f a m i l y  l i f e  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t -  E a r l y  
Amer i can  f a m i l i e s  n o t  c n l y  t a r r e d  t h e i r  d c o r s  a g a i n s t  
i n t r u s i o n  f r o m  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  t h e y  l o c k e d  c u p b o a r d s ,
c h e s t s ,  b o x e s ,  c e l l a r s ,  and c h a m b e r s  a g a i n s t  t h r e a t s  f rom
w i t h i n .  when a P o r t s m o u t h  maid managed t o  s l i p  h e r  
m i s t r e s s ' s  k e y s  f r o m  h e r  p e t t i c o a t s  a f t e r  s h e  had  gone  t o  
b e d ,  s h e  was a b l e  t o  s t e a l  s t o c k i n g s ,  a p i e c e  o f  n u t m e g ,  and  
s e v e r a l  s h i l l i n g s  which  sh e  t r a d e d  o r  ga v e  away t o  
f r i e n d s . £ 49 ]
Hork  was l e s s  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e n ,  t h a n  t h e  s o c i a l  s e t t i n g  
w i t h i n  wh ich  work was p e r f o r m e d .  S h e t h e r  a h o u s e w i f e ' s  
p o c k e t  c o n t a i n e d  many k e y s  o r  n o n e ,  w h e t h e r  i t  h e l d  a b a b y ' s  
b i b  o r  a T e s t a m e n t ,  a s i l v e r  b o d k i n  o r  a m i d w i f e ' s  s h e a r s ,  a
w i s p  o f  h a i r  o r  a p a p e r  o f  p i n s ,  i t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  
d e p e n d e n c e  a nd  t h e  r e n a r k a f c l e  v e r s a t i l i t y  o f  h e r  r o l e -
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1.  The d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  n e x t  f e n  p a r a g r a p h s  i s  a summary 
b a s e d  on a w i de  v a r i e t y  c f  s o u r c e s ,  many of  which a r e  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  wh i ch  f o l l o w s .
2 .  The K e r r i m a c k  V a l l e y  T e x t i l e  Museum e x h i b i t  cn hand
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c l o t h  i n c l u d e s  p i c t u r e s ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  o r  
l i v e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e l e v e n  t a s k s ;  s h e e p  r a i s i n g ,  
s h e a r i n g ,  s o r t i n g ,  s c o u r i n g ,  p i c k i n g ,  c a r d i n g ,  
s p i n n i n g ,  w e a v i n g ,  f u l l i n g ,  n a p p i n g ,  a n d  s h e a r i n g .  The 
museum i s  i n  N o r t h  A n d o v e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .
3 .  F o r  an e x a m p l e  o f  commun i ty  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  s h e e p  
g r a z i n g ,  s e e  G e o r g e  W in g a t e  C h a s e ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  
H a v e r h i l l ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  {H av e rh i l . 1 ,  186 1) p .  146.  
F o r  h i r e d  s p i n n i n g  and  c a r d i n g  s e e  MFCS,  I V ,  47 and  
E s s e x  F i l e s , V I I I ,  277 .
4. G r a c e  B o g e r s  C o o p e r ,  The Ccpp F a m i 1 v T e x t i l e s #
( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . :  S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n  P r e s s ,  1971) 
p .  5 2 - 5 3 .
5.  The  l a s t  c h a p t e r  c f  P r o v e r b s  was a s t a p l e  o f  P u r i t a n  
s e r m o n s  b o t h  i n  E n g l a n d  and  A m e r i c a .  N o t a b l e  e x a m p l e s  
a r e  J o h n  Dod a n d  W i l l i a m  B i n d e ,  B a t h s h e b a e s  
I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Her Sen Lemuel  (London ,  1614) and 
C o t t o n  M a t h e r ,  O r n a g e n t s  f o r  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  o f  Z i o n ,  o r  
t h e  C h a r a c t e r  and  H a n c i n e s s  o f  a V i r t u o u s  Woman 
( C a m b r i d g e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1 6 9 2 ) .  M a t h e r  e x p l i c i t l y  
m e n t i o n e d  B a t h s h e b a * s  e a r l i e r  c a r e e r :  "How f r e e ,  how 
r i c h  i s  t h e  G r a c e  o f  God u n t o  B e p e n t i n g  S i n n e r s !  
B a t h s h e b a h  a f t e r  a v e r y  s c a n d a l o u s  F a l l ,  b e c o m e s  a v e r y  
e m i n e n t  S a i n t ,  y e a ,  a P r o p h e t e s s  o f  t h e  L o r d . "  p .  7 .  
Lo nna  M a l m s h e i m e r  h a s  n o t e d  t h e  u se  o f  t h i s  p r o t o t y p e  
by  m i n i s t e r s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  i n  
" D a u g h t e r s  o f  Z i o n :  New E n g l a n d  B o o t s  o f  Amer i can  
F e m i n i s m , "  New E n g l a n d  Qua r t e r l y.  ( S e p t e m b e r  1977) p .
49 2.
6 .  W i l l i a m  H. C h a f e ,  Women and  E q u a l i t y : C h a n g i n g  
P a t t e r n s  i n  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e  (New Y o r k :  Ox f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p.  17;  Mary P.  Byan,
Ho manhood I n  A m e r i c a  From C o l o n i a l  T ime s  To The P r e s e n t  
(New Y o rk ;  New V i e w p o i n t s ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p .  3 0 ;  Ann D o u g l a s ,  
The  F e m i n i z a t i o n  o f  Ame r i can  Cu l t u r e  (New York :  A l f r e d  
A. Knopf ,  1 S 7 7 ) , p p .  5 3 - 5 4 ;  and  Nancy F.  C o t t ,  The 
Bo nd s  Of Womanhood (New Haven and  L on don :  Ya le
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F r a n c i s  P lummer  o f  Newbury,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  The P r o b a t e  
R e c o r d s  o f  E s s e x  C o u n t y , ( S a l e m ,  Mass :  The Essex  
I n s t i t u t e ,  1 9 1 6 - 1 9 2 C ) ,  I I ,  3 1 9 - 3 2 2 .
8.  J o s h u a  C o f f i n ,  A S k e t c h  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Newbury ,
Me wb u r y p o r t ,  an d  J e s t  Ne wbury ,  (Hampton ,  New H a m p s h i r e :  
P e t e r  E- R a n d a l l ,  1977,  1 8 4 5 ) ,  p .  3 1 5 .
9 .  A b b o t t  L o w e l l  Cummings ,  The Framed  H o u s e s  o f
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10.  Cummings ,  F r amed  H o u s e s , pp.  2 9 - 3 1  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
c o m p l e x  e v o l u t i o n  c f  s e r v i c e  rooms  i n  New E n g l a n d  
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t e m p e r a t u r e  e x t r e m e s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .
11.  O t h e r  Newbury f a m i l i e s  d i d  u s e  c o r n ,  h o w e v e r -  I n  f a c t  
t h e  l o c a l  m i l l e r ,  J o h n  E n e r y ,  a t e  " S a m p , "  a k i n d  o f  
c o r n  p o r r i d g e .  E s s e x F i l e s , I I I ,  50 and  C o f f i n ,
N e w b u ry , p .  4 3 .  A n d e r s e n ,  " S o l i d  S u f f i c i e n c y , "  
d e s c r i b e s  t h e  r a n g e  c f  " s p o o n  m e a t s "  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  
d i e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  f l u m m e r y ,  wh ich  c o u l d  b e  made f rom 
w h e a t  a s  w e l l  a s  o a t s .  The d a u g h t e r  o f  an I p s w i c h  
woman d e s c r i b e d  h e r  c r a v i n g  f o r  o a t m e a l  d u r i n g  a  s e a s o n  
o f  d e a r t h  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  i n  1660.  B i n t h r o p  P a p e r s ,
I I I ,  97 .
12.  A n d e r s o n ,  "A S o l i d  S u f f i c i e n c y , "  p .  2 6 3 - 2 7 0  g i v e s  
h y p o t h e t i c a l  menus d e r i v e d  f r om  h i s  s t u d y  o f  t he  
E n g l i s h  yeoman f o o d  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y .  
A l t h o u g h  more  e l a b o r a t e ,  t h e s e  h a r m o n i z e  r e m a r k a b l y  
w i t h  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  c o u n t r y  e a t i n g  i n  n o r t h e r n  New 
E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  wh ich  
a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  c h i l d h c a d  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  a n  anonymous  
man a s  " M a n n e r s  a n d  Cus toms  o f  C l d e n  T i m e , "  NHHS C o l .
6 8
V ( 1 £ 3 7 ) ,  p p .  2 2 5 - 2 2 6 -  She menus d e s c r i b e d  a r e  t a k e n  
f r o m  t h e s e  two s o u r c e s .
13- g u o t e d  i n  A n d e r s e n ,  " S o l i d  S u f f i c i e n c y , "  p .  232-
14 .  Cummings ,  F r amed  Ho u s e s , p .  4 ,  1 2 0 - 1 2 2 ;  A n d e r s o n ,  
" S o l i d  S u f f i c i e n c y , "  p.  157;  J a n e  C a r s o n ,  C o l o n i a l  
V i r g i n i a  C o o k e r y . ( C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  
V i r g i n i a ,  1968) p- 104;  F r a n c e s  P h i p p s ,  C o l o n i a l  
K i t c h e n s :  T h e i r  F u r n i s h i n q s .  and  T h e i r  G a r d e n s . (New 
Y or k :  Hawtho rn  B o o k s ,  1972)  p .  94 f f -
15.  A n d e r s o n ,  " S o l i d  S u f f i c i e n c y , "  p- 1 7 1 - 1 7 2 ;  C a r s o n ,  
C o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a  C o o k e r y . p .  106 .
16. C a r s o n ,  C o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a  C o o k e r y , p .  10 4 - 1 OS-
17.  On. t h e  s e a s o n a l  n a t u r e  o f  d a i r y i n g ,  s e e  A n d e r s o n ,
" S o l i d  S u f f i c i e n c y , "  pp.  6 3 ,  6 5 ,  118 an d  Howard S.  
B u s s e l l ,  l o n g . Seep  F u r r o w : T h r e e  C e n t u r i e s  o f  
F a r m i n g  i n  Hew E n g l a n d , ( H a n ov e r :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  
Hew E n g l a n d ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p -  160.  The anonymous  a u t h o r  o f  
" M a n n e r s  a n d  C u s t o m s "  s a i d  few f a rm f a m i l i e s  had  m i l k  
i n  w i n t e r .
18- B e c i p e s  and p r o v e r b s  a p p e a r  i n  A n d e r s o n ,  " S o l i d  
S u f f i c i e n c y , "  1 2 0 - 1 3 2 .
19.  A n d e r s o n ,  " S o l i d  S u f f i c i e n c y , "  pp .  9 9 - 1 0 8 .
2 0- S a n b o r n  C.  B rown ,  H i n e s  fi B e e r s  o f  Old New E n g l a n d .
(H a n o v e r :  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  o f  New E n g l a n d ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  pp -  
8 7 - 9 7 -
21- Brown,  H i n e s  S B e e r s .  5 0 - 6 3 ,  7 0 - 7 7 ;  A n d e r s o n ,  " S o l i d  
S u f f i c i e n c y , " 8 9 - 9 8 -













E s s e x  C o u n t y  P r o b a t e  B e c o r d s ,  3 0 7 : 5 8 - 5 9 .
" P a r t  o f  Sa l em i n  1 7 0 0 , ” p o c k e t  map i n  J a m e s  Euncan 
P h i l l i p s ,  Sa l em I n  The S e v e n t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . ( B o s t o n :  
Ho ug h t on  H i f f l i n ,  1 9 3 3 ) ,  H-6 .
S i d n e y  P e r l e y ,  The H i s t o r y  o f  Sa l e m ,  H a s s a c h  u s e t t s . 
(S a l em ,  1924)  I ,  4 3 5 ,  4 4 1 .
P h i l l i p s ,  Sa lem I n  The S e v e n t e e n t h  C e n t u r y .  3 28 ,  3 1 4 ,  
3 1 8 ,  3 1 7 ,  and  P h i l l i p s ,  Sa l em I n  The E i g h t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y . ( B o s t o n :  Hough ton  H i f f l i n ,  1937) 2 0 - 2 1 .
F o r  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n s ,  s e e  map i n  volume  I .
The  n a t u r e  o f  p e t t y  t r a d e  i n  c o l o n i a l  Amer i ca  i s  
l a r g e l y  u n s t u d i e d -  I  h a v e  r e l i e d  cn Ka ren  F r i e d m a n ,  
• • V i c t u a l l i n g  C o l o n i a l  E o s t o n , "  Aq. Hi s t .  47 ( J u l y  
1 9 7 3 ) ,  1 8 9 - 2 0 5 ,  a nd  s u g g e s t i v e  g l i m p s e s  i n  B en j am in  
C o l e m a n ,  Some R e a s o n s  a nd  A r gum en t s  O f f e r e d  t o  t h e  Good 
P e o p l e  o f  B o s t o n  and a d j a c e n t  P l a c e s .  F o r  The  s e t t i n g  
up H a r k e t s  I n  B o s t o r  ( B o s t o n ,  1 7 1 9 ) ,  p p .  5 - 9 .
P h i l l i p s ,  Sa lem I n  The Ei g h t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . 25 ,  q u o t i n g  
E d v a r d  S a r d ,  1 6 9 9 .
One c f  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  a S a l e m  w i t c h  was t h a t  
s h e  s o l d  maggo ty  c h e e s e ,  s e e  t h e  c a s e  c f  Hary B r a d b u r y  
i n  The Sa lem B i t c h c r a f t  P a p e r s , e d -  P a u l  Boyer  and  
S t e p h e n  N i s s e n b a u m ,  (hew Y o r k :  Ea Capo P r e s s ,  1977) p .  
117-  129.
Cummings ,  F r amed  H o u s e s , p .  2 9 - 3 1 .
“H a s h i n g  an d  d i e t ” a r e  o f t e n  g r o u p e d  i n  c h a r g e s  f o r  
b o a r d e r s ,  e . g .  BECB„ IV ,  2 0 5 - 6 .  The  f r e q u e n c y  o f  
w a s h i n g  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t c  d e t e r m i n e  f ro m  s c a t t e r e d  
r e f e r e n c e s ,  t h o u g h  a n a i d  i n  e r e  New H a m p s h i r e  h o u s e  
t e s t i f i e d  t o  h a v i n g  made a p a i r  o f  l i n e n  s l e e v e s  i n  
A p r i l  w h i c h  we r e  s t o l e n  from t h e  wash l i n e  i n  Hay,  NH 
C o u r t  P a p e r s ,  I V ,  2 3 7 .  T h e r e  i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
i n f a n t * s  c l o t h i n g  b a s e d  upon p r e s c r i p t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  
C l a i r e  E l i z a b e t h  F o x ,  " P r e g n a n c y ,  C h i l d b i r t h  and  E a r l y  
I n f a n c y  I n  A n g l o - A m e r i c a n  C u l t u r e :  1 6 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 , "  ( P h . D .
7 0
D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  
2 4 0 - 2 4 5 .  A r a r e  l i s t  c f  a l a y e t t e  i s  f o u n d  i n  E s s e x  
C o u n t y  P r o b a t e ,  3 2 1 :  9 6 .  I t  i n c l u d e s  57 c l o u t s ,  27 
c a p s ,  2 h e a d b a n d s ,  cne  s w a t h e r ,  50 b e l l y  b a n d s  and  
b i b s ,  a n d  s i x  s h i r t s -  I h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  d i a p e r s  and  
s h i r t s  a r e  a l m o s t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  b a b i e s  i n  B e n j a m i n  S p o c k ,  Baby and  
C h i l d  C a r e , (New York:  P o c k e t  Bo ok s ,  1976) p .  6 0 - 6 1 .
32 .  S u s a n  B a r r o w s  Swan ,  P l a i n  S F a n c y :  A m e r i c an women a n d
The i r  Ne e d l e  w o r k . 17CQ-185Q. {New York :  H o l t ,  E i n e h a r t ,  
a n d  W i n s t o n ,  1977) , p .  3 8 .
33 .  Sw an ,  P l a i n  6 F a n c y . 1 8 - 1 9 ,  3 4 - 3 5 .
34 .  A l i c e  C l a r k ,  Work ing  L i f e  c f  Women i n  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y . {London S New York:  19 19) p.  95.
35 .  I n  1 6 7 2 ,  Samue l  S e v a l l ,  t h e n  o f  Newbury,  w r o t e  t o  a
f r i e n d  t h a t  h i s  l i t t l e  s i s t e r  B e t t y  " c a n  B e ad ,  and  S p i n  
p a s s i n g  w e l l ;  T h i n g s  (He s a l t e r n  J u d i c e ) v e r y  d e s i r a b l e  
i n  a Woman." " L e t t e r - B o o k  o f  Samuel  S e w a l l , "  CMHS, 
S i x t h  S e r i e s ,  I  ( E o s t o n ;  1886) 19 .  S p i n n i n g  w h e e l s
w e r e  s t a p l e  e q u i p m e n t  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  dame s c h o o l s  a s  a 
number  o f  e n g r a v i n g s  show.  Lucy  L a r c o m ,  A New En g la nd  
C h i l d h o o d , ( r e p r i n t  G l o u c e s t e r :  P e t e r  S m i t h ,  1973) ,  p .  
43 r e c a l l s  " A u n t  H a n n a h , "  h e r  t e a c h e r ,  s p i n n i n g  a t  h e r  
f l a x  w h e e l  and  s i n g i n g  hymns a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  worked .
36.  York  Co u n t y  P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s  1 1 : 2 6 .
37 .  NLD, 7 2 7 .
3 8.  C h a r l e s  C l a r k ,  The  E a s t e r n  F r o n t i e r . (New Y o r k :  A l f r e d  
A. K n o pf ,  1970) , “ 6 7 - 7 2 .
3 9 .  HPCB, XV: 9 1 - 9 2 ;  1 7 5 ,  176 ,  206 ,  263 ,  3 0 7 ,  3 1 0 .
4 0 .  N L D ,  7 2 6 .
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41-  F o r  t h e  S c a r c i t y  o f  g r a i n  on t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  s e e  t h e  many 
l e t t e r s  i n  C o l .  Maine  H i s t .  Se e -  I X ,  e - g .  pp- 
5 8 - 5 9 ,  4 5 7 ,  466 ;  t h e  " L e t t e r - B o o k  c f  S a m u e l  S e w a l l , "  
126,  165,  1 8 2 - 1 8 4 ,  186 ,  189;  J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  Bev.
Thomas S m i t h - - - » e d -  Bm- B i l l i s , ( 1 8 4 9 ) ,  pp .  8 5 ,  8 6 ,  
87 ,  88,  96-  Hay 4 ,  1 7 4 0 ,  Smi th  w r o t e :  " P r e t t y  many 
f a m i l i e s  on t h e  P e n o b s c o t  l i v e  w h o l l y  on t h e  c lam 
b a n k s - "
42- C o t t o n  t t a t h e r ,  Decenn ium La c t u o s u m :  An H i s t o r y  o f  
Be m a r k a b l e  O c c u r e n c e s  i n  t h e  l o n g  B a r , w h i c h 
Mew -E nq lan d  h a t h  h a d  w i t h t h e  I n d i an S a v a g e s ,  ( B o s t o n ,  
16 9 9 ) ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  C h a r l e s  H- L i n c o l n ,  e d .
N a r r a t i v e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  W ar s . (New Y o r k :  C h r l e s  
S c r i l n e r s  S o n s ,  1 9 ^ 3 ) ,  p- 2 6 6 - 7 .
43- R i c h a r d  M. C a n d e e ,  "Hcoden  B u i l d i n g s  I n  E a r l y  Maine
an d  New H a m p s h i r e :  A T e c h n o l o g i c a l  and  C u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
1 6 0 0 - 1 7 2 0 , "  D i s s -  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  1976 ,  
p p -  2 5 5 f f .
44-  C a n d e e ,  "Booden B u i l d i n g s , ” p p .  18,  4 2 - 4 8 -  S e c o n d a r y  
a c c o u n t s  hav e  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  s h e l t e r  wi th  
a n i m a l s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  some t a n t a l i z i n g  h i n t s  i n  t h e  
s o u r c e s ,  e - g .  J o s s e l y n ,  Two V o y a g e s , p .  193 on 
c h i c k e n s  f e d  u n d e r  t h e  k i t c h e n  t a b l e  i n  r a i n y  w e a t h e r ;  
E s s e x  F i l e s . IV ,  159 ,  on " g o e i n g  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r  roome 
t o  g i v e  my p i g g s  c o m e , " ; and  Sal t o n s t a l l  Pa p e r s , I ,  
2 1 9 ,  on b e i n g  “b i l l e t e d "  w i t h  " o u l d  J e r s e y ” d u r i n g  
I n d i a n  t r o u b l e s .
45-  The Bev- J o h n  P i k e  n c t e d  t h a t  "The I n d i a n s  k i l l e d
Hen ry  B a r n s ,  Edward Hasmcnds  S h i s  w i f e ,  a s  t h e y  were 
a t  work i n  a  f i e l d  a t  S p r u c e - C r e e k "  i n  K i t t e r y -  P r o c .  
MHS ( B o s t o n  1876) p -  129-  O t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  w i v e s  and 
young  women ? i e l p i n g  w i th  p l a n t i n g ,  h e r d i n g ,  and  
h a r v e s t i n g  a p p e a r s  i n  E s s e x F i l e s . I I ,  3 7 2 - 3 7 3 ;  22;
4 4 2 ;  and  i n  D i a r y  c f  Mat thew P a t t e n . p .  6 ,  11,  19,  68,  
8 4 ,  129 ,  and  141-  T h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Mrs .  
P a t t e n  worked i n  t h e  f i e l d m ,  b u t  P a t t e n  r e g u l a r l y  h i r e d  
m a r r i e d  women, p r e s u m a b l y  w ives  o f  l e s s  p r o s p e r o u s  
n e i g h b o r s -  F u s s e l l ,  The E n g l i s h  Co u n t r y w o m a n , p.
9 5 - 9 6 ,  s a y s  t h a t  t h e  w i v e s  o f  p o o r  husbandmen  h e l p e d  
w i t h  t h e  c o r n  a n d  hay  h a r v e s t ,  s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  
p l o u g h i n g ,  and  i n  S u s s e x  and  N o r f o l k  w i t h  s h e a r i n g  a s  
w e l l -  Magda len  B e a r ' s  m o t h e r  ha d  come f rom N o r f o l k -  
NLD, 500-
7 2
46- S a r a h  Orne  J e w e t t ,  The  Old Town o f  B e r w i c k  ( B e r w i c k ,
M a i n e :  O ld  B e r w i c k  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  a -  p a g .  
J e w e t t  was q u o t i n g  a l c c a l  s t o r y  a b o u t  Margery  
S u l l i v a n ,  whose s o n  John became g o v e r n o r  o f  New 
H a m p s h i r e  an d  whos e  s e n  J a n e s  b e c a s e  g o v e r n o r  of  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .
47-  NLD, pp -  7 2 6 ,  72 9 -
48-  E s s e x  F i l e s ,  V I I I ,  2 7 2 - 2 7 3 -
49- New H a m p s h i r e  C o u r t  P a p e r s ,  1 : 2 ,  4 2 7 - 4 2 8 -
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T a b l e  1 - 1
Some I n d i c a t o r s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and Heme M a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  
H o u s e h o l d  I n v e n t o r i e s ,  E s s e x  and  York C o u n t i e s ,  1 6 7 0 ,  1 7 0 0 ,  
173 0
T o t a l  I n v e n t o r i e s  167Cr 1 1 1 700f 2 1 1730f 3 ]
E s s e x  Coun ty  97 95 92
York  C o u n t y  39 41 37
DAIRYING 
Co VS
E s s e x  C o u n t y  773  643 57%
York  Cou n t y  . 73% 793 84%
P r o c e s s i n g  E q u ip m e n t
E s s e x  Count-y 30 3 143 10%
York  Cou n t y  18% 253 103
TEXTILES
Sheep
E s s e x  Cou n t y  43% 453 39%
York  Co u n t y  18% 64% 46%
S p i n n i n g  S h e e l s
E s s e x  County  38% 463 38%
York C o u n t y  213 463 40%
Looms
E s s e x  Coun ty  43 63 13%
York C o u n t y  03  23 3%
PI  ax
E s s e x  C o u n t y  83  123 18%
York  Co u n t y  03 103 133
PROVI S I ONS ( an y  t y p e  c f  f o o d ,  any g u a n t i t y )
E s s e x  C o u n t y  563 263  32%
York Coun ty  37% 53% 30%
1- T a k e n  f ro m  The P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s  o f  E s s e x  C o u n t y . (Sa l em ,
M a ss :  1 9 1 6 - 1 9 2 0 ) ,  I I ,  2 3 7 - 4 3 2  a n d  Maine P r o v i n c e  and  
C o u r t  R e c o r d s . ( P o r t l a n d ,  Maine :  1 9 3 1 ) ,  I I -
2 .  Book 3 0 7 ,  m a n u s c r i p t  p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  E s s e x  Co u n t y  
C o u r t  House ,  S a l e m ,  M a ss .  Boo ks  I ,  I I ,  m a n u s c r i p t  
p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  York Coun ty  C o u r t  Hous e ,  A l f r e d ,
M a i n e .
3 .  Book 3 2 1 ,  m a n u s c r i p t  p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  E s s e x  C o u n t y .
Book IV,  m a n u s c r i p t  p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  York C o u n t y .
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T a b l e  1- 2
C o m p a r i s i o n  Of  S e l e c t e d  I t e m s
Orban Sa l em And O v e r a l l  E s s e x  Co u n ty  I n v e n t o r i e s ,  1 7 0 0 [ 1 ]
D a i r y  S p i n ’ g L o o k i n g  P i c -
Cows T o o l s  S he ep  K h e e l s  Swine  G l a s s e s  t u r e s  Q u i l t s
Salem
H=12 3355 055 16?, 5055 4 155 7555 2535 1555
Essex
N=83 7155 1 755 5 1 55 4 7 ? 5 1 55 31 55 0 % 2 %
1- T h e  o v e r a l l  E s s e x  C c u n t y  s a m p l e  was t a k e n  f r o m  Book 
3 0 7 ,  m a n u s c r i p t  p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  E s s e x  Co u n t y  C o u r t  
H o u s e ,  S a l e m ,  B a s s .  The  t w e l v e  u r b a n  i n v e n t o r i e s  d rawn 
f r om  t h a t  same s o u r c e  c a n  a l l  be p l a c e d  on J a m es  Duncan 
P h i l l i p s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  map o f  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  Sa l em,
1 7 0 0 .  ( Sa lem I n  The Se v e c t e e n t h  C e n t u r y . B o s t o n ,  19 37} 
I n  1700 t h e  town c f  Sa l em was s t i l l  v e r y  l a r g e  
g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  a n d  i n c l u d e d  r u r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  u r ban  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  The t w e l v e  d e c e d e n t s  i n  t h i s  s u b - s a m p l e  
o b v i o u s l y  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  w o r l d  o f  
m e r c a n t i l e  S a l e m .  They  i n c l u d e d  t h r e e  m a r i n e r s ,  one  
i n n k e e p e r ,  a t a i l o r ,  a c o o p e r ,  a j o i n e r ,  and  two 
c o r d v a i n e r s .  S i d n e y  Pe r  l e y .  His t o ry  o f  Sa l e m . I ,  3 0 6 ,  
4 3 5 ,  4 4 1 ;  I I ,  3 8 ,  62,  178 ,  2687  3 8 6 ,  3 8 7 ;  I I I ,  2 9 ,  5 1 ,  
5 2 .
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C h a p t e r  Two 
D e p u t y  Hu sb an ds
Many h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  a s s u m e d ,  w i t h  Page  S m i t h ,  t h a t  " i t  
was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  e r a  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  a 
' s u i t a b l e *  o r  ‘ p r o p e r '  s p h e r e  o f  f e m i n i n e  a c t i v i t i e s  be gan  
t o  e m e r g e . "  F o r  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  h i s t o r i a n s  ha ve  r e l i e d  upon t h e  
work o f  E l i z a b e t h  A. C e x t e r ,  who c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e r e  we re  
more,  "women o f  a f f a i r s "  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
Ameri ca  t h a n  i n  1 9 0 0 .  C o l o n i a l  n e w s p a p e r s  y i e l d  e v i d e n c e  o f  
f e m a l e  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  s i l v e r s m i t h s ,  t i n w o r k e r s ,  s h o e m a k e r s ,  
s h i p w r i g h t s ,  t a n n e r s ,  g u n s m i t h s ,  b a r t e r s ,  p r i n t e r s ,  and  
b u t c h e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  g r e a t  many t e a c h e r s  and  s h o p k e e p e r s -  
P a r t l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  s u c h  e v i d e n c e ,  B i c h a r d  M o r r i s  
c o n c l u d e d  i n  h i s  p i o n e e r i n g  s t u d y  o f  f e m a l e  l e g a l  r i g h t s  
t h a t  A m e r i c a n  women i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a t t a i n e d  " a  
m eas u r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  and  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h a t  
o f  t h e i r  E n g l i s h  s i s t e r s . " £ 1 ]
f l e c e n t l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a few h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  be gun  t o  
q u e s t i o n  t h e s e  a s s u m p t i o n s .  Mary Be th  N o r t o n  h a s  c a r e f u l l y  
s t u d i e d  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  468 l o y a l i s t  women who we re  r e f u g e e s  
i n  G r e a t  E r i t i a n  a f t e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  r e v o l u t i o n .  On ly  
f o r t y - t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  women had  e v e r  e a r r e d  money on t h e i r  
own o r  e v e n  a s s i s t e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e i r  h u s b a n d ' s  b u s i n e s s e s -  
As a g r o u p ,  t h e  l o y a l i s t  women were  u n a b l e  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e i r
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f a m i l y  a s s e t s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  h o u s e h o l d  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  and  t h e y  
r e p e a t e d l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  " h e l p l e s s "  t c  manage t h e  
b u s i n e s s  t h r u s t  u pon  t h e m .  She h a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e s e  
women w e re  " a l m o s t  w h o l l y  d o m e s t i c ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h a t  
word would  b e  u sed  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ” 
b u t  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e y  l a c k e d  t h e  p o s i t i v e  s e l f - i m a g e  
which  p r e s u m a b l y  u p h e l d  women c f  t h a t  c e n t u r y . [ 2 ]
B o t h  g r o u p s  o f  h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  r i g h t -  The p r e - m o d e r n  
wor ld  d i d  a l l o w  f o r  g r e a t e r  f l u i d i t y  o f  r o l e  b e h a v i o r  t h a n  
i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  A m e r i c a ,  t u t  c o l o n i a l  women were  by 
d e f i n i t i o n  b a s i c a l l y  d o m e s t i c .  Be c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  b o t h  o f  
t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s  by  f o c u s i n g  more c l o s e l y  upon t h e  e co n o m ic  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  h u s b a n d  and  w i f e -  T h e r e  i s  a r e v e a l i n g  
l i t t l e  a n e c d o t e  i n  a d e p o s i t i o n  r e c o r d e d  i n  E s s e x  C o u n t y  i n  
1672.  J a c o b  B a r n e y  o f  Salem h a d  go n e  t o  P h i l l i p  C r o m w e l l ' s  
ho us e  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r  Hannah-  
A l t h o u g h  ’ b o t h  r o m w e l l  and  h i s  w i f e  were  p r e s e n t ,  Ba rn ey  h a d  
t u r n e d  t o  t h e  h u s b a n d ,  e x p e c t i n g ,  a s  he  s a i d ,  " t o  h a v e  t h e i r  
minds  f r o m  h i m - ” C r om w e l l  ha d  a s e v e r e  c o l d  w h i ch  had  
i m p a i r e d  h i s  h e a r i n g -  He s i m p l y  p o i n t e d  t o  h i s  w i f e  and  
s a i d  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  s h e  a g r e e d  u p o n ,  " h e  would make i t  
g o o d . ”£ 3 ]  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  d r a m a t i z e s  t h r e e  a s s u m p t i o n s  b a s i c  
t o  f a m i l y  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  w o r l d :
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1. The h u s b a n d  was  sup re me  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  
t h e  f a m i l y -  a s  t h e  t i t u l a r  h e a d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  he  had b o t h  
t h e  r i g h t  and  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l i t y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  i t  i n  i t s  
d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  w or ld -
2 0  A h u s b a n d ’ s  d e c i s i o n s  wo u l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n c o r p o r a t e  
h i s  w i f e ’ s  o p i n i o n s  an d  i n t e r e s t .  (Ea rney  e x p e c t e d  t o  h e a r  
t h e i r  m in d s  f r om  h im- )
3 .  Shou ld  f a t e  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e  p r e v e n t  t h e  h u s b a n d  
f rom f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  r o l e ,  t h e  f t i f e  c c u l d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  s t a n d  
i n  h i s  p l a c e .
To f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  r a t h e r  s i m p l e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  
r e q u i r e s  a t  l e a s t  a b r i e f  e x p l c r a t i c n  o f  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s  i n  
e a r l y  a m e r i c a .  L e g a l l y ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  woman 
was s u b s u a e d  i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s -  a s  a f em e  c o v e r t , s h e  c o u l d  
n o t  own p r o p e r t y  o f  a n y  k i n d ,  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  
h e r  own c l o t h i n g .  She  was u n a b l e  t o  s i g n  a c o n t r a c t  o r  
w r i t e  a  w i l l ,  and any  mcney which  s h e  e a r n e d  a f t e r  m a r r i a g e  
became h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s -  Under  s p e c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  E n g l i s h  
l aw d i d  a l l o w  a woman t o  r e t a i n  l i m i t e d  e c o n o m i c  r i g h t s  
t h r o u g h  a p r e n u p t i a l  c o n t r a c t  made w i t h  a p r o s p e c t i v e  
h u s b a n d ,  b u t  su c h  c o n t r a c t s  were  r a r e  and  u s u a l l y  l i m i t e d  t o  
women who had b e e n  m a r r i e d  b e f o r e .  h o s t  w i v e s  i n  e a r l y  New 
E ng la nd  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  p r o t e c t e d  d e p e n d e n c y  o f  c o v e r t u r e .
As m a r r i e d  women t h e y  were  e n t i t l e d  t o  s u p p o r t  f o r  l i f e ,  b u t  
n o t  t o  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o n t r o l  o f  any p o r t i o n  o f  f a m i l y
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r e s o u r c e s . £ 4 ]
The c l a s s i c  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women u n d e r  
common l a w  i s  i n  S i l l i a m  B a c k s t c n e 8 s  Co a m e n t a r i e s  on t h e  
Laws o f  En g l a n d ;
By m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  h u s b a n d  and  w i f e  a r e  on e  p e r s o n  i n  
l a w ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  v e r y  b e i n g  o r  l e g a l  e x i s t e n c e  of  
t h e  woman i s  s u s p e n d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m a r r i a g e ,  o r  a t  
l e a s t  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  and  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  t h a t  o f  
t h e  h u s b a n d ;  u n d e r  whose wing ,  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and  
c o v e r ,  s h e  p e r f o r m s  e v e r y t h i n g - £ 5 ]
A l t h o u g h  E l a c k s t o n e ’ s  c c a n e n t a r i e s  were n o t  p u b l i s h e d  u n t i l  
1765,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  which  he  d e s c r i b e d  w e r e  w e l l
e s t a b l i s h e d  n o t  o n l y  among p r o f e s s i o n a l  l a w y e r s  i n  E n g l a n d
b u t  among a t  l e a s t  some i n h a b i t a n t s  c f  t h e  Amer i can  
f r o n t i e r .  I n  1705,  Thomas H a nn in g  t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  j u d g m n t  i n  
a Maine c o u r t  f o r  d e t a i n i n g  a c h e s t  l e f t  w i t h  h i s  w i f e  by a 
b o a r d e r .  The d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  was f a u l t y ,  he  
s a i d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  named h i s  w i f e  E l i z a b e t h  i n  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n ,  
when Hby t h e  Common Law t h e  w i f e  c a n n o t t  b e  a  d e t a i n e r  b u t  
t h e  H u s b a n d . M[ 6 ]  Such s o p h i s t r y  had  no a f f e c t  on t h e  H a in e  
j u d g e s ,  who l i k e  m o s t  c o l o n i a l  m a g i s t r a t e s  we re  l e s s  
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  l e g a l  n i c e t i e s  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  l i f e  
and p r o p e r t y .  I n  r u l i n g  a g a i n s t  H a n n i n g ,  t h e y  u p h e l d  t h e  
i n t e n t i o n  i f  n o t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  l a w .  I n  f a c t ,  
B l a c k s t o n e * s  i n s i s t e n c e  upon t h e  l e g a l  n o n e n t i t y  of  women 
was i n  p a r t  t o  a v o i d  j u s t  s u c h  h a g g l i n g  o v e r  t h e  s e p a r a t e
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  two p a r t i e s  i n  m a r r i a g e .
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F o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  h a v e  
l e s s  t o  d o  w i th  l a w s  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  a s s u m p t i o n s  
wh ich  l a w s  e x p r e s s .  The l e g a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  cf  c o l o n i a l  
women g r e w  o u t  o f  t h e  p r i m a c y  c f  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  an  a g e n t  f o r  
t h e  s u p p o r t  and  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  and  f o r  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y .  I n  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  s e n s e ,  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  l a n d ,  t h e  a a j c r  s o u r c e  o f  w e a l t h  f c r  mos t  
f a m i l i e s ,  was s e e n  a s  a communal  t r u s t  r a t h e r  t h a n  an  
i n d i v i d u a l  p r i v i l e g e .  T h i s  i s  w e l l - i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  
r i g h t s  and  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  a w i d o w ' s  r i g h t  o f  
"dower -  '* Under  E n g l i s h  l a w ,  a widow was e n t i t l e d  t o  
l i f e - i n t e r e s t  i n  a t  l e a s t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  r e a l  
e s t a t e .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h i s  " d c w e r  r i g h t "  became b i n d i n g  a t  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  n o t  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e ,  which m ea n t  a 
man c o u l d  n o t  c o n v e y  c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  l a n d  w i t h o u t  h i s  w i f e ' s  
c o n s e n t  l e s t  he a l i e n a t e  h e r  " t h i r d s . "  The f u t u r e  n e e d s  o f  a 
w i f e  l i m i t e d  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d .  But  
c o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  r e s t r i c t e d  t h e  
r i g h t s  o f  t h e  widow. B e c a u s e  h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l a n d  was 
f o r  l i f e  o n l y ,  s h e  c o u l d  n e i t h e r  s e l l  n c r  b e o u e a t h  i t .  At 
h e r  d e a t h  i t  r e v e r t e d  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  h e i r s . [ 7 ]
T h i s  s y s t e m  e n s u r e d  b o t h  t h e  s e c u r e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  
widow a n d  t h e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s m i t t a l  c f  l a n d  f r c m  f a t h e r  t o  
s o n .  A t  t he  same t i m e ,  i t  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  r o l e  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  men a n d  women- " M a i n t e n a n c e "  and
80
“ i n h e r i t a n c e "  a r e  two g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o c e s s e s -  I n  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  m e n t a l i t e  c f  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  A m e r i c a ,  J ames  
H e n r e t t a  h a s  w r i t t e n ;  "The  l i n e a l  f a a i l y — n o t  t h e  c o n j u g a l  
u n i t  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  u n a t t a c h e d  i n d i v i d u a l — s t o o d  a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  e c o n o m i c  and s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  i n  n o r t h e r n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y . " [ 8 ]  l e t  a t r u l y  l i n e a l  f a m i l y  i s  a 
male  f a m i l y ,  a s  any  g e n e a l o g i s t  knows-  F e m a l e  l i n e s  o f  
d e s c e n t  p l a y  h o p s c o t c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i t a l  r e c o r d s  o f  c o l o n i a l  
Amer i ca ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  p u r e l y  male  p e r c e p t i o n s  of  " e c o n o m ic  
and s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e - "  Hcaen were  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  
p e r p e t r a t i o n  o f  f a r m s  and  n a m e s ,  h u t  i n  f u n d a m e n t a l  ways 
t h e y  s t o o d  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  o r d e r  wh ic h  H e n r e t t a  
d e s c r i b e s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  were  d e p e n d e n t  upcn i t -
On one  l e v e l ,  t h i s  i s  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  o f  i n e g u a l i t y .
Bu t  on  a n o t h e r ,  i t  p o i n t s  t o w a r d  a w o r l d  o f  women a l m o s t  
t o t a l l y  u n e x p l o r e d  i n  s t a n d a r d  h i s t o r y -  The f a c t  o f  
d e p e n d e n c y  c a n  he  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  more t h a n  one way- To u se  
an  i m p e r f e c t  h u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  s u g g e s t i v e  a n a l o g y ,  c o l o n i a l  
w ives  w e r e  d e p e n d e n t  upon p a t r i a r c h a l  f a m i l i e s  i n  somewhat  
t h e  s ame  way s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  m i n i s t e r s  were  d e p e n d e n t  
upon t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o r  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  e n g i n e e r s  a r e  
d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e i r  c o m p a n i e s -  T h a t  i s ,  t h e y  owned n e i t h e r  
t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  e m p l o y s e n t  n c r  e ve n  t h e  t o o l s  c f  t h e i r  t r a d e .  
No m a t t e r  how d i l i g e n t l y  t h e y  w o r k e d ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  
i n h e r i t  t h e  l a n d  upon which t h e y  l i v e d  any more t h a n  a
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m i n i s t e r  e x p e c t e d  t o  i n h e r i t  h i s  n e e t i n g h o u s e  o r  a n  e n g i n e e r  
h i s  f a c t o r y .  S k i l l e d  s e r v i c e  was t h e i r  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  
s e c u r e  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  U n l i k e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  e i t h e r  c e n t u r y ,  t h e j  c o u l d  n o t  r e s i g n  t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e n  n e i t h e r  c o u l d  t h e y  b e  f i r e d .  Upon t h e  
d e a t h  o f  a h u s b a n d  t h e y  s e r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  m a i n t e n a n c e  f o r  
l i f e — o r  u n t i l  t h e y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  ( s y m b o l i z e d  
by t h e i r  name) f r o m  o n e  d o m e s t i c  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t o  a n o t h e r -  
The s k i l l e d  s e r v i c e  c f  a w i f e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  
h o u s e k e e p i n g  s k i l l s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  c h a p t e r  o n e .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a c t ,  a t  l e a s t  
t e m p o r a r i l y ,  a s  a h u s b a n d .  To bo r r o w  f r om  p o l i t i c a l  
t e r m i n o l o g y ,  a w i f e  was  p o t e n t i a l l y  a r e g e n t -  As Thomas 
F u l l e r  e x p l a i n e d  i t s
[ a  woman] i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  a b s e n c e ,  i s  w i f e  a nd  
d e p u t y - h u s b a n d ,  w h i ch  makes  h e r  d o u b l e  t h e  f i l e s  o f  
h e r  d i l i g e n c e .  A t  h i s  r e t u r n  he  f i n d s  a l l  t h i n g  so  
w e l l  t h a t  he  w o n d e r s  t o  s e e  h i m s e l f  a t  home when he 
was a b r o a d - [ 1 0 ]
Thus ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r o l e s  c f  women were t w o - s i d e d .  As 
h o u s e k e e p e r s ,  women were  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  f e m a l e  
s p e c i a l i t i e s ,  b u t  a s  d e p u t y - h u s b a n d s  m os t  o f  them t o o k  a t  
l e a s t  a few s t e p s  i n t o  male t e r r a i n .
L o o k i n g  b a c k w a r d  t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  f rom t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ,  when " t r u e  womanhood" p r e c l u d e d  e i t h e r  
b u s i n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e  o r  h a r d  p h y s i c a l  l a b o r ,  h i s t o r i a n s  may
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m i s s  b o t h  t h e  p e r v a s i v e n e s s  a n d  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r o l e  
o f  d e p u t y - h u s b a n d -  The  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h o s e  f e m a l e  p r i n t e r s  
and m e r c h a n t s  d i s c o v e r e d  by D e x t e r  r e s u l t e d  l e s s  f r o m  "new 
e co no m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s "  t h a n  f r c m  l o n g s t a n d i n g  
a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of  w i v e s -  
H o s t  o c c u p a t i o n s  were  i n d e e d  g e n d e r  l i n k e d ,  y e t  c o l o n i a l  
E n g l i s h m e n  d i d  n o t  f o c u s  upon t h e  " f e m i n i n e "  o r  " m a s c u l i n e "  
g u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  j o b s -  They  s e r e  f a r  l e s s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
a b s t r a c t  n o t i o n s  l i k e  "womanhood"  t h a n  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  r o l e s  
l i k e  " w i f e "  o r  " n e i g h b o r - "  A lmos t  any  t a s k  was s u i t a b l e  f o r  
a woman a s  l o n g  a s  i t  f u r t h e r e d  t h e  good  o f  h e r  f a m i l y  and  
was a c c e p t a b l e  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d -  T h i s  a p p r o a c h  was b o t h  f l u i d  
and  f i x e d -  I t  a l l o w e d  f o r  v a r i e d  wo r k i n g  r o l e s  w i t h o u t  
c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  o r d e r  o f  s o c i e t y -  T h e r e  was no 
p r o s c r i p t i o n  a g a i n s t  f e m a l e  b l a c k s m i t h i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  b u t  
t h e r e  w e r e  s t r o n g  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  t o w a r d  d u t i f u l  w i f e h o o d  and  
m o t h e r h o o d -  C o n t e x t  was e v e r y t h i n g .
To u n t a n g l e  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  
t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  we m us t  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  d a y - t c - d a y  b e h a v i o r  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l  h u s b a n d s  and  w i v e s ,  f i r s t  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  
f a c t o r s  wh ich  e n h a n c e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  d e p u t y - h u s b a n d  and  t h e n  
e x p l o r i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  which  mu te d  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  
c o l o n i a l  women.
*  *  *
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H i s t o r i a n s  c a n  r e a d  s i l l s ,  a c c o u n t  l o o k s ,  and  t a x  
r e c o r d s ,  doc u m e n t s  i n  wh ich  m a l e s  p r e d o m i n a t e ,  b u t  t h e y  
c a n n o t  s o  e a s i l y  e x p l o r e  t h e  c o m p l e x  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  b e h i n d  
t h e s e  r e c o r d s .  S c a t t e r e d  g l i m p s e s  o f  d a i l y  i n t e r a c t i o n  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s  s u c h  v a r i a t o n  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h  and 
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f a m i l i e s  a s  t h e r e  i s  t o d a y .  Some w i v e s  
were s e r v i l e ,  some were  s h r e w s ,  o t h e i r s  we re  r e s p e c t e d  
c o m p a n i o n s  who s h a r e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  s p o u s e s  i n  t h e  
management  o f  a f f a i r s .  I m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  
s e p a r a t e d  t h e  c o l o n i a l  w o r l d  f rom o u r  own.  The mo s t  b a s i c  
was s p a t i a l .  B e c a u s e  much m a l e  work was p e r f o r m e d  i n  o r  
n e a r  t h e  h o u s e s ,  w i v e s  had  f r e g u e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e  and  
h e a r  wha t  was done— and  c f t e n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  a s  w e l l -
I n  t h e  u n s p e c i a l i x e d ,  u n s e g r e g r a t e d  wor k i ng  wor ld  o f  
t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  a n d  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
o f  o f f e r i n g  h e l p  t o  a h u s b a n d  were  v a s t .  The w i f e  of  a 
sh o e m a k e r  m i g h t  s p i n  t h e  s t r o n g  l i n e n  t h r e a d  n e e d e d  f o r  
s t i t c h i n g .  The w i f e  o f  a w e av e r  m i g h t  a s su m e  t h e  t e d i o u s  
j o b  o f  w i n d i n g  y a r n  on t h e  l a r g e  s p c c l s  c a l l e d  " g u i l l s . "  The 
w ives  o f  s h o p k e e p e r s  f r e g u e n t l y  h e l p e d  t o  w a i t  on c u s t o m e r s  
j u s t  a s  t h e  w ives  o f  s m a l l  f a r m e r s  went  i n t o  t h e  f i e l d s  
d u r i n g  p l a n t i n g  and  h a r v e s t .  At  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i e t y  and 
i n  e v e r y  o c c u p a t i o n ,  w i v e s  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  work o f  t h e i r  
h u s b a n d s .  I n  s u c h  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  a w i f e ' s  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  
d a y - t o - d a y  d e c i s i o n s  was a l m o s t  a s s u r e d -  B e c a u s e  s e r v a n t s
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and a p p r e n t i c e s  l i v e d  w i t h i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ,  a f a m i l y  
o c c a s i o n — m e a l t i m e  o r  n i g h t l y  p r a y e r — c o u l d  become t h e  
s e t t i n g  f o r  a l a b o r - m a n a g e m e n t  d i s c u s s i c n -
I n  J u n e  o f  1661 ,  a ycung  maid named Naomi H u l l  
d e s c r i b e d  a d i s c u s s i o n  which t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  o f  t h e  
Samuel  Symond’ s  home i n  I p s w i c h ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  e a r l y  i n  t h a t  
y e a r .  The  c a s e  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  i n d e n t u r e  o f  two 
I r i s h  s e r v a n t s .  The i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  M i s t r e s s  Symonds was n o t  
a t  i s s u e ,  which makes  t h i s  c a s u a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  h e r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a l l  t h e  more i m p r e s s i v e -  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
maid,  a l l  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  had g a t h e r e d  f o r  p r a y e r  when one  of  
t h e  I r i s h m e n  a s k e d  i f  a n e i g h b o r ' s  s o n  was coming  t h e  n e x t  
day t o  p l ow .  M i s t r e s s  Symcnds  s a i d  she  t h o u g h t  s o .  One o f  
t h e  men a s k e d  who would  plow w i t h  h im.  M i s t r e s s  Symonds 
s a i d ,  "One  o f  y o u . "  When t h e  two men a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
i n d e n t u r e  was  up and  t h a t  t h e y  would work no l o n g e r ,  b o t h  
t h e  m a s t e r  and  t h e  m i s t r e s s  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  s e r v a n t s .  At  one 
p o i n t  M i s t r e s s  Symonds i n t e r r u p t e d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  " L e t  them 
a l o n e , "  s h e  s a i d -  "Now t h e y  a r e  s p e a k i n g  l e t  them spe ak  
t h e i r  own m i n d s . " [ 1 2 ]  Such an a n e c d o t e  shows t h e  way i n  
which b o u n d a r i e s  b e t w e e n  ma le  and f e m a l e  do m a i n s  m i g h t  b l u r  
i n  a common h o u s e h o l d  s e t t i n g .
I n  a t r a c t  on  m a r r i a g e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p r i n t e d  i n  New 
E n g l a n d ,  an  E n g l i s h  m i n i s t e r  named H i l l i a m  S e e k e r  had  
w r i t t e n ,  " I t ’ s  b e t w e e n  a man and  h i s  w i f e  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  a s
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i t  i s  b e t w e e n  t h e  Sun and  t h e  Moon i n  t h e  h e a v e n s ,  when t h e  
g r e a t e r  l i g h t  g o e s  down ,  t h e  l e s s e r  l i g h t  g e t s  u p ;  when one  
e n d s  i n  s e t t i n g ,  t h e  o t h e r  b e g i n s  i n  s h i n i n g - "  A w i f e  he  
c o n c l u d e d ,  i s  s o v e r e i g n  i r  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s a b s e n c e ,  b u t  
s u b j e c t  i n  h i s  p r e s e n c e . £ 13]  The mos t  i m p o r t a n t  v a r i a b l e ,  
t h e n ,  i n  f e m a l e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  ma l e  work was  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
h u s b a n d s -  A m b i t i o u s  men i n  e a r l y  Am er i ca  were  o f t e n  
i n v o l v e d  i n  many t h i n g s  a t  onc e— f a r m i n g  a n d  r u n n i n g  a g r i s t  
m i l l ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  o r  c u t t i n g  t i m b e r  and f i s h i n g -  B e c a u s e  
wives  r e m a i n e d  a t  h o m e ,  t h e y  were o f t e n  a t  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e s e  d i v e r s e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  g i v e n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
c o n v e y i n g  d i r e c t i o n s ,  p a c i f y i n g  c r e d i t o r s ,  a nd  p e r h a p s  e v e n  
making some d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  l a b o r -  On a 
day  t o  d a y  b a s i s ,  t h i s  m i g h t  be  a r a t h e r  s i m p l e  m a t t e r ,  
r e m e m b e r i n g  t o  s e n d  a s e r v a n t  t o  r e p a i r  a  b r e a c h  i n  t h e  d.am 
a f t e r  he  f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  f c r  e x a m p l e ,  o r  knowing when 
t o  r e l i n q u i s h  an  ox t o  a n e i g h b o r . £ 14 ]  Eut  d u r i n g  a 
p r o l o n g e d  a b s e n c e  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  a woman m i g h t  become 
i n v o l v e d  i n  more w e i g h t y  n a t t e r s .
Som e t i m e  i n  t h e  1 6 7 0 ’ s Moses  G i l m a n  c f  E x e t e r ,  Hew 
H a m p sh i r e  wr o t e  t o  h i s  w i f e  f r o m  B o s t o n z
L o v i n g  w i f e  E l i s a b e t h  G i l l a a n  t h e s e  a r e  t o  d e s i r e  
you t o  s p e a k e  t o  J o h n  G i l l a a n  S J ames  P e r k i n s  and  
s o  o r d e r  t h e  m a t t e r  t h a t t  Hr.  Tho-  H o o a b r i d g e  may 
h a v e  Tw e lve  t h o u s a n d  f c t t  c f  m e r c h a n t a b l e  b o a r d s  
E a f t e d  by t h i r s d a y  n i g h t  o r  s o o n e r  i f  p o s e b l e  t h e y  
Can f o r  I  hav e  A b s o l u t l y  s c u l d  them to  hi® 5 i f  
J o h n  C lough  s e n  o r  any  o t h e r  doe  d e l i v e r  b o r d s  t o  
make up t h e  sum G i v e  B e c e i t s  o f  w h a t t  you R e c i e v e
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o f  h i  a o r  any o t h e r  aan a nd  l e t t  no b o t e  b e e  p r e s t  
o r  o t h e r  ways d i s p o s e d  o f  u n t i l l  I  B e t u r n e  b e i n g  
f r o m  Him who i s  y o s  t i l l  D e a t h
Moses Gi lman £15  3
I f  G i l m a n  h a d  d o u b t e d  h i s  w i f e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  " o r d e r  t h e  
m a t t e r , "  be c o u l d  ha v e  w r i t t e n  a number  o f  s e p a r a t e  
l e t t e r s — t o  J o h n  G i l m a n ,  J a m es  P e r k i n ,  John  C l o u g h  and 
p e r h a p s  o t h e r s -  B u t  s e c u r i n g  a s h i p m e n t  o f  t w e l v e  t h o u s a n d  
f e e t  o f  m e r c h a n t a b l e  b e a r d s  e n t i r e l y  by l a t t e r  would h a v e  
been  c o m p l i c a t e d  and  t i m e  c o n s u m i n g .  I n s t e a d ,  G i lman  r e l i e d  
on t h e  gocd  s e n s e  o f  h i s  w i f e ,  who wou ld  be r e s p e c t e d  a s  h i s  
s u r r o g a t e ,  and  who p r o b a b l y  had a c g u i r e d  some e x p e r t i s e  i n  
making o u t  r e c e i p t s  f o r  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  and  i n  c o n v e y i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  l u m b e r i n g  and  s h i p p i n g  c r e w s -  A " l o v i n g  
w i f e "  who c o n s i d e r e d  h e r s e l f  h i s  " t i l l  D e a t h "  was more 
t r u s t w o r t h y  t h a n  a h i r e d  s e r v a n t  o r  b u s i n e s s  a s s o c i a t e -  As 
a t r u e  c o n s o r t ,  s h e  wou ld  know t h a t  by f u r t h e r i n g  h e r  
h u s b a n d ' s  i n t e r e s t ,  s h e  f u r t h e r e d  h e r  own-
T h u s ,  a w i f e  w i t h  t a l e c t  f c r  b u s i n e s s  m i g h t  become a 
k i n d  of  d o u b l e  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  g r e a t l y  e x t e n d i n g  h i s  
a b i l i t y  t o  h a n d l e  a f f a i r s .  T h i s  i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  
i n  a doc umen t  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  c o u r t  p a p e r s -  In  
F e b r u a r y  o f  1674,  P e t e r  L i d g e t  c f  B o s t o n  s i g n e d  a p a p e r  
g i v i n g  Hen ry  D e r i n g  o f  P i s c a t a g u a  f u l l  power  o f  a t t o r n e y  " t o  
c o l l e c t  a l l  d e b t s  due  t o  him i n  t h a t  p l a c e  and  t h e r e a b o u t . "  
On t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e  o f  t h e  do c um e n t .  D e r i n g  w r o t e :  " I  He n ry
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D e r i n g  h a v e ,  an d  do h e r e b y  C o n s t i t u t e ,  o r d a i n s ,  and  a p p o i n t  
my l o v e i n g  w i f e ,  Anne D e r i n g  my L a w f u l  A t t o u r n e y n t o  c o l l e c t  
and s u e  f o r  P e t e r  L i d g e t #s  d e b t s  " b y  v e r t u e  o f  t h e  L e t t e r  o f  
A t t o u r n e y  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e - " [ 16]  ( Anne D e r i n g  was t h e  
widow o f  Ra lph  D en n i ng  o f  E o s t o n .  She  l e f t  h e r  m a r r i e d  
aaine— an d  p e r h a p s  some o f  h e r  b u s i n e s s  a cumen— t o  h e r  
g r e a t - g r a r d s o n ,  G o v e r n e r  Benn ing  Wentwor th  o f  Dew 
H a m p s h i r e . [ 1 7 ] }
D e t e r m i n i n g  when t h e  w iv e s  o f  m e r c h a n t s  a c t e d  f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  an d  when i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  i s  n o t  
a lw ays  s o  e a s y .  Around  1700 ,  E l i z a b e t h  c u r w e n ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  
a p r o m i n e n t  Sa l em m e r c h a n t ,  was b u y i n g  K n i v e s ,  m a c k e r e l  
l i n e s ,  i r o n  c a n d l e s t i c k s ,  ha m m er s ,  J e w s  h a r p s ,  f l i n t s ,  and  
c o w b e l l s  by t h e  d o z e n  f r o m  a grown s o n  who l i v e d  i n  B o s t o n .  
She  was o b v i o u s l y  " k e e p i n g  s h o p . "  co m p a re d  w i th  t h e  s h i p p i n g  
and t i m b e r  i n t e r e s t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  h e r  e n t e r p r i s e  was a 
p e t t y  o n e ,  b u t  s h e  a p p e a r s  t o  hav e  been  manag ing  i t  
h e r s e l f . [ 1 8 ]  Fo r  women i n  c o m m e r c i a l  t o w n s ,  such  d e a l i n g  i n  
i m p o r t e d  goods  may h a v e  been  a k i n d  c f  " c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y , "  
h a n d l e d  i n  much t h e  same way a s  t h e  b u t t e r  and  egg  
b u s i n e s s e s  o f  f a r m  w i v e s .
The  r u r a l  e g u i v a l e n t  o f  M i s t r e s s  Curwen o f  Sa l em was 
M i s t r e s s  H e w l e t t  o f  I p s w i c h .  She became  s o  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
t h e  p o u l t r y  b u s i n e s s  t h a t  s h e  was a b l e  t o  l o a n  money t o  h e r  
h u s b a n d .  Hhen a f r i e n d  e x p r e s s e d  s u r p r i s e  a t  t h i s
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a r r a n g e m e n t ,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  w i f e ’s  i n co m e  r e a l l y  b e l o n g e d  
t o  him i f  h e  n e e d e d  i t ,  E n s i g n  H e w l e t t  r e p l i e d ,  HI  meddle  
n o t  w i t h  t h e  g e e s e  n o r  t h e  t u r k e y s  f o r  t h e y  a r e  h e r s  f o r  s h e  
h a s  b e e n  and i s  a  go od  w i f e  t o  m e . " [  19]  To t h e  n e i g h b o r ,  
l o a n i n g  money t o  o n e ’ s  s p o u s e  was c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  an  
a s s e r t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  communal  v a l u e s .  Bu t  t o  
H e w l e t t  no s u c h  t h r e a t  was i m p l i e d -  H i s  w i f e  had  " b e e n  a 
good w i f e . "  As l o n g  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  f e m a l e  t r a d e  r e m a i n e d  a  
m ino r  theme w i t h i n  a  l a r g e r  communal  e t h i c ,  i t  d i d  n o t  
t h r e a t e n  e i t h e r  mal e  s u p r e m a c y  c r  t h e  e c o n o m i c  u n i t y  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y .
T h u s ,  i n  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a ,  a s  i n  any h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d ,  
f o r m a l  a u t h o r i t y  and a c t u a l  a u t h o r i t y  m i g h t  d i f f e r .  The l a w  
e n j o i n e d  g e n d e r  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ;  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  e c o n o m i c  
l i f e  o f t e n  demanded  co m m u n i ty  o f  e f f o r t .  Somen on f a r m s ,  i n  
f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e s ,  o r  i n  c o m m e r c i a l  t o w n s  h e l p e d  i n  t h e i r  
h u s b a n d ’ s  work a t  many l e v e l s  and seme o f  them e v e n  
d e v e l o p e d  i n d e p e n d e n t  e n t e r p r i s e s  o f  t h e i r  own.  I t  s e ems  
l o g i c a l  t o  a s s u m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  women whose  h u s b a n d s  we re  
r e g u l a r l y  a b s e n t — t h e  w i v e s  c f  f i s h e r m e n  c r  m e r c h a n t  
m a r i n e r s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e — m i g h t  become more s k i l l e d  i n  managing  
a f f a i r s  t h a n  t h e  w i v e s  o f  s e t t l e d  f a r m e r s  o r  c r a f t s m e n .
C o u r t  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  f i s h e r m e n  g i v e  seme g l i m p s e s  o f  
t h e  k i n d  cf  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s su m e d  by t h e i r  w i v e s ,  who 
o f t e n  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  f o r e g r o u n d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f
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t h e  d o c u m e n t s -  D e p o s i t i o n s  i n  an a c t i o n  o f  1660 r e v e a l  Anne 
D e v o r ix  w o r k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  h e r  h u s b a n d  " t a k i n g  a c c o u n t ” a s  a 
s e r v a n t  c u l l e d  f i s h  f r o m  a s p r i n g  v o y a g e .  She h e r s e l f  
d e l i v e r e d  a r e c e i p t  f r o m  t h e  m a s t e r  o f  t h e  s h i p  t o  t h e  s h o p  
wh e r e  t h e  f i n a l  " r e c k o n i n g "  was made- 8he n  h e r  h u s b a n d  was 
a t  s e a ,  s h e  s u p e r v i s e d  s p r i n g  p l a n t i n g  cn  t h e  f a m i l y  c o r n  
l a n d  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  h o g s h e a d s ,  b a r r e l s ,  and  
f l a k e s  a t  t h e  s h o r e  f r om  t h e  i n c u r s i o n s  o f  a q u a r r e l s o m e  
n e i g h b o r - [ 2 0  ]
Even more  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  i s  E d i t h  C r e f o r d  o f  
Sa l em ,  who f r e q u e n t l y  a c t e d  a s  an a t t o r n e y  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  
a t  one  p o i n t  s i g n i n g  a  p r o m i s a r y  n o t e  f o r  33 p o u n d s  i n  
" m e r c h a n t a b l e  cod f i s h  a t  p r i c e  c u r r e n t - *•[ 21 ] The w i ve s  o f  
J o h n  B r y e r s  and  B o b e r t  Du tc h  p r e m i s e d  f i s h  i n  a l e s s  f o r m a l  
b u t  no l e s s  b i n d i n g  m a n n e r - [ 2 2 ]  L i k e  t h e  f i s h w i v e s  of  
N a n t u c k e t  whom C r e v e c o u e r  d e s c r i b e d  a h u n d r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
t h e s e  women w e r e  " n e c e s s a r i l y  o b l i g e d  t o  t r a n s a c t  b u s i n e s s ,  
t o  s e t t l e  a c c o u n t s ,  an d  i n  s b c r t ,  t o  r u l e  a n d  p r o v i d e  f o r  
t h e i r  f  a m i l i e s .  ”[ 2 3 ]
At a d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  w i v e s  o f  m e r c h a n t  s e a  
c a p t a i n s  p l a y e d  a s i m i l a r  r c l e -  Som e t im e  i n  t h e  y e a r  1710,  
E l i z a b e t h  Holmes  o f  B o s t o n  s a t  down w i t h  P a t i e n c e  M a r s t o n  o f  
Salem a n d  s e t t l e d  a c c o u n t s  a c c u m u l a t e d  d u r i n g  a v o y a g e  t o  
Newfou nd l and -  N e i t h e r  woman had  b e e n  on  t h e  ship--  They 
were  s i m p l y  a c t i n g  a s  a t t c r n i e s  f o r  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  C a p t a i n
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R o b e r t  H o l m es ,  who b a d  commanded t b e  b r i g a t e e n ,  and  Hr .  
Ben j amin  H a r s t o n ,  who owned i t . [ 2 4 ]  The M a r s t c n  f a m i l y  
p a p e r s  g i v e  a somewha t  a c r e  d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  
i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  one woman i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s  b u s i n e s s  a s  w e l l  
a s  h i n t i n g  a t  some o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  i n v o l v e d .  P a t i e n c e  
Mar s ton  was t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a s i n i s t e r ,  t h e  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  
a c o u n t r y  g e n t l e m a n ,  a n d  t h e  g r e a t  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  D o r o t h y  
D u d l e y ,  y e t  s h e  was n o t  a b o v e  " k e e p i n g  s h o p "  i n  h e r  
h u s b a n d ' s  a b s e n c e .
Ha v in g  s u f f e r e d  f i n a n c i a l  r e v e r s e s ,  B e n j a m i n  H a r s t o n  
t o o k  command o f  one  o f  h i s  own s h i p s  i n  t h e  summer o f  17 19 ,  
t a k i n g  h i s  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r  o l d  s o n  Be n j am in  w i t h  h im .  l o u n g  
Ben j amin  w r o t e  h i s  m o t h e r  c o m p l e t e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
s t a g e  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  which e nd ed  a t  C a sc o  Bay i n  Ha ine -  He 
i n c l u d e d  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  
e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  H a i n e ,  and  t h e  p r i c e  c f  l u m b e r  an d  s t a v e s ,  
a d d i n g  t h a t  he  was  " S o r r y  ycu  s h o u l d  s e t t  s c  l o n g  i n  ye 
house  f o r  no A d v [ a n c e ]  b u t  p e r h a p s  t o  ye  p r e j u d i c e  c f  y o u r  
h e a l t h . "  I t  would b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know w h a t  s o r t  o f  
b u s i n e s s  had k e p t  P a t i e n c e  H a r s t o n  a t  home- A week l a t e r  
Be n j a min  w r o t e  a g a i n ,  a s s u r i n g  h i s  m o th e r  t h a t  he  was 
l o o k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  H a i n e .  "My f a t h e r  w £ o u l ] d  
ha v e  b e e n  i mp os ed  upon by m— c  ha d  I  n o t  i n t e r p o s e d  and  
s t o o d  s t i f f l y  t o  h i m , "  he e x p l a i n e d -  Was he a c t i n g  o u t  some 
O e d i p a l  f a n t a s y  h e r e ,  o r  was he  p e r h a p s  p e r f o r m i n g  a s  h i s
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m o t h e r ' s  s u r r o g a t e ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  r e s o l v e  o f  t h e  
p r e s u m a b l y  more  e a s y  g o i n g  f a t h e r ?  The n e x t  d a y  he  w ro t e  
s t i l l  a n o t h e r  l e t t e r ,  a s k i n g  f o r  c h o c o l a t e ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  
b o y i s h l y  t h a t  "ye  M u s k e t o ' s  b i t t  me so  p r o d i g i o u s l y  a s  I  was 
w r i t i n g  t h a t  I  c an  h a r d l y  t e l l  wha t  i t  was I  w r o t e , "  and  
c o n v e y i n g  w h a t  must  by t h e n  h a v e  b e e n  a  common r e  g u e s t  f r o m 
t h e  a b s e n t  h u s b a n d -  i 3 r s .  M a r s t o n  was t o  g e t  a w i t n e s s e d  
s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  a  p i e c e  o f  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  an d  s e n d  i t  
by " t h e  f i r s t  0 p p e r t u n i t y . " [ 2 5  ]
The  p i c t u r e  wh ich  a r i s e s  f r om t h e  H a r s t o n  p a p e r s  i s  a 
f a m i l i a r  one— the  l o y a l  w i f e  a s  c u s t o d i a n  o f  m e s s a g e s ,  
g u a r d i a n  of  e r r a n d s ,  p r e s e r v e r  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  and  k e e p e r  o f  
a c c o u n t s .  P a t i e n c e  M a r s t c n  may h a v e  become i m p a t i e n t  w i t h  
h e r  c h o r e s  o r  a n x i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  acumen o f  h e r  
h u s b a n d ,  t u t  t h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n  t h e  o n l y  
w r i t i n g s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  h e r  h a n d -  She s e r v e d  a s  
" d e p u t y - h u s b a n d "  a s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  demanded ,  and  when h e r  
h u s b a n d  p e r i s h e d  f ro m s m a l l  pcx s c o n  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  
I r e l a n d ,  she  d e c l a r e d  h e r s e l f  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  d e a r  s o n  who 
r e t u r n e d  " a s  one  f rom t h e  de a d "  t o  t a k e  o v e r  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
b u s i n e s s . [ 2 6  ]
B e c a u s e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  w iv e s  we re  u n d e r  t h e  
"wing ,  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and c o v e r "  o f  a h u s b a n d  ( t o  r e p e a t  
B l a c k s t o n e ' s  p h r a s e ) ,  t h e y  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m e a s u r e -  The 
r o l e  o f  d e p u t y  h u s b a n d  d e s e r v e s  more  c a r e f u l  and  s y s t e m a t i c
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s t u d y .  But  two c a u t i o n s  a r e  i n  o r d e r .  F i r s t ,  t h e  b i a s e s  o f  
t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  may t e m p t  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  g i v e  undue  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  w h a t  we re  r e a l l y  r a t h e r  p e r i p h e r a l  
e n t e r p r i s e s .  A c t i n g  a s  a t t o r n e y  t o  o n e ' s  h u s b a n d  i s  n o t  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  p r a c t i c i n g  l aw .  To c o l o n i a l  women, i t  may 
even  h a v e  been  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  t h a n  k e e p i n g  h o u s e -  T h i s  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p o i n t .  The v a l u e  o f  a ny  a c t i v i t y  i s  
d e t e r m i n e d  by  i t s  m ea n i n g  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  n o t  t o  t h e  
o b s e r v e r .  I n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a ,  p o s i t i o n  was a l w a y s  more 
i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t a s k .  C o l o n i a l  women m ig h t  a p p e a r  t o  be 
i n d e p e n d e n t ,  e v e n  a g g r e s s i v e ,  by modern  s t a n d a r d s ,  y e t  s t i l l  
have  d e r i v e d  t h e i r  s t a t u s  p r i m a r i l y  f rom t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  t h e i r  h u s ba n d .
T h i s  i s  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a  New H a m p s h i r e  c o u r t
r e c o r d  o f  1671 .  A c a r p e n t e r  named John  Barsham t e s t i f i e d
a b o u t  a n  a r g u m e n t  he h a d  h e a r d  b e t w e e n  Henry  s h e r b u r n  a nd  
h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e ,  S a r a h ,  who was t h e  widow o f  H a l t e r  A b b o t t .  
Barsham ha d  c o s e  t o  t h e  h c u s e  t o  g e t  some n a i l s  he  n e ed e d  
f o r  r e p a i r i n g  a  d w e l l i n g  he  ha d  r e n t e d  f rom t h e m .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  Ba r sh am ,  S a r a h  became  so  a n g r y  a t  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
o p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  s h e  " r o s e  o f f  f r om t h e  s e a t  whe re  she  was
s e t t i n g  & came up  t o  h i s  w i t h  h e r  a rm s  a k im bo  s a y i n g  we
s h o u l d  ha v e  n a y l e s  S he had  n o t h i n g  t o  [ d o ]  i n  i t . "  As i f  t o  
add  t h e  f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  h e r  demand,  s h e  a s k e d  him "why he  
t r o d e  u p o n  H a l t e r  A b b o t t s  f l o c r  & b i d  him g e t  c u t  of  d o o r s .
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S s a i d  t h a t  he  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  do t h e r e .  "[  27 ] S a r a h  S h e r b u r n e  
was an e x p e r i e n c e d  an d  a s s e r t i v e  woman- She had k e p t  t a v e r n  
" w i t h  two h u s b a n d s  a n d  n o n e - ” The h o u s e  i n  which  sh e  and  
S h e r b u r n e  l i v e d  had  b e e n  p a r t  o f  h e r  i n h e r i t a n c e  f rom h e r  
f i r s t  h u s f c a n d . £ 2 8 ] Bu t  i n  t h e  h e a t  c f  t h e  a r g u m e n t  she  d i d  
n o t  s a y ,  " Ge t  o u t  o f  ja j b c u s e , "  ox " g e t  c u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  I  
p r o v i d e d - "  She  s a i d ,  " G e t  c u t  o f  W a l t e r  A b b o t t ’ s  h o u s e - "  Her 
i d e n t i t y  was n o t  a s  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r ,  b u t  a s  w i f e -  To a s s e r t  
h e r  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  s h e  i n v o k e d  t h e  memory o f  
h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r -
*  *  *
C e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  i n  c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y  made i t  p o s s i b l e  
f o r  some women t o  become i n t i n a t e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  
h u s b a n d ’ s  work .  Hen and  women o f t e n  s h a r e d  a common work 
s p a c e -  B u s i n e s s  was f r e q u e n t l y  c o n d u c t e d  i n f o r m a l l y  and  
c o n t r a c t s  we re  o f t e n  o r a l -  l o y a l t y  t o  f a m i l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  
some a b s t r a c t  n o t i o n  c f  " f e m i n i n i t y "  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  t a s k s -  H i ve s  were  s o m e t i m e s  more 
r e l i a b l e  and  more a v a i l a b l e  t h a n  male  s e r v a n t s  o r  a s s o c i a t e s  
i n  t h e  s m a l l ,  f a m i l y - o r i e n t e d  o p e r a t i o n s  which were 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  e v e n  o f  w e a l t h y  New E n g l a n d e r s -  I n  c o a s t a l  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  seme f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s  was a 
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  w i v e s  whose  s p o u s e s  were f r e q u e n t l y  a t  s e a .
A l l  o f  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  a f ew  w i v e s  t o  
emerge  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  "women o f  a f f a i r s "  a t  t h e  d e a t h  o f
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t h e i r  h a s h a n d s .
As C o t t o n  f l a t h e r  e x p r e s s e d  i t ,  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  
widowhood was e a s i e r  f o r  women who h a d  a l r e a d y  l e a r n e d  t o  
a c t  " a s  a Depu ty  H u s b a n d ,  f o r  t h e  B a i n t a i n i n g  o f  good O r d e r s  
i n  t h e  House.***£ 29 ] The a c t i v i t i e s  c f  t h r e e  P o r t s m o u t h  widows 
s u g g e s t  t h e  r a n g e  o f  s u c h  e n d e a v o r  i n  n o r t h e r n  Hew E n g l a n d .  
Fo r  a l m o s t  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  E l i z a b e t h  A l c o ck  r a n  a d r y - g o o d s  
shop ,  s o m e t i m e s  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  h e r  c o u s i n . [ 3 0 ]  Though 
l e s s  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  r e c c r d s ,  S a r a h  C o l l i n s  was o b v i o u s l y  
i n v o l v e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e .  A l e t t e r  o f  1715 shows  h e r  
s h i p p i n g  Hew H a m p s h i r e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  t o  an  E n g l i s h  k i n sm an  
i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  m a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s . [ 3 1 ]  U r s u l a  C u t t ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  became a f a r n e r .  She was k i l l e d  by  I n d i a n s  i n  
1694 w h i l e  h a y i n g . [ 3 2 ]  The i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e s e  woman i s  
s t r i k i n g ,  y e t  e v e n  i n  m a r i t i m e  P o r t s m o u t h  i t  s e ems  t o  h a v e  
been u n u s u a l .
A number  o f  f a c t o r s  i n  e a r l y  Am er i can  l i f e  s u b o r d i n a t e d  
t h e  r o l e  c f  d e p u t y  h u s b a n d  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  r o l e  o f  w i f e -  Fo r  
some women t h e  p r o x i m i t y  c f  mal e  an d  f e n a l e  work d i m i n i s h e d  
r a t h e r  t h a n  e n c o u r a g e d  e n t e r p r i s e .  Husb ands  who s t a y e d  
c l n s e  t o  t h e  home m i g h t  g i v e  t h e i r  w i v e s  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  h a n d l e  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  f a a i l y ,  e v e n  t h o s e  which m o s t  
i n t i m a t e l y  t o u c h e d  t h e i r  own d o m a i n .  The s ame  woman who 
worked  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  an  a s s i s t a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  a l i v i n g  h u s b a n d  b e h i n d  h e r ,  c o u l d  s t i l l  be
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i n s e c u r e  i n  h a n d l i n g  c o m p l e x  b u s i n e s s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  b e c a u s e  
o f  i n e x p e r i e n c e  a nd  p o o r  e d u c a t i o n -  F i n a l l y  ( and  p e r h a p s  
t h e  m os t  i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  c f  a l l )  , mos t  women had  o t h e r  
t h i n g s  t o  do -  On c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i t  i s  h a r d l y  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n i n e t y  
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  l o y a l i s t  women s t u d i e d  by Mary Be th  H o r t o n  
d e c l a r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  •’ h e l p l e s s "  when c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  
Roya l  C l a i m s  C o m m i s s i o n .
C o n s i d e r  t h e  g u e s t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n -  F o r  b o t h  s e x e s  i t  
began i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  and was r e i n f o r c e d  i n  t h e  c h u r c h .
But  f o r  g i r l s  i t  u s u a l l y  e n d e d  t h e r e -  Common s c h o o l s ,  which 
met i n f r e q u e n t l y  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  n o t  a t  a l l  d e s p i t e  t h e  s t r i c t  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l a w ,  o f t e n  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  f e m a l e s -  
Graamar  s c h o o l s ,  w h i ch  p r e p a r e d  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  s c h o l a r s ,  
a l w a y s  d i d .  G i r l s  l e a r n e d  t h e  b a s i c  s k i l l s  o f  h o u s e k e e p i n g  
by w o r k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e i r  m o t h e r s  o r  f e m a l e  n e i g h b o r s  j u s t  
as  t h e  bo ys  l e a r n e d  t h e  r u d i m e n t s  c f  f a r m i n g ,  l u m b e r i n g ,  o r  
f i s h i n g  by a s s i s t i n g  t h e  men c f  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  But  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  more  s p e c i a l i z e d  t r a d e s  were  op e n  t o  b o y s  by 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p -  S e l e c t m a n ’ s  i n d e n t u r e s  f r om th e  town o f  
Newbury f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 743 -1 760  show t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  
t r a i n i n g  o f f e r e d  b o y s  and  g i r l s  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  end  o f  t h e  
s o c i a l  s p e c t r u m  i n  a c o a s t a l  tcwn-
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The s e l e c t m a n  i n d e n t u r e d  s i x t y  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  t own  
p o o r .  F o r t y - n i n e  o f  t h e s e  were  b o y s ,  who were a p p r e n t i c e d  
t o  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  s h i p w r i g h t s ,  c c r d w a i n e r s ,  c o o p e r s ,  l e a v e r s ,  
t a n n e r s ,  t a i l o r s ,  j o i n e r s ,  b l o c k m a k e r s ,  r i g g e r s ,  m a s t m a k e r s ,  
and  e v e n  a p e r r i w i g  m ak e r  i n  t h e  t o w n .  The  e l e v e n  g i r l s ,  on 
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  w e r e  p r o m i s e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l i z e d  
s k i l l s  o f  " h o u s e w i f e r y ” o r  "women’ s  w o r k , "  t h o u g h  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  s p i n n i n g ,  c a r d i n g ,  s e w i n g ,  and  k n i t t i n g  we re  
a l s o  s p e c i f i e d .  O f t e n  t h e  p h r a s e  " A r t ,  T r a d e ,  o r  M y s t e r y "  
on t h e s e  p r i n t e d  f o r m s  were  c r o s s e d  c u t  i n  t h e  g i r l s ’ 
i n d e n t u r e s .  A l l  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  we re  a s s u r e d  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
r e a d i n g ,  b u t  o n l y  t h e  b o y s  were t o  l e a r n  " t o  w r i t e  a 
L e d g a b l e  hand S c y p h e r  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  G o u l d i n  B u i e "  o r  " t o  
w r i t e  S C y p h e r  a s  f a r  a s  ye  H u l e  o f  t h r e e  o r  so  f a r  a s  t o  
keep  a T r a d e s m a n s  B o o k . ”[ 3 3 ]
T h a t  more t h a n  f i v e  t i m e s  as  many t o y s  a s  g i r l s  were  
a p p r e n t i c e d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  d a u g h t e r s  was 
u s u a l l y  h a n d l e d  i n  some o t h e r  way- E i t h e r  t h e y  r e m a i n e d  
w i t h  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o r  were  p l a c e d  a s  d a y w o r k e r s  o r  m a i d s  on 
a l e s s  f o r m a l  t a s i s  among t h e  h o u s e w i v e s  o f  t h e  t o w n .  The 
c r o s s e d - o u t  p a s s a g e s  i n  t h e  i n d e n t u r e s  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  
a n o m a lo u s  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f e m a l e  a p p r e n t i c e s .  C l e a r l y ,  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  b l a c k s m i t h s  and  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e i r  w i v e s  
were  two  s e p a r a t e  p r o c e s s e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  two s e p a r a t e  
s y s t e m s .  P r e d i c t a b l y ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a s  a w h o l e ,  women
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l a g g e d  f a r  b e h i n d  men i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  w r i t e ,  a 
d i s c r e p a n c y  which a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  . [  34 ]
What  t h i s  meant  i n  t h e  d a i l y  l i v e s  of  o r d i n a r y  women i s
s u g g e s t e d  by  e x t a n t  a c c o u n t  b o o k s  f r om  t h e  p e r i o d -  A l t h o u g h
many s u c h  b o o k s  s u r v i v e ,  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  c e n t u r y  b e t w e e n  1650 
and 1 7 50 ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a s i n g l e  one  known t o  h a v e  b e e n  k e p t  
by a woman, n o t  e v e n  a s i m p l e  r e c o r d  o f  h o u s e h o l d  p u r c h a s e s  
o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  r e c i p e s -  P u r c h a s i n g  an  
a c c o u n t  book  was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  f o r  a f a r m e r  o r  v i l l a g e  
c r a f t s m a n -  A T o p s f i e l d  w e av e r  r e c o g n i z e d  t h i s  when he  w ro t e  
i n  t h e  i n s i d e  o f  h i s ,  " J o h n  Gou ld  h i s  Book o f  a c c o u n t s  I  s a y  
my Book my owne book  and  I  g a v e  o n e  s h i l l i n  and  f o u r  p e n c e  
f o r  i t  s o  much and  no m o r e - ”!; 3 5 ]  Books  l i k e  G o u l d ’ s  f a l l
somewhere  b e tw ee n  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c ,  l i t e r a t e ,
m e r c h a n t - o r i e n t e d  economy which  came t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  
e x t e r n a l  t r a d e  o f  New E n g l a n d  and  t h e  l o c a l ,  p e r s o n a l ,  
l a r g e l y  o r a l  t r a d e  n e t w o r k s  which  were  c e n t r a l  t o  v i l l a g e  
l i f e -  As d e p u t y - h u s b a n d s  a  v e r y  few w i v e s  o f  s e a  c a p t a i n s  
o r  m e r c h a n t s  had  a s m a l l  p a r t  i n  t h e  f o r m e r -  Bu t  f o r  m o s t  
women e c o n o m i c  l i f e  was c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r -
S o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  r a n g e  o f  b o o k k e e p i n g  m e t h o d s  em p lo yed  
i n  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a  i s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  an  anonymous  a c c o u n t  
book f r om  P o r t s m o u t h ,  New H a m p s h i r e -  One s e g m e n t  o f  t h i s  
r e c o r d  was k e p t  i n  t h e  un f o r med  s c r a w l  t y p i c a l  o f  o r d i n a r y
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c r a f t s m e n  an d  f a r m e r s ;  a n o t h e r  was n e a t l y  p o s t e d  i n  t h e  hand  
o f  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l e r i c .  B e t  e v i d e n c e  c f  a t h i r d  an d  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  method i s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  e n t r i e s  f o r  a l a b o r e r  named 
R i c h a r d  T r i p ,  who t r a d e d  work i n  t h e  " g u n d a l o w "  (a 
P i s c a t a q u a  s a i l i n g  v e s s e l  ) f o r  "75  m e a l s  o f  v i c t u a l l s "  and 
” 75 n i g h t s  o f  l o d g i n g  b r c t  f r c n  t h e  a c c c £ u n ] t  k e p t  i n  c h a u l k  
on t h e  w a l l . ” [ 3 6 ]  The w i f e  c f  t h e  unknown s h o p k e e p e r  may 
have  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c h a l k  a c c o u n t  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  " d i e t , "  ’‘ w a s h i n g , ” and  " m i t t i n s ” r e c o r d e d  i n  
T r i p ' s  d e b i t s .  P o r  t h i s  s o r t  c f  b o o k k e e p i n g ,  sh e  had no 
need f o r  " c y p h e r i n g . "
The a c c o u n t  book o f  Abraham How o f  I p s w i c h  g i v e s  a 
c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  b a r t e r  economy a s  i t  a f f e c t e d  
l i t e r a t e  m a l e s .  A f a r m e r  a s  w e l l  a s  a w e a v e r ,  How t r a d e d  
c i d e r ,  a p p l e s ,  o a t s ,  r y e ,  ha y  and mea t  t o  D a n i e l  F o s t e r ,  who 
p a i d  him i n  t o b a c c o ,  t h e  h i r e  c f  a b o a t ,  a nd  i n  c a r p e n t r y -  
For  D a n i e l  Hay ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  he  d i d  e x t e n s i v e  weav ing  
and was p a i d  i n  c o r n ,  c a s h ,  r u m ,  e a r t h e n  w a r e ,  s u g a r ,  s a l t  
and m o l a s s e s .  H i s  book  shows  o c c a s i o n a l  t r a n s a c t i o n s  w i t h  
women. I n  flay o f  1 6 8 8 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  " O l d  M o t h e r  P e a r l y "  
p a i d  f o r  t h e  w e a v i n g  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  y a r d s  o f  l i n s e y - w o o l s e y  
w i th  s e v e n  p o u n d s  o f  b u t t e r  and some f r e s h  p o r k - £ 3 7 ]  But  
such  a c c o u n t s  a r e  n o t  f r e q u e n t -  How's  book i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  o t h e r  w e a v e r s '  and  s h o e m a k e r s *  a c c o u n t s  
and  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  m o s t  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  r e c o r d s  f r om t h e
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r e g i o n .  a l m o s t  a l l  l e d g e r s  i n c l u d e  a f e u  f e m a l e  nam es ,  b u t  
mos t  a c c o u n t s  a r e  w i t h  men.  The c o m m o d i t i e s  l i s t e d  r e f l e c t  
t h e  d o m i n a n t  p r o d u c t s  i n  e a c h  c o m m u n i ty .  I p s w i c h  f a r m e r s  
t r a d e d  g r a i n ,  f arm l a b o r ,  and a n i m a l  p r o d u c t s  f o r  s h o e s ,  
weav ing ,  rum, t o b a c c o ,  s k i l l e t s ,  and  c o t t o n  wool .  
H o u s e h o l d e r s  f r o m M a r b l e h e a d  p a i d  f o r  t h e  s ame  i t e m s  i n  c a s h  
and f i s h ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  f rom E x e t e r  u s u a l l y  o f f e r e d  p i n e ,  o a k ,  
and h e m lo ck  b o a r d s  a s  w e l l  a s  l a b o r - £ 3 8 ]
k ma le  name a t  t h e  t o p  o f  a l e d g e r  i s  n o t  i n  i t s e l f  
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  h u s b a n d s  d i d  t h e  a c t u a l  t r a d i n g ,  o n l y  t h a t  
t h e y  we re  u l t i m a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  f a n i l y  p u r c h a s e s -  But  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o c c a s i o n a l  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  books  s p e c i f y  f,by 
y o u r  w i f e ” s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e  was 
o t h e r w i s e ,  t h a t  men d i d  t h e  a c t u a l  r e c k o n i n g  i f  n o t  t h e  
i n i t i a l  b a r g a i n i n g  i n  a l m o s t  a l l  c a s e s .  But  wha t  i s  mos t  
i n t e r e s t i n g  aibout  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  i s  t h e  i n f r e q u e n c y  o f  
e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t s  c f  f e m a l e  c r a f t .  Ho s t  s u s t a i n e d  
a c c o u n t s  f o r  b u t t e r  a n d  c h e e s e ,  s e w i n g ,  o r  s p i n n i n g  a r e  
l i s t e d  u n d e r  t h e  names  o f  widows .  For  t h e s e  women,  t h e  
demi se  o f  a  h u s b a n d  a c c e n t u a t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e m a l e  s k i l l s .  
T h i s  wo u l d  n o t  hav e  b e e n  t r u e  i f  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a 
d e p u t y - h u s b a n d  h a d  p r e p a r e d  them t o  c a r r y  on t h e  f a m i l y  f a rm  
o r  t r a d e .
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T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e  few a c c o u n t s  which  
s h i f t  f r o a  t h e  name o f  a h u s b a n d  t o  t h e  name o f  a  widow.  
Thomas B a r t l e t t ,  a  Newbury s h o e m a k e r ,  l i s t e d  t w e n t y - o n e  
e n t r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  name c f  E p h r a i m  B l e s d e l  f r c m  March 13,
1725 u n t i l  O c t o b e r  16 ,  173C.  The d e b i t s  were  a l m o s t  a l l  f o r  
s h o e s -  U n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  J u l y  17 28 ,  t h e  c r e d i t s  i n c l u d e d  
h i d e s ,  c i d e r ,  o n i o n s ,  c o d f i s h ,  v e a l ,  and  c a s h -  But  on t h a t  
d a t e ,  B a r t l e t t  r e c k o n e d  w i t h  " t h e  widow D e b r a t h  B l e s d e l - ” 
Nine o f  t h e  t w e l v e  c r e d i t s  which  f o l l o w  a r e  f o r  
s p i n n i n g . £ 3 9 ]  T h e r e  i s  p a t h o s  i n  a s e c o n d  s e r i e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  
B a r t l e t t ' s  b o o k -  From November  1729 u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r  1733,  
he  l i s t e d  t w e n t y - s e v e n  d e b i t s  u n d e r  J o h n  Woods name-  A l l  o f  
t h e s e  we re  f o r  making  and  mending  s h o e s -  The c r e d i t s  
a l r e a d y  i n c l u d e d  some s p i n n i n g  a s  w e l l  as c a s h  and  s k i n s  
when,  o n  J u n e  8 ,  1 7 3 2 ,  he  n o t e d  i n  a  t a c i t u r n  e n t r y :  
" h u s b a n d s  s h o e s  s e n t  b a c k - "  From t h a t  p o i n t  on t h e  a c c o u n t  
was w i t h  "Widow Anne H o od , "  who now a t t e m p t e d  t o  pay  f o r  h e r  
s h o e s  i n  d r i e d  s a g e  f r o m  h e r  g a r d e n  and i n  a d d i t i o n a l  
s p i n n i n g . [ 4 0 ]
J u d g i n g  o n l y  f rom t h e  a c c o u n t  b o o k s ,  one  m i g h t  c o n c l u d e  
t h a t  mos t  m a r r i e d  women s e r e  s e l d o m  i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a d e  e v e n  
on t h e  v i l l a g e  l e v e l ,  o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o i n t  t o  an 
e x t e n s i v e ,  l e s s  s y s t e m a t i c ,  an d  l a r g e l y  o r a l  t r a d e  n e t w o r k  
which p a r a l l e l e d  a n d  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n t e r s e c t e d  t h e  
s y s t e m s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t s .  A c o u r t  r e c o r d  of
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1682 p r o v i d e s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  s a m p l e .  When a woman named 
Grace  S t o u t  a p p e a r e d  t o  a n s w e r  s e v e r a l  c h a r g e s  o f  t h e f t ,  t h e  
w i t n e s s e s  a g a i n s t  h e r  i n c l u d e d  t h i r t y - f c u r  p e r s o n s ,  among 
them t w e n t y - o n e  h o u s e w i v e s  who s e r e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  p r e c i s e  
a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  v a l u e  c f  wc rk  p e r f o r m e d  o r  g o o d s  r e c e i v e d .  
These  were  p e t t y  t r a n s a c t i o n s — k n e a d i n g  b r e a d  f o r  one  woman, 
p u r c h a s i n g  s t o c k i n g s  k n i t t e d  by a n o t h e r — n o t  t h e  s o r t  o f  
t h i n g  t o  t u r n  up i n  c c l o n i a l  t r a d e  a c c o u n t s  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  e c o n o m ic  l i f e . [ 4 1 ]
S u g g e s t i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  s u c h  a p a t t e r n  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  
a c c o u n t  bo ok  o f  Thomas C h u t e ,  a t a i l o r  f rom M a r b l e h e a d ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  who became  cne  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  o f  Hew 
M a rb l e h e a d  i n  f r o n t i e r  M a i n e .  A c c o u n t s  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  
s econd  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  g i v e  g l i m p s e s  o f  
t h e  e c o n o m ic  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  C h u t e ' s  w i f e  i n  b o t h  l o c a t i o n s .
I n  M a r b l e h e a d ,  s h e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  b a r g a i n e d  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
c u s t o m e r s ,  p r e s u m a b l y  w h i l e  h e  was away on p u b l i c  b u s i n e s s .  
I n  New M a r b l e h e a d ,  s h e  k n i t t e d  s t o c k i n g s  f o r  s e v e r a l  
n e i g h b o r s  and  f o r  r a t h e r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  " s c h o o l e d "  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n .  B u t  t h e s e  s c a n t y  e n t r i e s  mus t  h a v e  t o u c h e d  o n l y  
t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  h e r  i n d u s t r y -  I n  May o f  1737,  c h u t e  r e c k o n e d  
wi th  J o s e p h  G r i f f i n  o f  M a r b l e h e a d ,  m a t c h i n g  h i s  own c h a r g e s  
f o r  t a i l o r i n g  a g a i n s t  e i g h t  p o u n d s  d e b i t e d  i n  G r i f f i n ' s  
book,  f i n a l l y  b a l a n c i n g  t h e  whole  w i th  f o u r  p o u n d s  p e n d i n g ,  
"By y o u [ r ]  w iv e s  a c c o u a p t  w i t h  m i n e . "  A s i m i l a r  e n t r y
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The  s t o r y  d o e s  n e t  end  t h e r e ,  h ow e v e r .  A marked  c h e e s e  
d o e s  n o t  ha v e  t h e  d u r a b i l i t y  o f  a marked  t a n k a r d  o r  c l o c k .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  Mary H u n t ’ s  c h e e s e  d i d  n o t  make i t  t o  c o u r t  i n  
November ,  much l e s s  i n t o  t h e  s t r e a m  c f  p h y s i c a l  a r t i f a c t s  
f rom which  we d e r i v e  o a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a c u l t u r e -  
C l a r k ' s  s e r v a n t  a p p a r e n t l y  s w a l l o w e d  t h e  e v i d e n c e .  Though 
Hunt  won h e r  c a s e  i n  t h e  f a l l ,  C l a r k  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a p p e a l e d  
i n  J u n e ,  s t a n d i n g  on h i s  d i g n i t y  a s  a man n e v e r  b e f o r e  
s u s p e c t e d  o f  " a n y  c r i m e  much l e s s  so  b a s e  a  c r i m e  a s  t h e f t  
and f o r  s o  s o r r y  a m a t t e r  a s  c h e e s e . "  P a r t  o f  h i s  l o n g — and  
p r o f e s s i o r a l l y  i n s c r i b e d — d e f e n s e  was a c o u n t e r  a c c u s a t i o n -  
I t  was w e l l  known i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  he s a i d ,  t h a t  Goody 
Hunt s o l d  h e r  p r o d u c t s  t o  " o n e  and  a n o t h e r "  a n d  was a p t  t o  
do so  w i t h o u t  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  k n o w l e d g e ,  c r y i n g  t h e f t  i f  
c a l l e d  t o  r e c k o n . [ 4 4 ]  The i n f o r m a l  n a t u r e  o f  f e m a l e  t r a d e  
might  work  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  c f  a woman who wa n t e d  a  l i t t l e  
e x t r a  i n com e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  y e t  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  
economic  power  o f  a n y  woman was i n s e p a r a b l e  f rom hex  l a r g e r  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a s  w i f e .  P r o d u c i n g  f a t  h e n s  o r  w e l l - f l a v o r e d  
c h e e s e  was o n l y  a b e g i n n i n g .  Tc s u c c e e d  i n  b u s i n e s s ,  a 
woman m u s t  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h  h e r s e l f  a s  an o b e d i e n t  and  
s u p p o r t i v e  w i f e .
I n  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  l i f e  c f  women i n  c o l o n i a l  
Amer i ca  was s e p a r a t e  f r om t h a t  o f  men.  An anonymous  
document  i n  t h e  E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e  a t  S a l e m ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s
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r e v e a l s  t h e  chasm w h i c h  s c n e t i s e s  d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  '‘f e m a l e  
t r a d e ” a n d  ” male  b u s i n e s s . ” The unknown a u t h o r  o f  t h i s  
l i t t l e  t r e a t i s e  h a d  b e e n  a c c u s e d  o f  ' f r a u d u l e n t l y  s e c u r i n g  a  
deed  f r o m  an  a g e d  widow.  I n  h i s  d e f e n s e ,  he  m e t h o d i c a l l y  
i t e m i z e d  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  h im,  t h e n  a n s w e r e d  e a c h  i n  
t u r n .  Two a r e  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  h e r e — f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  
woman knew b u t  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  “ common commerce  o f  l i f e , "  and  
s e c o n d ,  t h a t  s h e  was u n a b l e  t o  f o rm  a " j u s t  i d e a "  o f  what  
b e l o n g e d  t o  h e r  o r  i t s  v a l u e .  The man a n s w e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  
c h a r g e  w i t h  a  f l a t  d e n i a l :
I  n o r  no o t h e r  P e r s o n  I n  t h i s  N e a b o r r h o o d  I  d o n t e  
b e l i e v e  E v e r  h e a r d  o f  h e r  n o t  knowing  how f o r  t o  
T r a d e .
But he  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  s e c o n d :
Bow c o u l d  s h e  o r  any  e t h e r  P e r s o n  f o r m e  a n y  j u s t  
I d i a  o f  wha t  t h e y  a r e  w o r t h  when i t  i s  E v e a d e n t  
t h a t  P a r t  o f  i t  was I n  A n o t h e r  P e r s o n s  
h a n d s .  .  . a n d  She N e t  Knowing hew f o r  t o  B i g h t  so  
a s  f o r  t o  k e e p  my A c c [ o u n t ]  n o r  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  Read 
S i g h t i n g  n o r  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  C h i p h e r  s c  a s  f o r  t o  
C a s t  up ay Ac;:[ o u n t  ] . £  45 ]
T h e s e  two s t a t e m e n t s  s u m m a r i z e  much o f  wha t  we have  
s a i d  h e r e .  A t a l e n t  f o r  t r a d e  was one  t h i n g -  The a b i l i t y  
t o  h a n d l e  complex  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s  was a n o t h e r .  A l t ho u gh  
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  p r o d u c e d  many U r s u l a  C u t t s  o r  E d i t h  
C r e f o r d s ,  women who c o u l d  c a r r y  on  a f a m i l y  e n t e r p r i s e  i n  
t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  i t  p r o d u c e d  e v e n  more women
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l i k e  t h i s  an onymous  widow o f  Sa l em -  I n  h e r  y e a r s  a s  a 
h o u s e w i f e  s h e  had a c q u i r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s k i l l  i n  t h e  "common 
commerce o f  l i f e "  b u t  l i t t l e  t h a t  would p r e p a r e  h e r  t o  d e a l  
w i th  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and  a g r e s s i v e  a s s a u l t  on h e r  p r o p e r t y ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  when l e g a l  d o c u m e n t s  were  i n v o l v e d -  No l o n g e r  
a b l e  t o  r e l y  upon a s p o u s e  o r  a s o n ,  s h e  had t r u l y  become a 
" r e l i c t - "
*  *  *
I n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1 7 5 7 ,  Mary R u s s e l l  c f  C o n c o r d ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  w r o t e  a l e t t e r  t o  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  Samuel  
Curwin o f  Sa l em i n  which  s h e  j o k e d ,  " I  s h o u l d  ha ve  a n s w e r e d  
Your l e t t e r  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h i s  h a d  I  known when we we re  t o  
come t o  B o s t o n  b u t  you  knew I  am a Femme C o v e r t  an d  c a n n o t  
a c t  f o r  my s e l f . " [ 4 6 ]  Her  w i t  b e t r a y s  a  d e e p e r  f e e l i n g — i f  
n o t  y e t  a f e m i n i s t  s e n s e  o f  i n j u s t i c e ,  c e r t a i n l y  a q u i t e  
c o n s c i o u s l y  f e m i n i n e  a n n o y a n c e  a t  t h e  o f f i c i o u s  p e d a n t r y  o f  
t h e  l aw ,  a t  l e a s t  a s  i t  was d i s c u s s e d  i n  h e r  cwn p a r l o r .
Mary R u s s e l l  knew t h a t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  common law 
had l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t c  t h e  o r d i n a r y  d e c i s i o n s  o f  h e r  
d a i l y  l i f e .  H i t h i n  h e r  cwn d c m a i n ,  s h e  a c t e d  c o n f i d e n t l y  
and i n d e p e n d e n t l y -  Ye t  t h e  p r e d i c a m e n t  w h i ch  s h e  d e s c r i b e d  
i n  j e s t  became  a  r e a l i t y  f o r  a t  l e a s t  some women i n  t h e  
c o a r s e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ,  a s  b o t h  b u s i n e s s  and  l aw  
became i n c r e a s i n g l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d -
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The e co n o m ic  r o l e s  o f  w iv es  we re  b a s e d  upon  two  
p o t e n t i a l l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  v a l u e s — g e n d e r  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  and  
i d e n t i t y  c f  i n t e r e s t .  A woman was e x p e c t e d  t o  become e x p e r t  
i n  t h e  management  o f  a h o u s e h o l d  and  t h e  c a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  
bu t  s h e  was a l s o  a s k e d  t c  become a h e l p f u l  c o n s o r t  i n  t h e  
economic  a f f a i r s  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  r e a d y  t o  be  h i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a n d  e v e n  h i s  s u r r o g a t e  i f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
demanded i t -  T h e s e  two r o l e s  were c o m p a t i b l e  i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  w o r l d  b e c a u s e  t h e  hone was t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
c e n t e r  o f  f a m i l y  e n t e r p r i s e  i f  n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  a c t u a l  p l a c e  
of  work-  A woman c o u l d  wind g u i l l s  o r  make o u t  r e c e i p t s  f o r  
l umber  and  s t i l l  k e e p  an eye  cn h e r  wash- As l o n g  a s  
b u s i n e s s  t r a n s a c t i o n s  r e m a i n e d  p e r s o n a l  and  a  woman ha d  t h e  
s u p p o r t  o f  a f a m i l i a r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  s h e  c o u l d  move r a t h e r  
e a s i l y  f r om t h e  r o l e  o f  h o u s e w i f e  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  
d e p u t y - h u s b a n d ,  b u t  few women were  p r e p a r e d  e i t h e r  by 
e d u c a t i o n  o r  by  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  become " i n d e p e n d e n t  women o f  
a f f a i r s - "  T r u e ,  w i v e s  were  p r e s u m e d  t o  h a v e  a t  l e a s t  a  
g e n e r a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a s s e t s  an d  widows who d i d  
n o t  have  grown s o n s  wiere r o u t i n e l y  g r a n t e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
t h e i r  h u s b a n d 8s  e s t a t e s .  Bu t  young  widows j u s t  a s  r o u t i n e l y  
r e m a r r i e d ,  a p p a r e n t l y  p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  a w i f e  t o  
t h e  r a t h e r  p r o b l e m a t i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  a r e l i c t . £ 4 7 ]
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D a y - t o - d a y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a s s i s t i n g  w i t h  a  h u s b a n d ’ s  
work m i g h t  p r e p a r e  a woman t o  c o m p e t e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  a  male  
wor ld— s h o u l d  she  l o s e  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  s h o u l d  s h e  f i n d  h e r s e l f  
w i t h o u t  a grown s o n ,  s h o u l d  s h e  c h o o s e  n o t  t o  r e m a r r y  o r  
f i n d  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  da  s o .  B u t  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  w o r l d ,  
such  a c t i v i t i e s  m i g h t  h a v e  f a r  d i f f e r e n t  m e a n i n g .  A 
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  h e l p  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a woman’ s  l o y a l t y  t o  h e r  
hu sb a nd ,  b u t  t h e  c h o r e s  a s s i g n e d  we r e  o f t e n  m e n i a l  and 
compet ed  f o r  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h  h e r  d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b l i t i e s  a s  a 
h o u s e k e e p e r  a n d  m o t h e r -  T w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  women m i g h t  
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165C 1670 1700 1730
D e c e d e n t s  w i t h  
widows 19 24 23 27
P e r c e n t  o f  widows 
who a r e  named 8056 7951 80%[b]  70%[b]
e x e c u t o r s £ a ]
P e r c e n t  o f  widows 
who r e m a r r i e d  76% 54% 35%[c ] 4455
a .  i n c l u d e s  j o i n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n
b .  10% o f  widows i n  1730 and  22% i n  1700 r e n o u n c e d
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
Cm 12 o f  t h e  23 widows were  o v e r  60
NHSP, XXXI, 2 0 - 4 2 ;  1 1 5 - 1 6 7 ,  4 5 9 - 5 1 3 ,  XXXII ,  3 7 4 - 4 3 4 .
I n f o r m a t i o n  on r e m a r r i a g e  from HID.
C h a p t e r  T h r ee  
A F r i e n d l y  N e i g h b o r
l a  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  a " n e i g h b o r "  m i g h t  be a  woman 
l i v i n g  t h i r t y  f e e t  away cn a d e f i n a b l e  s t r e e t  i n  a 
wel 1 - d e v e l o p e d  g r o u p  o f  d s e l l i n g s  c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  a v i l l a g e  
mee t i ng  h o u s e .  She  m i g h t  a l s o  be a h o u s e w i f e  w i t h i n  
s h o u t i n g  d i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  g a r r i s o n  h o u s e  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  
newt r i s e .  S e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  v a r i e d ,  b u t  mos t  f o l k s  had  
n e i g h b o r s -  I n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  a few a d v e n t u r e r s  a n d  t r a d e r s  i n  t h e  " e a s t e r n  
p a r t s "  c a r v e d  o u t  huge  e s t a t e s  s u r r o u n d e d  by  woods and 
w a t e r ,  b u t  f o r  more t h a n  a c e n t u r y  a f t e r  1 6 7 5 ,  F r e n c h  and  
I n d i a n s  r e t a r d e d  any  s u c h  i m p u l s e  t o w a r d  t h e  s o l i t a r y  
c o n t e m p l a t i o n  o f  n a t u r e .  I t  was d a n g e r o u s  t o  l i v e  a l o n e -  
But b e y o n d  t h a t ,  n e i g h b o r l i n e s s  was a c u l t u r a l  norm i n  a l l  
t h e  New Erg l a n d  c o l o n i e s ,  and  one  which  may h a v e  had 
p a r t i c u l a r  mean ing  f o r  women. I n  1652,  t h e  C o u r t  o f  
A s s i s t a n t s  i n  P l y m o u t h  Co lo ny  o r d e r e d  a  w o u l d - b e  D a n i e l  
Boone t o  b r i n g  h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  i n  f r om t h e  woods " n e a r  
unto  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  t h a t  s o  s h e  may be i n  a way o f  h e l p ,  
as  n e c e s s i t y  s h a l l  r e g u i r e - " [ 1 ]
For  a woman, " n e c e s s i t y "  a i g h t  come i n  t h e  f o rm  of  
c h i l d b i r t h  o r  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s .  Bu t  i t  a l s o  came i n  s i m p l e  
d a y - t o - d a y  n e e d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h o u s e k e e p i n g .  A n e i g h b o r
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migh t  h e l p  l i f t  a h e a v y  wash k e t t l e ,  r e p l e n i s h  a  s t a r t  o f  
y e a s t ,  o r  s u p p l y  a r e c i p e  f o r  r e l i e v i n g  a cow o f  t h e  c o l i c -  
N e i g h b o r s  f u r n i s h e d  c o m m o d i t i e s  and  t o o l s ,  a n d  t h e y  a l s o  
c o n t r i b u t e d  a r e s o u r c e  i n  ouch s h o r t e r  s u p p l y  i n  New 
Engla  nd— l a b o r .
As i m p o r t a n t  t o  e a r l y  A m e r i c an  f a m i l i e s  a s  
t r a d e — w h e t h e r  t a l l i e d  i n  an  a c c o u n t  b oc k  o r  k e p t  i n  c h a l k  
on t he  w a l l — was t h e  i n f o r m a l  s h a r i n g  o f  g o o d s  and  
r e s o u r c e s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e s e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  were  s p e l l e d  
o u t ,  a s  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  c f  B e n j a m i n  S a g e  o f  H a v e r h i l l  which 
l i s t s  " h a l f e  a b r a s s  k e t t l e  and  h a l f  a g r e a t  i r o n  p o t , "  b u t  
u s u a l l y  t h e y  were more c a s u a l . £ 2 ]  Bhen young  C o n s t a n c e  
O l i v e r  o f  P o r t s m o u t h ,  New Ha m p sh i r e  opened  t h e  d o o r  one 
m orn ing ,  s h e  f o u n d  h e r  n e i g h b o r  Mary R i c h a r d s  a s k i n g  t o  
bo r row  a k e t t l e .  S i n c e  h e r  m o t h e r  w a s n ' t  home,  s h e  a s k e d  
Goody R i c h a r d s  t o  w a i t  a w h i l e ,  i n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  g o i n g  h e r s e l f  
t o  a n o t h e r  n e i g h b o r ' s  h o u s e  t c  f e t c h  a  c o a l  c f  f i r e - [ 3 ]
B o r r o w i n g  was p a r t  o f  t h e  r h y t h m  o f  l i f e  a t  a l l  s o c i a l  
l e v e l s .  Somen n o t  o n l y  s h a r e d  c o m m o d i t i e s .  They  s h a r e d  t h e  
work w h i ch  p r o d u c e d  t hem-  D r c p p i r g  i n  cn a  n e i g h b o r ,  a 
woman g u i t e  e a s i l y  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  t a s k  on h a n d .  Not  w a n t i n g  
t o  a p p e a r  t o o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a f r i e n d l y  w e a v e r .  F a i t h  B l a c k  
of  T o p s f i e l d  s a t  down by h i s  loom and b e g an  t o  s h e l l  p e a s .  
Only when s h e  s p e n t  t o o  auch  t i n e  a t  h i s  h o u s e  d i d  h e r  
b e h a v i o r  become s u s p e c t - f U ]  Gadd ing  was d i s c o u r a g e d ,  b u t
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s o c i a l i z i n g  was  n o t .  J c h a n n a h  G r e e n  c o u n s e l e d  h e r  m a r r i e d  
d a u g h t e r  t o  become more  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  h e r  n e i g h b o r s ,  t e l l i n g  
he r  " t h a t  s h e  m i g h t  b e t t e r  do h e r  work an go t o  a n o t h e r  
bodys h o u s e  t h a n  t h e y  t h a t  ha ve  a  g r e a t  f a m i l y  c a n  go t o  
h e r s .  " [ 5 ]  S h a r e d  work i n  t h i s  f o rm d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  same 
n e e d s  a n d  o f f e r e d  some o f  t h e  same r e w a r d s  a s  t h e  more 
v i s i b l e  " b u s h i n g s "  and  " e u i l t i n g s "  c camcn t o  v i l l a g e  l i f e -  
B e r r y i n g ,  w a s h i n g ,  o r  s p i n n i n g  we re  f e m a l e  s p e c i a l t i e s  which  
might  b r i n g  n e i g h b o r s  t o g e t h e r .  S h a r i n g  work ,  women s h a r e d  
o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s  w e l l .  When a l i t t l e  g i r l  named 
Hannah H u t c h i n s o n  was  f i n i s h i n g  h e r  a o t h e r ' s  wash a t  a 
n e i g h b o r ' s  h o u s e ,  two o t h e r  h o u s e w i v e s  were  on ha nd  t o  c a t c h  
he r  i n  a l i e . [ 6 ]
E m p lo y in g  s e r v a n t s  was a a c r e  f o r m a l  way o f  g e t t i n g  
o n e ' s  work d o n e  w h i l e  h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  
o t h e r  w om e n ' s  c h i l d r e n .  Few c o l o n i a l  h o u s e w i v e s  c o u l d  g e t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r  w i t h o u t  s o a e  f o rm  o f  h i r e d  h e l p .  H o u s e h o l d  
h e l p e r s  m i g h t  be  d a y w o r k e r s  e n g a g e d  t o  p e r f o r m  a s p e c i f i c  
t a s k ,  f u l l - t i m e  s e r v a n t s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h o u s e  b u t  f r e e  t o  
l e a v e  a t  w i l l ,  i n d e n t u r e d  s e r v a n t s  c r  a p p r e n t i c e s  u n d e r  
c o n t r a c t  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e ,  o r  s l a v e s .  J u d g i n g  
f rom t h e  i n f r e q u e n c y  o f  l a b o r  e n t r i e s  i n  p r o b a t e  
i n v e n t o r i e s ,  t h e  l a s t  two t y p e s  were  f a r  l e s s  common t h a n  
t h e  f i r s t .  Most  s e r v a n t s  we re  n o t  s t r a n g e r s  f rom a n o t h e r  
l a n d ,  b u t  n e i g h b o r s .
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“ Hannah Downing was a good  m a i d , "  s a i d  h e r  m i s t r e s s ,  
" and  would  make a p o o r  man a  good w i f e . " £ 7 ]  The n o r m a l  
s e q u e n c e  was c l e a r . .  The  e f f o r t  e x p e n d e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  a maid 
t o  s p i n  and  sew y i e l d e d  c n l y  s h o r t - t e r m ,  i m m e d i a t e  r e w a r d s  
f o r  h e r  m i s t r e s s ;  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  a d v a n t a g e s  would a c c r u e  
e l s e w h e r e .  B e c a u s e  s e r v a n t s  were  u s u a l l y  c h i l d r e n  o r  
a d o l e s c e n t s ,  t h e y  b r o u g h t  w i th  them t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  
i m m a t u r i t y .  They q u a r r e l e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of  t h e  f a m i l y  
and o u t g r e w  s h o e s .  They  c o n t r a c t e d  m e a s l e s  o r ,  wha t  was 
worse ,  went  o u t  a t  n i g h t  w i th  t h e  boy s  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  
And t h e y  g u i t -  A h o u s e w i f e  a p p r o a c h i n g  h a r v e s t  o r  t h e  b i r t h  
o f  a n o t h e r  c h i l d  m i g h t  u n e x p e c t e d l y  f i n d  h e r s e l f  w i t h o u t  
h e l p .  B u t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  s h e  c o u l d  d o .  Not e v e n  t h e  most  
e l e g a n t  woman i n  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e  h o u s e  i n  
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Sa l em c r  P o r t s m o u t h  was e n t i r e l y  immune 
from t h e  l a b o r  s h o r t a g e  c r e a t e d  by t h e  h i g h  r a t e  o f  m a r r i a g e  
i n  c o l o n i a l  New E n g l a n d .  A woman who w a n t e d  t o  a s s u r e  
h e r s e l f  of  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e l p  " i n  s e a s o n "  ha d  t e s t  t u n e  h e r  
e a r  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  n e t w o r k  and  p ro ve  h e r s e l f  a  " f r i e n d l y  
n e i g h b o r . "
By t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  s t a n d a r d s ,  e v e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  
c o l o n i a l  t o w n s  we r e  s m a l l .  I n  1754,  S a l e m ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
t h e  mo s t  p o p u l o u s  town n o r t h  o f  B o s t o n ,  had 3462 
p e o p l e . [ 8 ]  The a v e r a g e  town p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1750 h a s  b e e n  
e s t i m a t e d  a t  1 , 2 8 0  f o r  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ( i n c l u d i n g  Maine)  and  a t
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640 f o r  New H a m p s h i r e . [ 9 ]  O b v i o u s l y  s en  and  women who s p e n t  
a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  a v i l l a g e  o f  a few h u n d r e d  p e r s o n s  knew 
t h e i r  n e i g h b o r ' s  names  and  p r o b a b l y  t h e i r  l i f e  h i s t o r y  and  
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  i d i o s y n c r a c i e s  a s  w e l l -  Eut  i t  i s  a  m i s t a k e  
t o  r o m a n t i c i z e  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " n e i g h b o r l i n e s s , " t o  a s sume  
t h a t  m a t e r i a l  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  and  p h y s i c a l  p r o x i m i t y  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  i n s u r e d  " m e a n i n g f u l  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  a  
s e ns e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and  a f e e l i n g  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  
c a r i n g -  "[ 10 ]
G u i d e s  i n  h i s t o r i c  h o u s e s  i n  New E n g l a n d  l o v e  t o  
d i s p l a y  t h e  " l a t c h  s t r i n g "  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d o o r s -  
When t h e  s t r i n g  was o u t ,  so  t h e  s t o r y  g o e s ,  v i s i t o r s  we re  
welcome-  When i t  was i n ,  no company was s o u g h t -  Such a 
s u b t l e  b u t  commonly u n d e r s t o o d  l a n g u a g e  m ig h t  ha v e  been  
used- S u r v i v i n g  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some h o u s e w i v e s  
employed e v e n  more c o l o r f u l  m e t h o d s .  An I p s w i c h  woman 
snubbe d  h e r  n e i g h b o r  by b a n g i n g  a  d i s h  c l c u t  o u t  t h e  d o o r  
when sh e  saw h e r  a p p r o a c h i n g -  A Ha m p to n ,  New H a m p s h i r e  w i f e  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  t r a p  h e x  n e i g h b o r ,  whom s h e  s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g  
a w i t c h ,  by d r a p i n g  t h e  d o o r  jamb wi th  b ay  l e a v e s . [ 1 1 ]  As 
t h e s e  women knew,  a n e i g h b o r  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  c o m m o d i t i e s ,  
h o u s e h o l d  h e l p ,  f r i e n d s h i p — o r  a g g r a v a t i o n -
C o n t e n t i o n  among n e i g h b o r s  h a s  been  a c e n t r a l  t heme  i n  
t h e  r e c e n t  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  New E n g l a n d ,  y e t  mos t  s t u d i e s  
have c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l
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d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t ow n s  and  ha ve  c o n s e q u e n t l y  had  v e r y  l i t t l e  
t o  s a y  a b o u t  women p e r  s e .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  i s o l a t e  t h e m e s  
o f  n e i g h b o r l i n e s s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  women by 
e x a m i n i n g  t h e  c o m p a c t  c e n t e r  o f  on e  town i n  one  
p e r i o d — I p s w i c h ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  c i r c a  1670.
S e t t l e d  i n  1639 u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  such  
p r e - e m i n e n t  P u r i t a n s  a s  Thomas E u d l e y ,  Simon B r a d s t r e e t ,  
R i c h a r d  S a l t o n s t a l l ,  an d  John  H i n t h r o p ,  J r . ,  t h e  t own  g a v e  
i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  r e l i g o u s ,  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  Hew 
England  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . £ 1 2 ]  Bu t  t h e r e  a r e  more 
i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h o o s i n g  i t  a s  a s u b j e c t  o f  s t u d y -  
Be ca u se  I p s w i c h  was t h e  s e a t  o f  one  o f  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  c o u r t s  
o f  Es sex  C o u n t y ,  i t s  c i t i z e n s — i n c l u d i n g  a number  o f  
h o u s e w i v e s  who m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  n e v e r  h a v e  b o t h e r e d  t o  e n t e r  
a s u i t — had  e a s y  a c c e s s  t c  f c r m a l  j u s t i c e -  As a r e s u l t  an 
u n u s u a l  number  o f  t h e  p e t t y  s q u a b b l e s  a n d  mundane s t r u g g l e s  
of  h o u s e k e e p i n g  i n  t h i s  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  communi ty  h a v e  
been  p r e s e r v e d  t o  h i s t o r y -  And b e c a u s e  I p s w i c h  was b l e s s e d  
a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  and 
e n e r g e t i c  town h i s t o r i a n ,  Thomas F r a n k l i n  W a t e r s ,  many o f  
t h e s e  e v e n t s  c a n  be t r a c e d  t o  a s p e c i f i c  n e i g h b o r h o o d -  
I p s w ic h  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  m i r r o r  c f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
P u r i t a n i s m -  I t  i s  a k i n d  o f  l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  e x a m i n i n g  
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  among women i n  a c l o s e l y  s e t t l e d  New E ng la n d  
town.
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Some t ime  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1638 ,  Samuel  Symonds w r o t e  t o  
John H i n t h r o p ,  J r .  a b o u t  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  move t o  
I pswich  i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  He s e n t  d e t a i l e d  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  a  h o u s e  a t  A r g i l l a ,  p a r t  o f  h i s  g r a n t  o f  1700 
a c r e s ;  he  c o n v e y e d  h i s  w i f e ' s  l o v e  ( " s h e  i s  v e r y  g l a d  t h a t  
she  s h a l f c e  y o u r  n e i g h b o u r  a t  I p s w i c h " ) ; and  h e  e x p r e s s e d  
hope t h a t  a l l  wo u ld  " g o e  on v e r y  w e l l  S c c m f o r t a b l e l y "  now 
t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  h a d  b e e n  s e t t l e d .  The key  t o  p e a c e  i n  
t h e  c h u r c h ,  he b e l i e v e d ,  was t h e  " s e n t e n c e  o f  t h e  A p o s t l e ,  
Le t  e v e r y  on e  e s t e e m e  an e t h e r  t e t t e r  t h e n  h i m s e l f e  S s t u d y  
t h e  v a i l y - w a y  t o  r i s e  t c  t r u e  h c n o u r - " [ 1 2 ]  Hen and  women i n  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  I p s w i c h  may i n d e e d  hav e  s t u d i e d  t h e  
" v a l l y - w a y , " t u t  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  c f  t h e  p e r i o d  r e v e a l  a 
v i g o r o u s  d e f e n s e  o f  e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  p e a k .  S p i r i t u a l  
i d e a l i s m  c o e x i s t e d  w i th  m a t e r i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  and  an 
h e i r a r c h a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  which  may h a v e  b e e n  why an  
i l l - m a n n e r e d  w o r s h i p p e r  Thomas E ak e r  l a u g h e d  o u t  l o u d  i n  h i s  
pew one S a b b a t h  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1678 when t h e  B e v e r e n d  H r .  
Hubbard s a i d  "by  way c f  e x h o r t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  good a 
C h r i s t i a n  d e s i r e d  d i d  n o t  l i e  i n  l a n d s  and g r e a t  f a r m e s  ‘ b u t  
i n  t h e  l i t  an d  c o u n t i n a n c e  o f  g o d s  f a v i o u r e . ' 1 3  ]
A l t h o u g h  a l l  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  town 
had l a n d ,  some h a d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  more  t h a n  o t h e r s .  Cne 
s c h o l a r  h a s  c l a s s i f i e d  t h r e e - g u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s
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" s m a l l  l a n d h o l d e r s , "  whose  a l l o t m e n t s  r a n g e d  f r o m  t w e n t y  
p o l e s  t o  n i n e t y  a c r e s .  Among t h e  r e m a i n i n g  g u a r t e r , 
f i f t y - s i x  men owned f r o m  on e  h u n d r e d  t o  f o u r  h u n d r e d  a c r e s ;  
e l e v e n  men owned s o r e  t h a n  f o u r  h u n d r e d  b u t  f e w e r  t h a n  a 
t h o u s a n d ;  and  f i v e  men owned a t h o u s a n d  o r  m o r e - [ 1 4 ]  T h r e e  
o f  t h e s e  f i v e  l a r g e s t  l a n d h o l d e r s — Samuel  Symonds ,  D a n i e l  
Den i son ,  and J o n a t h a n  Wade— were  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  I p s w i c h  i n  
1670- W i l l i a m  H u b b a r d ,  one  o f  t h e  two  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  
town,  was a s o n  o f  t h e  f o u r t h -
Hen l i k e  Symonds and  Hubba rd  were  n o t  h y p o c r i t e s -  I n  
t h e i r  m i n d s ,  m a t e r i a l  i n e g u a l i t y  was s i m p l y  a  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
l i f e ,  a n  i n e x t r i c a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  s u s t a i n e d  by 
God- G r e e d ,  n o t  w e a l t h ,  was t h e  t r u e  i m p e d i m e n t  t o  p e a c e .  
Under God,  common men and  women n a t u r a l l y  d e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  
e m i n e n t  j u s t  a s  t h e  r i c h  an d  w e l l  b o r n  show ed  by t h e  g u a l i t y  
o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  a g e n u i n e  c a r e  f o r  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h e  
e n t i r e  commun i ty  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  po o r  who would a l w a y s  be  w i t h  
them- The s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  P u r i t a n  I p s w i c h  r e f l e c t e d  
t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e -
The  t own had  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  a s  an  o p e n - f i e l d  E n g l i s h  
v i l l a g e  w i t h  mos t  s e t t l e r s  l i v i n g  on s m a l l  p l o t s  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  an d  t r a v e l i n g  t o  t i l l a g e  l a n d  on t h e  
p e r i p h e r y -  The " h o o e l o t s "  o f  S y n o n d s ,  D e n i s o n ,  Hu bb a r d ,  and 
tfade w e r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l e s s  by t h e i r  s i 2 e  t h a n  by  t h e i r  
p r o x i m i t y  t o  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s -  D e n i s o n  and
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Symonds— when t h e y  w e r e  n o t  a t t e n d i n g  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  o r  
v i s i t i n g  cne of  t h e i r  l a r g e  f a r m s  i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  
c o u n t r y s i d e — l i v e d  n e a r  t h e  M e e t i n g h o u s e  G r e e n -  Hubbard and  
Wade b u i l t  t h e i r  h o u s e s  n e a r  t h e  S c h c o l h o u s e  G r e e n  on t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  a s  d i d  Jo h n  S o g e r s ,  t h e  e m i n e n t  
f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  t o wn .
The  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  c f  t h e  v i l l a g e  ga ve  
t a n g i b l e  f o rm  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n s e r v a t i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  
u t o p i a n  i d e a l i s m  o f  i t s  b u i l d e r s .  B e j e c t i n g  p o p i s h  o r n a m e n t  
and r i t u a l  f o r  t h e  p l a i n  word c f  G o d ,  t h e  s a i n t s  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  p e r p e t u a t e d  t h e  A n g l i c a n  c u s t o m  o f  " s e a t i n g "  
t h e  c o n g r e g a t l o n  i n  r a n k e d  o r d e r -  G e n d e r  was t h e  f i r s t  
d i s t i n c t i o n  among G o d ' s  c h i l d r e n .  The g c s p e l  o f  d a m n a t i o n  
and g r a c e  i n t o n e d  f ro m t h e  p u l p i t  was t h e  same f o r  a l l  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  b u t  men an d  women h e a r d  i t  f r om  d i f f e r e n t  s i d e s  
o f  t h e  room-  Among c o v e n a n t e d  members c f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  women 
p r e d o m i n a t e d .  Ye t  men d i d  t h e  p r e a c h i n g ,  wore  t h e  t i t l e  of  
E l d e r  a n d  Deacon  w i th  s o b e r  d i g n i t y ,  and  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  
t i t h e s .  T h e i r  w i v e s  s a t  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  room o r  
i n  t h e  g a l l e r y  and  w r e s t l e d  w i t h  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n — and  
so m e t i m e s  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r -  B e f o r e  God t h e r e  was " n e i t h e r  
Jew n o r  G r e e k .  .  . b o n d  n o r  f r e e -  - - m a l e  n o r  f e m a l e , "  b u t  
w i t h i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e ,  s e a t s  were  a s s i g n e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
s e x ,  w e a l t h ,  and age -  Ne t  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  we re  f a m i l y  pews  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  t h e s e  we re  r e s e r v e d
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f o r  a few of  t h e  m os t  p r o m i n e n t  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  
t o w n . [ 1 5 ]  Nomen c o u l d  n e t  walk  i n t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  r e m i n d e d  c f  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e n e s s ,  o f  t h e  p r i m a c y  
of  t h e i r  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y -
The m e e t i n g  h o u s e  g r e e n  was t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i l l a g e  
l i f e ,  b u t  i t  was h a r d l y  t h e  g r a s s y  c a s i s  c f  n o s t a l g i c  
memory- S t r e w n  w i t h  h o r s e  manu re  and  r u t t e d  w i t h  c a r t  
t r a c k s ,  i t  was  s e t  w i t h  s u c h  r u d e  r e m i n d e r s  o f  human and 
an im a l  c u s s e d n e s s  a s  t h e  w h i p p i n g  p e s t ,  t h e  p o u n d ,  t h e  
w a t ch h o u se ,  a n d  t h e  j a i l -  Around t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  i t s e l f  
were  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  a  s t o n e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  n e v e r  u s e d  and  
a lways  o u t  o f  r e p a i r ,  b u t  n e t  o f f i c i a l l y  a b a n d o n e d  u n t i l  
1702 when t h e  town d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f  f r e e  o f  I n d i a n  d a n g e r  by 
s e l l i n g  t h e  r o c k  a n d  u s i n g  t h e  p r o c e e d s  t o  buy a t own  
c l o c k - [ 1 6 ]  Homen— l i k e  men— were  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  c i v i l  
a u t h o r i t y  s y m b o l i z e d  i n  t h e  j a i l  a n d  t h e  w h i p p i n g  p o s t ,  b u t  
t h e y  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t own  m e e t i n g  o r  s e r v e  i n  s u c h  
o f f i c e s  a s  c o n s t a b l e  o r  k e e p e r  o f  t h e  pound -  Nor d i d  t h e y  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c i d e r  c f  t r a i n i n g  d a y  o r  t h e  o f t e n  
d runken  d i s o r d e r  a t  t h e  t a v e r n  a f t e r w a r d s  when f o r  a few 
h o u r s  a t  l e a s t  s o c i a l  r a n k  d i s s o l v e d  i n  a common 
m a l e n e s s . [  17 J
The  h o u s e s  o f  Sa m ue l  Symonds a n d  D a n i e l  D e n i s o n ,  
l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  g r e e n ,  we re  f o c i  
o f  c i v i l  o r d e r -  At  s i x t y ,  ’' H a j o r  —G e n e r a l ” D e n i s o n  h e l d  t h e
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h i g h e s t  m i l i t a r y  r a n k  .in M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  At  s e v e n t y - s i x ,  
" D e p u t y - G c v e r n e r "  Symonds h a d  g i v e n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e  t ow n ,  t h e  c o u n t y ,  and  t h e  c o l o n y . [ 1 8 ]  I n  1670,  b o t h  
men s e r v e d  a s  j u d g e s  o f  t h e  q u a r t e r l y  c o u r t  o f  E s s e x  C o u n t y ,  
a m o v e a b l e  t r i b u n a l  w h i c h  met  i n  I p s w i c h  i n  March and  
Se p t e m be r  o f  e a c h  y e a r  and  i n  Salem i n  J u n e  and  November-  
Long b e f o r e  e a c h  s e s s i o n ,  t h e s e  two men we re  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
c o n t r o v e r s i e s  w h i c h  w o u l d  l a t e r  ccme b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t .  They 
i s s u e d  w a r r a n t s ,  l i s t e n e d  t o  c o m p l a i n t s ,  an d  r e c o r d e d  sworn  
t e s t i m o n y — a l l  o f  t h i s  w i t h i n  t h e  w a l l s  o f  t h e i r  own h o u s e s .
W i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n ,  f o r m a l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d  was h e l d  by men. J u d g e s  and  
j u r i e s  were  m a l e .  So were  t h e  m a j o r i t y  c f  p l a i n t i f f s ,  
d e f e n d a n t s ,  and  w i t n e s s e s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  s o  many 
o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  c c u r t  i n v o l v e d  a r e a s  o f  l i f e  i n  which 
men p r e d o m i n a t e d .  Unpaved r o a d s ,  u n p a i d  d e b t s ,  u n s e t t l e d  
e s t a t e s ,  and u n b r a n d e d  c a t t l e  c r e a t e d  much o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
i n  e ach  s e s s i o n .  Yet  t h e r e  was h a r d l y  a n  a s p e c t  o f  l i f e  
u n t o u c h e d  by p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y  i n  P u r i t a n  I p s w i c h .  The same 
c o u r t  which i s s u e d  t a v e r n  l i c e n s e s  and e n f o r c e d  s c h o o l  l aw 
ad mon i sh ed  Goo dw i fe  B r a b r o o k  o f  I p s w i c h  f o r  c a r r y i n g  a h a l f  
b u s h e l  o f  c o r n  o r  p e a s  w i t h  h e r  when s h e  wen t  t o  m e e t i n g  and 
f i n e d  o l d  Goodman Lee f o r  s w e a r i n g  by h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  F o r  
women's  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  c o u r t ' s  i n t r u s i v e n e s s  i n  d a i l y  l i f e  had  
i m p o r t a n t  c o n s e g u e n c e s - [19  ] I t  d i g n i f i e d  what  m i g h t
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o t h e r w i s e  ha v e  b e e n  d i s m i s s e d  a s  t h e  " p r a t t l e ” o f  h o u s e w i v e s  
and s e r v a n t s -  I n s o f a r  a s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  " p u b l i c "  and  
" p r i v a t e "  c o n c e r n s  was d i m i n i s h e d ,  t h e  d o m a i n s  o f  men and  
women became  more c o n g r u e n t .
C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a n s  i n h a b i t e d  a w o r l d  g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  
from o u r  own. C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  wor ld  was t h e  power  of  
g o s s i p .  I n  March o f  1673 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  c o u r t  h e a r d  a 
c a s e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  s e x u a l  m i s b e h a v i o r  o f  a yo u ng  w i f e  o f  t h e  
town,  o f  f o u r t e e n  d e p o s i t i o n s  i n  e v i d e n c e ,  e l e v e n  had  be en  
g iven  a t  t h e  home o f  D a n i e l  D e n i s o n  i n  J a n u a r y  and  F e b r u a r y  
of  t h a t  y e a r .  I n  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e ' s  p a r l o u r ,  s c r a p s  o f  r umour  
which ha d  c i r c u l a t e d  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  f o r  
months became t h e  p r o o f  which  b r o u g h t  S a r a h  Row t o  t h e  " h i g h  
p l a c e "  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  cm l e c t u r e  d a y ,  where  sh e  s t o o d  
" a l l  t h e  t im e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  f rom t h e  l a s t  b e l l  r i n g i n g -  
- i n  ope n  view o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w i t h  a f a i r  w h i t e  p a p e r  
w r i t t e n  i n  f a i r  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s  FOR MY BAODISH 
CARRIAGE." [ 2 0 ]  I h e  c a s e  c f  S a r a h  Row was one  of  a l m o s t  two 
dozen a c t i o n s  i n v o l v i n g  h e r  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o r s  on  t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  c f  a b o u t  e i g h t e e n  
months .  A l tho ugh  o n l y  f i v e  o f  t h e  t w e n t y - s i x  d e f e n d a n t s  i n  
t h e s e  c a s e s  were f e m a l e ,  e i g h t y - f i v e  o f  t h e  240 d e p o s i t i o n s  
were  d e l i v e r e d  by women. [ 2 1 ]
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O b v i o u s l y  women p l a y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  
co m m u n i c a t i o n  n e t w o r k s  v h i c h  t e n d e d  o r  s u n d e r e d  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s -  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  t e s t i f i e d  i n  c o u n t y  c o u r t  
c a s e s  l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  men and  u s u a l l y  s h o v e d  e x p e r t i s e  
i n  r o l e s  more c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  own d o m e s t i c  r o l e s ,  
t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  i n t e r l o c k e d  w i t h  t h e s e  o f  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s -  In  
Sar ah  How’s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i t  i s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  p r i v a t e  f r o m  p u b l i c  i s s u e s ,  s e x u a l  s l a n d e r  f r o m 
e c o n o m i c s ,  o r  t h e  e n t a n g l e m e n t s  o f  women f r o m  t h e  f e u d s  o f  
t h e i r  s p o u s e s -  The e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  c o u r t  m e r e l y  h i n t s  
a t  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  
i t s e l f .  To t h e  modern  r e a d e r  s i f t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e c o r d s  
t h e  c h a i n s  o f  i n u e n d o  become a l m o s t  l u d i c r o u s  a s  when 
H a r g a r e t  and E l i z a b e t h  Eoarman d e p o s e d  t h a t  L a u r e n c e  C l e n t o n  
s a i d  t h a t  Goody Abbo t  t o l d  Goody Howard t h a t -  .  - o r  when 
Goody Hun t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  Thomas K n c s l t o n  came t o  h e r  h o u s e  
and s a i d  t h a t  J o s e p h  L e e  had t o l d  him t h a t  he  had  h e a r d  t h a t  
Knowlton had s a i d  t h a t  Goody Hunt  had  a c c u s e d  E e t t y  Woodward 
o f -  .  - [ 2 2 ]
A young  man named N a t h a n i e l  B r c w n e ,  who had  s e t  up a 
s o a p b o i l i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  l e a r n e d  a t  
f i r s t h a n d  t h e  power  o f  t a l k -  He i n a d v e r t e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  t h e  
wrong p a i r  o f  s h e e p  s h e a r s  and  was a c c u s e d  o f  s t e a l i n g -  H i s  
w i f e ,  J u d i t h ,  a p p l i e d  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  an d  f o u n d  
h e r s e l f  i i  a  c l a m o r  o f  g o s s i p  (none  o f  wh ich  was
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s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e i t e r a t e d  i n  c o u r t ) .  I n  h i s  own t e s t i m o n y ,  
Browne b l amed  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  on t h e  s h o e m a k e r  K n o w l t o n ,  
a n o t h e r  young  man a n d  r e l a t i v e  newcomer  t o  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d -  
Knov l ton  had " s e t  n e i g h b o r s  t o g e t h e r  by  t h e  e a r s , "  Browne 
c o m p l a i n e d .  He an d  J u d i t h  ha d  t r i e d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e i r  
g r i e v a n c e  p r i v a t e l y ,  b u t  i t  h a d  done  no  good -  He had  " a s k e d  
Goody L e i g h * s  a d v i c e ,  a l s o  Goodwi f e  H a s t , "  c o r r e c t l y  
p e r c e i v i n g  t h a t  g a i n i n g  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t e d  
wives o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  would f u r t h e r  h i s  c a u s e -  Bhen 
Goodwife  B u s t  r e m a i n e d  " a s  i n t i m a t e  as  e v e r "  w i t h  h i s  enemy 
Knowl ton ,  he  was f o r c e d  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  c o u r t . [ 2 3 ]
Goodwives  L ee  and  B u s t  a r e  b a r e l y  v i s i b l e  i n  f o r m a l  
r e c o r d s  f r o m  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  I p s w i c h -  They n e i t h e r  
owned p r o p e r t y  n o r  h e l d  p u b l i c  o f f i c e ,  y e t  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  
N a t h a n i e l  Erowne t h e y  c t v i c u s l y  o c c u p i e d  a p o s i t i o n  of  
eminence -  The c h a i n s  o f  h e a r s a y  w h i c h  r e v e r b e r a t e d  i n  
D a n i e l  D e n i s o n ' s  p a r l o u r  c a n n o t  be  d i s m i s s e d  a s  i d l e  g o s s i p ,  
c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a s  a m i s c h i e v o u s  c u t l e t  f o r  o t h e r w i s e  
p o w e r l e s s  women- G o s s i p  was an e f f e c t i v e  mec han i sm  used  by 
b o t h  s e x e s  i n  t h e  i n t i m a t e  a r e n a  o f  t h i s  P u r i t a n  t o w n .  Hhen 
women t a l k e d ,  men a s  w e l l  a s  e t h e r  women l i s t e n e d -
*  *  *
On one  l e v e l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  E s s e x  C c u n t y  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i n t e r m e s h i n g  c f  d o m e s t i c  an d  p u b l i c  
c o n c e r n s -  Bu t  on c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h e y  a l s o  p o i n t  t o w a r d
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a s e p a r a t e  w o r l d  o f  women,  one  which  had  r u l e s  an d  c o n f l i c t s  
o f  i t s  o w e -  H o u s e w i v e s  i n  c o l o n i a l  I p s w i c h  c an  he d i v i d e d  
i n t o  t h r e e  s o c i a l  g r o u p s — t h e  m i s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  b i g  h o u s e s  
( o f t e n  t h e  w i v e s  o f  m a g i s t r a t e s  o r  m i n i s t e r s ) ; t h e i r  n e a r  
n e i g h b o r s  b u t  s o c i a l  i n f e r i o r s ,  t h e  w i v e s  o f  s m a l l  
l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  c r a f t s m e n ;  and  an i n d e t e r m i n a t e  b u t  g r owi ng  
group who l i v e d  i n  r e n t e d  h o u s e s  o r  i n  s e m i - d e p e n d e n c e  upon 
e m p l o y e r s  o r  p a r e n t s -  I h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e c o n d  and  
t h i r d  g r o u p  was o f t e n  d e t e r m i n e d  by age  a s  much a s  w e a l t h .  
I n t e r a c t i o n  among t h e s e  t h r e e  g r o u p s  i s  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  c a s e  
o f  S a r a h  Bowe-
S a r a h  was one o f  e i g h t  d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  c a r p e n t e r  
E z e k i e l  Woodward,  b u t  s h e  had  l i v e d  and  worked  f o r  many 
y e a r s  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  W i l l i a m  H ub b a r d ,  which s t o o d  j u s t  
a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l h a u s e  g r e e n  f r om  h e r  p a r e n t s *  home- B e f o r e  
she  was e i g h t e e n  sh e  m a r r i e d  a f i s h e r m a n  named W i l l i a m  Bowe, 
who s p e n t  much o f  h i s  t i m e  a t  t h e  I s l e s  o f  S h o a l s  i n  M a i n e ,  
but  who s e em s  t o  ha v e  r e n t e d  a ho u se  somewhere  i n  I p s w i c h  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  one  w i n t e r -  I h e r e  a r e  c l e a r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
" S a r a h  B o w e ' s  h o u s e , ' *  t h o u g h  W i l l i a m  owned no  l a n d -  S a r a h ' s  
s t a t u s  a f t e r  h e r  a a r r i a g e  r e m a i n e d  s cmewha t  f l u i d -  She 
m a i n t a i n e d  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  s e r v a n t s  i n  t h e  Hubbard  
house  a nd  r e m a i n e d  c l o s e  t o  an  u n m a r r i e d  g i r l  named S a r a h  
B u c k l e y ,  who worked  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  and  c ow y a r d  o f  N a t h a n i e l  
Rus t ,  t h e  g l o v e r -  But  s h e  was  a l s o  i n  and  o u t  o f  J u d i t h
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B r o w n e ' s  h o u s e ,  a n d  s h e  was f r i e n d l y  w i t h  Hannah K n o w l t o n ,  
t h e  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r  c l d  w i f e  c f  t h e  s h o e m a k e r - [ 2 4 ]  A l l  o f  
t h e s e  women had  s o m e t h i n g  t o  s a y  when S a r a h ' s  c a s e  come t o  
c o u r t -
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  S a r a h ' s  f o r m e r  m i s t r e s s ,  M a r g a r e t  Hubba rd ,  
r e m a in e d  a l o o f  f r om t h e  s q u a b b l e s  wh ich  r e c k e d  h e r  
n e i g h b o r h o o d -  He r  h u s b a n d  t e s t i f i e d  i n  S a r a h ' s  b e h a l f ,  b u t  
any o p i n i o n s  wh ich  s h e  ha d  were  e x p r e s s e d  i n  p r i v a t e -  She
was i n s u l a t e d  l e s s  by t h e  s e v e n - a c r e  h o m e l o t  which 
s u r r o u n d e d  h e r  h o u s e  t h a n  by h e r  d i g n i t y  a s  a  m i n i s t e r ' s  
w i f e  and  a g e n t l e w o m a n -  The m i s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  b i g  ho use  
moved i n  a s o c i a l — a n d  o f t e n  f a m i l i a l — c i r c l e  o f  t h e i r  own. 
M a r ga r e t  H u b b a r d ' s  m o t h e r ,  t h e  widow o f  t h e  B e v e r e n d  
N a t h a n i e l  B o g e r s ,  l i v e d  be y o nd  t h e  s c h o o l h o u s e  on t h e  o t h e r
s i d e  o f  t h e  g r e e n -  So f o r  a t i m e  d i d  h e r  b r o t h e r  J o h n ,  soon  
t o  be p r e s i d e n t  o f  H a r v a r d  C o l l e g e -  J o h n ' s  w i f e  E l i z a b e t h  
was t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  M a j o r - G e n e r a l  D e n i s o n -
Eminence  d i d  n o t  mean i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  h o w e v e r .  The 
house s  o f  t h e  H u b b a r d s ,  t h e  B o g e r s ,  and  t h e  D e n i s o n s  were  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by b o o k s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  g i l t  l o o k i n g  g l a s s e s ,  and 
r i c h  t e x t i l e s -  ( M a r g a r e t  H u b b a r d ' s  f a t h e r  had  e v e n  owned Ha 
t r e b l e  v i o l " )  b u t  t h e i r  f l e e r s  were  s w e p t  a n d  t h e i r  b e d s  
were made by t h e  young d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e  s m a l l  l a n d o w n e r s  o f  
I p s w i c h -  J u s t  a s  M i s t r e s s  Hubba rd  had  e m p l o ye d  t h e  
c a r p e n t e r ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  S a r a h  Bow,  h e r  m o t h e r ,  M i s t r e s s
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Boge r s ,  had  f o r  y e a r s  d e p e n d e d  upon Mary Q u i l t e r ,  t h e  
d a u g h t e r  o f  a s m a l l  f a r m e r  whcse  h c u s e l o t  was on t h e  o t h e r  
s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r -  P a t i e n c e  E e n i s o n ,  t h e  M a j o r - G e n e r a l ' s  
w i f e ,  had  e n g a g e d  a number  o f  s e r v a n t s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  
i n c l u d i n g  S a r a h  R o p e r ,  whose  f a t h e r  W a l t e r  owned a h o u s e ,  
ba rn  and  h o m e s t e a d  w o r t h  e i g h t y  p o u n d s  on t h e  High 
S t r e e t -  £ 25 ]
T h u s ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among women i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
Ip sw ich  c o u l d  f o r a  i n  a cumber  o f  d i r e c t i o n s -  They c o u l d  be 
bo th  v e r t i c a l  o r  h o r i z o n t a l ,  i n v o l v i n g  econ om ic  l i n k s  
be tween s e r v a n t s  and m i s t r e s s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s h i p s  
among women o f  c o m p a r a b l e  p o s i t i o n -  The r u l e s  which 
go v e rn e d  s o c i a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  c a n n o t  be  f u l l y  r e c l a i m e d  a t  
t h i s  d i s t a n c e ,  b u t  f e m a l e  t e s t i m o n y  i n  a number  o f  c a s e s  
p r o v i d e s  some v i v i d  c l u e s -  The c a s e s  o f  F r a n c e s  Q u i l t e r  (an 
o r d i n a r y  w i f e )  and  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n  (a ge n t l ewome n)  c l e a r l y  
r e v e a l  what  we m i g h t  c a l l  t h e  R u l e s  o f  I n d u s t r y  and  o f  
C h a r i t y  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n  i n  t h i s  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  v i l l a g e -  A c l u s t e r  c f  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  
E l i z a b e t h  Hunt  ( t h e  w i f e  c f  an  a s p i r i n g  f r e e m a n )  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t he  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  R u l e  o f  Modes ty-
A l l  t h r e e  " R u l e s "  a r e  e x p r e s s e d  i n  P r o v e r b s  31- 
B a th s h e b a  was i n v o l v e d  i t  many d i s c r e t e  t a s k s ,  a s  we h a v e  
s een ,  b u t  b e h i n d  a l l  h e r  e f f o r t  was t h e  R u l e  of  I n d u s t r y :  
"She l o o k e t h  w e l l  t o  t h e  ways o f  h e r  h o u s e h o l d ,  and  e a t e t h
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not  t h e  b r e a d  o f  i d l e n e s s - "  B e c a u s e  women’ s  work was 
e s s e n t i a l l y  s u p p o r t i v e ,  t i e d  n o t  t o  p r o d u c t s  t u t  t o  p e o p l e ,  
i t  was by  n a t u r e  o f t e n  i n v i s i b l e -  Women d i d  n o t  b u i l d  
house s  o r  r i g  s h i p s  o r  p r e a c h  s e r m o n s ;  t h e y  f e d  a n d  c l o t h e d  
t h e  men who d i d -  As a c o n s e q u e n c e  " w or k"  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e  
i s o l a t e d  f rom t h e  l a r g e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  w h i c h  i t  was a 
p a r t -  Nor c o u l d  i t  o f t e n  be  d i r e c t l y  m e a s u r e d -  B e c a u s e  a 
d a y ' s  e f f o r t  was g u i c k l y  s w a l l o w e d ,  t h e  m ea su re  o f  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  was o f t e n  i n  t h e  w o r k e r  h e r s e l f — a good w i f e  
kep t  b u s y .
A h o u s e w i f e ' s  e f f o r t s  c o u l d  n o t  be  c o n f i n e d  t o  h e r  own 
home, h o w e v e r -  A v e r t u c u s  woman " s t r e t c h e t h  o u t  h e r  h a n d  t o  
t h e  p o o r ;  y e a ,  s h e  r e a c h e t h  f o r t h  h e r  h a n d s  t o  t h e  n e e d y , "  
a s  t h e  B i b l e  s a i d -  I n  t h e  l a r g e r  s e n s e ,  t h i s  Bu i e  o f  
C h a r i t y  s i m p l y  m ean t  n e i g h b o r l y  c o n c e r n ,  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  
e x t e n d  o n e s e l f  t o  mee t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  e t h e r s -  C u r i n g  t h e  
w i t c h c r a f t  u p r o a r  o f  1692 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  cne  s u s p e c t e d  woman 
was s a v e d  by  a p e t i t i o n  o f  o n e - h u n d r e d - s i x t e e n  r e s i d e n t s  of  
h e r  t o wn ,  who t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  s h e  "was  a l l w a y s ,  r e a d i e  5 
w i l l i n g  t o  doe  f o r  [ h e r  n e i g h b o r s ]  w [ h a ] t  l a  ye i n  h e r  power  
n i g h t  6 d a y ,  t h o u g h  u [ i  ] t h  h a z a r d  t c  h e r  h e a l t h  o r  o t h e r  
da ng e r .  " [ 2 6 ]  F o r  w e a l t h y  women, h o w e v e r ,  i t  meant  hand  t o  
hand r e l i e f  o f  p o o r  n e i g h b o r s .  D o r o t h y  Dudley  was a 
" f r i e n d l y  n e i g h b o r "  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  s h e  was " p i t i f u l  t o  
poor ,  whom o f t  s h e  f e e d  and c l o t h e d  w i t h  h e r  s t o r e . "
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The Bu ie  o f  M o d e s t y  was ke yed  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
h i e r a r c h y -  B e c a u s e  h e r  h u s b a n d  was "known i n  t h e  g a t e s ” and  
s a t  "among t h e  e l d e r s  o f  t h e  l a n d , "  t h e  v i r t u o u s  woman o f  
P r o v e r b s  was e n t i t l e d  t c  d r e s s  i n  " s i l k  and  p u r p l e "  and t o  
make h e r s e l f  " c o v e r i n g s  c f  t a p e s t r y - "  A woman m us t  n o t  t a k e  
t h e s e  v i s i b l e  emb lems  t o o  s e r i o u s l y ,  h o w e v e r -  Even a s  s h e  
adorned  h e r s e l f ,  t h e  g o d l y  B a t h s h e b a  knew t h a t  " b e a u t y  i s  
v a i n . "  I t  was n o t  j u s t  t h e  t h r e a t  c f  s e x u a l  i m p r o p r i e t y  
which made m o d es ty  a  f e m a l e  v i r t u e ,  b u t  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  
p o s i t i o n  c f  women i n  s o c i e t y -  In t h e  p u b l i c  w o r l d ,  t h e i r  
r o l e  was t o  r e f l e c t  b u t  n e v e r  t c  a s s e r t  s t a t u s -  Mo de s ty  was 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  s p e e c h ,  i n  m a n n e r s ,  a n d  i n  a t t i t u d e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
i n  c l o t h i n g .
B e c a u s e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  and  r e s p o n s i b i l t y  
were l a r g e l y  d e f i n e d  by c u s t o m  r a t h e r  t h a n  l aw ,  c a s u a l  
wa t ch i ng  and w a r d i n g  by n e i g h b o r s  was f a r  more s i g n i f i c a n t  
t o  most  wcmen t h a n  t h e  power  o f  m a g i s t r a t e s -  The c l o s e  
a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  women i n  t h e  p r e m o d e r n  w o r l d  was b o t h  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  and s u p p o r t i v e ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y  e v e n  a s  i t  g u a r d e d  a g a i n s t  i t s  
abuse-  Fo r  c o l o n i a l  women,  h a v i n g  t h e  " c h a r a c t e r "  of  a good  
w i f e  was as  v a l u a b l e  a s  h a v i n g  a gocd  l a w y e r  m i g h t  be  t o d a y .  
Th i s  i s  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  F r a n c e s  Q u i l t e r ,  
a woman who u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  Bu ie  o f  I n d u s t r y -
#  *  *
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F r a n c e s  Q u i l t e r 1 s  h u s b a n d ,  Mark,  had  a  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  
I p s w ic h  f o r  d r i n k i n g  and  l o s i n g  h i s  t e m p e r  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  
had b e e n  t h e  b u t t  o f  r o i s t e r o u s  humor  i n  t h e  t a v e r n  on 
t r a i n i n g  d a y s .  H i s  own l a p s e s  i n  p u b l i c  d i g n i t y  may h a v e  
made him o v e r l y  c o n s c i o u s  o f  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  a t  h o m e . £ 2 7 ]  I n  
March o f  1664,  he  was f i n e d  f o r  s t r i k i n g  h i s  w i f e  an d  f o r  
h i t t i n g  a n e i g h b o r .  The i n c i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  n e i g h b o r  o c c u r r e d  
on a m o r n in g  when R e b e c k a h  S h a t s w e l l  had  come t o  t h e  h o u s e  
t o  " s i t  and work** w i t h  Goody Q u i l t e r  “ t o  b e a r  h e r  company .  " 
Q u i l t e r  came i n t o  t h e  room and demanded s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t .
The e x c h a n g e  w h i ch  f o l l o w e d  e m e r g e s  v i v i d l y  f rom t h e  c o u r t  
r e c o r d  a s  a t r i a n g u l a r  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  h u s b a n d ,  w i f e ,  a nd  
n e i g h b o r -
"Why a r e  you s o  h a s t y ? "  s a i d  t h e  w i f e .
" I t  may be  t h a t  he  had  n e t  h i s  b r e a k f a s t , "  s a i d  t h e  
ne ig h  b o r .
" Y e s ,  two h o u r s  b e f o r e  h e  a t e  m e a t , "  t h e  w i f e  
c o u n t e r e d ,  b u t  t h e  h u s b a n d  m e r e l y  g r o a n e d ,  "A p o o r  d e a l . "
" T hu s ,  l o o k  h e r e  o f  ay p o t t a g e , "  s a i d  t h e  w i f e  t o  t h e  
n e i g h b o r .  " [ S e e ]  w h e t h e r  I  d i d  n e t  b o i l  a good  d e a l  o f  
mea t .  "
" I t  may b e  you  b o i l  a good d e a l  an d  e a t  i t  up 
y o u r s e l f , "  t h e  n e i g h b o r  a n s w e r e d ,  whe reupon  t h e  h u s b a n d  
t u r n e d  upon h e r -
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“ Ho ld  y o u r  p r a t i n g , " he  s a i d .
“ I  p r a t e  no more t h a n  y o u , ” s h e  r e p l i e d ,  when t o  h e r  
g r e a t  s u r p r i s e ,  h e  s t r u c k  h e r  and t h r e w  h e r  o u t  t h e  
door-  [ 2 8 J
The n e i g h b o r ' s  r c l e  i n  t h i s  f a m i l y  a r g u m e n t  s h i f t e d  
r a p i d l y -  R e b e c k a h  S h a t s w e l l  came t o  t h e  h o u s e  a s  a f r i e n d -  
But  a s  t h e  b i c k e r i n g  b e g a n ,  h e r  p o s i t i o n  s h i f t e d .  Goody . 
Q u i l t e r  a p p e a l e d  t o  h e r  f i r s t  a s  a d e f e n d e r  an d  t h e n  a s  a 
j u d g e .  She  p e r h a p s  saw h e r s e l f  a s  n e u t r a l ,  b u t  t o  Mark 
Q u i l t e r  sh e  was s i m p l y  an i n t r u d e r -  Even t h o u g h  s h e  
s u p p o r t e d  h i s  r i g h t  t o  a good b r e a k f a s t ,  he  became  f u r i o u s  
t h a t  s h e  was i n  h i s  h o u s e  a t  a l l .  Tc  a c k n o w l e d g e  h e r  h e l p  
would h a v e  b e e n  t o  a c c e p t  h e r  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  h i s  f a m i l y -  H o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s  
between h o u s e w i f e  a n d  h o u s e w i f e  m i g h t  f o rm a c o u n t e r w e i g h t  
t o  v e r t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  h u s b a n d  a nd  w i f e .  Mark 
Q u i l t e r ' s  r e s e n t m e n t  shewed  t h a t  he  r e c o g n i z e d  t h i s ,  a s  w e l l  
he m i g h t ,  f o r  i t  was t h e  t e s t i m o n y  o f  n e i g h b o r i n g  w i v e s  
which e v e n t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  h i s  c c n v i c t i o n  i n  c o u r t .
Ye t  t h e  t r i a n g l e  t h u s  f o r m e d  was  f a r  f r o a  s i m p l e ,  a s  
Goody Q u i l t e r  knew.  A t t a c k e d  by h e r  h u s b a n d  i n  f r o n t  o f  h e r  
f r i e n d ,  s h e  became  d e f e n s i v e  a b c u t  h e r  c o o k i n g .  I n  some 
s e n s e ,  n e i g h b o r s  we r e  an i n f e r n a l  j u r y  o f  o n e ' s  p e e r s .  Only  
by l i v i n g  up t o  t h e  c l u s t e r  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d i c t a t e d  by 
cus tom d i d  one  e a r n  t h e  r e s p e c t — and  t h e  p o t e n t i a l
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s u p p o r t — o f  o t h e r  women- P a r a m o u n t  among t h e s e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  was I n d u s t r y -  The b r o t h  l e f t  i n  t h e  k e t t l e  
was p r o o f  t h a t  Goody C u i l t e r  had  n o t  w a s t e d  h e r  m o r n i n g .
The  c a s e  o f  a wa y wa Ed  w i f e  f rom n e a r b y  T o p s f i e l d  g i v e s  
a d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  way f e m a l e  n e i g h b o r s  e n f o r c e d  
t h i s  r u l e -  The c l i n c h i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  c a s e  a g a i n s t  F a i t h  
Black s e em s  t o  h a v e  come f r cm  Goody Hobbe s  who t e s t i f i e d
t h a t  F a i t h  was away f r o m  home s o  much t h a t  s h e  ha d  n e g l e c t e d
he r  w a s h i n g  and  f a i l e d  t c  f e e d  h e r  s w i n e -  When t h e  
c h a r i t a b l e — o r  m edd le some— n e i g h b o r  a d d e d  t h e  h u s b a n d ' s  
s h i r t s  t o  h e r  own wash and  c a r r i e d  f o o d  t o  t h e  p i g s ,  a l l  t h e  
t h a n k s  t h e  w i f e  g a v e  h e r  "was t o  t e l l  h e r  s h e  d i d  n o t  a s k
her  t o  do i t . ” [ 2 9 ]  T h i s  f o o l i s h  w i f e  l e s t  h e r  c a s e  l o ng
b e f o r e  i t  r e a c h e d  t h e  c o u r t .
A l t h o u g h  t h e  R u l e  o f  I n d u s t r y  a f f e c t e d  a l l  women, t h e  
Rule  o f  C h a r i t y  was e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a w e a l t h y  woman 
l i k e  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  t h e  M a j o r - G e n e r a l -  
M i s t r e s s  D e n i s o n  was t h e  s e c o n d  d a u g h t e r  c f  D o r o t h y  and 
Thomas Dud le y  an d  t h e  s i s t e r  o f  t h e  p o e t  Anne B r a d s t r e e t ,  
h u t  h e r  m cd e s t  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  was a c h i e v e d  
t h r o u g h  h e r  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  a s e r v a n t  named S a r a h  B o p e r -  In 
March o f  1665,  t h e  D e n i s c n s  p r o s e c u t e d  S a r a h ,  who h a d  
a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  s t e a l i n g  f ro m f a m i l y  s u p p l i e s  f o r  more t h a n  
a y e a r -  Most  o f  t h e  s t o l e n  p r o v i s i o n s  had f o u n d  t h e i r  way
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i n t o  t h e  K i t c h e n  c f  a n  i m p o v e r i s h e d  young w i f e  o f  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  Mary B i s h o p -  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  h e r  h u s b a n d  J o b  
may h a v e  t e e n  a t  s e a .  She p e r h a p s  l i v e d  i n  p a r t  o f  a h o u s e  
owned by  Ihomas  B i s h o p  j u s t  o p p o s i t e  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e ,  o r  
she  may have  r e n t e d  a s m a l l  d w e l l i n g  owned by a f i s h e r m a n  
named R o b e r t  B u t c h  i n  t h e  b l o c k  b e h i n d  t h e  D e n i s o n  
p r o p e r t y - [ 3 0 ]
W ha t eve r  i t s  l o c a t i o n ,  Mary B i s h o p ' s  d w e l l i n g  was i n  
handy r e a c h  o f  S a r a h  R o p e r .  When Goody B i s h o p  l a c k e d  m i l k  
t o  make a p o s s e t ,  S a r a h  b r o u g h t  i t  t c  h e r -  When h e r  b r o t h e r  
came t o  t own ,  S a r a h  p r o v i d e d  b e e r  f o r  h i s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t -  
Meet ing h e r  a t  t h e  w e l l ,  S a r a h  ga ve  h e r  c i d e r  f r om t h e  
Denison c e l l a r  and  on e t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  a p p l e s  f o r  h e r  
c h i l d r e n ,  s u e t  f o r  p u d d i n g ,  a nd  p o r k -  I n  r e t u r n  Goody 
Bishop  ga ve S a r a h  some m a c k e r e l ,  a common g r a d e  o f  f i s h  
which s h e  s a i d  t h e y  d i d  n e t  ha v e  a t  t h e  D e n i s o n  
h o u s e . [ 4 0 ]  L i k e  f r i e n d s h i p s  b e t w e e n  o t h e r  women i n  t h e  same 
communi ty ,  t h e  b o n d s  b e t w e e n  S a r a h  and  Goody E i s h o p  we re  
cemented  w i t h  s m a l l  f a v o r s -  The d i f f e r e n c e ,  c f  c o u r s e ,  was 
t h a t  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n  s u p p l i e d  t h e  g o o d s .
Mary B i s h o p ' s  d e f e n s e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t  i s  r e v e a l i n g ,  
no t  so  much o f  h e r  own s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  o f  t h e  communi ty  norm 
o f  c h a r i t y  w h i c h  u n d e r l a y  h e r  p l e a -  Sh e  b e g g e d  c l e m e n c y  on 
a c c o u n t  o f  h e r  low c o n d i t i o n ,  a n o t h e r  woman t e s t i f y i n g  t h a t  
t h e  B i s h o p  f a m i l y  would hav e  s t a r v e d  on t h e i r  s c a n t y  d i e t
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"had n o t  S a r a h  R o g e r  h e l p e d  t h e n  w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s , 1' Such 
t e s t i m o n y  c a r r i e d  a s u b t l e  r e p r o a c h  t o  M i s t r e s s  D e n i s o n .
More p o i n t e d  was t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  a n o t h e r  n e i g h b o r  who s a i d  
she  had  h e a r d  S a r a h  R c p e r  c a l l  h e r  m i s t r e s s  " an  o l d  Jew and  
h o b l i n g  J o a n e . " [ 3 2 ]
What i s  mos t  i n s t r u c t i v e  a b o u t  t h i s  c a s e  i s  n o t  t h e  
t h i e v e r y  c f  t h e  s e r v a n t ,  b u t  t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  o f  t h e  m i s t r e s s  
t o  i n v o k e  t h e  l a w .  S a r a h  Rope r  c a r r i e d  away more  t h a n  t e n  
pounds i n  h o u s e h o l d  p r o v i s i o n s  and c l o t h i n g  b e f o r e  s h e  was 
f i n a l l y  p r o s e c u t e d  i n  I p s w i c h  c o u r t .  The D e n i s o n  h o u s e h o l d  
was a w e a l t h y  o n e ,  y e t  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n  knew e x a c t l y  what  
she owned and  wha t  was m i s s i n g .  I n  c o u r t ,  s h e  gav e  a n  
i t e m i z e d  l i s t  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  S a r a h  Rope r  had  t a k e n  f rom h e r ,  
from a c o i f  w o r t h  one  s h i l l i n g  t o  a p p l e s  a n d  c h i c k e n  p i e s  
worth t e n .  S a r a h  was a b r a z e n  t h i e f ,  n o t  c o n t e n t  t o  f i l l  a 
t e a c u p  o r  a  p o c k e t .  I n  one  y e a r ,  s h e  c a r r i e d  away n i n e  
b u s h e l s  o f  w h e a t ,  t r a d i n g  i t  t c  n e i g h b o r s  f o r  c l o t h e s  and 
s h o e s . £ 3 3 ]  S a r a h ' s  s l a n d e r  o f  h e r  m i s t r e s s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
f o r  more t h a n  a  y e a r  s h e  had s u c c e s s f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d  P a t i e n c e  
D e n i s o n ' s  own r o l e  a n x i e t i e s .
As a w e a l t h y  and  s o c i a l l y  p r o m i n e n t  member o f  h e r  
communi ty .  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n ,  l i k e  h e r  m o t h e r  D o r o t h y  D u d l e y ,  
was e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  "a  f r i e n d l y  n e i g h b o r  p i t i f u l  t o  t h e  
p o o r . 11 S a r a h  R op e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  sh e  was i n  f a c t  s t i n g y ,  
"an o l d  Jew"  i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  s e r i c u s  d i s t r e s s  o f  h e r  n e a r
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n e i g h b o r  Mary B i s h o p -  a s  a h o u s e h o l d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .
P a t i e n c e  De n i so n  was s u p p o s e d  t o  be  i n  f i r m  command o f  h e r  
e s t a b l i s h n e n t ,  “ t o  s e r v a n t s  w i s e l y  a w e f u l ,  b u t  y e t  
k i nd - "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S a r a h  s h e  was r e a l l y  l i t t l e  more  t h a n  a 
' • hob l i ng  J o a n ” i n c a p a b l e  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  f l a g r a n t  
m i s b e h a v i o r  i n  h e r  own k i t c h e n  and p a n t r y -  T h u s ,  t o  
p r o s e c u t e  S a r a h  Ho p e r — t o  r e v e a l  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  h e r  
s e r v a n t ’ s  m a n i p u l a t i o n s — was t c  e x p o s e  h e r  own i n a d e g u a c i e s .  
Measured by t h e  i d e a l ,  s h e  had f a i l e d -  Had sh e  r e a l l y  b e e n  
" c h a r i t a b l e , "  w i s e , "  and  " k i n d , ” n o n e  o f  t h i s  would  have  
ha ppened .
P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n  p r o s e c u t e d  h e r  s e r v a n t  and  c o l l e c t e d  
damages-  But  a s  l o n g  a s  S a r a h  E o pe r  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  i n  f a c t ,  a s  l o n g  a s  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n  s u r v i v e d  i n  
t h e  memor ie s  c f  I p s w i c h  h o u s e w i v e s ,  she  c o u l d  n e v e r  be  
e n t i r e l y  r i d  o f  h e r -  Mine y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a n  I p s w i c h  b u s y b o d y  
named E l i s a b e t h  Hun t  s u s p e c t e d  S a r a h  o f  s t e a l i n g  h e r  b o d k i n  
(an o r n a m e n t a l  h a i r p i n )  a f t e r  i t  f e l l  t o  t h e  f l o o r  d u r i n g  
church-  A l t h o u g h  t h e  b o d k i n  was r e t r i e v e d ,  Goody Hun t  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r e s s  t h e  g r i e v a n c e -  S t a n d i n g  b y  t h e  g a t e  o f  
t h e  D e n i s c n  h o u s e ,  s h e  t o l d  a n o t h e r  n e i g h b o r  t h a t  s h e  had  
been i n s i d e  t c  t a l k  t c  t h e  Ma jor  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  t h a t  he  would 
have n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  i t  ev en  t h o u g h  he  was a m a g i s t r a t e -  
Sarah Hoper  c o u l d  n o t  come t h e r e  t o  be e x a m i n e d ,  Goody Hunt  
r e p o r t e d ,  b e c a u s e  M i s t r e s s  De n i son  was “ a f r a i d  o f  h e r . ” [ 3 4 ]
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P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n ' s  t r o u b l e s  w i t h  S a r a h  Rope r  n o t  o n l y  
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  Hule  o f  C h a r i t y ,  t h e y  a l s o  
r e v e a l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t y  t h e  New E n g la n d  
g e n t r y  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  a s y s t e m  c f  d e f e r e n c e  i n h e r i t e d  f r o m  
the  o ld  w o r l d -  Even i n  a town l i k e  I p s w i c h ,  w h i ch  was 
p r o b ab l y  a s  s t r a t i f i e d  a s  an y  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  s t a t a s  was 
never  a s s u r e d .  Men a n d  wosen knew e a c h  e t h e r  t o o  w e l l .  
Wi th in  a few h o u r s ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  h e l d  i n  t h e  b i g  h o u s e s  
could  f i n d  t h e i r  way a c r o s s  t h e  b a c k  f e n c e  t o  t h e  s a a l l e r  
houses  n e a r b y . [ 3 5 ]  P u s h y  f o l k s  i n  seme o f  t h o s e  s m a l l e r  
h ou se s— men and  women l i k e  Samuel  and  E l i z a b e t h  H u n t — were  
r eady  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  o f  t h e i r  b e t t e r s  and t o  
c h a l l e n g e  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y .
When E a n i e l  D e n i s o n  o r d e r e d  t h e  t r o o p s  t c  c l e a r  b r u s h  
on t he  m i l i t i a  f i e l d  on t r a i n i n g  d a y ,  Samuel  Hunt  l e a d  a 
s m a l l  r e b e l l i o n ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  H a j o r - G e n e r a l  had  no  
r i g h t  t o  demand s u c h  c c a a c n  l a b o r .  He p i c k e d  a  f i g h t  w i th  
a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  g e n t r y ,  Samuel  A p p l e t o n ,  o v e r  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  
of  a h o r s e .  I n  t h e  c o u r t  a c t i o n s  wh ich  r e s u l t e d ,  a r umor  
s u r f a c e d  t h a t  N a t h a n i e l  i r o w n e  had  b o a s t e d  h e  would  s o o n  
down A p p l e t o n  b e c a u s e  he worked f o r  H u n t ,  who " k e p t  them 
l i k e  l o r d s  f o r  t h e y  w a n t e d  n e i t h e r  f o r  meat  n c r  d r i n k . "  
S i m i l a r  p r i d e  was e v i d e n t  a f ew  y e a r s  l a t e r  when H u n t ,  
n e g o t i a t i n g  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  b o a s t e d  t h a t  he 
would g i v e  h e r  " a s  good  a p o r t i o n -  .  - a s  a n y  nan I n  I p s w i c h
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should  g i v e  a n y  o f  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s  E x c e p t  f o u r  o r  
f i v e - " [ 3 6 ]  Samuel  Hun t  was l a y i n g  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  a 
p r o s p e r i t y  w h i c h  i n  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y  would g i v e  h i s  s e c t i o n  
of  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  t h e  name " H u n t ’ s  C o v e - " £ 3 7 J
The Hule o f  Mo de s ty  p r e v e n t e d  E l i z a b e t h  Hunt  f r om s u c h  
d i r e c t  a n c  open  c o m p e t i t i o n -  She  had  c l e a r  i d e a s  a b o u t  wha t  
was a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  a woman i n  h e r  p o s i t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  
obv ious  i n s e c u r i t i e s .  She knew w ha t  was h a p p e n i n g  i n  e v e r y  
house i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  a n d  s h e  t e s t i f i e d  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
c a s e  e m a n a t i n g  f rom h e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t own,  b u t  she  was 
c a r e f u l  t o  t e l l  t h e  c o u r t ,  w i t h  some o f f i c i o u s n e s s ,  t h a t  a 
c e r t a i n  b i t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  had  come f ro m  a h o u s e w i f e  named 
H a r g a r e t  L a m b e r t  who had  a p p e a r e d  g u i t e  u n e x p e c t e d l y  i n  h e r  
k i t c h e n  "on  a s l e e v e l e s s  m a i d ’s  e r r a n d ,  w h i ch  was t o  g e t  
some s c o u r i n g  s a n d - " [ 3 8 ]  an a s p i r i n g  m a t r o n  c o u l d  n o t  r u n  
from h o u s e  t o  h o u s e  l i k e  a common maid-  She mus t  h a v e  more 
d i g n i t y .
When E l i z a b e t h  l o s t  h e r  b o d k i n ,  s h e  i m a g i n e d  t h e  
s e r v a n t  S a r a h  R o p e r  " p i c k i n g  h e r  t e e t h "  w i t h  i t - [ 3 9 ]  She 
r e c o i l e d  f rom c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  i g n o m i n i o u s  S a r a h ,  y e t  t h e  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  c o l o n i a l  I p s w i c h ,  w h i ch  p u t  S a r a h ’ s  
f a t h e r ,  W a l t e r  R o p e r ,  on t h e  same l e v e l  a s  Sa m u e l  Hunt ,  
p l a c e d  t h e  two  women w i t h i n  a few i n c h e s  o f  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  
the  m e e t i n g  h o u s e -  S t r u g g l i n g  t o  k e ep  h e r  baby g u i e t  d u r i n g  
t h e  s e r m o n ,  E l i z a b e t h  h a d  t a k e n  t h e  p i n  o u t  o f  h e r  h a i r  and
140
given i t  t o  him t o  p l a y  w i t h -  ahen  i t  d r o p p e d  t o  t h e  f l o o r  
a t  an awkward a n g l e ,  s h e  was u n a b l e  t o  r e t r i e v e  i t -  She  
s a i d  S a r a h  p i c k e d  i t  up-  S a r a h  s a i d  i t  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  w ide  
c u f f  o f  he r  s l e e v e ,  t h a t  s h e  d i d n ' t  f i n d  c u t  u n t i l  s he  g o t  
home, and  t h a t  s h e  s e n t  i t  b a c k  p r o m p t l y  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  What 
might  h a v e  b e e n  a n  i n n o c e n t  a c c i d e n t  became  i n  E l i z a b e t h ' s  
mind an a f f r o n t  t c  he n  d i g n i t y .
I f  E l i z a b e t h  Hunt  h ad  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  become 
"known i n  t h e  g a t e s , "  s h e  was c e r t a i n l y  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  
o f  t h e  L o r d -  T h a t  h e r  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  S a r a h  Bope r  i n v o l v e d  a 
p e r s o n a l  c r n a m e n t  i s  i n  i t s e l f  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  t e l l s  us  e v e n  more  a b o u t  t h e  
f ema le  w o r l d  o f  c o l o n i a l  I p s w i c h -  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  minds  t c  c o m p r e h e n d  t h e  c u s t o m  of  
" s e a t i n g "  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  y e t  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  d i d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  c f  t o w ns  i n  Hew E n g l a n d  a b an do n  
t h i s  v i s i b l e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  c f  h i e r a r c h a l  v a l u e s - [ 3 9 ]  A l t h o u g h  
a few men— and  more women— c h a l l e n g e d  t h e i r  p l a c e  w i t h i n  
t h i s  s y s t e m ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  s y s t e m  i t s e l f -  As 
Ola a i n s l o w  h a s  o b s e r v e d ,  s e a t i n g  p l a n s  an d  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  
p r e s e r v e d  i n  town b o o k s ,  " s p e l l  o u t  a l o n g ,  s l o w  s t o r y  o f  
a r i s t o c r a t i c  p r i v i l e g e  and  a s e n s e  o f  d e m o c r a t i c  f a i r n e s s  
j o s t l i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h i n  an  i r o n c l a d  s y s t e m  h o s p i t a b l e  t o  
n e i t h e r - "  As t h e  r e c o r d  s h o w s ,  much o f  t h e  j o s t l i n g  came 
from t h e  f e m a l e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o o m - [ 4 0  ]
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One o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  e v e r  s e a t i n g  i n  I p sw ich .
i s  known o n l y  t h r o u g h  a s l a n d e r  c a s e  wh ich  e n d e d  i n  t h e
coun ty  c o u r t -  A g r o u p  c f  young b l a d e s  i n  t h e  t own  composed
a s a t i r e  which  t h e y  c i r c u l a t e d  among t h e  haymows-  E n t i t l e d
”0 ye b r a v e  U n d e r t a k e r s  S g a l l e r y  m a k e r s , ” i t  a p p a r e n t l y
r e f e r r e d  t o  a p r o p o s a l  i n i t i a t e d  by a few o f  t h e  s o l i d
f reeman o f  t h e  town t o  b u i l d  a g a l l e r y  f o r  t h e i r  w i v e s -  The
r e f r a i n ,  which i s  a l l  t h a t  i s  p r e s e r v e d  o f  t h e  poem,  n o t  so
s u b t l y  s l a n d e r e d  t h e  s o c i a l  a m b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  g o o d w i v e s  on
t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r -  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c l e r k  c a u t i o u s l y
l e f t  o f f  t h e  names i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  t h e  r e f r a i n ,  i t  i s
n o t  t oo  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u p p l y  t hem;
S e t  a s i d e  H i s t r e s s  [Symonds  a n d  D e n i s o n ]  [ F o r ]
Soode H u s t ,  m o t h e r  Soodward S Ann- Eray f i n d  me 
s u c h  t h r e e  a g a i n  i f  you c a n - [ 4 1 ]
There  i s  no way o f  kno wi ng  i f  "Symonds” an d  " D e n i s o n ” a r e
t h e  m i s s i n g  s u r n a m e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e ,  b u t  t h e y  f i t  t h e
c rud e  m e t e r  and  rhyme a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  s a t i r e -  A
town wag who want ed  t o  pok e  f u n  a t  p e t t y  p r i d e  among t h e
women o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  m i g h t  w e l l  i n v o k e  t h e  a p p a r e n t l y
u n t o u c h a b l e  e m i n e n c e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  g e n t l e w o m e n  o f  t h e  t o wn -
The p r e e m i n e n c e  o f  women i n  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c o n t r o v e r s i e s
can be  e x p l a i n e d  i n  b o t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  p r a c t i c a l  t e r m s -
Siomen l a c k e d  v i s i b l e  emblems o f  s t a t u s -  S i n c e  t h e
m e e t i n g h o u s e  was t h e  one  p u b l i c  a r e n a  open  t o  t h em ,  i t  i s
h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a c t e d  c u t  t h e i r  s e a r c h  f o r
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p o s i t i o n  t h e r e .  Cn t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  p o s i t i o n  
i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was g u i t e  l i t e r a l l y  an  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  o n e .
I n  t owns  l i k e  I p s w i c h ,  w i t h  a young  an d  g r o w i n g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
t hey  were a l m o s t  u n b e a r a b l y  c r o w d e d .  T h e i r  s m a l l e s t  
c h i l d r e n  s a t  on t h e i r  l a p s  o r  wedged i n  b e s i d e  t h e m ,  w h i l e  
t h e i r  o l d e r  d a u g h t e r s  p e r c h e d  cn i m p r o v i s e d  b e n c h e s  c rammed 
i n t o  t h e  a i s l e s -  T h e i r  h u s b a n d ' s  b e n c h e s  we re  s u r e l y  a s  
h a rd  and  p e r h a p s  j u s t  a s  n a r r o w ,  b u t  men d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  
cope w i t h  w r i g g l i n g  d i s t r a c t i o n s .  I t  i s  l i t t l e  wonde r  t h a t  
a woman l i k e  E l i z a b e t h  Hunt  m i g h t  succumb t o  t he  t e m p t a t i o n  
t o  push and  s h o v e  when h e r  n e i g h b o r ' s  d a u g h t e r  o n c e  a g a i n  
jammed h e r  c h a i r  h a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  end o f  t h e  b e n c h -  "T ake  
n o t i c e  o f  Goody H u n t , "  Thomas Kn o w l t c n  c r i e d  a l o u d  f r om  t h e  
g a l l e r y — a s  i f  a d o z e n  o f  h e r  n e a r e s t  n e i g h b o r s  had  n o t  
a l r e a d y  r e c o r d e d  b o t h  t h e  p a t t e r n  a n d  t h e  meaning  o f  h e r  
b e h a v i o r - £ 4 2 ]
I n  1681 ,  Samue l  Hun t  was among e i g h t  s u c c e s s f u l  
p e t i t i o n e r s  who s o u g h t  l i b e r t y  t o  " r a i s e  t h e  h i n d m o s t  s e a t e  
i n  t h e  n o r w e s t  s y d e  o f  t h e  f l e e t i n g  House two  f o o t e  h i g h e r  
t h a n  i t  new i s ,  f o r  t h e r e  w i v e s  t o  s i t t  i n . " [ 4 3 ]  a s  t h e  
f i r s t  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h e  t own  b e g a n  t o  s i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  pew s ,  
t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  w e a l t h y  women and women o f  o r d i n a r y  
s t a t u s  became e v e n  more p r o n o u n c e d -  I f  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  s i t  
wi th  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  i n  a w a l l e d - o f f  s p a c e ,  a m b i t i o u s  m a t r o n s  
l i k e  E l i z a b e t h  H u n t  c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  s i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  e l e v a t e d
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d i g n i t y -
♦  *  *
A l t h o u g h  t h e  c a s e s  c f  Goody Q u i l t e r ,  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n ,  
and E l i z a b e t h  Hunt  o c c u r r e d  i n  a P u r i t a n  town i n  t h e  s e c o n d  
h a l f  of  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  p a t t e r n s  o f  
n e i g h b o r l i n e s s  which t h e y  i l l u s t r a t e  we re  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  a 
s i n g l e  t i m e  o r  p l a c e .  A l t h o u g h  f o r m s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  m i g h t  
va ry ,  common a s s u m p t i o n s  r e m a i n e d .  The Ha l e  o f  Modes t y  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  women i n v o l v e d  i n  s q u a b b l e s  o v e r  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  m i n i s t e r  o r  t h e  p l a c i n g  c f  a m e e t i n g  h o u s e  
would a c t  by  i n d i r e c t i o n .  The Hule  o f  C h a r i t y ,  d i c t a t e d  
t h a t  m i s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  f r o n t i e r  t o w n s  
would s u f f e r  " g a r r i s o n  crowds'* d u r i n g  p r o l o n g e d  I n d i a n  
c o n f l i c t .  Most  w i d e s p r e a d  o f  a l l  was t h e  H u l e  o f  I n d u s t r y -  
Though i t  may n o t  be  s o  r e c o g n i z e d ,  t h a t  r u l e  s t i l l  o p e r a t e s  
i n  some Hew E n g l a n d  t c w n s  t h r e e - h u n d r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  
w i d e sp r ea d  f e m a l e  h a b i t  o f  k n i t t i n g  i n  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .
Such a p r a c t i c e  s u r e l y  g e e s  back  t o  a t i m e  when a woman ' s  
d i l i g e n c e  was known a n d  j u d g e d  by a l l  h e r  n e i g h b o r s .
C a r r y i n g  h e r  " k n i t i n g  work” a b o u t  w i t h  h e r ,  a  m a i d s e r v a n t  o r  
a f i s h w i f e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  o l d  p r o v e r b ,  "A man works  f ro m  
sun t o  s u n ,  b u t  a wo m a n ' s  work i s  n e v e r  d o n e . "
For  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  c f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  w o r l d ,  i t  i s  n o t  
t h e  r u l e s  t h e m s e l v e s  which m a t t e r  so  much a s  t h e  way t h o s e  
r i l e s  we r e  c h a l l e n g e d  and  e n f o r c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  co mm u n i ty  o f
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women- I p s w i c h  r e p r e s e n t s  o ne  form o f  communi ty  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  a s t r a t i f i e d  n u c l e a r  
v i l l a g e  w i t h  a s t r o n g  c h u r c h  a r d  a c o u r t  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .
Such a s e t t i n g  f a c i l i t a t e d  f r i e n d s h i p s  among women,  b u t  i t  
a l s o  u n d e r m i n e d  p r i v a c y ,  n u r t u r e d  g o s s i p ,  a nd  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  
p a t r i a r c h a l  a u t h o r i t y  c f  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s -  Only  c l o s e  
s t ud y  o f  t h e  s p a t i a l  and  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c f  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  c a n  t e l l  us  how o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  
a f f e c t e d  women- Anne B r a d s t r e e t * s  " f r i e n d l y  n e i g h b o r "  
p o i n t s  t o w a r d  one  o f  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  and  l e a s t  u n d e r s t o o d  
d i m e n s i o n s  of  f e m a l e  l i f e  i n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a -
#  *  *
Hhen Hary B e l c h e r ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
g o v e r n o r ,  d i e d  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  1736,  a l l  o f  t h e  b e l l s  i n  
Boston t o l l e d -  The c o a c h  wh i ch  c a r r i e d  h e r  body  t o  t h e  
b u r i a l  g ro un d  was d r a p e d  i n  b l a c k  v e l v e t  and  a d o r n e d  w i t h  
e s c u t c h e o n s  a n d  c o a t s  o f  a r m s -  D e s p i t e  t h e  pomp,  p e r h a p s  
even b e c a u s e  o f  i t ,  h e r  m i n i s t e r  e m p h a s i z e d  i n  h i s  f u n e r a l  
sermon t h a t  t h e  e l e g a n t  M i s t r e s s  B e l c h e r  "was  n e v e r  a bo v e  
her  H o u s eh o l d  B u s i n e s s . "  I n  a m o u r n f u l  e l e g y ,  a  Bo s to n  
v e r s i f i e r  i m m o r t a l i z e d  h e r  b e a u t y ,  h e r  p i e t y ,  h e r  
c h a r i t y — and h e r  f a v o r i t e  maxim o f  d o m e s t i c  economy:
Her House h e r  happy  s k i l l  nc  more s h a l l  b o a s t ,
"Be a l l  t h i n g s  p l e n t i f u l ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  l o s t - " £ 4 4 ]
From a g i r l h o o d  i n  P o r t s m o u t h  and Newbury,  M i s t r e s s  B e l c h e r  
had a s c e n d e d  t o  t h e  c r c w n  c f  p r o v i n c i a l  s o c i e t y -  Y e t ,  i n
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New E n g la  E d ,  t h e  g o v e r n e r ' s  w i f e — l i k e  t h e  s p o u s e  o f  t h e  
meanes t  f i s h e r m a n  on S m u t t y n o s e  I s l a n d — was a h o u s e w i f e -  
Hou se wi ve s  s h a r e d  n e t  o n l y  a  common v o c a t i o n  b u t  a 
common c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  o f  women- The f u n e r a l  
p r o c e s s i o n  wh ich  f o l l o w e d  Mary E e l c h e r ! s  t o d y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s t r e e t s  o f  B o s t o n  b e a u t i f u l l y  p o r t r a y e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
t h a t  s o c i e t y  i n  h e r  l i f e -  C l o s e s t  t o  h e r  c o f f i n  w a l k e d  h e r  
" r e l a t i v e s , ” a s s e m b l e d  "by d e g r e e s , "  b u t  j u s t  b e h i n d  them 
marched " a  g r e a t  many o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  Gen t l ew om en  i n  
Town-” B r i n g i n g  up t h e  r e a r  were t h e  m i n i s t e r s  a nd  t h e  
p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  who h o n o r e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  by  h o n o r i n g  h i s  
w i f e - [ 4 5 ]  The s o c i e t y  o f  women s t o o d  midway b e t w e e n  t h e  
p r i v a t e  wor ld  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  a nd  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r l d  o f  
c o u n c i l s ,  c o u r t s ,  and  c o u n t i n g  h o u s e s -  I t  was b o t h
h i e r a r c h a l  and  p e r s o n a l .  Mary B e l c h e r  was d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by
" g e n t e e l  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s "  which f ew o f  h e r  s i s t e r s  s h a r e d ,  
y e t  s h e  d i d  n o t  " t h i n k  H e r s e l f  t o o  r i c h  t o  s p e a k  t o  t h e  low
and p o o r ;  b u t  t r e a t e d  t h e m ,  a s  s e l l  a s  e t h e r s ,  w i th  e a s y
c o n d e s c e n t i o n .  C o u r t e o u s n e s s  and  G e n t l e n e s s - "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
he r  m i n i s t e r ,  "some whole  f a m i l i e s  were  i n  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  
s u p p o r t e d  by h e r  l i b e r a l  H a n d . " [ 4 6 ]  The B u i e s  of  I n d u s t r y ,  
C h a r i t y ,  and H o d e s t y  o p e r a t e d  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  B o s t o n  
a s  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  I p s w i c h ,  and i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  
t h ey  were  b o t h  p r o m u l g a t e d  and  e n f o r c e d  by a communi ty  o f  
women.
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38. E s se x  F i l e s . V, 231;  I V ,  2 4 0 - 2 4 3 .
39. D i n k i n ,  p .  4 62 .
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40. O la  Wins low,  M e e t i n g h o u s e H i l l ,  163 0 - 1 7 8 3 ; (New York :  
W.H. N o r t o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  1 95 2 7 ,  p l ~  143^ p p .  ~ 1 4 4 - 1 4 6 .
41- E s s e s  F i l e s ,  I V ,  341 .
42- E s s e s  F i l e s ,  V, 3 C6 -3 07 ;  I s ,  2 4 0 - 2 4 3 -
43- H a t e r s ,  I p s w i c h , 114 .  F o r  a n o t h e r  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  c a s e  
s e e  E s s e s  F i l e s ,  I V ,  146-  C o f f i n ,  Newbury , p-  167 
s a y s  t h a t  i n  1700 t w e n t y  p e r s o n s  we re  g i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  
t o  b u i l d  pews f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  and  f a m i l i e s .
44- Thomas P r i n c e ,  C h r i s t  Ab o l i s h i n g D e a t h,  ( B o s t o n :  1736)  
pp-  39 -41  an d  poem by Ma t he r  B y l e s  a p p e n d e d  t o  t h e  
s e r m o n ,  p .  3 .  Mary B e l c h e r  was t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  
W i l l i a m  P a r t r i d g e ,  f c n e r l y  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n e r  o f  New 
Ha m ps h i r e -  I n  1 7 3 6 ,  h e r  widowed m o t h e r  l i v e d  i n  
Newbury- Her  d e a t h  was w i d e l y  n o t e d  i n  E s s e x  C o u n t y .  
See Z a c c h e u s  C o l l i n s  D i a r y ,  E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e ,  8 t h  month 
1736 ,  and  The D i a r i e s  c f  B e n i a a i n  Lvnde  and  o f  Be n i a min  
Lynde .  J r -  ( B o s t o n :  1880)  p.  89-
45- E x t r a c t  f r om B o s t o n  Me ek l y N e w s l e t t e r , O c t o b e r  14,  
1736,  i n  P r i n c e ,  C h r i s t  A b o l i s h i n g  , pp -  4 1 - 4 2 .
57- P r i n c e ,  C h r i s t  Abol i s h i n g , p- 39-
c h a p t e r  Four  
P r e t t y  Gen t lewomen
A c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  e a r l y  Ameri can  
h u s w i f e r y  i s  c o m p r e s s e d  i n  a l e t t e r  which  B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n  
wrote  i n  1727 t o  h i s  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  J a n e ,  who was a b o u t  t o  
marry-
I  h a v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  wha t  would he a s u i t a b l e  
p r e s e n t  f o r  me t c  make,  an d  f o r  you t o  r e c e i v e ,  a s  
I  h e a r  you a r e  g rown a c e l e b r a t e d  b e a u t y -  I  ha d  
a l m o s t  d e t e r m i n e d  on a t e a  t a b l e ,  b u t  when I  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  a good h o u s e w i f e  
was f a r  p r e f e r a b l e  t c  t h a t  c f  b e i n g  o n l y  a p r e t t y  
g e n t l e w o m a n ,  I  c o n c l u d e d  t o  s e n d  you a s p i n n i n g 
w h e e l ,  whi ch  I  h o p e  you w i l l  a c c e p t  a s  a s m a l l  
t o k e n  o f  my s i n c e r e  l c v e  and a f f e c t i c n - [ 1 1
Good h o u s e w i f e  v e r s u s  p r e t t y  ge n t l ew o m a n — su c h  s t e r e o t y p e s
c o l o r  women*s h i s t o r y  e v e n  t o d a y -  They w e r e  n o t  o r i g i n a l
wi th  F r a n k l i n ,  o f  c o u r s e .  P e r i o d i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o f
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l a n d  and  Am er i ca  was f i l l e d  w i th
s i m i l a r  c o n t r a s t s . £ 2 ]  M o r a l i s t s  i n  e v e r y  c e n t u r y  hav e
p r e f e r r e d  " p r o d u c t i v e "  t o  " o r n a m e n t a l ” women- The
u n d e r l y i n g  a s s u m p t i o n ,  c f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  two r o l e s  a r e
i n c o m p a t i b l e ,  t h a t  a wosan  mus t  g i v e  up t h e  homely  d u t i e s  o f
k i t c h e n  and b a r n y a r d  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  r e f i n e m e n t s  o f  t h e
p a r l o u r -  C o n s i d e r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  n u r s e r y  rhyme :
Cur l y  l o c k s ,  c u r l y  l o c k s ,  w i l t  t h o u  be mine?
Thou s h a l t  n o t  wash d i s h e s  n o r  y e t  f e e d  t h e  s w i n e ,
But s i t  on a c u s h i o n  and sew a f i n e  s eam ,
And f e e d  upon s t r a w b e r r i e s ,  s u g a r  and  c r e a m .
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Curly l o c k s ,  f i n e  n e e d l e w o r k ,  and s t r a w b e r r i e s  t y p i f y  t h e  
d e c o r a t i v e  f r i v o l i t y  c o n v e y e d  i n  t h e  p h r a s e  " p r e t t y  
gentlewoman™" The p r o m i s e  which  j i n g l e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  n u r s e r y  
rhyme d i s m a y e d  m o r a l i s t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  i n  
t he  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  c o m m e r c i a l  e x p a n s i o n  a l t e r e d  t h e  
m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  of  l i f e ™
P r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r i e s  f rom n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  documen t  
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  new r e f i n e m e n t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
between 1670 and  1730™ l a b l e  l i n e n s  m u l t i p l i e d ,  f o r k s  
appea red  where none  h a d  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e ,  r ooms  became  c row ded  
wi th  c h a i r s ,  and  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  c f  l a c k i n g  g l a s s e s  i n c r e a s e d  
t e n f o l d .  { s ee  T a b l e  I )  Had p r i m p i n g  and  c r i m p i n g ,  c h a t t i n g  
and t e a  d r i n k i n g  r e p l a c e d  t h e  homely  d u t i e s  o f  k i t c h e n  an d  
yard?  Had i n d u s t r i o u s  h o u s e w i v e s ,  l i k e  " c u r l y  l o c k s "  i n  t h e  
n u r s e r y  rhyme ,  g i v e n  up t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  work and  become 
o r n a m e n ta l ?  Not  s o .  The m i s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  h o u s e s  
in e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d  were  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  a nd  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  l e i s u r e  and  i n  t h e  
o r n a m e n t a t i o n  of  p r i v a t e  s p a c e s .  But  s o  we re  s i l v e r s m i t h s ,  
u p h o l s t e r e r s ,  j a p a n n e r s ,  and p a i n t e r s .  No o n e  had  y e t  
c a l l e d  them o r n a m e n t a l .  Fo r  a few women t h e  f o c u s  of  
h u s w i f e r y  s h i f t e d ,  b u t  f a r  a l m o s t  a l l  women,  t h e  Buie  o f  
I n d u s t r y  p r e v a i l e d -
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A c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c f  d a i l y  work i n  t h e  d i a r y  of  one  
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  g e n t l e w o m a n  shows how t h e m e s  o f  g e n t i l i t y  
i n t e r m e s h e d  w i t h  i n d u s t r i o u s  h o u s e k e e p i n g  e v e n  f c r  women 
near  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  p o l i t e  s o c i e t y  i n  a c o m m e r c i a l  t own-  
iflary V i a l  H o l yo ke  was  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a E o s t o n  m e r c h a n t  and  
t h e  w i f e  c f  a Sa l em g e n t l e m a n ,  Edward A u g u s t u s  H o l y o k e ,  a 
c a s u a l  v e r s i f i e r  and  s e r i c u s  p h y s i c i a n  who was a member o f  
the t o w n ’ s e c o n o m i c  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e - [ 3 ]  The H o l y o k e s  
j o i n e d  t h e  b a r b e c u e s ,  d a n c e s ,  t e a s ,  and  " t u r t l e s ” o f  t h e  
Essex Coun ty  g e n t r y ,  y e t  e a c h  c f  t h e  f o u r  m a j o r  h o u s e k e e p i n g  
r o l e s  i s  c l e a r l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  Mary*s  d i a r y ,  a s  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  
of  e n t r i e s  f r o m  t h e  1 7 6 0 *s shows :
S e r v i c e  and  a a i n t e n a n e e : “ H a s h e d - "  “I r o n e d "  " S c o u r e d  
p e w t e r . "  " Sco we red  r o o m s - "  " S c o u r e d  f u r n i t u r e  B r a s s e d  S 
pu t  up t h e  C h i n t z  bed S hung p i c t u r e s . "  " B u r n t  5 
C h i m n i e s . " "Opened  c a s k  c f  B i s c u i t . "  “ Began a B a r r e l  o f  
f l o u r - "  "Began upon 22 l b  o f  c h o c o l a t e - "  " E r e s s e d  a C a l v e s  
Head t u r t l e  f a s h i o n - "
A g r i c u l t u r e : "Sowd s w e e t  m a r j o r a m - "  "Sowed 
p e a s e - "  "Sowed c o l l e t l o w e r . " "Sowed 6 w [ e e ] k s  
b e a n s . "  " P u l l e d  f i r s t  r a d i s h e s - "  “ S e t  c u t  t u r n i p s  & 
s t u m p s - "  “Cu t  36 a s p a r a g u s ,  f i r s t  c u t t i n g  h e r e . "  " Bou gh t  
11 Ducks - "  "Hen b e g a n  t o  s e t . "  " E o u g h t  a p i g  t o  k e e p ,  
weighed 12 1 /2  l b . "  " E o u g h t  o f  Hm H i l l i a m s  a Doe 
r a b b i t .  .  - s h e  b r o u g h t  f c r t h  6 young o n e s  3 o f  which  d i e d - "
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Manuf a c t u r i n g : " K i l l d  t h e  p i g ,  w e i gh ed  164 l b .  A e t a t u s  
11 m o n t h s . "  " S a l t  P o r k ,  p u t  Eacon i n  E i c k l e . ” " P u t  Bacon
up c h i m n e y . "  " P u t  B e e f  i n  P i c k l e . " " P r e s e r v e d  g u i n c e s .
Made s y r u p  o f  c o r e s  and  p a r i n g s . "  "Hade  two B a r r e l s  o f  
Soap . "  " F i l l e d  B e d . "  "Hade m e a d . "  " B o t t l e d  w i n e ,  6 
doz . "  " P r e s e r v e d  Damson,  a week t o o  l a t e . "  "Made t h e  D r .  
s i x  c r a v a t a  marked H - " " Q u i l t e d  2 [ p e t t i  ] C o a t s  s i n c e  
y e s t e r d a y  11 oC lo xk  A.M."  "Made 5 S h i r t s  i n  a  f o r t n i g h t  f o r  
ye D o c t o r ,  B e s i d e s  o t h e r  t h i n g s . "
T r a d e : " B o u g h t  s a l m o n . "  "B ou gh t  t e a  1 l h . " " L a i d  i n  
77 l b s .  c f  b u t t e r  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r  i n  N o v e m b e r . "  " E o u g h t  9 
l b .  C a n d l e s . "  " B o u g h t  s h e e t s . "  " B o u g h t  B e n g a l i  gown,  
p l a t e s  and C r u e t s . "  " B o u g h t  a B a i z e  C c a t . "  " F i r s t  b e g a n
to  t a k e  mi lk  a t  J n o .  F e l t ,  3 p i n t s  p e r  D a y . "  " E o u g h t  
l i n n e n  f o r  t h e  D o c t o r . " [ 4  ]
The  d i a r y  shows  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  c f  common c h o r e s  i n  a 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  Sa lem h o u s e h o l d  o f  t h e  m i d - e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y -  
I f  n o t h i n g  e l s e ,  i t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
house m ig h t  s i m p l y  mean mere  work f o r  t h e  h o u s e k e e p e r .  Mary 
Holyoke washed  and i r o n e d ,  b u t  she  a l s o  p o l i s h e d  b r a s s e s  and  
hung p i c t u r e s .  Even i n  t h i s  u r b a n  s e t t i n g ,  s h e  was 
i n t e n s e l y  i n v o l e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e -  I n  o n e  y e a r  s h e  c u t  1836 
heads o f  a s p a r a g r a s  f r c n  May 10 u n t i l  J u n e  10 !  She d i d  n o t  
i n d i c a t e  w h e t h e r  s h e  s e r v e d  i t ,  s o l d  i t ,  p i c k l e d  i t ,  g a v e  i t  
away, o r  b u r i e d  i t  i n  t h e  c e l l a r  i n  a c r o c k  o f  c l a r i f i e d
b u t t e r  as  one  a n c i e n t  c o o k b o o k  r e c a n m e n d e d . [ 5 ]  Bu t  sh e  was 
o b v i o u s l y  p roud  o f  h e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y -  Her  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  
ba rnya rd  a n i m a l s  i s  p e r h a p s  more s u r p r i s i n g .  She  d i d  n o t  
keep a cow, b u t  s h e  f o u n d  i t  p r o f i t a b l e  t c  r a i s e  h e r  own 
pork a s  we l l  a s  p o u l t r y  and  r a b b i t s .  S u r p l u s  f r u i t ,  l a r g e  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  m e a t ,  a n d  e x c e s s  f a t  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  s h e  would  
be a m a n u f a c t u r e r  a s  w e l l .  Her  au tum n  s c h e d u l e  i n c l u d e d  
many o f  t h e  t a s k s  common t o  r u r a l  women a h u n d r e d  y e a r s  
b e f o r e .  E e c a u s e  s h e  l i v e d  i n  a s e a p o r t ,  s h e  c o u l d  p u r c h a s e  
p r o v i s i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  some i t e m s  o f  c l o t h i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  
abundance  o f  c o n s u m e r  g o o d s  s i m p l y  c r e a t e d  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  
w i thou t  r e a l l y  r e l i e v i n g  h e r  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  She 
p u r ch a se d  gowns an d  s h e e t s ,  b u t  s h e  a l s o  s t i t c h e d  h e r  
h u s b a n d ' s  s h i r t s  and  e m b r o i d e r e d  h i s  c r a v a t s .
Mary V i a l  H o l y o k e  was a " g o o d  h o u s e w i f e . "  She
u n do u b t ed ly  h a d  s e r v a n t s ,  y e t  t h e  fo rm  o f  e n t r y  i n  h e r  d i a r y
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  s h e  c o n s i d e r e d  s c o u r i n g ,  s a l t i n g ,
p l a n t i n g ,  p l a i n  s e w i n g ,  and i r o n i n g  a s  h e r  work w h e t h e r  sh e
took e v e r y  s t i t c n  o r  c o v e r e d  e v e r y  s e e d  h e r s e l f .  She was
a l s o  a " p r e t t y  g e n t l e w o m a n . "  She d i d  n o t  s p i n ,  an d  s h e
f r e q u e n t l y  s a t  a t  t e a  w i t h  f r i e n d s .  C l e a r l y  t h e  two r o l e s
which were  s e t  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  F r a n k l i n ' s  l e t t e r  t o  h i s
s i s t e r  J a n e  were g u i t e  c o m p a t i b l e  i n  r e a l  l i f e .  P r e t t y
«
gent lewomen s i m p l y  r e f i n e d  t h e  s k i l l s  wh i ch  a l l  good 
housewives  s h a r e d .  To a knowl ed ge  o f  p l a i n  s e w in g  and
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common c o o k e r y ,  t h e y  a d d e d  a c o n c e r n  f o r  g r a c e  and  s t y l e -  
Mary Ho lyoke  was a g e n t l e w o m a n  n o t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  s h e  had  wine 
and s i l v e r  on h e r  t a b l e  h u t  b e c a u s e  s h e  was i n t e r e s t e d  
enough i n  t h e  f i n e  p o i n t s  c f  c o c k i n g  t o  " d r e s s ” a  c a l f  *s 
head " t u r t l e  f a s h i o n ” r a t h e r  t h a n  s i a p l y  d r o p  i t  i n t o  t h e  
pot -  He r  g e n t i l i t y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  s h e  wou l d  s p e n d  a t  l e a s t  
some of  h e r  t i m e  u p d a t i n g  and  r e m o d e l i n g  h e r  c l o t h i n g ,  t h a t  
she  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  s e n d  a p i e c e  o f  s i l k  t c  E n g l a n d  t o  be  
dyed and  " w a t e r ’d w i t h  l a r g e  w a t e r , "  and  t h a t  whe would  know 
how t o  monogram a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s t r u c t  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s  s c a r v e s .
E m b e l l i s h m e n t -  R e t i r e m e n t .  P o l i s h -  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  k e y  
m o t i f s -  A g en t l ew o m a n  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d  
knew how to  pen l e t t e r s ,  c a s t  up h o u s e h o l d  a c c o u n t s ,  and  
em b r o i d e r  i n  s i l k  a nd  wool-  She  c u l t i v a t e d  r o s e s  a s  w e l l  a s  
c abb ag es ,  m a n u f a c t u r e d  s w e e t  s e a t s  a s  w e l l  a s  b a c o n ,  a n d ,  i f  
she were  a d v a n c e d ,  s h e  nay o c c a s i o n a l l y  ha ve  p e r u s e d  a 
volume of  P a r a d i s e  L o s t  o r  The S p e c t a t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  r e a d i n g  
d a i l y  i n  her  B i b l e -  She was d i s t i r g u i s h e d  f r c m  common 
house wive s— a s  g e n t l e w o m e n  i n  New E n g la n d  ha d  a l w a y s  
been— by s p e c i a l i z e d  s k i l l s ,  a  more c o m p le x  s e t t i n g ,  a w i d e r  
a r e a  o f  a u t h o r i t y  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  by an 
a t t i t u d e ,  an  e n l a r g e d  s e n s e  o f  h e r  own w o r t h -
U r s u l a  C u t t ,  a  New H a m ps h i r e  widow who d i e d  i n  A u g u s t  
o f  1694,  was a ge n t l ew o m a n  n e t  c n l y  by v i t r t u e  o f  w e a l t h  and 
he r  l a t e  h u s b a n d ’ s h i g h  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  b u t
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because  o f  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g s  she  k e p t  i n  a c h e s t  o f  d r a w e r s  
i n  h e r  P o r t s m o u t h  h o u s e .  Her p r o b a t e  i n v e n t o r y  a l l o w s  us  t o  
rummage aaong  h e r  b e l o n g i n g s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  i m a g i n a t i o n .  I n  
t he  up p e r  d r a w e r  o f  h e r  c h e s t  was a a o u n t e d  " p i n  g u i s h i n g "  
{cushion)  w i t h  i t s  own l i t t l e  d r a w e r  b e n e a t h  c o n t a i n i n g  
s i l v e r  t h i m b l e s  and  a n  E n g l i s h  h a l f  c rowne -  Twelve  do zen  
s i l v e r  and  g o l d  b r e a s t  b u t t o n s ,  a s p o o n ,  a p a i r  o f  " a g g e t  
p e n d e n t s , "  and  r e m n a n t s  c f  s t i t c h i n g  a n d  s ewi ng  s i l k  were  
kep t  b e s i d e  i t .  P e r h a p s  t h e  s i l k  had  been  u s e d  f o r  t h e  
" f i n e  wro ug h t  C o v e r i n g s  f o r  C u s h i n s  n o t  made up"  wh ich  we re  
l i s t e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  h e r  h o u s e .  H e r  s e co nd  d r a w e r  a l s o  h e l d  
j ew e l ry  (a  n e c k l a c e  o f  " s a a l e  Seed  p e r l e "  a n d  f o u r  g o l d  
r i ngs )  p i c s  seme o f  h e r  b e s t  " w e a r i n g  l i n e n , "  c a m b r i c k  
a p ro n s ,  f i n e  s l e e v e s ,  c a p s  and  n e c k e r c h i e f s .  I t  may ha v e  
been a w h i l e  s i n c e  s h e  had  s o r t e d  t c  t h e  b o t t o m  of  t h i s  
drawer— h e r  o l d  " k n i t t  w a s c o t "  was c l e a r l y  "mo th  e a t e n , "  
though s t i l l  wo r th  t e n  s h i l l i n g s .  i n  t h e  t h i r d  d r a w e r  we re  
r emnan t s  o f  o l d  s i l k  and s e v e r a l  s n a i l  s w a t c h e s  of  s i l v e r  
l a c e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h a t  which t r im m e d  h e r  b l u e  s a t i n  
p e t t i c o a t .  The f o u r t h  d r a w e r  was s t u f f e d  w i t h  c l o t h  and  
c l o t h i n g  c f  a l l  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  f rom a l e n g t h  o f  homespun wool  
t o  "one T u f t e d  h o l l a n d  C l oak  wi th  s i l v e r  C l a s p s . " A r e d  
baby b l a n k e t  and a t i n y  c l c a k  l i n e d  w i t h  s i l k  may h a v e  b e e n  
s e n t i m e n t a l  k e e p s a k e s .  The o b v i o u s  l u x u r y  i m p l i e d  by t h i s  
a s s em b lage  o f  f a b r i c s  a n d  t r i n k e t s  s h o u l d  n o t  m i s l e a d  u s .
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M i s t r e s s  C u t t  was k i l l e d  by I n d i a n s  w h i l e  h a y i n g  on h e r  
Dover f  a r  m. [ 6 ]
C l o t h i n g  ha d  a l w a y s  be en  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  g e n t r y -  
sump tua ry  l a w s ,  a imed  a t  s u p p r e s s i n g  " e x c e s s ” i n  a p p a r e l l ,  
made e x c e p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  q u a l i t y ,  f o r  whom g o l d  a nd  s i l v e r  
l a c e ,  k n o t s  o f  r i b b o n ,  s i l k  h o o d s ,  and e m b r o i d e r e d  " b a n d s "  
( c o l l a r s )  w e re  l e g i t i n a t e  b a d g e s  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n . [ 7  ] Though 
a f i s h e r m a n ' s  w i f e  m ig h t  p u l l  cn a  k e r s e y  p e t t i c o a t  and  l a c e  
a l e a t h e r  b o d i c e  o v e r  h e r  c o a r s e  l i n e n  s h i f t ,  a g e n t l e m a n ' s  
wi fe  would  own " c o a t s "  o f  damask  o r  s a t i n  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  wool 
and h e r  b c ne d  b o d i c e  m i g h t  be  o f  f l o w e r e d  s i l k -  She m i g h t  
be as t h r i f t y  a s  any  o t h e r  h o u s e w i f e ,  t h o u g h  t h e  t o p  c r u s t  
of  he r  " l u m b e r "  ( g i t l e t )  p i e  c o u l d  be  o r n a m e n t e d  wi th  a 
d e c o r a t i v e  v e n t -  Such s i m p l e  r e f i n e m e n t s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h e r  
from t h e  common s o r t .
Even t h e  g r a n d e s t  g e n t l e w c n a n  w c t l d  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
the p o u l t r y  y a r d ,  t h o u g h  h e r  home r e m e d i e s  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  
peacock a s  w e l l  a s  c h i c k e n  d u n g ,  a nd  s h e  would p r o b a b l y  h av e  
a f o r m u la  f o r  r e m o v i n g  f r e c k l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  c u r i n g  
s t omachache -  Any w i f e  c o u l d  b o i l  b e e f -  & g e n t l e w o m a n  c o u l d  
a l s o  make c a t s u p  f ro m  w i l d  mushrooms  and  c o n s e r v e  f rom  
garden r o s e s  (one o l d  r e c i p e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h r e e  po un d s  o f  
suga r  f o r  e v e r y  pound o f  p e t a l s  s n i p p e d  and  pounded  i n  a 
mortar)  ,  and b e tw e e n  t h e  c a r e f u l l y  ma rke d  l i n e n s  i n  h e r  c a s e  
of d r a w e r s ,  s h e  would t u c k  " s w e e t  b a g s "  f i l l e d  w i t h  h e r b s
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and s p i c e s -  A f t e r  a m o r n in g  i n  t h e  a s p a r a g r a s  p a t c h ,  a 
t r u l y  p r e t t y  g e n t l e w o a a n  n i g h t  s p o n g e  h e r s e l f  w i t h  a m i x t u r e  
of  whi te  s i n e  and  r o s e  w a t e r  t o  r em ov e  t h e  " s t e n c h  u n d e r  t h e  
Armholes-  "[ 8 J
She  would ha ve  a c q u i r e d  t h e s e  a r t s  by  wo rk ing  a l o n g s i d e  
a w e l l - p o l i s h e d  dame ,  f i r s t  h e r  own m o t h e r  b u t  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  
a number o f  o t h e r  women a s  w e l l ,  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a  s k i l l e d  
n e i g h b o r ,  who m ig h t  h e l p  h e r  t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  s t i t c h e s  on t h e  
c r o s s - s t i t c h  " m a r k i n g  s a m p l e r "  which  would  be t h e  e a r l i e s t  
p rod uc t  o f  h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  and f i n a l l y ,  i f  sh e  were 
f o r t u n a t e ,  a ge n t l e w o ma n  c f  B o s t o n ,  a woman l i k e  E l i x a b e t h  
O l i v e r ,  p e r h a p s ,  who would i n t r o d u c e  h e r  t o  p o l i t e  s o c i e t y  
as we l l  a s  i n i t i a t e  h e r  i n t o  t h e  a d v a n c e d  s k i l l s  of  f a n c y  
work, c o o k e r y ,  and  l e t t e r s . [ 9 ]  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  M i s t r e s s  O l i v e r ,  a g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  one  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  g o v e r n o r  and t h e  s i s t e r  o f  a n o t h e r ,  k e p t  a 
home r enowned a s  a " N u r s e r y  b o t h  o f  G e n t e e l  and  V i r t u o u s  
A c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . "  H e re  t h e  d a u g h t e r s  o f  c o u n t r y  m i n i s t e r s  
o r  c i t y  m e r c h a n t s  m i g h t  c c a e  f o r  " t h e  p e r f e c t i n g  of  t h e i r  
E d u c a t i o n . "  The m o s t  f a m ou s  o f  h e r  p u p i l s  was Mary H u r s t ,  
the  o r p h a n e d  g r a n d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  d i a r e s t  Sa m ue l  S e w a l l .  At  
s i x t e e n  Mary began  h o a r d i n g  a t  t h e  O l i v e r  heme,  a c q u i r i n g  
t h e  s k i l l s  and  t h e  o u t l o o k  which  would s e r v e  h e r  l a t e r  a s  
l ady  P e p p e r r e l l  o f  K i t t e r y  P o i n t . [ 9 ]
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In  B o s t o n  a y o u n g  waan had a c c e s s  t o  p r i v a t e  t u t o r s  and  
t e a c h e r s  c f  n e e d l e w o r k ,  waxwork,  d a n c i n g ,  o r  m u s i c .  An 
ex tended  s t a y  i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i s  would  s e n d  h e r  home t o  
Andover o r  K i t t e r y  o r  Ne wi u ry  w i th  new i d e a s ,  new 
a c q u a i n t a n c e s ,  and  new e v i d e n c e  o f  h e r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s — a 
q u i l l w o r k  s c o n c e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a t u f t e d  h e d r u g ,  o r  an 
e l a b o r a t e  f r ame d  p i c t u r e  worked i n  t e n f e t i t c h  on 
c a n v a s . [ 1 1 ]  N e e d l e w o r k ,  l i k e  f i n e  f u r n i t u r e ,  m i g h t  p a s s  
from m o th e r  t o  d a u g h t e r ,  c a r r y i n g  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  
a c h i ev e m e n t  f r o m  one g e n e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  o t h e r -  I n  S e p t e m b e r  
o f  1750,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  an  e i g h t y - e i g h t - y e a r - o l d  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  
E l i z a b e t h  A p p l e t o n  o f  I p s w i c h ,  w r o t e  a  l e t t e r  o f  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  M a r g a r e t  H o l y o k e ,  who had  r e c e t n l y  
m a r r i e d .  " I  h e a r  you h a v e  g o t  a good Husband and  p l e n t y  o f  
t h e  good t h i n g s  o f  t h i s  l i f e , "  she  b e g a n ,  c o u n s e l i n g  h e r  
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  n o t  t c  s e t  h e r  h e a r t  t c o  much upon t h e  t h i n g s  
of  t he  wor ld  b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  hope  t h a t  
she had r e c i e v e d  " t h e  c h a i r s  I  l e n t  y o u r  d e a r  m o t h e r  and  
some o t h e r  good t h i n g s  s h e  hac  and h e r  work t h e  c o a t  o f  
a r m s . " [ 1 2 ]  M i s t r e s s  H o l y o k e * s  " c o a t  o f  a rm s "  v a l i d a t e d  b o t h  
t he  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  and  t h e  s k i l l  o f  t h e  m ak e r .
Though n e e d l e w o r k  and e t h e r  c r a f t s  were i m p o r t a n t  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
t h e r e  were new i n t e r e s t s  t o  d i s t r a c t  t h e  young  ge n t l ew o m e n  
o f  c o a s t a l  New E n g l a n d .  At  m i d c e n t u x y ,  a  B o s t o n  e n g r a v e r
160
named J o h n  Greenwood  p a i n t e d  t h e  women o f  h i s  f a m i l y  w i t h  a 
volume o f  The  S p e c t a t o r  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  a l e n g t h  of  
f l a m e - s t i t c h  e m b r o i d e r y . £ 13] E n g l i s h  p e r i o d i c a l s  and  n o v e l s  
o f f e r e d  e d i f i c a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  d i v e r s i o n .  I n  1 7 2 8 ,  t h e  
f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  a t  E en na coo k  c a r r i e d  " E i g h t  h o o k s  t i t l e d  t h e  
S p e c t a t o r "  i n t o  t h e  Mew H a m ps h i r e  w i l d e r n e s s . [ 1 4  ] Lady 
P e p p e r r e l l  o f  K i t t e r y  s eems  t c  have  p r e f e r r e d  s e r m o n s ,  b u t  
he r  son  Andrew owned s e v e r a l  v o l u m e s  o f  t h e  Fe m a le  S p e c t a t o r  
by E l i z a  Heywood,  a f e m a l e  i m i t a t o r  o f  A d d i s o n .  Heywood*s  
nove l  The V i r t u o u s  V i l l a g e r  amused  M a r g a r e t  Ho ly oke  and  h e r  
b r o t h e r  Edward A u g u s t u s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1747-  " P e g g y "  was 
as i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a s  " ' g u s t u s "  and  s o m e t i m e s  
answered h i s  v e r s e  e p i s t l e s  w i t h  r h y m es  o f  h e r  o w n . [ 1 5 ]
The most  p o p u l a r  c f  t h e  E n g l i s h  a u t h o r s  was Samuel  
R i c h a r d s o n ,  whose  P a m e l a  was a b e s t - s e l l i n g  volume  a t  a 
Boston bock a u c t i o n  i n  1744 .  E i c h a r d s o n ' s  s t o r y  of  t h e  
c o u n t r y  maid who r e s i s t e d  h e r  m a s t e r  u n t i l  he  made h e r  h i s  
Lady m i g h t  ha v e  a r o u s e d  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  s e r v a n t  
g i r l s — had t h e y  b e e n  a b l e  t o  r e a d -  I n  New E n g l a n d ,  
B i c h a r d s o r ' s  n o v e l s  were  c o n s i d e r e d  f i t  f a r e  f o r  young  
gent l ewomen.  P a m e l a  was a f t e r  a l l  no common m a i d ,  b u t  a 
s k i l l e d  s e a m s t r e s s  and  penwcman whose s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  
househo ld  o f  a  l a d y  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  many o f  t h e  r e f i n e m e n t s  
she  would  need  a s  a m i s t r e s s .  Hhen a n e i g h b o r  l e n t  t he  
nove l  t o  E b e n e z e r  P a r k m a n ' s  d a u g h t e r ,  he p i c k e d  i t  up an d
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read i t  t h r o u g h *  As a  m i n i s t e r ,  he  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  " t h e s e  
s o r t  o f  Books a r e  i n d e e d  t c  be  r e a d  S p a r i n g l y , "  b u t  he  
agr eed  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  hav e  seme u t i l i t y  f o r  "Such  a s  a r e  
b red  i n  t h e  C o u n t r y  S c a n t  be  a f f o r d e d  t o  l i v e  a t  B o a r d i n g  
Sch oo l s .  " [  17 ] P a m e l a ' s  v i r t u e s — an d  h e r  e p i s t o l a r y  
s t y l e — were  w o r t h  i m i t a t i n g  i n  an a g e  when l e t t e r  w r i t i n g ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  a r t  o f  p e n m a n s h i p ,  was be com ing  an 
i m p o r t a n t  emblem o f  g e n t i l i t y .  By t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  g i r l s  l i k e  Eeggy Ho lyo ke  we re  l e a r n i n g  
to  g u i d e  t h e i r  p e n s  w i t h  a l m o s t  a s  much a s s u r a n c e  a s  t h e i r  
b r o t h e r s . [ 1 3 ]
Such a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  may h a v e  been  l e s s  p r a c t i c e d  a f t e r  
m a r r i a g e ,  h ow e ve r ,  f o r  t h e  a c s t  n o t a b l e  s k i l l  o f  t h e  p r e t t y  
gent lewoman was n e i t h e r  e m b r o i d e r i n g  on c a n v a s  n o r  c o m p o s in g  
charming l e t t e r s  b u t  managing  an e s t a b l i s h m e n t  which  by 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s t a n d a r d s  i n c l u d e d  a l a r g e  s t a f f  and  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  b u d g e t .  The h o u s e s  o f  t h e  g e n t r y  were a s  
i m p r e s s i v e  a s  most  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
America and  f c r  good  r e a s o n -  E a l l s  and d i n n e r s ,  t e a s  and  
b a rb e cu e s  f r e q u e n t l y  s e r v e d  p o l i t i c a l  and  b u s i n e s s  a s  w e l l  
as s o c i a l  e n d s .  A l t h o u g h  h u s b a n d s  u n d o u b t e d l y  a c t e d  a s  
o v e r s e e r s  o f  a c c o u n t s ,  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  g r a n d e e s  l i k e  
Wil l iam P e p p e r r e l l ,  A r c h i b a l d  M a c p h a e d r i s ,  E e n j a m i n  Ly nd e ,  
Wi l l iam Brown,  o r  B e n n in g  Wentwor th  were  t o o  much i n v o l v e d  
i n  o u t s i d e  a f f a i r s  t o  ha ve  c c t c e r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  d ay
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t o  day r u n n i n g  of  a h o u s e -  T h a t  t a s k  b e l o n g e d  t o  w i v e s ,  who 
wi th  a s t a f f  o f  f a r m e r ’ s  d a u g h t e r s ,  West  I n d i a n  s l a v e s ,  and  
n e i g h b o r ’ s  c h i l d r e n  t u r n e d  c u t  f i n e  d i n n e r s  and  g r a c i o u s  
’’e n t e r t a i n m e n t s ” so  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p u b l i c  l i f e  and  so  c a s u a l l y  
no t ed  i n  t h e  d i a r i e s  c f  g e n t l e m e n - [ 1 9  ] Whi l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  
was s t i l l  i n  camp a t  L o u i s b u r g  a f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  s e i g e  o f  
t h e  F r e n c h  f o r t r e s s ,  Mary P e p p e r r e l l  w o r r i e d  w h e t h e r  he  was 
keep ing  a " g e n e r a l ’ s  t a b l e - ” W i t h o u t  a  w i f e ,  a g e n t l e m a n  
n ig h t  f o r g e t  t h e  s m a l l  r i t u a l s  which r a t i f i e d  o r  e r o d e d  
one ’ s p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s  h e i r a r c h a l  s o c i e t y - [ 2 0 ]
" C u r l y  l o c k s ,  c u r l y  l o c k s ,  w i l t  t h o u  be  mine?. /  Thou 
s h a l t  n o t  wash d i s h e s  n c r  y e t  f e e d  t h e  s w i n e - "  Cur  f i r s t  
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  po se d  i n  t h e  n u r s e r y  rhyme mus t  
be a s i m p l e  d e n i a l .  To " s i t  on a c u s h i o n  an d  sew a f i n e  
seam” r e q u i r e d  more t h a n  s k i l l  w i t h  a n e e d l e -  A l t h o u g h  
w e a l t h  e l i m i n a t e d  seme t a s k s ,  i t  b r o u g h t  o t h e r s  which w i t h i n  
t h e i r  own s e t t i n g  were j u s t  a s  f u n c t i o n a l ,  j u s t  a s  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  s u r v i v a l .  A p r e t t y  g e n t l e o w m a n  m i g h t  " f e e d  upon 
s t r a w b e r r i e s "  ( and  o l i v e s  c f  b e e f  an d  c a l v e s - h e a d  j e l l y ! )  
but  n o t  w i t h o u t  e f f o r t .
We c a n n o t  so  s u m m a r i l y  d i s m i s s  t h e  commments o f  men 
l i k e  F r a n k l i n ,  howeve r -  We h a v e  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e  a r a t h e r  
s t a t i c  r o l e ,  one  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  i n  1650 a s  i n  1750 an d  which  
a p p ea re d  i n  c o u n t r y  t o w n s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r s -  
O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e r e  were  wide  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  " g e n t i l i t y "  a s  i t
163
was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  l i v e s  o f  New E n g la n d  women- S e t t i n g  
was one  s o u r c e  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .  When t h e  f i r s t  S c o t c h - I r i s h  
s e t t l e r s  a r r i v e d  a t  Wes t  S u n n i n g  B r o o k  i n  New H a m p s h i r e  i n  
1719, a man named J o h n  M o r r i s o n  s u p p o s e d l y  l o o k e d  o v e r  h i s  
l and  and  c o n f i d e d  t o  h i s  w i f e  t h a t  he  i m a g i n e d  t h e i r  h o u s e  
would have  t o  be o f  l «"gs ,  l i k e  a l l  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r s .
"Awell ,  a w e l l ,  d e a r  J o h n , ” s h e  r e p o r t e d l y  a n s w e r e d ,  " an  i t  
maun be a l og  h o u s e ,  do make i t  a  l o g  h e e g h e r  n o r  t h e  l a v e ” 
(h igher  t h a n  t h e  r e s t ) . [ 2 1 ]  M i s t r e s s  M o r r i s o n  u n d e r s t o o d  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  g e n t i l i t y  i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d .  I t  was n o t  
what one had o r  e v e n  what  on e  d i d  wh ich  m a t t e r e d  so  much a s  
o n e ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  n e i g h b o r s .  & woman who 
va lu e d  h e r s e l f  and wh t  managed t o  n o t c h  up h e r  m a t e r i a l  
s e t t i n g  ” a l o g  h e e g h e r  n c r  t h e  l a v e ” m ig h t  become a 
gent lewoman.  The g e n t i l i t y  o f  B e s t  R un n i ng  Brook  was n o t  
t he  g e n t i l i t y  o f  P o r t s m o u t h ,  o f  c o u r s e .  flt t h e  v e r y  same 
t ime t h a t  M i s t r e s s  M o r r i s o n  was n e s t i n g  i n  a  t e m p o r a r y  l o g  
house ,  M i s t r e s s  S a r a h  M a c p h a e d i s ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  a P i s c a t ' a g u a  
m erc han t ,  was g r e e t i n g  g u e s t s  on D a n i e l  S t r e e t  i n  a 
f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  m ans ion  f i l l e d  w i t h  E n g l i s h  f u r n i t u r e  and  
s t a f f e d  by s l a v e s . [ 2 2 ]  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  M i s t r e s s  M a c p h a e d r i s ,  
M i s t r e s s  M o r r i s o n  m i g h t  l o o k  l i k e  a good h o u s e w i f e ;  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  h e r  n e i g h b o r s  sh e  mig h t  hav e  seemed a " p r e t t y  
gent l ewoman.  "
1 6 4
A s e c o n d  v a r i a b l e  was r e l i g i o n -  T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  i n  
New En g la nd  P u r i t a n i s m  t c  deny t h e  b e t t e r  s o r t  t h e i r  f i n e  
house s ,  s i l k ,  p e t t i c o a t s ,  and  e m b r o i d e r e d  c u s h i o n s  ( a f t e r  a l l  
God had g i v e n  su c h  f o l k s  a s c e n d a n c y  and e x p e c t e d  t hem t o  
m a i n t a i n  i t  f o r  t h e  g c c d  c f  s o c i e t y ) ,  b u t  a n j  r e l i g i o n  which 
a s s e r t s  t h e  p r i m a c y  o f  s p i r i t  e v e r  f l e s h ,  which  e m p h a s i z e s  
p e r s o n a l  f i e t y ,  an d  wh ich  a t t a c h e s  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  
t h e  s i n  o f  p r i d e ,  w i l l  r e v e r b e r a t e  i n  m a t e r i a l  l i f e -  A poem 
which Ann B r a d s t r e e t  w r c t e  a f t e r  h e r  h o u s e  was b u r n e d  
e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  a m b i v a l e n c e  o f  one  w e a l t h y  and  p i o u s  New 
England g e n t l e w om a n-  As s h e  p a s s e d  t h e  r u i n s  o f  h e r  o n c e  
b e a u t i f u l  home, s h e  t h o u g h t  o f  a l l  t h e  " p l e a s a n t  t h i n g s "  s h e  
had l o s t .  "H e r e  s t o o d  t h a t  T r u n k ,  and  t h e r e  t h a t  c h e s t ; /  
There l a y  t h a t  s t o r e  I  c o u n t e d  b e s t . "  Even a s  s h e  l i n g e r e d  
over  h e r  n e m o r i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e r  h e a r t  c h i d e d  h e r  f o r  f i x i n g  
her  hopes  on " m o u l d r i n g  d u s t , "  when h e r  r e a l  mans ion  s t o o d  
above.
T h e r ? s w e a l t h  e n o u g h ,  I  n e e d  no  more ;
F a r e w e l l  my P e l f ,  f a r e w e l  ay S t o r e .
The wor ld  no l o n g e r  l e t  me l o v e .
My hope  and  T r e a s u r e  l y e s  A b o v e . [2 3  ]
A woman who c o n s i d e r e d  e a r t h l y  p o s s s e s s i o n s  a s  " P e l f "  m i g h t  
f i x  h e r  a t t e n t i o n  on n e c e s s a r y  d u t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  on 
d e c o r a t i v e  r e f i n e m e n t s ,  u n l e s s  c f  c o u r s e  t h e s e  r e f i n e m e n t s  
had r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  r e a d i n g  an d  w r i t i n g  may h a v e  
done.
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C o n s i d e r e d  a s  o p p o s i n g  t e n d e n c i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  
a b s o l u t e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  o f  "good h o u s e w i f e "  and 
" p r e t t y  g e n t l e w o m e n "  h a v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a l i d i t y  i n  n o r t h e r n  
New En g land -  The g e n t r y  were  j n s t  c l o s e  en ou g h  t o  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s  t o  f l a u n t  t h e i r  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  y e t  mos t  o f  them 
were n e a r  eno ug h  t o  m i d d l e  c l a s s  ( and o f t e n  P u r i t a n )  o r i g i n s  
t o  be a n x i o u s  a b o u t  t h e i r  own g e n t i l i t y .  The u n i g u e  
g e o g r a p h i c  and  r e l i g i o u s  i n h e r i t a n c e  o f  e a r l y  New E ng land  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  r c l e  c f  p r e t t y  g e n t l e w o m a n  would  a l w a y s  
be t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  i n s i s t e n t  demands  o f  i n d u s t r i o u s ~ - a n d  
p ious— h u s w i f e r y -
*  *  $
A u n i g ue  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s  f r om a m o t h e r  t o  h e r  
da ugh t e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  c f  s e t t i n g  i n  e a r l y  New 
England.  I t  a l s o  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  p o i n t  which we made i n  t h e  
l a s t  c h a p t e r  a b o u t  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  women i n  t h e  b i g  h o u s e s  
upon t h e  l a b o r  o f  youn g  d a u g h t e r s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d -  
E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  l i k e  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s o n  o f  
I p s w i c h ,  was t h e  w i f e  o f  t h e  mos t  p r o m i n e n t  man i n  h e r  town-  
H a t h a n i e l  S a l t o n s t a l l ,  l i k e  D a n i e l  D e n i s o n ,  was a m a g i s t r a t e  
and a m i l i t i a  commande r .  He was a l s c  t h e  so n  o f  cne  o f  t h e  
few t i t l e d  s e t t l e r s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , y e t  h i s  w i f e  had 
l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  g e n t e e l  p r e t e n s i o n s .  I n  t h e  1680*s ,  
H a v e r h i l l ,  u n l i k e  I p s w i c h ,  was s t i l l  a  f r o n t i e r  t o wn .  As 
l a t e  as 1708,  an a t t a c k  by F r e n c h  and  I n d i a n s  r e a c h e d  t h e
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meet ing ho u se  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e . .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  
was f a r  l e s s  c o m p a c t  t h a n  I p s w i c h  a nd  s e r v a n t  g i r l s  were 
even h a r d e r  t o  f i n d -  I n  t h e  w o r s t  s e a s o n s ,  i t  was h a r d  t o  
g e t  any  maid a t  a l l ,  n o t  e v e n  a g i r l  l i k e  S a r a h  R o p e r .
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  M i s t r e s s  S a l t o n s t a l l  was s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y
young and  e n e r g e t i c ,  and s h e  had b e e n  t r a i n e d  by  a s o b e r
mother  t o  v a l u e  good  h o u s e k e e p i n g  more t h a n  g e n t i l i t y -
S t i l l ,  s h e  knew t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  h e r  c l a s s -  When h e r
only d a u g h t e r ,  s i x t e e n - y e a r - o l d  E l i z a b e t h ,  had an
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a cc o mp a n y  h e r  f a t h e r  t o  B o s t o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g
of 1684,  she c o u l d  n o t  k e e p  h e r  a t  home- The  d a i r y  s e a s o n
was upon t hem,  t h e  g a r d e n  n e e d e d  p l a n t i n g ,  b u t  E l i z a b e t h
a l s o  n e e d e d  c u l t i v a t i o n -  1 ha l i t t l e  b o y s  were  s t i l l  a t
home, o f  c o u r s e ,  a nd  B e t s e y  Warner  was a good  maid-  But
w i t h i n  a few d a y s  o f  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  d e p a r t u r e ,  B e t s e y ’ s  m o t h e r
c a l l e d  h e r  home— t h e  f a a i l y  was s i c k  a nd  n e e d e d  h e l p -  " H e r e
i t  no t  t h a t  I  a ime  a t  y o u r  good I  s h o u l d  n o t  be w i l l i n g  t o
deny m y se l f  a s  I  d o , "  M i s t r e s s  S a l t o n s t a l l  w r o t e  h e r
d a u g h t e r  l a t e  i n  May, u r g i n g  h e r  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  t i m e  t h a t
had c o s t  he r  m o th e r  s o  d e a E l y .
I  h a v e  p u t  a l l  t h e  s i l k  I  c c u l d  f i n d  i n  a  box  and  
s e a t  i t  w i t h  y o u r  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  I n t r e a t  my c o z i n e  
C l a r k  i f  s h e  c a n  t o  p r o c u r e  you some s i l k -  We w i l l  
w i l l i n g l y  s a t i s f y  h e r  f o r  i t  and  f o r  h e r  p a i n e s  i n  
t e a c h i n g  you -  I t  would  be  a v e r y  g r e a t  t r o u b l e  t o  
me you s h o u l d  use  y o u r  p r e c i o u s  t i m e  o r  any way 
mi spend  i t .  C o n s i d e r  what  a p r e c i o u s  t a l e n t  t im e  
i s  and  what  a s t r i c t  a c c o u n t  you m u s t  a n o t h e r  day 
g i v e  f o r  i t . £  24 ]
I f  E l i z a b e t h  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  c h u r n i n g  i n  H a v e r h i l l ,
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she c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  s i t  on a c u s h i o n  i n  B o s t o n  and  l e a r n  t o  
e m b r o i d e r .
F i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  E l i z a b e t h  had m a r r i e d  a young  
m i n i s t e r  c f  I p s w i c h ,  P a t i e n c e  D e n i s c n ’ s  g r a n d s o n ,  J o h n -  
Whether l i f e  was a c t u a l l y  e a s i e r  i n  town t h a n  on t h e  
f r o n t i e r  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  b u t  i n  M i s t r e s s  
S a l t o n s t a 1 1 ' s  v i e w ,  h e r  d a u g h t e r  h a d  e m b a r k e d  upon 
houSEKEEPING w i t h  more e n t h u s i a s m  t h a n  j u d g e m e n t -  "Your  
f a t h e r  t e l l s  me when he  was l a s t  a t t  I p s w i c h  you were 
t h i n k i n g  cf  h i r e i n g  c o w s  which I  am t r u l y  t r o u b l e d  a t t , "  s h e  
wr o t e .
you have  t h o s e  n e e r  ycu  t h a t  a r e  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  
a d v i s e  t h e n  I  am b u t  you w i l l  c e r t a i r . l y  f i n d  g r e a t  
i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t o  t a k e  su ch  b u s i n e s s e s  upon y o u r  
hand and f o r c e d  t o  h i r e  a l l  j o u r  h e l p -  - -  . I f  i t  
be  n o t  done  a l l r e a d y  ycu s ay  be s e n c i b l e  by  y o u r  
own e x p e r i e n c e  how u n s t e a d y  s e r v a n t s  a r e  t h e r f o r e  
l i t t l e  i n c o u r a g e m e n t s  t o  keep  a  g r e a t  d a i r y .
I n  a p o s t s c r i p t ,  t h e  m o t h e r  a d d e d ,  " I  ha v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r
d e s i r e  s e n t  t h e  f l a x  a n d  hemp s e e d  b u t  a l m o s t  w i s h  I  had
no t -  .  .  . y o u  w i l l  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  h i r e  h e l p  i n
s e a s o n . " £ 2 5 ]  I n  t i m e ,  E l i z a b e t h  would l e a r n  t o  b a l a n c e  h e r
h o us e k ee p i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t e s  w i th  h e r  o t h e r  d u t i e s  a s  a
m i n i s t e r ’ s  wi fe  a nd  a m o t h e r .  When J o h n  D e n i s o n  d i e d ,
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  c f  a s e n ,  E l i z a b e t h  m a r r i e d  f iowland
Co t ton ,  t h e  p a r s o n  a t  S a n d w i c h .  Now h e r  m o t h e r s  l e t t e r s
from H a v e r h i l l  would  be  d i r e c t e d  t o  Cape Cod— b u t  t h e  same
themes would p e r s i s t  and  t h e  c o m p l a i n t s  grow more i n s i s t e n t .
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In  t h e  l a t e  summer c f  1 6 9 4 ,  H a v e r h i l l  was u n d e r  s i e g e  
a s  King W i l l i a m ' s  War p e n t r a t e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r .  "Our  
house i s  f i l l e d  T o p - f u l l ,  and  b u t  one  roome l e f t  f r e e  f o r  a 
S t r a n g e r , "  N a t h a n i e l  S a l t o n s t a l l  a r e t e  t h e  C o t t o n s  on A u g u s t
23. Ten days  l a t e r  E l i z a b e t h  s c r a t c h e d  a h a s t y  n o t e  t o  h e r  
d a u g h t e r .  S i x t y  p e r s o n s  were  b i l l e t e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e ,  s h e  
s a i d ,  a s  h e l l  a s  " o u l d  J e r s e y . "  By O c t o b e r ,  t h e  f a m i l y  was 
s t i l l  i n  " g a r i s c n  c r o w d s ;  and n c r e  t h a n  a l i t t l e . - - b u s i e  
abou t  C y d e r ,  and  w i n t e r  a p p l e s . "  With a l l  t h o s e  FOLKS 
a round ,  t h e r e  was p l e n t y  o f  h e l p  f o r  common c h o r e s -  As 
w i n t e r  SETTLED i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  f a r m e r ' s  w i v e s  a n d  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  went  home,  t h o u g h  t h e  s o l d i e r s  s t a y e d .  The f a m i l y  
had been  p r e s e r v e d  f rom b c t h  t h e  F r e n c h  and  I n d i a n s ,  
N a t h a n i e l  wro t e  t o  Rowland C o t t o n  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  b u t  " y e t  ha v e  
t h e  cumbe r  and  t r o u b l e  t o  my o n l y  Maid,  i - e .  W i f e ,  d a y l y  t o  
be cook, and  t o  o u r  g r e a t  c h a r g  t o  p r o v i d e  b i l l e t s  f o r  4 men 
pos t ed  wi th  m e - " [ 2 6 ]  l o u n g  women who m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  
he lped  i n  t h e  S a l t o n s t a l l  k i t c h e n  we r e  p r o b a b l y  a t  home 
h e l p i n g  t h e i r  own m o t h e r s  f e e d  s o l d i e r s — o r  p e r h a p s  j u s t  
t r y i n g  t o  c a t c h  up on work n e g l e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  au tumn  
a l a rm.
E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l  n o t  o n l y  had d i f f i c u l t y  p l a y i n g  
t h e  r o l e  cf  " p r e t t y  g e n t l w o m e n , "  s h e  a l s o  h a d  t r o u b l e  d o i n g  
t h e  o r d i n a r y  c o o k i n g ,  s e w i n g ,  w a s h i n g ,  and c h u r n i n g  e x p e c t e d  
o f  a "good  h o u s e w i f e . "  She  had  few c f  t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  b u t
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most o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  g e n t i l i t y -  B e c a u s e  h e r  
husband was m i l i t i a  commander  she  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
b i l l e t i n g  s o l d i e r s -  B e c a u s e  h e r  h o u s e  was one  o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  town s h e  ha d  t o  open  i t  t o  s t r a n g e r s .  
Because h e r  d a u g h t e r  was d e s t i n e d  t o  be  a gentleWOHAN and  
her  s o n s  t o  g r a d u a t e  f rom H a r v a r d ,  sh e  had t c  p a r t  w i th  them 
when t h e y  m igh t  h a v e  b e e n  o f  most  h e l p -  At l e a s t  one  o f  h e r  
sons  was g l a d  t o  b e  away f ro m  home- W r i t i n g  f ro m  C a m b r i d g e  
t o  h i s  s i s t e r  i n  S a n d w i c h ,  B i c h a r d  S a l t o n s t a l l  s a i d ,  " L a s t  
week we h e a r d  f rom H a v e r h i l ,  a l l  Wel l  an d  i n  h e a l t h ,  b u t  
much t h r o n g e d  w i t h  C h i l d r e n  and  L i c e ;  wh ich  d i s c o u r a g e s  o u r  
t a k i n g  a J o u r n e y  t h i t h e r - " [ 2 7  ] M i s t r e s s  S a l t o n s t a l l  
c o m p la in e d ,  b u t  s h e  a p p a r e n t l y  n e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  h e r  d u t y ,  
though l a t e  i n  au tumn  a f t e r  t h e  I n d i a n  a l a r m s  were  o v e r  and  
t h e  l i c e  and c h i l d r e n  r e s c v e d ,  sh e  b a l k e d  a t  c a r r y i n g  on 
a lone  a s  m i s t r e s s  o f  t h e  a a n o r  w h i l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  t oo k  a 
j ou rn ey  s o u t h -  N a t h a n i e l  w r o t e  t o  t h e  C o t t o n s  t h a t  he  was 
s o r r y  he wo u l dn ’ t  be  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  them a t  Cape Cod-  A 
T h a n k s g i v i n g  had t e e n  a p p o i n t e d ,  he  e x p l a i n e d ,  " a n d ,  i f  I  
had w i t h d r a w n ,  my w i f e  would n e t  ha ve  p r o v i d e d  a n y  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t , which I  was v e r y  l o t h  s h o u l d  t e  o m i t t e d ;  
beca use  I  have  more t h a n -  -  -  - o n e  f r i e n d  i n  
H a v e r h i l l . " [ 2 8  ] B e c a u s e  h e r  busBAND was a c o n v i v i a l  man a s  
wel l  a s  a m a g i s t r a t e ,  E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l  c o u l d  n o t  
n e g l e c t  n o r m a l  h o s p i t a l i t y  e v e n  a f t e r  an au tumn  o f  a b n o r m a l
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e x e r t i o n .
The d i a r y  of  J o s e p h  G r e e n ,  m i n i s t e r  a t  Sa l em V i l l a g e  
(now Da nve r s )  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  e r e  o f  H i s t r e s s  S a l t o n s t a l l * s  t r i a l s ,  
t h e  d i s a p p e a r e n c e  o f  a a i d s ,  was n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  
f r o n t i e r -  S i n c e  m o s t  h o u s e h o l d  s e r v a n t s  we re  young  women i n  
t h e i r  l a t e  t e e n s  o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " s e r v a n t  
p rob l em" was i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h  r a t e  o f  m a r r i a g e  
i n  New E n g l a n d .  Whe the r  t h i s  was s e e n  a s  a " p r o b l e m "  o r  a s  
an " o p p o r t u n i t y "  f o r  women d e p e n d s  upon o n e ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e .  
The r e l a t i v e  a b u n d a n c e  c f  l a n d  which made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
most women t o  become " g e e d  h o u s e w i v e s "  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
a few women t o  become " p r e t t y  g e n t l e w o m e n . "  The s o l u t i o n  
which t h e  G r e e n s  f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  
common in  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
E l i z a b e t h  Green  k e p t  h e r  f i r s t  s a i d  a l m o s t  a y e a r  and  a 
h a l f .  Nhen P r i s c i l l a s  l y n n  m a r r i e d  t h e  s o n  o f  a l o c a l  
f a rmer ,  s h e  and  J o s e p h  "made  a s u p p e r  f c r  t h e m . "  A f t e r  a l l ,  
m a r r i a g e  was t h e  u s u a l  f a t e  o f  young m a id s -  The n e x t  
s e r v a n t ,  Ann Hodgen ,  s eems  t o  have  been  c o m p e t e n t  enough -  
E l i z a b e t h  had t i m e  t o  make c o n s e r v e d  r o s e s  when J o s p e h ' s  
s i s t e r  "Nanny" came t o  v i s i t  and a f t e r  one p u b l i c  
T ha nks g iv in g  i n  J u n e ,  s h e  s e t  a t a b l e  f o r  t h i r t y  g u e s t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a number  o f  v i s i t i n g  m i n i s t e r s .  B e f o r e  l o n g ,  Ann 
Hodgen t o o  " w e n t  a w a y . " £ 2 9 ]  The d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s e v a n t s
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a p p a r e n t l y  g r ew  more  f r e q u e n t ,  f o r  i n  1708 J o s e p h  w r o t e  i n  
t h e  s e p a r a t e  commonplace  t c o k  which  he  r e s e r v e d  f o r  b i r t h s ,  
de a t h s ,  and " r e m a r k a b l e  p r o v i d e n c e s "  t h a t  "He ha v e  t h i s  
win t e r  l i v e d  m o s t l y  w i t h o u t  any  boy o r  maid  b e c a u s e  we c o u l d  
not  p r o c u r e  any  and  y e t  God h a t h  c a r r i e d  us  a l o n g  f r o m  d a y  
t o  day w i t h  g r e a t  c o m f o r t  and  when t h i n g s  HAVE seemed t o  go 
a g t  us ,  we h a v e  o f t e n  s e e n  r e a s o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  was f o r  
the b e s t - "  T h i s  p i o u s  r e s i g n a t i o n  d i d  n o t  l a s t -  On March  
30, when E l i z a b e t h  G re en  was e i g h t  months  p r e g n a n t  B i t h  h e r  
s i x t h  c h i l d ,  J o s e p h  " w e n t  t o  Sa l em and  b o u g h t  a n  I n d i a n  f o r  
32 p o u n d s . " [ 3 0 ]
By 1750 t h e r e  we re  a few s l a v e s  i n  mo s t  New E n g la n d  
towns,  even  on t h e  f r o n t i e r -  I n  December  o f  1746,  T im o t h y  
Ha lker ,  m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  s e t t l e a e n t  c f  P e n n a c o o k ,  New 
Hampshi r e ,  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  h e  " b o u g h t  a n e g r o  
v e n c h . " [ 3 1 ]  P e r h a p s  M i s t r e s s  H a l k e r ,  l i k e  E l i z a b e t h  G r e e n ,  
had grown t i r e d  o f  s e a r c h i n g  f c r  f a r m e r ’ s  d a u g h t e r s -  Not  
s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  s l a v e s  a p p e a r e d  f i r s t — and i n  g r e a t e s t  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s — i n  t h e  h i g h l y  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  c o m m e r c i a l  
towns-  Ac co r d i n g  t o  one  e s t i m a t e ,  e v e r y  s i x t h  h o u e h o l d  i n  
Po r t smo u t h  i n  1729 h a d  a s l a v e - [ 3 2 ]  Fo r  t h e  m e r c h a n t  e l i t e  
o f  P i s c a t a g u a  s l a v e s  we re  s i m p l y  p a r t  o f  an  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
e l a b o r a t e  m a t e r i a l  s e t t i n g -  S t r e t c h i n g  f o r  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e y  
p u l l e d  away f rom THE t r a d i t i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  
which had p l a c e d  S a r a h  B c p e r  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  o f  P a t i e n c e
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Deni son ,  which ha d  f i l l e d  E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l ' s  b e d s  w i t h  
s t r a n g e r s ,  and  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  l i v e s  of  m o s t  
women i n  t he  c o u n t r y  t o w n s - [ 3 3 ]
Somet ime a f t e r  1 7 2 0 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  W i l l i a m  P e p p e r r e l l  o f  
K i t t e r y  P o i n t  e x t e n s i v e l y  r e m o d e l e d  ( o r  p e r h a p s  e v e n  
r e b u i l t )  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  g a r r i s o n  h o u s e  w h i c h  h e  ha d  
i n h e r i t e d  f ro m h i s  f a t h e r ,  c r e a t i n g  a " c o u n t r y  s e a t "  w h i c h  
i n  p r o v i n c i a l  H a i n e  mus t  h a v e  seemd an  image  of  b a r o n i a l  
s p l e n d o u r ,  wi th  i t s  f i n e l y  p a n e l e d  r o o m s ,  i t s  " d e e r  p a r k , "  
i t s  f a m i l y  tomb o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  a c o a t  o f  a r m s ,  i t s  o r d e r l y  
ga rdens  r e a c h i n g  t o  t h e  c c u n t i n g h o u . s e  and  w h a r v e s  b e l o w ,  and  
i t s  l i v e r i e d  b l a c k  s e r v a n t s . £ 34 ]
Yet  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  s u c h  s p l e n d o u r  was a t h i n  
v e n e e r .  I n  t h e  n e w l y  s e t t l e d  t ow n s  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  
would-be  ge n t l ewomen  f a c e d  many o f  t h e  same p r o b l e m s  t h a t  
had t r o u b l e d  E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l s t a l l  s i x t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  
and i n  c o u n t r y  p a r s o n a g e s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  a b s e n c e  c f  a maid c o u l d  be  e v e r y  b i t  a s  
t r o u b l i n g  a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  f o r  E l i z a b e t h  Green  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  
of a c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r .  I n  1782 ,  Bu th  B e l k n a p ,  w i f e  o f  t h e  
m i n i s t e r  a t  Dove r ,  composed  a poem e n t i t l e d ,  "The P l e a s u r e  
of  a C o un t r y  L i f e . . . w r i t t e n  when I  h a d  a  t r u e  t a s t e  o f  them 
by hav ing  no m a id . " B e c a u s e  i t  s o  v i v i d l y  p o r t r a y s  t h e  
c o n t i n u i t y  o f  f e m a l e  l i f e  i n  r u r a l  New E n g l a n d ,  i t  i s  wor th  
quo t ing  a t  l e n g t h -
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Op i n  t h e  morn ing  I  m as t  r i s e  
B e f o r e  I ’ ve t i m e  t o  r u b  my e y e s .
With  h a l f - p i n * d  gown,  u n b u c k l e d  s h o e ,
I  h a s t e  t o  m i lk  my l o w i n g  cow.
But ,  Oh! i t  makes my h e a r t  t o  a k e ,
I  h a v e  no  b r e a d  t i l l  I  c a n  b a k e ,
And t h e n ,  a l a s !  i t  makes  se  s p u t t e r ,
Fo r  I  mu s t  c h u r n  o r  h a v e  no  b u t t e r .
The hogs  w i t h  s w i l l  t c c  I  mus t  s e r v e ;
F o r  ho g s  mu s t  e a t  o r  men w i l l  s t a r v e .
B e s i d e s ,  ay s p o u s e  c a n  g e t  no d e a t h s  
U n l e s s  I  much o f f e n d  my n o s e .
For  a l l  t h a t  t r y  i t  knew i t ’ s  t r u e  
The re  i s  no  s m e l l  l i k e  c o l o u r i n g  b l u e .
Then r o u n d  t h e  p a r i s h  I  must  r i d e  
And make e n q u i r y  f a r  and  wide  
To f i n d  some g i r l  t h a t  i s  a s p i n n e r ,
Then h u r r y  home t o  g e t  my. d i n n e r .  . . .
A l l  summer l o n g  I  t o i l  8 s w e a t ,
B l i s t e r  my h a n d s ,  and s c o l d  S f r e t .
And when t h e  su m m er ’ s  work i s  o ’ e r ,
New t o i l s  a r i s e  f r om  A u t u a n ’s  s t o r e .
Corn  mus t  be h u s k ' d ,  and  p o r k  be k i l l ’ d ,
The h c u s e  w i t h  a l l  c o n f u s i o n  f i l l ’ d .
0 c o u l d  you  s e e  t h e  g r a n d  d i s p l a y  
Upon ou r  a n n u a l  b u t c h e r i n g  d a y , —
See me l o o k  l i k e  t e n  t h o u s a n d  s l u t s ,
My k i t c h e n  s p r e a d  w i t h  g r e a s e  6 g u t s , —
YOU’D l i f t  y o u r  h a n d s  s u r p r i s ’ d ,  & s w e a r  
T h a t  Mo the r  T r i s k e t ’ s  s e l f  were  t h e r e .
Ye s t a r c h ’d up f o l k s  t h a t  l i v e  i n  t o w n ,
T ha t  l o u n g e  upon  y o u r  t e d s  t i l l  noo cn ,
T h a t  n e v e r  t i r e  y o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  work ,
U n l e s s  w i th  h a n d l i n g  k n i f e  S f o r k ,
Come, s e e  t h e  s w e e t s  c f  c o u n t r y  l i f e .
D i s p l a y ' d  i n  P a r s o n  E [ e l k n a p * s ]  w i f e M[ 3 5 ]
The p a r s o n ’ s  w i f e  was e x a g g e r a t i n g ,  c f  c o u r s e ,  p o k i n g  f u n  a t
t h e  p a s t o r a l  c o n v e n t i o n  c f  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  v e r s e .
Tha t  she  had t i m e  t o  r hyme  h e r  f r u s t r a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  h e r
p rob l ems  were n e i t h e r  a s  s e r i o u s  n o r  a s  p r o l o n g e d  a s  t h o s e
o f  E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l  o r  E l i z a b e t h  G r e e n .  Y e t  b o t h  women
would h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  w o r l d  s h e  d e s c r i b e d .
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*  *  *
In  a r e g i o n  s e t t l e d  by P u r i t a n s  a nd  e v e n t u a l l y  
s h a t t e r e d  by r e v o l u t i o n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t s  b e tw e e n  "g ood  
housewives '* and  " p r e t t y  g e n t l e w o m e n "  c a n n o t  be  e n t i r e l y  
e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  g e o g r a p h y  o r  e c o n o m i c s -  I n  an 
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l  o f  E s t h e r  B u r r ,  a d a u g h t e r  o f  
J o n a t h a n  Edwards ,  t h e  f a  nous  t h e o l o g i a n  and  p r e a c h e r  o f  
wes t e rn  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  l a u r i e  C ru m p ac k e r  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  
a m b i v a l e n ce  o f  one  P u r i t a n  woman t o w a r d  h o u s e w o r k -  " I  mus t  
submi t ,  " E u r r  w r o t e ,  c o m p l a i n i n g  o f  h e r  d o m e s t i c  d u t i e s -  
"My t i m e  i s  n o t  my own b u t  G o d s . "  He r  b u r d e n s  were  g e n u i n e ,  
y e t  C r um pac ke r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  same o f  h e r  p r o b l e m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
her  i n a b i l i t y  t o  k e e p  a m a i d ,  may h a v e  d e r i v e d  i n  p a r t  f r om 
i m p o s s i b l e  s t a n d a r d s  and  f rom h e r  own need  t o  s p e n d  h e r s e l f  
i n  s e r v i c e -  She p a t t e r n e d  h e r s e l f  a f t e r  t h e  i n d u s t r i o u s  
housewif e  of P r o v e r b s  whose c a n d l e  b u r n e d  f a r  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t  
and who n e v e r t h e l e s s  r o s e  b e f o r e  d a w n - [ 3 6 ]
T h in k  f o r  a moment o f  E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l  c o n f i n e d  
wi th  h e r  j e r s e y  cow a nd  l i c e - i n f e s t e d  n e i g h b o r s  i n  a 
g a r r i s o n  i n  H a v e r h i l l ,  d u t i f u l l y  m ix ing  b r e a d  a n d  s c o u r i n g  
p o t s ,  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  
s e r v a n t s  and t h a n k i n g  God f o r  h e r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
enemy. T h in k  t o o  o f  E l i z a b e t h  G r e e n ,  h e a v y  w i t h  h e r  s i x t h  
c h i l d ,  w a l k i n g  i n t o  h e r  h o u s e  one noon i n  J a n u a r y ,  wi th  no 
maid i n  s i g h t ,  t o  f i n d  t e n  u n e x p e c t e d  v i s i t o r s  f rom S a l e n -
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Did s h e ,  l i k e  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  t h a n k  Gcd f o r  h i s  mercy i n  
a d v e r s i t y ?  C e r t a i n l y  t h e y  would  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  c e n t r a l  
message o f  t h e  d o z e n s  o f  I n d i a n  c a p t i v i t y  n a r r a t i v e s  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s :  t h e  l o r d  g i v e s  no t r i a l  t o  t h e  
f a i t h f u l  t h a t  w i l l  n o t  i n  t h e  end  p r o v e  a b l e s s i n g .  F o r  
such women, t h e  w or ld  was a w i l d e r n e s s ,  l i f e  a p i l g r i m a g e ,  
and h u s w i f e r y  a  l a b o r i o u s  b u t  e s s e n t i a l  c a l l i n g -  I n  v a r i o u s  
modes t h i s  v i ew s u r v i v e d  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  i n  Mew E n g l a n d ,  
though i t  was c o n t i n u a l l y  t h r e a t e n e d  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  i n f u s e d  
with a r i v a l  p s y c h o l o g y  which saw t h e  e a r t h  a s  a t  l e a s t  
p o t e n t i a l l y  a g a r d e n ,  l i f e  a s  a r t ,  a nd  h u s w i f e r y  a s  a means  
t o  more g r a c i o u s  and  c o m f o r t a b l e  l i v i n g .
I t  may be  t h e n  t h a t  k ey  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  h o u s e k e e p i n g  
r o l e s  we re  d e t e r m i n e d  n e t  so  much by s e t t i n g  o r  by  w e a l t h  a s  
by s o m e t h i n g  a s  i n t a n g i b l e  and  a s  d i f f i c u l t  t c  mea su r e  a s  
t empe ramen t .  P h i l i p  G re v e n  h a s  r e c e n t l y  a t t e m p t e d  a  m a j o r  
a n a l y s i s  c f  c u l t u r a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Amer i ca  i n  
j u s t  s u c h  t e r m s ,  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  " e v a n g e l i c a l , "  
" m o d e r a t e , "  and " g e n t e e l "  p e r s o n a l i t y  t y p e s  f r o m  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s - [ 3 7 ]  One n e e d  
not  a c c e p t  G r e v e n * s  p r e c i s e  f o r m u l a t i o n s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  c f  h i s  a p p r o a c h .  Two s e t s  c f  d o c u m e n t s  d a t i n g  f rom 
the  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  show s t r i k i n g l y  
d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  t h e  mos t  o r d i n a r y  o f  a 
h o u s e w i f e 8s  t a s k s — p r o v i d i n g  s u i t a b l e  c l o t h i n g  f o r  h e r
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c h i l d r e n .  Mary H o l y o k e  o f  C a m br i d ge  was o b v i o u s l y  a 
“m o de r a t e "  i n  G r e v e n ' s  t e r m s .  Mary G i l m a n  c f  E x e t e r  was an 
“e v a n g e l i c a l -  "
On May 1,  1755 ,  Mary H o l y o k e ’ s  h u s b a n d  Edward w r o t e  t o  
t h e i r  " d e a r  C h i l d , "  Edward A u g u s t u s  E o l y o k e  o f  S a l e m .  
Augus tus ,  who was t h e n  i n  h i s  l a t e  t w e n t i e s ,  was a b o u t  t o  be  
m a r r i e d ,  a c i r c u m s t a n c e  which  had  s e n t  h i s  a e t h e r  b a c k  and  
f o r t h  t o  B o s t o n  a l m o s t  d a i l y ,  h a s t e n i n g  f rom t a i l o r  t o  d r y  
goods s h o p  an d  t h e n  t c  h e r  m a r r i e d  d a u g h t e r  f o r  
c o n s u l t a t i o n -  Engaged  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  b u s i n e s s  o f  d r e s s i n g  
her  s o n ,  Mrs.  H o l yo k e  was t o o  busy  t o  w r i t e .  Her h u s b a n d ,  
who was t h e n  p r e s i d e n t  c f  H a r v a r d  C o l l e g e ,  was n o t -  "Your  
Mother d e s i r e s  me t o  w r i t e  you what  sh e  h a t h  a l r e a d y  done  i n  
your  A f f a i r s , "  he  b e g a n ,  c a r e f u l l y  d e t a i l i n g  e a c h  i t e m  h i s  
wife had p u r c h a s e d  a n d  h e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  d o i n g  s o .  She  had  
found c l o t h  and  t r i m m i n g  f c r  a c o a t  b u t  had  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  
s e c u r e  any b l u e  s a t i n .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  was j u s t  a s  w e l l ,  f o r  
"Mr Lough ton where  s h e  b o ' t  t h e  C l o t h  s a l e s  t h a t  he  r e c k o n e d  
a w h i t e  s a t t i n  w o u ' d  s u i t  t h e  C c l c u r  o f  t h e  c o a t  b e t t e r  S be 
much more g e n t e e l . "  She  had  p u r c h a s e d  f o u r  p a i r  o f  c o t t o n  
s t o c k i n g s ,  t h o u g h  " a s  t o  s i l k  s t o c k i n g s ,  s h e  c a n n o t  l i g h t  o f  
any ,  b u t  wha t  v e r y  o r d i n a r y ,  b e s i d e s  y o u r  S i s t e r  M a s c a r e n e  
s a i e s  you had b e t t e r  n o t  have  a n y ,  f o r  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
f a s h i o n a b l e ,  & P e o p l e  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  d r e s s  wear  no o t h e r  
than  C o t t c n .  "[ 38 ]
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For  Mary H o l y o k e  o f  C a m b r i d g e ,  g e n t i l i t y  was a n  e a s y  
e x p e c t a t i o n .  F o r  Mary Gi lman  o f  E x e t e r ,  New H a m p s h i r e  i t  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a  s p i r i t u a l  t h r e a t .  On J a n u a r y  7 ,  1753,  J o s e p h  
Gilman, a young  c l e r k  i n  t h e  c o u n t i n g  h o u s e  of  a Bos ton  
merchan t ,  w r o t e  t o  h i s  n e t h e r  a s k i n g  f o r  s t o c k i n g s ,  s h i r t s ,  
and " b r i t c h e s . 11 At f i f t e e n ,  J o s e p h  was d i s c o v e r i n g  f o r  
h i mse l f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  chasm b e t w e e n  C o u n t r y  and Town.  H i s  
own a n x i e t i e s  w e re  f o c u s e d  upon c l o t h e s .  I n  A u g u s t  he h a d  
w r i t t e n  f o r  s h i r t s — one  a week s i m p l y  w c u l d n ' t  do— and  had  
even s u g g e s t e d  h a v i n g  a b r o a d c l o t h  j a c k e t  made by a t a i l o r  
and i f  p o s s i b l e  a "h a n d s o m e "  p a i r  o f  b l a c k  b r e e c h e s .  " I  do 
not  d e s i r e  you  t o  s e n d  my homespun  C l o t h  c o u l e r d  J a c k e t  i f  
you do I  s h a l l  n o t  w e a r  i t , "  he  had f u s s e d .  I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  
he a g a i n  r e g u e s t e d  s h i r t s ,  p e r h a p s  w i t h  l i t t l e  r e s u l t ,  f o r  
i n  November ' s  l e t t e r  he  m o d e r a t e d  h i s  demand f o r  " s e v e n  good 
S h i r t s  bag H o l l a n d  s l e e v e s . "  " I  d c  n o t  c a r e  w h e t h e r  my 
S h i r t s  a r e  bag H o l l a n d  c r  nc  i f  t h e y  w i l l  wash w h i t e ,  n o r  do 
I  c a r e  how f ew S h i r t s  I  h a v e  so  I  c an  hav e  a c l e a n  one  when 
I  want i t , "  he  t o l d  h i s  a e t h e r .  S i n c e  she  had  b e e n  "b l am ed  
by some f o r  g i v i n g  me t c c  good C l o a t h s , "  he  a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  
he s h a r e d  h e r  v a l u e s ,  t h a t  he  o n l y  d e s i r e d  t o  " d r e s s  n e a t  
and C l e a n  b u t  n o t  f i n e . "  Eut  by  J a n u a r y  h i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  was 
ob v i ou s .  Hha t  was s u i t a b l e  f c r  E x e t e r  s i m p l y  would n o t  do 
i n  B o s t o n ,  a f a c t  h i s  m o t h e r  s eemed n o t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .
I f  i t  would  be  o f  any  s e r v i c e  I  would s e n d  home one
o f  my s h i r t s  t h a t  I  have  were  a s e e k  and  t r i e d  t o
Keep c l e a n  a s  f a r  a s  i t  Lay i n  my pow er ;  P r i d e  i s
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n o t  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  ray w r i t i n g  t h u s  f o r  I  s e r i o u s l y  
d e c l a r e  I  n e v e r  t o c k  L e s s  p a i n s  t o  d r e s s  t h a n  I  now 
do ,  I  am f o r c e d  t o  go w i t h  h o l e s  I n  my S t o c k i n g s  
v e ry  o f t e n .
He would be g r a t e f u l  f o r  h a l f  a d o z e n  good w o r s t e d  
s t o c k i n g s -  As f o r  s h i r t s ,  i f  h i s  n e t h e r  c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  
Hol land ,  t h e n  c h e c k e d  wc u ld  h a v e  t c  d o . [ 3 9 ]
J o s e p h ' s  s t r u g g l e s  t o  a c h i e v e  d i g n i t y  c o n t i n u e d -  By 
summer he seems  t o  h a v e  s e t t l e d  on c h e c k e d  s h i r t s ,  b u t  he 
vowed n e v e r  a g a i n  t o  we a r  s h o e s  made i n  E x e t e r -  " I  s c a r c e  
Ever saw a H o r s e  p a i r -  .  - t h a n  t h e  L a s t  you s e n t  m e , "  he  
wrote-  L e s t  she  i m a g i n e  t h a t  p r i d e  was a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  h i s  
c o n t i n u a l  demands  f o r  s t o c k i n g s ,  h e  c o u c h e d  J u n e ' s  r e g u e s t  
i n  t e r m s  good h o u s e k e e p i n g  c c u l d  h a r d l y  d e n y :  "my f e e t  Sw ea t  
so t h a t  when I  ha v e  H e r e  a P a i r  o f  S t o c k i n g s  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
days  t h e y  a r e  S t i f f  t h a t  I  c an  S c a r c e  H e a r e  t h e m - " [ 4 0 ]
T he r e  were o b v i o u s  e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two 
p a i r s  o f  m o t h e r s  and  s o n s -  J o s e p h  G i l m a n  was d e s c e n d e d  f rom 
two o f  E x e t e r ' s  mos t  p r o m i n e n t  m e r c h a n t  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  he  was 
s t i l l  a ycung a p p r e n t i c e  and h i s  m o t h e r  a
widow.[ 4 1 ]  A u g u s t u s  B o l y c k e ,  cn t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  was a l r e a d y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  a p r o f e s s i c n .  The d i f f e r e n c e  i n  w or ld  v i e w ,  
however ,  i s  e v e n  more a p p a r e n t .  The e l d e r  H o l yok e  was a 
g e n i a l  m i n i s t e r  whose p e r s o n a l  d i a r y  i n c u d e s  n o t e s  on c a n d l e  
making b u t  n o t h i n g  on t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e  o f  h i s  y o u t h f u l  
f l o c k .  N i c h o l a s  G i l m a n ,  J o s e p h ' s  f a t h e r ,  ha d  b e e n  a 
t r o u b l e d  e v a n g e l i c a l  whose s e a r c h  f o r  s a l v a t i o n  had
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t r i g g e r e d  one  o f  t h e  mos t  a r d e n t  " a w a k e n i n g s ” i n  New 
England .  Edward H o l y o k e  l i n e d  up h i s  c h i l d r e n  a n n u a l l y  t o  
r e c o r d  t h e i r  w e i g h t ;  N i c h o l a s  G i l m a n  c o n t i n u a l l y  t e s t e d  h i s  
sons* g r o w th  t o w a r d  c o n v e r s i o n - [ 4 2 ]  L i t t l e  wonde r  t h a t  
Joseph d e f e n d e d  h i m s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  " p r i d e . ” 
S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  J o s e p h  G i l m a n ' s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  h i s  
mother  c e n t e r e d  on c l o t h i n g .  From t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n  
"round h e a d s , "  a p p a r e l  and  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  h a i r s t y l i n g  h a d  
sy m b o l i z ed  d e e p e r  c o m m i t m e n t s .  New E n g l a n d  was p e r i o d i c a l l y  
r ocked  by c o n f l i c t  o v e r  c h a n g e s  i n  f a s h i o n .  As l a t e  a s  
1752, c h u r c h  members  i n  Newbury met  t o g e t h e r  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  a 
b r o t h e r  named E i c h a r d  B a r t l e t t  who r e f u s e d  communion w i t h  
t h e  c h u r c h  " f o r  no o t h e r  r e a s o n  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  P a s t o r  w e a r s  
a w i g g . "  To t h e  d i sm ay  c f  mos t  member s ,  who had  l o n g  s i n c e  
become a c c u s t o m e d  t o  s e e i n g  h o r s e h a i r  and  powde r  on t h e  
heads o f  t h e  g o d l y ,  B a r t l e t t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  v i g - w e a r e r s  who 
r e f u s e d  t o  r e p e n t  wou ld  " c e r t a i n l y  be  d a m n e d . " [ 4 3 ]
Women's c l o t h i n g  a r o u s e d  e v e n  s t r o n g e r  f e e l i n g s .  One 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  a t t a c k s  on f e m a l e  f a s h i o n s  i n  New E n g la n d  was 
w r i t t e n  i n  1647 by E l i z a b e t h  S a l t o n s t a l l * s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  
N a t h a n i e l  H a r d ,  whose  Si m p l e  C c b l e r  c f  ftqgawarn i n s i s t e d  t h a t  
Z i o n ' s  d a u g h t e r s  had a l r e a d y  b e e n  d i s f i g u r e d  by  F r e n c h  
f a s h i o n ,  which " t r a n s c l o u t s  t hem i n t o  g a n t b a r g e e s e ,  
i i l - s h a p e n - s h o t t e n  s h e l l  f i s h ,  E g y p t i a n  H y r o g l y p h i c k s ,  o r  a t  
t h e  b e s t  i n t o  F r e n c h  f l u r t s  o f  t h e  p a s t e r y . " I t  s h o u l d
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"breake  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  E n g l i s h - m e n , " he  c o n t i n u e d ,  " t o  s e e  so  
many g o o d l y  E n g l i s h - w c m e n  i m p r i s o n e d  i n  F r e n c h  C a g e s ,  
pee r i ng  o u t  o f  t h e i r  h o o c h o l e s  f o r  some man o f  mercy  t o  h e l p  
them wi th  a l i t t l e  wi t - " £  4 4 ]  A woman who l a v i s h e d  t o o  much 
a t t e n t i o n  on h e r  own p e r s o n  v i o l a t e d  t h e  B u i e  o f  Modes ty  
whether  o r  n o t  s h e  a l s o  b r o k e  t h e  B u i e  c f  i n d u s t r y -
I f  we c o u l d  somehow walk  i n t o  an  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
meet ing h o u s e  and  s e e  a l l  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  a t own  
d r e s s e d  i n  t h e i r  b e s t  a nd  s e a t e d  by  r a n k ,  we would p r o b a b l y  
l e a r n  more a b o u t  c u l t u r a l  and s c c i a l  d i v i s o n s  t h a n  by  m o n t h s  
of  s h u f f l i n g  town r e c o r d s -  Even a f t e r  a c e n t u r y  o f  s u p p o s e d  
' • l e v e l l i n g 1' and  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  s u m p t u a r y  l a w s  we re  
abondoned,  c l o t h i n g  c a r r i e d  s u b t l e  c l u e s  t o  v a l u e s  and 
s t a t u s -  These  h a v e  o n l y  b e e e n  p a r t l y  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n  w r i t t e n  
r e c o r d s .  We know,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  i n  1722,  b e f o r e  h e r .  
m a r r i a g e  t o  W i l l i a m  P e p p e r r e l l ,  Mary H u r s t  s h o c k e d  h e r  
c o un t ry  c c u s i n s  by  a p p e a r i n g  i n  York i n  '‘ f a s h i o n a b l e  
c l o t h i n g , " [ 4 5 ]  b u t  what  was t h e  e x a c t  n a t u r e  o f  h e r  
o f f e n s e ?  Has h e r  gown c u t  t c c  low? Has  t h e  f a b r i c  t o o  
sumptuous?  Or— s c a n d a l o u s  t h o u g h t — had  she  succumbed  t o  t h e  
v a n i t y  of  a " h o o p - p e t t i c o a t , "  a n o v e l t y  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  
a t t a c k  i n  t h e  B o s t o n  p r e s s  t h a t  v e r y  y e a r -  " I s  n o t  P r i d e  o f  
Apparel  an E v i d e n c e  o f  a p r c u d  H e a r t ? "  t h e  anon ymo us  a u t h o r  
had t h u n d e r e d . £ 4 6 ]  The o p p o s i t e  o f  F r a n k l i n ' s  "good  
h o u s e w i f e "  was n o t  j u s t  " g e n t l e w o m a n "  b u t  a " p r e t t y
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g e n t l e w o m a n . ” C l o t h e s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  b e t t e r  s o r t  f r om  
the  c o m m o n a l i t y ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  p r o u d  f ro m 
t h e  v i r t u o u s .
. In t h e  n e x t  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  t h a t  a n c i e n t  s i n  o f  p r i d e
would a c q u i r e  p o l i t i c a l  c o n n o t a t i o n s -  Hhen t h e  " D a u g h t e r s
of L i b e r t y ” b r o u g h t  down t h e i r  s p i n n i n g  w h e e l s  f rom t h e i r
a t t i c s ,  t h e y  we r e  r e s p o n d i n g  t c  a m o r a l  i m p e r a t i v e  a s  w e l l
a s  t o  a p r a c t i c a l  n e e d . £ 4 1 ]  a b a n d o n i n g  t h e i r  " t o p  k n o t s  o f
p r i d e ” t h e y  r e n o u n c e d  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  a c o r r u p t  E n g l a n d ,
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  c f  t h e  s a i n t s  h a d  n o t
f o r g o t t e n  t h e  l e s s o n  o f  E a t h s h e b a ,  "She  l o o k e t h  w e l l  t o  t h e
ways of  h e r  h o u s e h o l d  and  e a t e t h  n o t  t h e  t r e a d  o f  i d l e n e s s - "
One a n t i d o t e  t o  t h e  s i n  c f  p r i d e  was i n d u s t r i o u s
l a b o r — what c o u l d  be  more  c h a s t e ,  m o d e s t ,  and  p r o d u c t i v e
than  homely  s p i n n i n g ,  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o o r
and t h e  young?  B u t  a n o t h e r  r emedy was e x e m p l a r y  p i e t y .
Gent lewomen o f  P u r i t a n  p e r s u a s i o n ,  l i k e  Anne B r a d s t r e e t ,
might  t u r n  f ro m  p e l f  t o  p e n ,  o r n a m e n t i n g  mind and  s p i r i t
r a t h e r  t h a n  body-  C o p y i n g  s e r m o n s  c r  c o m p o s i n g  p r i v a t e
m e d i t a t i o n s  was one  t h i n g ,  c f  c o u r s e -  P u b l i s h i n g  b o o k s  was
a n o t h e r -  E n g l i s h  s o c i e t y  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  women t o  become
a u t h o r s ,  a s  B r a d s t r e e t  knew.  I n  t h e  p r o l o g u e  t o  The T e n t h
Muse she  w r o t e 5
I  am o b n o x i o u s  t o  e a c h  c a r p i n g  t o n g u e  
Hho s a y s  my h a n d  a n e e d l e  t e t t e r  f i t s ,
A P o e t s  pen  a l l  s c o r n  t h u s  wro ng .
Fo r  such  d e s p i t e  t h e y  c a s t  on Eemale  w i t s :
I f  what  I  do p r o v e  w e l l ,  i t  won ’ t  a d v a n c e ,
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I h e y ' l  s a y  i t ’ s  s t c l n ,  o r  e l s e  i t  was by  
c h a n c e . £ 4 8 ]
Those " c a r p i n g  t o n g u e s "  d i d  n e t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  P u r i t a n  
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  c f  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  h o w e v e r -  
B r a d s t r e e t ' s  poems were  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  w o r l d  by a Newbury 
m i n i s t e r ,  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  J c h n  W c c d b r i d g e ,  a n d  p r e f a c e d  
by commendatory  v e r s e s  f r c n  h a l f  a  d o z e n  o t h e r  m a l e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  N a t h a n i e l  B a r d ,  E r a d s t r e e t ' s  f o r m e r  n e i g h b o r  i n  
I p s w i c h ,  who seems  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e l i e v e d  t h a t  s h e  had  n o t  
j o i n e d  t h e s e  " F r e n c h  f l v r t s  c f  t h e  p a s t e r y , " he so  
d e p l o r e d - £49
The t e x t  o f  C o t t o n  E a t h e r ’ s  C r n a m e n t s  f o r  t h e  D a u g h t e r s  
of Z ion ,  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1691 ,  was v e r s e  t h i r t y  of 
P ro v e r bs  c h a p t e r  t h i r t y - o n e :  " F a v o u r  i s  D e c e i t f u l ,  and 
Beauty  i s  V a i n ;  b u t  A woman t h a t  h e a r e t h  t h e  l o r d ,  s h e  * t i s ,  
t h a t  s h a l l  be p r a i s e d . "  f l a t h e r  u p h e l d  t h e  e x p e c t e d  s o c i a l  
r o l e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  myth c f  B a t h s h e b a -  A " v e r t u o u s  ma id"  
l e a r n e d  h o u s e w i f e r y  a s  w e l l  a s  m u s i c .  A " v e r t u o u s  w i f e "  was 
so p r o v i d e n t ,  so l o y a l  t h a t  h e r  h u s t a n d  t r u s t e d  h e r  t o  " k e e p  
t h e  k e y s  cf  a l l . "  A : v e r t u o u s  widow" t u r n e d  h e r  s k i l l s  a s  a 
deputy  h u s b a n d  t o  t h e  gocd  c f  h e r  f a m i l y  an d  l e a r n e d  t o  
govern a s  h e r  h u s b a n d  o n c e  h a d .  But  Orn a m e n t s  a l s o  e n l a r g e d  
t he  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  p o t e n t i a l  c f  women.  f l a t h e r  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t houg h  women m i g h t  n o t  s p e a k  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  
" y e t  o u r  God ha s  Employ*d many Women to w r i t e  f o r  t h e  
chu rch ,  and I n s p i r ' s  seme c f  them f o r  t h e  B r i t i n g  o f  t h e
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s c r  i p t u r e s . M Among t h o s e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was 
P ro v e r b s  t h i r t y - o n e ,  wh ich  P u r i t a n s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  S o l o m o n ' s  
mother ,  t h e  g o d l y  B a t h s h e b a « [ 5 C  ]
I n  p r o m o t i n g  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r o l e  f o r  women, M a t h e r  was 
e x t e n d i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  c h a l l e n g i n g  a  p r e s c r i b e d  r e l i g i o u s  
ro l e -  Good P u r i t a n s  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  e n j o i n e d  t o  r e a d ,  t o  
m e d i t a t e ,  and t o  w r i t e -  SJith t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  e d u c a t i o n ,  a 
ve ry  few women p o l i s h e d  t h e i r  p i e t y  i n  p r o s e  o r  
ve rs e .  [ 5 1 ]  T h a t  t h e y  were  few i n  n u m b e r s  h a r d l y  s eem s  
s u r p r i s i n g -  As J o h n  H o o d t r i d g e  r e m i n d e d  r e a d e r s  o f  The 
Tenth a use :
I t  i s  t h e  Hork o f  a S c a a n ,  h o n o u r e d ,  a n d  e s t e e m e d  
where she  l i v e s ,  f o r  h e r  g r a c i o u s  d e m e a n o r ,  h e r  
e m i n e n t  p a r t s ,  h e r  p i c u s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  h e r  
c o u r t e o u s  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  h e r  e x a c t  d i l i g e n c e  i n  h e r  
p l a c e ,  and d i s c r e e t  n a n a g i n g  o f  h e r  F a m i l y  
o c c a s i o n s ,  and  more  t h e n  s o ,  t h e s e  Poems a r e  t h e  
f r u i t  b u t  o f  some few h c u r e s ,  c u r t a i l e d  f r o m  h e r  
s l e e p  and  o t h e r  r e f r e s h m e n t s . [ 52 ]
Like  any o t h e r  o r n a m e n t  c f  g e n t i l i t y ,  s e r i o u s  w r i t i n g
competed w i th  i n d u s t r i o u s  h o u s e k e e p i n g .
The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m or a l  v a l u e s  and  m a t e r i a l
c u l t u r e  i s  s u b t l e ,  and  i t  d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  s t u d y -  I t  i s
i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e m e m be r ,  h c w e v e r ,  t h a t  " p r e t t y  g e n t l e  women"
might  be  e v e r y  b i t  a s  r e l i g i o u s  a s  "good  h o u s e w i v e s , "  t h o u g h
t h e i r  p i e t y  would t u r n  on d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e s -  The Bu ie  o f
I n d u s t r y  v a l i d a t e d  E s t h e r  B u r r ' s  o b s e s s i v e  h o u s e k e e p i n g ;  t h e
Rule of Mcdes ty  s u s t a i n e d  Mary G i l m a n ' s  z e a l o u s  t h r i f t ;  b u t
t h e  Bu ie  c f  C h a r i t y  a l l o w e d  women l i k e  Mary B e l c h e r  o r  Lady
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P e p p e r r e l l  t o  e n j o y  t h e i r  s p l e n d o u r  i n  gocd  c o n s c i e n c e  a s  
t hey  t u r n e d  t h e i r  b e a u t y  and  t h e i r  b o u n t y  t o w a r d  u p l i f t i n g  
t h e  m i n i s t r y -  T h i s  s u p p o r t  was b o t h  p e r s o n a l  and  m a t e r i a l -  
v i s i b l e  and e a r n e s t  r e l i g i o u s  d e v o t i o n  was o f t e n  t h e  
crowning o rn am e n t  f o r  a g r a n d  l a d y ,  a meek ly  bowed head 
s e t t i n g  o f f  t h e  d a z z l i n g  b e a u t y  o f  h e r  s a t i n  gown- Knowing 
t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l ' s  l a d y  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  t a b l e  of  t h e  Lord  
added d i g n i t y  t o  common r e l i g i o u s  p r a c t i c e -  G e n t e e l  
a l l e g i a n c e  b o l s t e r e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r y ;  m i n i s t e r i a l  a p p r o b a t i o n  
r a t i f i e d  g e n t i l i t y -
T h i s  s y m b i o t i c  be nd  i s  h i n t e d  a t  t h o u g h  s e l d o m  
e l a b o r a t e d  i n  t h e  d o z e n s  o f  f u n e r a l  s e r m o n s  p r e a c h e d  f o r  
a f f l u e n t  women by g r a t e f u l  p a s t o r s -  I n  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  Mary 
B e l c h e r ' s  c h a r i t a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Thomas P r i n c e  s a i d  t h a t  h e r  
h e a r t  was " s o f t  and  t e n d e r "  t o w a r d  t h e  " a f f l i c t e d  and  
needy"— i n c l u d i n g  m i n i s t e r s  i n  d i s t r e s s - [ 5 3  ] a d r u n k e n  
shoemaker  f rom P o r t s m o u t h  p u t  i t  more b l u n t l y -  The R e ve r en d  
Mr- Moody had  two s p e c i a l  f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  he s a i d ,  Mr- 
F r y e r s  w i f e ,  who " s u p p l i e d  him w i t h  E i b b i n  o r  t r i m i n g s  f o r  
h i s  c l o a t h s , " and  H i l l i a a  S e a w y ' s  w i f e ,  who " s u p p l i e d  him 
wi th coks  and h e n s  f o r  t c  f e e d  u n g o d l y  g u t t s - " £ 5 4 ]  Mary 
P e p p e r r e l l ' s  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  K i t t e r y  P o i n t  c h u r c h  and  i t s  
p a s t o r ,  J o h n  Newmarch,  were  w e l l  known- a f t e r  S i r  W i l l i a m s  
death  i n  1759,  s h e  b u i l t  an i m p o s i n g  m ans ion  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  
t he  road  f rom t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e ,  i n  t h a t  one  a c t  r e i n f o r c i n g
185
both t h e  g e n t i l i t y  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e d  h e r  f rom h e r  n e i g h b o r s  
and t h e  p i e t y  which j o i n e d  t h e n -  I n  t h e  b l a z e  o f  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  P e p p e r r e l l  h o l d i n g s  were  c o n f i s c a t e d  a s  Tory  
p r o p e r t y -  V i s i b l e  g o d l i n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  a g e  may e x p l a i n  why 
Mary was a l l o w e d  t o  r e m a i n  i n  h e r  h o u s e  t h o u g h  h e r  g r a n d s o n ,  
t he  s e c o n d  S i r  W i l l i a m ,  was f o r c e d  t o  f l e e - [ 5 5 ]
*  *  *
I n  A c g u s t  o f  1732 ,  G o v e r n o r  B e l c h e r  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
wrote a l e t t e r  t o  h i s  s o n  J o n a t h a n ,  who was t h e n  s t u d y i n g  
law a t  t h e  M i d d l e  Temple  i n  I c n d o n -  The G o v e r n o r ' s  l e t t e r  
i s  a r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  B a t h s h e b a  i n  t h e  
mythology of  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
a s c r i p t u r a l  model  c o u l d  mean q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  t o  
d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e .  I n  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  mind,  t h e  p i e t y ,  
i n d u s t r y ,  and  g e n t i l i t y  c f  Mary B e l c h e r  c o a l e s c e d  i n t o  one  
c o m f o r t a b l e  i m a g e -  F o r  him f e m a l e  r o l e s  we re  
i n d i s t i n g n i s h a b l e  f r o m  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  f a m i l i a r  f o r m s  and 
symbols  wh i ch  u p h e l d  t h e  r u l e  c f  m e r c h a n t s  an d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  f a t h e r s -  B e l c h e r  had  h e a r d  t h a t  h i s  so n  w a n t e d  t o  m a r r y -  
H a s t e n i n g  t o  show h i s  d i s p l e a s u r e ,  be  d e t a i l e d  t h e  p e c u n i a r y  
and o t h e r  i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  which would r e s u l t  f r om  so 
c a p r i c i o u s  an  a c t ,  t h e n  c l o s e d  h i s  l e t t e r  w i t h  a l i t t l e  
essay  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a gocd w i f e ,  whose q u a l i t i e s ,  he  
reminded  J o n a t h a n ,  were  " e l e g a n t l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  31-  
chap- o f  P r o v e r b s ,  which  you w r o t e  o u t  i n  s h o r t  hand  i n
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your  i n f a n t  day-  P r a y , r e a d  i t  o f t e n ,  when yon h a v e  a mind 
t o  be m a r r y ' d - "£56 ]
I h e  G o v e r n o r  d i d  n o t  l e a v e  h i s  s o n ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  
s c r i p t u r e  t o  c h a n c e -  N e t  c n l y  d i d  he u r g e  J o n a t h a n  t o  make 
ou t  a d e t a i l e d  l i s t  o f  e x p e n s e s  r e g u i r e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  
of m a r r i a g e ,  b u t  h e  s e n t  on t o  l i s t  f o r  h i s  s o n  t h e  f i v e  
q u a l i t i e s  he c o n s i d e r e d  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  i n  a w i f e -  
What h i s  l i s t  l a c k e d  i n  g r a m m a t i c a l  p r e c i s i o n ,  i t  made np i n  
c l a r i t y -  A s u i t a b l e  w i f e ,  he  w r o t e ,  mu s t  p o s s e s s  " S t r i c t  
Ver tue"  and "Good N a t u r e - "  She  mus t  be  " A g r e e a b l e  (no 
m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  f c e a u t i f u l l ) " and  hav e  " P a s s a b l e  good s e n s e  
(no m a t t e r  w h e t h e r  o v e r - g u i c k  & s h a r p ) - "  She mus t  a l s o  
b r i n g  "a  E l e n t i f u l l  f o r t u n e - "  l e s t  J o n a t h a n  o v e r l o o k  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  l a s t  named g u a l i t y ,  h i s  f a t h e r  e l a b o r a t e d  
and d e f e n d e d  i t -  "A man w i l l  s c o n  f i n d  h i m s e l f  m i s e r a b l e  
t h a t  makes money h i s  f i r s t  & p r i n c i p a l  c h o i c e , "  he w r o t e -  
"Ye t  t h e  o t h e r  f o u r  c h a r a c t e r s  w o n ' t  do w i t h o u t  i t -  .  .  - i f  
God p l e a s e  t o  s p a r e  y c u r  l i f e ,  s a v e  y c u r  v e r t u e ,  S b l e s s  
your  s t u d i e s ,  I  hope  you  w i l l  i n  due  t i m e  l a y  'em i n  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s c a l e  t o  a l a d y  o f  10 ,0 00  s t e r l i n g  p o u n d s ,  w i t h  a l l  
t h e  o t h e r  g u a l i f i c a t i o n s  I  h a v e  m e n t i o n  * d - " Hav ing  made h i s  
messge t r a n s p a r e n t ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r  r e t u r n e d  t o  r e l i g i o n  i n  a 
p o s t s c r i p t :
L e s t  you s h o u ' d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  p a i n s  t o  r e a d  t h e  31
chap -  o f  P r o v -  my c l e r k  had t r a n s c r i b ' d  f r o m  t h e
10 v e r -  5 i t ' s  i n c l o s e d -  
He a p p a r e n t l y  f o u n d  n o t h i n g  i r o n i c  i n  t h e  o p e n i n g  p a s s a g e  o f
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t h a t  s c r i p t u r e :  "Hho c a r  f i n d  a v i r t u o u s  woman? f o r  h e r  
p r i c e  i s  f a r  a b o v e  r u b i e s . "
T h e r e  i s  more a t  i s s u e  h e r e  t h a n  o n e  m a n ' s  
a m b i v a l e n c e — o r  h y p o c r i s y .  The  g o v e r n o r ' s  p e c u l i a r  m i x t u r e  
o f  m a t e r i a l i s m  and  r e l i g i o n  was s y m p t o m a t i c  o f  a  l a r g e r  
c o n f l i c t  i n  New E n g l a n d .  E n t e r i n g  a t r a n s a n t l a n t i c  s c r a m b l e  
f o r  p r o f i t  and  p a t r o n a g e ,  E e l c h e r  s t i l l  c l u n g  t o  o l d  
s e c u r i t i e s ,  t o  New E n g l a n d  c i d e r  a n d  t u r n i p s  cn t h e  t a b l e ,  
t o  t h r i f t  a n d  B i b l e  r e a d i n g ,  and  t o  f i l i a l  o b e d i e n c e  and  
f e m i n i n e  p i e t y . £ 5 7 ]  f o r  h im ,  t h e  "31 c h a p .  o f  P r o v .  " had  
none o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o n n o t a t i o n s  t h a t  we h a v e  e l a b o r a t e d .
He was n o t  c o n c e r n e d  afccut  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v i c t i c n s  of  
J o n a t h a n ' s  f u t u r e  w i f e ,  e v e n  l e s s  s o  a b o u t  h e r  h o u s e k e e p i n g  
s k i l l s — i n  h i s  mind t h e  " p a s s a b l e  good s e n s e "  was 
s u f f i c i e n t -  Hhat  he  r e a l l y  f e a r e d  &as t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  power  
o f  s e x .  Y ou t h ,  d i s t a n c e ,  and an a t t r a c t i v e  young woman 
might  u n d e r m i n e  b o t h  h i s  f a t h e r l y  a u t h o r i t y  and  h i s  f o n d  
hopes  f o r  J o n a t h a n .  &s G o v e r n o r  B e l c h e r  ( and King  Solomon) 
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57- On B e l c h e r ’ s  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t u r n i p s  ( " I  e a t  no o t h e r  
r o o t 1' )  an d  c i d e r ,  s e e  B e l c h e r  L e t t e r  B o o k ,  I I ,  O c t o b e r  
25 ,  1731;  on c o n c e r n  a b o u t  c h i l d r e a r i n g  and  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h  s o n s  o v e r  m a r r i a g e ,  I I ,  J u n e  2 0 ,  1732 (To t h e  
B i s h o p  o f  L i n c o l n )  ,  and V I ,  F e b -  1 5 ,  1 7 3 9 / 4 0  (2o Rev- 
J o s e p h  S e v a l l ) .
P a r t  I kc
And t h e  L o r d  God s a i d ,  I t  i s  n o t  good t h a t  t h e  man s h o u l d  
he  a l o n e :  I  w i l l  make him an h e l p  mee t  f o r  h im.
And t h e  L o r d  God c a u s e d  a deep  s l e e p  t o  f a l l  upon Adam, 
and h e  s l e p t :  and  he  t o o k  one  o f  h i s  r i b s ,  and  c l o s e d  up t h e  
f l e s h  i n s t e a d  t h e r e o f ;  And t h e  r i b ,  which  t h e  Lord  God ha d  
t a k e n  f r o m  man,  made he  a woman, and b r o u g h t  h e r  u n t o  t h e  
man.
And Adam s a i d ,  T h i s  i s  now bone  o f  my b o n e s ,  an d  f l e s h  o f  
my f l e s h ;  s h e  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  Bcman,  b e c a u s e  she  was t a k e n  
ou t  o f  ban .
T h e r e f o r e  s h a l l  a man l e a v e  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  h i s  m o t h e r ,  
and s h a l l  c l e a v e  un to  h i s  w i f e :  and  t h e y  s h a l l  be  one  f l e s h -
And t h e y  we re  b o t h  n a k e d ,  t h e  man an d  h i s  w i f e ,  and  were  
n o t  a s h a m e d .
G e n e s i s  2 ;  18, 2 1 - 2 5
And t h e  man s a i d ,  The woman whom t h o u  g a v e s t  t o  me, s h e
gave me o f  t h e  t r e e ,  an d  I  d i d  e a t .
And t h e  L o r d  God s a i d  u n t o  t h e  woman, S h a t  i s  t h i s  t h a t
t h ou  h a s t  d o n e ?  And t h e  woman s a i d .  The  s e r p e n t  b e g u i l e d
me, and I  d i d  e a t .
And t h e  Lord God s a i d  u n t o  t h e  s e r p e n t .  B e c a u s e  t h o u  h a s t  
done t h i s ,  t h o u  a r t  c u r s e d  a b o v e  a l l  c a t t l e ,  and a b o v e  e v e r y  
b e a s t  o f  t h e  f i e l d ;  upon t h y  b e l l y  s h a l t  t h o u  go ,  and  d u s t  
s h a l t  t h o u  e a t  a l l  t h e  d a y s  c f  t hy  l i f e ;
And I  w i l l  p u t  e n m i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e e  and  t h e  woman, and  
between t h y  s e e d  and  h e r  s e e d ;  i t  s h a l l  b r u i s e  t h y  h e a d ,  and  
t hou  s h a l t  b r u i s e  h i s  h e e l .
Unto t h e  woman he s a i d ,  I  w i l l  g r e a t l y  m u l t i p l y  t h y  
so r ro w  a n d  t h y  c o n c e p t i o n ;  i n  s o r r o w  t h o u  s h a l t  b r i n g  f o r t h  
c h i l d r e n ;  and  t hy  d e s i r e  s h a l l  be t o  t hy  h u s b a n d ,  and  he  
s h a l l  r u l e  o v e r  t h e e .
And u n t o  Adam he s a i d ,  B e c a u s e  tfccu h a s t  h e a r k e n e d  u n t o  
t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h y  w i f e ,  and  h a s t  e a t e n  o f  t h e  t r e e ,  o f  wh ic h  
I  commanded t h e e ,  s a y i n g ,  Thou s h a l t  n o t  e a t  o f  i t ;  c u r s e d  
i s  t h e  g r o u n d  f o r  t h y  s a k e ;  i n  s o r r o w  s h a l t  t h o u  e a t  o f  i t  
a l l  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h y  l i f e . . .
And Adam c a l l e d  h i s  wi fe®s  name Eve;  b e c a u s e  s h e  was t h e  
mothe r  o f  a l l  l i v i n g .
G e n e s i s  3 ;  1 2 - 1 1 ,  20
C h a p t e r  F i v e  
The S e r p e n t  B e g u i l e d  Me
I t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a r e s t o r a t i o n  c o m e d y - [ l ]  I n  t h e  
s p r i n g  of  1663 J o h n  R o l f e ,  a Newbury f i s h e r m a n ,  wen t  o f f  t o  
N a n t u c k e t ,  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  a c c s e l y  a n d  " t c e r i l y  d i s p o s e d ” 
young w i f e  named Mary-  B e in g  " a  v e r i e  l a v i n g  h u s b a n d , " 
f i o l f e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  Mary t o  " l i v e  C h e r f u l l y  a s  he  t h o u g h t  and 
want f o r  n o t h i n g 1' i n  h i s  a b s e n c e .  He a s k e d  B e t t y  W e b s t e r ,  a  
s i n g l e  v o a a n  i n  t h e  n e i g k t c r h c c d  t c  s t a y  w i t h  Mary u n t i l  h e  
r e t u r n e d -  B e t t y ' s  s t e p f a t h e r ,  Goc daan  John  Emery ,  who was a 
town s e l e c t m a n ,  p r o m i s e d  t o  be  a s  f a t h e r  t o  b o t h  young  
women- But  R o l f e ' s  c a r e f u l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  p ro ved  a s n a r e -  No 
so o n e r  had  he s a i l e d  c u t  c f  Newbury h a r b o r  when two 
s t r a n g e r s  f r o m o l d  E n g l a n d  s a i l e d  i n -  Henry G r e e n l a n d  and  
John C o r d i n ,  p h y s i c i a n s  an d  g e n t l e m e n ,  came t o  l o d g e  a t  t h e  
Emery h o u s e .
Mary c o n f i d e d  t o  B e t t y  S e b s t e r  t h a t  "Mr C o r d i n g  was a s  
p r e t t y  a C a r r i a d g  man a s  Ever  s h e e  saw i n  h i r  l i f e . "  But  
G r e en l a nd  p r o v e d  mere i n t e r e s t i n g  s t i l l -  He was u n i n h i b i t e d  
by t h e  p i o u s  m a n n e r s  o f  t h e  Newbury f o l k -  At  s u p p e r ,  b e f o r e  
Goodman E n e r y  c o u l d  h a l f  f i n i s h  p r a y e r ,  "Mr g r e n l a n d  p u t  on 
h i s  h a t t  and s p r e a d  h i s  n a p k i n  and  s t o r e d  t h e  sampe and  s a i d  
Cora L a n d l o r d  l i g h t  s u p p e r  s h o r t  g r a c e - "  Mary was b o t h
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e n t i c e d  and  t r o u b l e d  by  b i s  a t t e n t i o n s .  When b e  p u l l e d  h e r  
t ow a rd  b i n  by h e r  a p r o n  s t r i n g s ,  sh e  r e s i s t e d  a t  f i r s t ,  o n l y  
g i v i n g  way,  a s  s h e  s a i d ,  " t o  s a v e  my a p r o n . "  One m i n u t e  sh e  
r ebuked  him f o r  a c t i n g  " an  u n c i v e i l  p a r t . "  The n e x t  s h e  was 
l a u g h i n g  and  e a t i n g  samp wi th  him o u t  o f  o n e  d i s h  and  w i t h  
one s p o o n .
L a t e  on e  n i g h t ,  Mary was i n  b ed  w i t h  B e t t y  f e e d i n g  h e r  
baby when Hen ry  G r e e n l a n d  k no c k ed  on t h e  window.
F r i g h t e n e d ,  s h e  made no a n s w e r .  " E e t t y e ,  B e t t y e , "  G r e e n l a n d  
c a l l e d .  " S i l l  you  l e t  me s t a n d  h e r e  a n d  s t a r v e  w i t h  t h e  
c o l d . "  B e t t y  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  a l r e a d y  i n  b e d ,  t h a t  
t h e y  would  n o t  l e t  him i n ,  t h a t  t h e y  we re  a f r a i d  o f  h i m .  He 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  p l e a d ,  p r o t e s t i n g  t h a t  he "wou ld  doe  them noe  
h i r t ,  b u t  d e s i r e d  t o  smoke a p i p e  o f  t a t a c c o . "  B e t t y  l e t  him 
i n .  S t i l l  i n  b e d ,  Mary t o l d  h e r  t o  r a k e  up t h e  f i r e  t o  g i v e  
Mr. G r e e n l a n d  some l i g h t .  S h i l e  B e t t y  b e n t  o v e r  t h e  h e a r t h  
wi th h e r  t a c k  t o  t h e  ro o m ,  G r e e n l a n d  p u l l e d  o f f  h i s  c l o t h e s  
and c l i m b e d  i n t o  b e d .  J u s t  a s  B e t t y  t u r n e d  a r o u n d ,  Mary 
f a i n t e d .
" S i r , "  c r i e d  B e t t y ,  " w h a t  ha v e  y e a  d o n e ?  You h a v e  p u t  
t h e  women i n t o  a f i t t . "
" I h e  D e v e l l  h a s  s u c h  f i t t s , "  s a i d  G r e e n l a n d ,  s c r a m b l i n g  
o u t  o f  b e d .  " I t  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  a mad f i t t . "
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S u d d e n l y  Mary was c o n s c i o u s -  " S h a t  o f f e n c e  h a v e  I  ha ve  
g iven  t h a t  you s h o u l d  s p e k e  s u c h  w o r d s , "  s h e  e x c l a i m e d .  
G r e e n l a n d  j umped  b a c k  i n t o  b e d .
" L o r d  h e l p  me, "  s h e  s h r i l l e d .  At  t h a t  moment ,  Hen ry  
L e s s e n b y ,  a n e i g h b o r ’ s  s e r v a n t ,  j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  walk b y .
He had e a r l i e r  o b s e r v e d  G r e e n l a n d ’ s  a t t e n t i o n s  t o  Goody 
R o l f e .  H e a r i n g  t h e  c r y ,  he r a n  t o  t h e  B c l f e  d o o r  and  
knocked l o u d l y .  " l y e  s t i l l , "  w h i s p e r e d  G r e e n l a n d ,  " f o r  now 
t h e r e  a r e  two w i t n e s s e s ,  we s h a l l  be t r i e d  f o r  o u r  l i v e s . "  
But L e s s e n b y  was n o t  t o  be d i s c o u r a g e d  by  s i l e n c e .  He 
c l i m be d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w indow,  s t u m b l e d  i n t o  t h e  room i n  t h e  
d a r k ,  and  f e l t  h i s  way t o  t h e  b e d s i d e -  I n  t h e  dim l i g h t  
from t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  h e  d i s c e r n e d  a g e n t l e m a n ’ s  c l o t h e s  on a 
box by t h e  b e d .  R e a c h i n g  f o r  t h e  p i l l o w ,  he  f e l t  a  b e a r d -  
J u s t  as he s u s p e c t e d ,  i t  was G r e e n l a n d .
L e s s e n b y  m i g h t  h a v e  r a i s e d  a c o m m o t i o n ,  b u t  he c h o s e  
i n s t e a d  t o  a c t  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a g e  s e r v a n t  who, l o v i n g  a 
s e c r e t ,  i s  drawn t h r o u g h  v a n i t y  o r  c u p i d i t y  i n t o  t h e  
i n t r i g u e s  o f  h i s  b e t t e r s .  As h e  l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  i t ,  "The 
woman an d  I  went  a d o r e  t o  C o n s i d e r  what  was b e s t  t o  be  done  
so we t h o u g h t  b e c a s  he was a s t r a n g e r  a n d  a  g r e a t  man i t  was 
n o t  b e s t  t o  make a n  up Hore  b u t  t o  l e t  him go way i n  a  
p r i v a t e  m a n e r . "
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H e r e  t h e  p l o t  c a l l s  f o r  d e e p e r  e n t a n g l e m e n t s ,  f o r  p a c t s  
between t h e  g e n t l e m a n  and t h e  n a i d ,  h a l f - k e p t  p r o m i s e s  
w h i s p e r e d  on t h e  d o o r s t e p  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  t h e  
r e t u r n  o f  t h e  c u c k o l d e d  h u s b a n d -  But  t h i s  l i t t l e  d r ama was 
not  e n a c t e d  on t h e  London s t a g e  b u t  i n  a M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
v i l l a g e .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  young w i f e  was r e s c u e d  by  an o l d  
wi fe ,  t h e  h u s b a n d  was a v e n g e d ,  and t h e  d e n o u e m e n t  was p l a y e d  
i n  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t -  Goody H o l f e  had  a p i o u s  m o t h e r  and  an  
o b s e r v a n t  s i s t e r -  a t  m e e t i n g  on S u n d a y ,  S a r a h  B i s h o p  saw 
t h a t  h e r  s i s t e r  Mary l o c k e d  " s a d d  S a a l l e n c h c l l y  h e r  e y e s  
swoln w i t h  c r y i n g - ”
" H h a t  i s  t h e  m a t t e r , "  s h e  a s k e d .  Mary w e p t -  " I  am s o  
t r o u b l e d  S h a u n t e d  w i t h  G r e e n l a n d  I  c a n n o t  t e l l  wha t  t o  d o . "  
Sarah a l e r t e d  h e r  m o t h e r ,  who r e s o l v e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  R o l f e  
house  t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g -  Her  f e a r s  we re  c o n f i r m e d  when 
coaling n e a r  t h e  h o u s e  s h e  o b s e r v e d  a boy r u s h i n g  o u t  w i t h  a 
g l a s s — t o  g e t  l i g u o r  f o r  E o c t o r  G r e e n l a n d ,  he  s a i d -  Goody 
Bishop s a t  f o r  two h o u r s  i n  h e r  d a u g h t e r ’ s  heme,  w a t c h i n g  
and o b s e r v i n g  a nd  w a i t i n g  f o r  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e a k .
F i n a l l y  G r e e n l a n d  l e f t .
"a h a t  i s  t h e  R e a s o n  t h i s  man c a s e  h i t h e r ? ” s h e  a s k e d .
" I  know n o t , ” a n s w e r e d  Mary ,  who s e emed  t o  f e a r  t e l l i n g  
her  m o t h e r  a l l  t h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  b e t w e e n  t hem -  She f i n a l l y  
c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  G r e e n l a n d  h a d  " w i t h  many Ar g um en t s  i n t i c e d  
her  t o  t h e  a c t  o f  u n c l e a n n e s s , ” b u t  r e a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  "god
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had h i t h e r t o  h e l p e d  h e r  r e s i s t  him 5 h o p e d  s t i l l  h e e  w o u l d , " 
" W i l l  you v e n t u r e  t c  l a y  u n d e r  t h e s e  t e m p t a t i o n s  S 
c o n c e a l e d  w i c k e d n e s s , "  c r i e d  h e r  m o t h e r .  "Tou  may P ro v o a k  
God t o  l e a v e  you 6 t h e n  you w i l l  come u n d e r  G r e a t  B l a m e . "
" I  know n o t  w h a t  t o  d e e , "  s h e  s i g h e d .  "Hee i s  i n  
C r e d i t t  i n  t h e  Towne,  some t a k e  him t c  be  g o d l y  S s a y  h e e
ha th  g r a c e  i n  h i s  f a c e ,  he h a v e  an  h o n e s t  l o k e ,  he ha ve  s u c h
a c a r r i g e  t h a t  he  d e c e i v e  many:  I t  i s  s a i d e  t h e  G o v e r n o r
s e n t  him a l e t t e r  C o u n t i n g  i t  a mercy  s u c h  a n  I n s t r u m e n t  was
i n  t he  C o u n t r y ,  and  what  s h a l l  s u c h  a p o r e  young  woman a s  I  
doe i n  s u c h  a c a s e ,  my h u s b a n d  b e i n g  n o t  a t  hom e . "  As i f  t o  
comfo r t  h e r  m o t h e r ,  Mary a d d e d ,  " B e t t y  S I  h a v e  p r o m i s e d  t o  
bee f a i t h f u l l  t o  e a c h  e t h e r  & t o  h e l p  one  a n o t h e r , "
Goody B i s h o p  was t r o u b l e d .  " T h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  t o  
bee k e p t  p r i v a t e , "  s h e  s a i d .  "Goodman Emery b e e i n g  g r a n d  
Ju ry -man  must  p r e s e n t  t h e n . "  When c o n f r o n t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,
Goodman Emery p r o v e d  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c t  t h e  p a r t  o f  m o r a l  
g u a r d i a n .  (Had h e  s e e n  t oo  much " m e r r i n e s s "  on M a r y ' s  
p a r t ? )  He p r o m i s e d  t o  k e e p  c l o s e r  wa t ch  on G r e e n l a n d ,  t o  
l ock  up t h e  h a r d  d r i n k ,  and t c  s e e  t h a t  t h e  D o c t o r  s t a y e d  
home when h a l f - d r u n k ,  h u t  he  f e l t  m a t t e r s  were  b e s t  k e p t  
g u i e t  f o r  t h e  moment .  He c o u l d  s e e  no harm done -
Goody B i s h o p  was n o t  t o  be  s o o t h e d  by p r o m i s e s .  On h e r  
way home s h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  Goodv Emery an d  e x p l a i n e d  t o  h e r  
a l l  t h a t  had h a p p e n e d .  The w i f e  p r o v e d  mere s y m p a t h e t i c
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than  t h e  h u s b a n d .  T o g e t h e r  t h e  twc  women r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
Holfe h o u s e ,  p r e s s e d  Mary and  E e t t y  f u r t h e r ,  and c o n c l u d e d  
t h a t  G r e e n l a n d ’ s  a c t i o n s  h a d  b e en  ”more  g r o s s ” t h a n  t h e y  had 
f i r s t  b e l i e v e d .  Bhen s h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  Goody 
Emery ” s e e s e d  t o  be e  much t r o u b l e d ,  £ w i s h e d  hee had  n e v e r  
come t o  h e r  h o u s e . ”
"I  d a r e  n o t  k e e p  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t h e s e  p r i v a t e  upon my 
ovne h e a d , ” s a i d  Goody B i s h o p  a s  t h e  two women p a r t e d -
"Doe w i s e l y . ” a n s w e r e d  h e r  f r i e n d -
T h a t  n i g h t ,  h a v i n g  a s k e d  f o r  God’ s  d i r e c t i o n ,  Goody 
Bishop r e v e a l e d  a l l  t h a t  s h e  krew t o  a  ” w i se  man” i n  t h e  
town, a s k i n g  f o r  h i s  a d v i c e .  He d i r e c t e d  h e r  t o  t h e  
m a g i s t r a t e s .  Hen ry  G r e e n l a n d  was t r i e d  by j u r y  a t  h i s  own 
r e q u e s t ,  p e r h a p s  c o u n t i n g  on  h i s  good  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
town, b u t  was c o n v i c t e d  c f  a t t e m p t e d  a d u l t e r y  and  f i n e d  t h e  
whopping sum o f  t h i r t y  p o u n d s -  The c i t i z e n s  o f  Newbury 
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p i o u s  m o t h e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  d a z z l i n g  s t r a n g e r .  
John H o l f e  r e t u r n e d  f r o a  N a n t u c k e t  a v e n g e d -
G r e e n l a n d ’ s c o n v i c t i o n  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  down t h e  c u r t a i n  
on t h e  c a s e ,  h o w e v e r .  I n  t h e  weeks t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  a c t i o n  s p i l l e d  o v e r  i n t o  a number  o f  s u i t s  and 
c o u n t e r s u i t s  a s  f e e l i n g s  among t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s  
s u r f a c e d .  Mary H o l f e  was f i n e d  and  bound t o  good b e h a v i o r ,  
no t  j u s t  f o r  h e r  d a l l i a n c e  w i t h  G r e e n l a n d  b u t  f o r  
i m p l i c a t i n g  J o h n  Emery i n  t h e  c a s e  by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  he
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a ided  a nd  a b e t t e d  b i s  l o d g e r -  John  Emery f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  
c ou r t  when a number  o f  townsmen b r o u g h t  an  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
him f o r  e n t e r t a i n i n g  s t r a n g e r s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t own 
r e s t r i c t i o n s -  Henry L e s s e n b y  was p r e s e n t e d  f o r  p u l l i n g  down 
a boa rd  and g o i n g  i n t o  G c c d v i f e  H o l f e * s  window.  B e t t y  
Webs t e r ,  a t  o d d s  w i t h  h e r  p a r e n t s  f o r  s e e m i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  
Mary ' s  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  a g a i n s t  t h em ,  was c h a s t e n e d  f o r  
g iv in g  a f a l s e  o a t h -  Bu t  a t  l a s t  t h e  c a s e  r a n  i t s  c o u r s e -  
A f t e r  a h a l f - h e a r t e d  a p p e a l ,  G r e e n l a n d  p a i d  h i s  f i n e .
Emery ' s  n e i g h b o r s  w i t h d r e w  t h e i r  s u i t -  The c o u r t  d e n i e d  
Emery ' s  own s l a n d e r  c a s e  a g a i n s t  J o h n  H o l f e  and  a t  t h e  same 
t ime  r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  H o l f e  a j u d g m e n t  a g a i n s t  E m e r y . [ 2 ]  The 
v i l l a g e  r e t u r n e d  t o  d a i l y  b u s i n e s s ,  and Mary H o l f e  became 
once more a m o de s t  and  h c a e - l c v i n g  w i f e .
The G r e e n l a n d - R o l f e  c a s e  v i v i d l y  p o r t r a y s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
a s s u m p t i o n s  which g o v e r n e d  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  i n  e a r l y  New 
England-  Beyond t h a t ,  i t  t a k e s  u s  t c  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  ke y  
i s s u e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  c f  t h e  w e s t e r n  f a m i l y .  The e v i d e n c e  
i s  a l l  t h e  more c o n v i n c i n g  s i n c e  i t  e m a n a t e s ,  n o t  f r o m t h e  
pens  of  d r a m a t i s t s  o r  m o r a l i s t s ,  b u t  f rom t h e  a c t u a l  e v e n t s  
i n  an o b s c u r e  v i l l a g e -  I n  t h e i r  own t e s t i m o n y  a nd  i n  t h e  
t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s ,  t h e  o u t r a g e d  m o t h e r ,  t h e  
l i b e r t i n e  s t r a n g e r ,  and  t h e  b e f u d d l e d  w i f e  em e rg e  w i t h  
a lmos t  m y t h i c a l  c l a r i t y -  To u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  v i l l a g e  
m o r a l i t y  p l a y ,  we mus t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  meaning o f
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the  c h a r a c t e r s .  T h a t  t h e y  do n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  
s t a g e  t r i a n g l e — h u s b a n d ,  w i f e ,  and l e v e r — i s  i n  i t s e l f  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  Hha t  c a n  we make c f  a p l o t  which  c a s t s  a 
mother  a s  m o ra l  g u a r d i a n ,  a d a s h i n g  E n g l i s h m a n  a s  a s s a i l a n t ,  
and a p r e t t y  young b r i d e  a s  v i c t i m ?
One o b v i o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  would make P u r i t a n i s m  t h e  
r e a l  p r o t a g o n i s t . £ 3 ]  S u r e l y  Goody B i s h o p  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
communi ty s u r v e i l l a n c e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  r u l e  o f  t h e  
S a i n t s .  As Mary H o l f e * s  a e t h e r  s h e  u p h e ld  a  m o r a l i t y  
t h u n d e r e d  f rom t h e  p u l p i t  and e n f o r c e d  by  t h e  c o u r t .  As f o r  
Henry G r e e n l a n d ,  t h e  l i b e r t i n e  E n g l i s h m a n ,  h e  was a Thomas 
Hor ton {or Tom J o n e s )  c a u g h t  i n  a s o c i e t y  he d i d  n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d ,  i n c r i m i n a t e d  a s  much by h i s  a t t i t u d e  a s  h i s  
a c t s -  How many o f  h i s  r e p o r t e d  b o a s t s — t h a t  i t  d i d n ' t  
m a t t e r  t h a t  he  had  a  w i f e  i n  E n g l a n d ,  t h a t  Mary n e ed  n o t  
worry a b o u t  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  t h a t  he c c u l d  a f f o r d  two 
wives— w e re  i n  j e s t ?  He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  he  meant  no  h a r m ,  b u t  
i n  Newbury h i s  c a r e f r e e  words  condemned h im-  I n  t h i s  v i e w ,  
Mary H o l f e  h a r d l y  m a t t e r s .  The r e a l  c o n f l i c t  was b e t w e e n  
two c u l t u r e s — P u r i t a n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and  M e r r y  E n g l a n d -
l e t  a c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c f  t h e  c a s e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  
most  s e r i o u s  d i v i s i o n  was n o t  be tw een  t h e  t own  and  t h e  
s t r a n g e r  b u t  w i t h i n  t h e  commun i ty  i t s e l f — a n d  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  
mind o f  Mary R o l f e .  Dragged  i n t o  c o u r t  by t h e  n e i g h b o r s ,  
John Emery a n g r i l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  f a t e f u l  n i g h t
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someone had  p u t  " f i g  d u s t "  ( t o b a c c o  s h a v i n g s )  a n d  p e b b l e s  i n  
G r e e n l a n d ' s  b e d -  Had Mary B o l f e  s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  i n v i t e d  t h e  
p r e t t y  g e n t l e m a n  t o  r a p  an  h e r  window and  a s k  f o r  a  l i g h t ?  
Had B e t t y  W e b s t e r  c r  s o a e c n e  e l s e  i n  E m e r y ' s  f a m i l y  b e en  
p l ay in g  t r i c k s  on them b o t h ? £ h ]
The drama o f  Mary B o l f e — l i k e  t h e  l a r g e r  h i s t o r y  wh ich  
i t  r e p r e s e n t s — c an  be  a n a l y z e d  a t  s e v e r a l  l e v e l s -  At  t h e  
most  b a s i c  i t  i s  a s e d u c t i o n  s c e n e .  A l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s  a r e  
t h e r e :  t h e  l i t t l e  g a m e s ,  t h e  knowing  l a u g h t e r ,  t h e  h a l f s e n t  
s i g n a l s ,  t h e  r i t u a l  r e s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  l e a p  i n t o  b e d ,  a n d — on 
both  s i d e s — t h e  p s y c h i c  r i s k s ,  f e a r  c f  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , of  
r e j e c t i o n ,  a n d  o f  b e t r a y a l -  Sex i s  a good s o u r c e  o f  co medy ,  
on and o f f  t h e  s t a g e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s u c h  a p r i m e  s o u r c e  o f  
a n x i e t y .  The u n d e r l y i n g  hufiam drama i s  t i m e l e s s — b u t  i t  i s  
a lways s e t  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  t i a e  a n d  p l a c e -  As P h i l l i p  A r i e s  
has  s a i d ,  " t h e  a t t i t u d e  t o  s e x ,  and d o u b t l e s s  s e x  i t s e l f ,  
v a r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  and  c o n s e q u e n t l y  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  p e r i o d  and m e n t a l i t y . " [ 5  ]
S i n c e  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  i n  New 
England h a s  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  r e p r e s s i o n  (an e m p h a s i s  
which s a y s  a s  much a b o u t  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  a n x i e t i e s  a s  
about  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p a s t - )  D e s p i t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  
Edmund s .  Morgan t o  d i s p e l l  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e  o f  t h e  " s a d  and  
s ou r "  s a i n t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  a s k ,  "How ' P u r i t a n '  
were t h e  P u r i t a n s ? " £ 6 ] M i c h a e l  2ucke rman  i n s i s t s  t h e y  were
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h o s t i l e  t c  t h e  f l e s h - [ 7 ]  P h i l i p  Gr e ve n  s a y s  t h a t  seme  o f  
them w e r e - [ 3 ]  P o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  b a d l y  p u t .  
The d y n a m i c s  o f  c u l t u r a l  c h a n g e  a r e  more u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  i f  
we examine  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  i n  New E n g l a n d  a s  l e s s  an  
i d e o l o g i c a l  t h a n  a co m m u n i ty  and  a g e n d e r  i s s u e .  To s e e  
Goody B i s h o p  a s  s i m p l y  an  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  P u r i t a n  r e p r e s s i o n  
i s  t o  o b s c u r e  t h e  c h i e f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  h e r  b e h a v i o r -  She 
was a c t i n g  o u t  a t r a d i t i o n a l  f e m a l e  r o l e  which  P u r i t a n i s m  
had r e i n f o r c e d  b u t  by  no  means  c r e a t e d -  L a u r e n c e  S t o n e ’ s  
a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " c h a n g i n g  r u l e s  a b o u t  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  h a v e  
n e a r l y  a l w a y s  been  made by men" h a s  v a l i d i t y  o n l y  on t h e  
most  f o r m a l  l e v e l - [ 9 3  Hen h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  w r i t t e n  t h e  
s t a t u t e s ,  t h e  t r e a t i s e s ,  and  t h e  s e r m o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  i n  p a r t  
d e f i n e d  a c c e p t a b l e  c o n d u c t ,  b u t  women hav e  o b v i o u s l y  b e e n  
pr imary  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  p o l i t i c s  o f  s e x .
To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d r ama  i n  Newbury one  mus t  
t a k e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  p r e t t y  much a t  t h e i r  s u r f a c e  v a l u e -  
Goody B i s h o p  was  an o l d  weman- Hary B o l f e  was a  young 
woman. Henry G r e e n l a n d  was an a g g r e s s i v e  m a l e -  The ke y  
q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e l i g i o n  t u t  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  
n a t u r e  of  f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e .  
The r e a l l y  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  a r e  e x p o s e d  i n  t h e  a c t i o n  i t s e l f  
wi th a l l  i t s  c o n f u s i o n  and  a p p a r e n t  i n c o n s i s t e n c y -  Hary 
Hol fe  was o b v i o u s l y  a t t r a c t e d  t o  G r e e n l a n d -  She  was a l s o  
a f r a i d  o f  h im-  s h e  o p e n l y  f l i r t e d  w i t h  him-  At  t h e  same
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t ime ,  s h e  was t r o u b l e d  by h e r  own f e e l i n g s  and  by t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  h e r  b e h a v i o r .  H e r  d i l emma  was 
c r e a t e d  by t h e  c o e x i s t e n c e  i n  one r u r a l  v i l l a g e  o f  an  
h i e r a r c h a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  a p e r v a s i v e  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n ,  
and p a t t e r n s  o f  f e m i n i n e  s o c i a b i l i t y  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  
E n g l i s h  f o l k w a y s .  A l l  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s  d e t e r m i n e d  h e r  
b e h a v i o r .  A c cu s to m e d  t o  d e f e r e n c e — t o  h e r  n e t h e r ,  t o  h e r  
hu sb a nd ,  to  t h e  s e l e c t m a n  n e x t  d o o r — s h e  was  e a s i l y  d a z z l e d  
by t h e  g e n t e e l  a p p e a r a n c e  and  a p p a r e n t  good name o f  
G r e e n l a n d ,  i h a t  r i g h t  had s h e  t o  g u e s t i c n  h i s  b e h a v i o r ?  
Though t a u g h t  t o  f e a r  God,  s h e  had n o t  y e t  a c g u i r e d  t h e  k i n d  
of c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h e r  own s e n s e  o f  r i g h t  which  p r o p e l l e d  h e r  
mother  t o  c h a l l e n g e  b o t h  a p o p u l a r  g e n t l e m a n  and a r e s p e c t e d  
town o f f i c i a l  by  b r i n g i n g  t h e  c a s e  t o  c o u r t -  F i n a l l y ,  i n  
he r  e a s y  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  G r e e n l a n d ' s  i n i t i a l  a d v a n c e s ,  Mary 
Hol fe  was r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a l i f e t i m e  c f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
f e m i n i n i t y .  P u r i t a n  g i r l s ,  l i k e  o r d i n a r y  E n g l i s h w o m e n  o f  
any p e r s u a s i o n ,  knew how to  l i g h t  p i p e s  f o r  s t r a n g e r s .
In  t h e  w e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  t h e  s e x u a l  m i s b e h a v i o r  o f  women 
has  u s u a l l y  b e en  c o n s i d e r e d  c f  g r e a t e r  c o n s e q u e n c e  t h a n  t h a t  
of  men. K e i t h  Thcmas  h a s  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  " d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d "  
i s  b u t  one  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  an  h e i r a r c h a l  s y s t e m  wh ich  
i n c l u d e d  no t  j u s t  t h e  s u b c r d i n a t i o n  c f  cne  c l a s s  t o  a n o t h e r  
b u t  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  t o  m a l e ,  i h u s ,  f r o m 
m ed i ev a l  t i m e s  " t h e  a b s o l u t e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  women ' s
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c h a s t i t y  was v e s t e d  n o t  i n  t h e  woman h e r s e l f ,  b u t  i n  h e r  
p a r e n t s  o r  h e r  h u s b a n d - " £  10 ] S i n c e  New E n g l a n d  was  p a r t  o f  
the  w e s t ,  i t  i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  
dou b l e  s t a n d a r d  embedded  i n  law-  D e s p i t e  P u r i t a n  t e a c h i n g ,  
which i n s i s t e d  upon s t r i c t  f i d e l i t y  f r o m b o t h  p a r t n e r s ,  t h e  
l e g a l  c o d e  e v e n  i n  H a s s a c h u s e t t s  d e f i n e d  a d u l t e r y  a s  s e x u a l  
i n t e r c o u r s e  w i th  a m a r r i e d  woman. A m a r r i e d  man who e n g a g e d  
i n  p h y s i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a s i n g l e  woman was g u i l t y  o n l y  o f  
f o r n i c a t i c n - [ 1 1 ]  From t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  Henry G r e e n l a n d ' s  
p u r s u i t  o f  Mary B o l f e  was n o t  j u s t  an a t t e m p t e d  s e d u c t i o n ,  
i t  was a t r e s p a s s  upon t h e  " p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s "  c f  J o h n  R o l f e ,  
who i n  f a c t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  s u e d  G r e e n l a n d  f o r  da mages  soon 
a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  f r o m  s e a -  ( l h e r e  was no  q u e s t i o n ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  o f  Mi s t r e s s  G r e e n l a n d  s u i n g  a n y o n e ,  e ve n  t h o u g h  s h e  
t oo  a r r i v e d  i n  New E n g l a n d  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  c a s e  came t o  
c o u r t - ) [  1 2 ]
T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  w o r l d ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  c o n c e p t  o f  
c h a s t i t y  was c h a l l e n g e d  by a r e l i g i o u s  c o n c e p t  wh ich  u p h e l d  
t h e  v a l u e  o f  p r e m a r i t a l  p u r i t y  and  m a r i t a l  f i d e l i t y  f o r  bo th  
s e x e s .  D e s p i t e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s ,  New E n g l a n d  law went  
f u r t h e r  t h a n  E n g l i s h  l a w  i n  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e s e  v a l u e s -  I n  
some r e s p e c t s ,  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a d u l t e r y  law was an  
anomaly,  d e p e n d e n t  l e s s  cn an E u r o p e a n  " d o u b l e  s t a n d a r d "  
t h an  on B i b l i c a l  p r e c e d e n t -  B e c a u s e  a d u l t e r y  was su c h  a 
h e i n o u s  c r i m e  i n  t h e  Eay Co l on y  ( p u n i s h a b l e  by d e a t h ) .
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c o n v i c t i o n s  we r e  r a r e . [ 1 3 ]  M a r r i e d  f o l k  c f  e i t h e r  s e x  we re  
u s u a l l y  p u n i s h e d  f o r  t h e  l e s s e r  c r i m e s  o f  " a t t e m p t e d  
a d u l t e r y , " " u n c l e a n n e s s , n o r  " l a s c i v i o u s  c a r r i g e . " I n  
p r o s e c u t i n g  f o r n i c a t o r s ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  c o u r t s  moved c l o s e r  
t o  a s i n g l e  s t a n d a r d .  S i n c e  wcnen c a r r i e d  t h e  mos t  
c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  t h e y  w e re  e a s i e r  t o  f i n d  
and c o n v i c t  t h a n  men,  b u t  t h e  c o u r t s  s o u g h t  o u t  u n m a r r i e d  
f a t h e r s  a s  e a r n e s t l y  a s  a e t h e r s  and  o f t e n  f o u n d  t hem.  Men 
had good r e a s o n  t o  f l e e ,  A wcoan*s  a c c u s a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i f  w i t n e s s e d  by t h e  m i d w i v e s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e l i v e r y ,  was 
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o n v i c t  a man,  a l l  h i s  p r o t e s t s  
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g . [ 1 4  ]
The r i g o r o u s  e n f o r c e m e n t  c f  t h e  m o r a l  l a w  i n  New 
England was c e r t a i n l y  l i n k e d  t o  P u r i t a n i s m ,  t h o u g h  n o t  
n e c c e s s a r i l y  t o  t h e  b r o o d i n g  g u i l t  and  p r u d e r y  w h i ch  h a v e  
been a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i t .  [ 1 5 ]  New E n g l a n d e r s  p u n i s h e d  
e x t r a m a r i t a l  s e x u a l i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  v a l u e d  m a r r i a g e  n o t  
because  t h e y  d e n i e d  t h e  f l e s h .  C o n s i d e r  N a t h a n i e l  
S a l t o n s t a l l  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  f o r  e x a m p l e .  k s  a m a g i s t r a t e  he  
s e n t e n c e d  f o r n i c a t o r s  and  a d u l t e r e r s  w i th  a l l  s o b e r n e s s ,  b u t  
i n  a c h a t t y  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  s e n  he  c o u l d  j c k e  a b o u t  t h e  n e w l y  
mar r i ed  m i n i s t e r  and  h i s  w i f e  who s l e p t  i n  an  u p s t a i r s  
chamber i n  t h e  f a m i l y  g a r r i s o n ,  " a n d  f o r  o u g h t  I  s e e ,  l o v e  
one a n o t h e r ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  n e t  up so  soon  a s  t h e  S u n . " [ 1 6 ]  
Anne B r a d s t r e e t  o f  Ando ve r  o p e n l y  c e l e b r a t e d  p h y s i c a l  l o v e
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i n  poems w r i t t e n  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  and  p u b l i s h e d  by h e r  
c h i l d r e n  a f t e r  h e r  d e a t h . £ 1 7 ]  In t h e  same p e r i o d  and  i n  t h e  
same s m a l l  t o w n s ,  a non ym ous  c a r v e r s  c r e a t e d  g r a v e s t o n e  
imagery wh i ch  was c l e a r l y  ( t h o u g h  p r c b a b l y  
u n s e l f c o n s c i o u s l y )  e r o t i c . £ 18]  F o r  e v e r y  e x a m p l e  o f  a 
g r i m - f a c e d  a s c e t i c  i n  e a r l y  Hew E n g l a n d  t h e r e  i s  a N a t h a n i e l  
S a l t o n s t a l l  o r  an  Anne B r a d s t r e e t .
Be must  be v e r y  c a r e f u l ,  h o w e v e r ,  a b o u t  d e f i n i n g  
s e x u a l i t y  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  h a r s h  l e n s  o f  t h e  l aw o r  t h e  
ro sy  g l a s s  o f  t h e  p o e t -  Bo th  d e v e l o p e d  f rom t h e  same e t h o s .  
For many New E n g l a n d e r s  s e x  was n e i t h e r  a  p o l l u t i n g  n o r  a 
l y r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  was s i m p l y  an i n s i s t e n t ,  s o m e t i m e s  
p l e a s u r a b l e ,  b u t  o f t e n  t r o u b l e s o m e  p a r t  o f  l i f e .  T h i s  was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  o f  women, f c r  whom s e x u a l i t y  was 
i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  m o t h e r i n g .  To 
examine New E n g l a n d  f o l k w a y s  i s  t o  d i s c o v e r  a  w o r l d  
s t r i k i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r c a  s t a t u t e  o r  s e r m o n .
Even i f  t h e  n o t i o n  had s u g g e s t e d  i t s e l f ,  t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e p a r a t i n g  s e x u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  f ro m t h e  
d a i l y  r o u n d  o f  l i f e  i n  New E n g l a n d -  P r o c r e a t i o n  was 
ev e r yw h e re ,  i n  t h e  b a r n y a r d  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  S i n c e  
s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  were  c r o w d e d  and d a r k n e s s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  
only  p r i v a c y ,  mos t  c h i l d r e n  g a i n e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  a w a r e n e s s  o f  
c o p u l a t i o n  f ro m  h a l f - m u f f l e d  s o u n d s  and s h a p e s  i n  t h e  n i g h t .  
Shen A b i g a i l  B i l l e y  c f  O y s t e r  R i v e r  wan t ed  t o  p r e v e n t  h e r
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husband f ro m " com in g  t o  h e r , "  s h e  p l a n t e d  h e r  two y o u n g e s t  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  c f  t h e  t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e m .
E n t e r t a i n i n g  a l o v e r ,  s h e  s i m p l y  s h o v e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  jto one  
s i d e ,  t e l l i n g  them t o  l i e  s t i l l  o r  e l s e  s h e  would  " k i c k  them 
o u t . "  The  n i g h t  J o h n  B i c k f c r d  s l e p t  w i t h  h e r  m o t h e r ,  
s e v e n - y e a r - o l d  J u d i t h  a i l l e y  t o l d  a New H a m p s h i r e  c o u r t ,  t h e  
bed " c r a . ked "  s o  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  s l e e p . [ 1 9 ]  A b i g a i l  H i l l e y ’ s  
e x t r a m a r i t a l  a f f a i r  was  d e v i a n t ,  b u t  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  wh ich  i t  
o c c u r r e d  was n o t .  f iany p e e r  c h i l d r e n  s h a r e d  a bed  wi th  
t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  T h o s e  who l e f t  t e s t i m o n y  i n  c o u r t  s i m p l y  had  
a chance  t o  w i t n e s s  wha t  o t h e r s  a l s o  knew.
S h a r i n g  r o o m s ,  b e d s ,  t e n c h e s ,  t r e n c h e r s ,  a nd  e v e n  
spoons ,  o r d i n a r y  New E n g l a n d e r s  had  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
deve lop  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  s e n s e  o f  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e  s o  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  " p o l i t e "  i n t e r a c t i o n .  C h a i r s  we re  r a r e .  Bedrooms h a r d l y  
e x i s t e d .  A l t h o u g h  i n  some f a m i l i e s  t h e  p a r e n t s '  b e d s t e a d  
was c u r t a i n e d  f o r  wa rmth  c r  p r i v a c y ,  i t  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  
oc cup i ed  " p u b l i c "  s p a c e . [ 2 0 ]  I n  mos t  d w e l l i n g s ,  a s  i n  Mary 
R o l f e ' s ,  t he  f r o n t  d o o r  o p e n e d  on a b e d ,  an a r r a n g e m e n t  
which c o u l d  s o m e t i m e s  r e s u l t  i n  t r o u b l e -  I h e n  S a r a h  L i n s e y  
woke one  n i g h t  and  f e l t  someone  b e s i d e  h e r ,  she  t h o u g h t  h e r  
husband had  come home f rom a j o u r n e y  u n e x p e c t e d l y -  But  when 
she saw a h a t  w i th  r i b b o n s  on i t  a t o p  a heap  o f  c l o t h e s  on 
t h e  f l o o r ,  s h e  knew i t  was n e t  h i s .  She  r a n  u p s t a i r s  t o  
f i n d  h e r  t r o t h e r ,  who came down a nd  wakened t h e  b e f u d d l e d
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s t r a n g e r -  " I  t h o u g h t  I  had  b e en  i n  my owne h o u s e  a n d  i n  ay 
own b e d , ” he  s a i d ,  i n s i s t i n g  he was n o t  " i n  d r i n k - ” "The 
more shame f o r  y o u , ” S a r a h  a n s w e r e d . [21  ]
T h e r e  were  p r o p r i e t i e s ,  o f  c o u r s e -  A r e s p e c t a b l e  woman 
did  n o t  u n d r e s s  b e f o r e  h e r  m a l e  s e r v a n t s  n o r  d i d  s h e  l i e  
under  t h e  c o v e r s  w i t h  a nan n e t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  b u t  she  m i g h t  
s l e e p  i n  t h e  same room w i t h  e i t h e r . [ 2 2 ]  She d i d  n o t  s i n g  
and d r i n k  w i t h  s t r a n g e r s  i n  t h e  t a v e r n ,  t h o u g h  o u t  c f  common 
h o s p i t a l i t y  s h e  would  c e r t a i n l y  smoke  a t  h e r  own h e a r t h  o r  
d o o r s t e p  w i t h  any o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s  f r i e n d s - [ 2 3 ]  She d i d  n o t  
s i t  on h e r  n e i g h b o r ’ s  l a  £ c r  k i s s  him i n  t h e  b a r n ,  b u t  w i t h  
good c o n s c i e n c e  sh e  c o u l d  s h a r e  h i s  h o r s e - [ 24 ] Lynn f o l k s  
were s h o c k e d  when Goody L e o n a r d  s t o o d  l a u g h i n g  a t  t h e  m i l l  
pond where  a g r o u p  c f  s e r v a n t s  were  s k i n n y - d i p p i n g ,  f o r c i n g  
t h e  "more  m o d e s t "  o f  t h e  s en  t c  p u t  an t h e i r  s h i r t s  i n  t h e  
wa t e r ,  l e t t i n g  them d r o p  "by  d e g r e e s "  a s  t h e y  came 
o u t . [ 2 5 ]  But  r e l a t i v e s  a t  I p s w i c h  a s  w e l l  a s  f r i e n d s  a t  t h e  
I s l e s  o f  S h o a l s  w e r e  j u s t  a s  s u r p r i s e d  a t  t h e  j e a l o u s y  o f  
B i l l i a m  Hew, who became  a n g r y  i f  any  man " s a l u t e d "  h i s  w i f e  
wi th a k i s s ,  ai. c u s t o m  which was a p p a r e n t l y  a s  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  
Hew En g la nd  a s  i n  o l d - [ 2 5 ]  Even i n  F o r i  t a n  t o w n s .  New 
E n g l a n d e r s  we re  more E l i z a b e t h a n  t h a n  V i c t o r i a n -
Such b e h a v i o r  i s  e a s i l y  m i s i n t e r p r e t e d ,  howe ve r -  
T w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  r e a d e r s ,  e n j o y i n g  t h e  " e a r t h i n e s s "  o f  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  may m i s t a k e  v e r b a l
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op en nes s  f o r  an  e a s y  a nd  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  
f l e s h -  The o p p o s i t e  i s  o f t e n  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  t r u t h -  I n  
p r e - m od e rn  s o c i e t i e s  s e x u a l  t e n s i o n s  a r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e  and a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  v e n t e d  i n  bawdy s t o r i e s  o r  i n  
e p i t h e t s  h u r l e d  a c r o s s  a f e n c e  i n  a n g e r -  To i m p u t e  a 
p e r s o n * s  s e x u a l  i n t e g r i t y  was a p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o t e n t  f o r m  o f  
s l a n d e r  i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  v a l u e s  
e n s h r i n e d  i n  f o r m a l  l a w  were  w i d e l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  b u t  
t e n u o u s l y  h e l d -  A l a r g e  number  o f  New E n g l a n d e r s  c o u l d  n o t  
t r u s t  t h e m s e l v e s — o r  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s .
How e l s e  c an  one  e x p l a i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  York 
County C o u r t  o f  Goody Sendum c f  K i t t e r y  whose c r i m e  
c o n s i s t e d  of  c a l l i n g  M i s t r e s s  A l i c e  S h a p l e i g h  " a  p e d l e r s  
T r u l l " ?  I n  a l e s s  c l o s e - k n i t  s o c i e t y ,  a w i l d  a c c u s a t i o n  
f l u ng  a t  t h e  w i f e  o f  a town o f f i c i a l  would h a r d l y  d e s e r v e  
t he  d i g n i t y  o f  a t t e n t i o n .  I n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  K i t t e r y  i t  
c a l l e d  f o r  a f o r c e d  r e t r a c t i o n ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  c o u r t  b u t  i n  
church-  [ 2 7 ]  B e c a u s e  t h i s  was a s o c i e t y  which s t i l l  d e p e n d e d  
p r i m a r i l y  upon e x t e r n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r n a l  c o n t r o l s ,  many 
New E n g l a n d e r s  r e s p o n d e d  n o t  s o  much t o  g u i l t  a s  t o  shame-  
The o p i n i o n  o f  o n e ' s  n e i g h b o r  was e v e r y t h i n g .
V i l l a g e  v e r d i c t s  were  s o a e t i a e s  more h a r s h  t h a n  t h e  
law- Even t h ou gh  h e r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  had  b e en  a n n u l l e d  by 
t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  and  sh e  had a c l e a r  r i g h t  t o  r e m a r r y ,  an 
Essex Coun ty  woman named Goody B e a l e  was s t i l l  s u b j e c t  t o
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s l a n d e r .  I n  1 6 7 0 ,  two men a t t a c k e d  h e r  h o u s e ,  b r a n d i s h i n g  
c l u b s ,  and  y e l l i n g  t c  h e r  s e c o n d  h u s b a n d ,  "Cone o u t  you 
c’uck o ld y  c u r r :  we a r e  c c a e  t c  t e a t  t h e e ;  t h o u g h  l i v e s t  i n  
a d u l t r y . "  E a r l i e r ,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a s g u a f c b l e ,  a f e m a l e  
n e i g h b o r  had c a l l e d  Goody E e a l e  a " j a d e "  and an 
" a d u l t e r e s s . ” [ 2 8 ]  H i n t s  o f  s c a n d a l  c o u l d  s u r v i v e  f o r  
d e c a d e s .  H a l f  a  c e n t u r y  a f t e r  h i s  p a r e n t s  had  a p p e a r e d  i n  
York Co u n t y  C o u r t  t o  a n s w e r  a c h a r g e  o f  f o r n i c a t i o n .  Ma jor  
Jo seph  Hanmond of l i t t e r y  s u e d  C a p t a i n  J o h n  H e a r d ,  who if> an  
a rgument  t a d  c a l l e d  h i s  t h e  " s e n  c f  a  Where"  a nd  s a i d  he 
cou ld  p r o n e  i t . [ 2 9 ]
Whore.  J a d e .  a d u l t e r e s s .  S t r u m p e t .  T r u l l -  Such 
words came q u i c k l y  t o  t h e  t o n g u e s  o f  v i l l a g e  g o s s i p s .  They 
meant e v e r y t h i n g  and  n o t h i n g .  Most  c o u n t r y  t o w n s  had  t h e i r  
l o o s e  women, t h o u g h  t h e r e  were  no p r c f e s s i o n a l  p r o s t i t u t e s  
i n  the  modern s e n s e .  V i l l a g e r s  were  c o n t e n t i o u s ,  
s u s p i c i o u s ,  and  a t  o n e  l e v e l  u n f o r g i v i n g ,  b u t  by modern 
s t a n d a r d s  t h e y  showed  an a s t o n i s h i n g  a b i l i t y  t o  a c c e p t  
d e v i a t i o n ,  e v e n  o f  t h e  mo s t  d i s r u p t i v e  k i n d . [ 3 0 ]  They 
p u n i s h e d ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  o s t r a c i z e ,  t h e i r  H e s t e r  P r y n n e s .  Most  
women— even t h o s e  w i t h  i l l e g i  t i a a t e  c h i l d r e n — e v e n t u a l l y  
m a r r i e d - [31  ]
T h i s  c u r i o u s  m i x t u r e  o f  s e v e r i t y  and  t o l e r a n c e  i s  
p a r t i a l l y  e x p l a i n e d  i n  r e l i g i c u s  t e r m s .  The  o l d  p r o v e r b ,  
" t h e r e  b u t  f o r  t h e  G r a c e  c f  Gcd go I , "  was a c c e p t e d
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l i t e r a l l y  by C a l v i n i s t s .  S i n c e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e v i l  was 
i n n a t e ,  one  c o u l d  n e t  p r o t e c t  t h e  comm un i ty  by  w a l l i n g  o f f  a 
few s i n n e r s .  Hot  t h a t  P u r i t a n s  b e l i e v e d  a l l  human e f f o r t  
f u t i l e .  E e s p o n s i b l e  C h r i s t i a n s  m u s t  do t h e i r  b e s t  t o  
p r e v e n t  t e m p t a t i o n  f r o m  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  b u t  God 
u l t i m a t e l y  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  c u t c c n e - [ 3 2 ]  D o n ' t  k e e p  
G r e e n l a n d ’s  p r o p o s i t i o n s  a s e c r e t ,  Goody B i s h o p  wa rn ed  h e r  
d a u g h t e r ,  o r  " y o u  may p r o v o a k  God t o  Lea ve  y o u - n [ 3 3 ]
For many Hew E n g l a n d e r s ,  h c w e v e r ,  r e l i g i o n  was b u t  a 
t h i n  o v e r l a y  on a  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a t a l i s m ,  a  p a s s i v e  and  
u n c r i t i c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  what  l i f e  b r o u g h t .  Cn t h e  p o s i t i v e  
s i d e  t h i s  m i g h t  mean c a r e f r e e  t u m b l i n g  i n  t h e  h a y ,  a r o b u s t  
embrace  o f  p h y s i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a l l  i t s  v a r i e t y .  On t h e  
n e g a t i v e  s i d e  i t  c o u 1d mean p r o f o u n d  p e s s i m i s m ,  a n  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  see  o n e s e l f  a s  i n  a n y  s e n s e  a s h a p e r  o f  e v e n t s .  Such  an 
a t t i t u d e  a f f e c t e d  b o t h  s e x e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h u t  i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  w o r l d  f a t a l i s m  a n d  f e a i n i o i t y  were  p o w e r f u l l y  
l i n k e d .  £ 34 ]
The s e r p e n t  beg  o i l e d  me, and I  a i d  e a t .  New E n g la n d  
m i n i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  b e r a t e  women f o r  t h e  s i n  o f  Eve .  I n  f a c t ,  
i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  i n  Eden  t h e y  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  
spoke o f  t he  " s i n  o f  Adam," p e r h a p s  u n c o n s c i o u s l y  a s s u m i n g  
male p r e - e m i n e n c e  e v e n  i n  e v i l  b u t  a t  l e a s t  s o m e t i m e s  
i n t e n t i o n a l l y  c o u n t e r i n g  t h e  a n c i e n t  m i s o g y n y - [ 3 5  ] E v e ' s  
s i n  was i n  one  s e n s e  h a r d l y  a s i n  a t  a l l .  He r  t r a n s g r e s s i o n
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was an i n e v i t a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  c f  h e r  n a t u r e — weak,  u n s t a b l e ,  
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  s u g g e s t i o n -  She was " b e g u i l e d - ” £36 ]
T h e r e  was  no g u e s t i o n  o f  one  s e x  b e i n g  more  o r  l e s s  
s i n f u l  t h a n  a n o t h e r -  O u t s i d e  c f  f a m i l y  and  commu n i ty  
gove rnmen t ,  m a l e s  were  c a r n a l ,  s e n s u a l ,  and  d e v i l i s h .
P u r i t a n  w r i t e r s  were  amazed  a t  t h e  s e x u a l  r e s t r a i n t  o f  
I n d i a n  men, who n e v e r  r a g e d  t h e i r  c a p t i v e s -  They  c o u l d  o n l y  
a t t r i b u t e  t h i s  a m a z i n g  p r e s e r v a t i o n  c f  New E n g l a n d  women t o  
d i v i n e  i n t e r v e n t i o n . [ 3 7 ]  No, b o t h  s e x e s  were  c u l p a b l e .  Bu t  
t h e y  we re  d i f f e r e n t -  Men r e q u i r e d  r e s t r a i n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when d r u n k -  Women n e e d e d  p r o t e c t i o n ,  n e t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  
i n n o c e n t  t u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were  n o t -  They were  p h y s i c a l l y  
and s e x u a l l y  v u l n e r a b l e -  T h e r e  we re  no " f a l l e n  women" i n  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g la n d  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e re  no 
u n t o u c h a b l e  o n e s .  M e d i c a l  c p i n i c n  r e g a r d i n g  f e m a l e  o rgasm 
was e x a c t l y  o p p o s i t e  wha t  i t  would become i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y -  C l i t o r a l  e r e c t i o n  was deemed e s s e n t i a l  f o r  
c o n c e p t i o n ;  f o l k l o r e  e v e n  a s sum ed  an e m i s s i o n  o f  s e e d . [ 3 8 ]  
Once a w ake ned ,  women w e re  c o n s i d e r e d  e s p e c i a l l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  
t o  t e m p t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  e x p l a i n e d  why young widows we re  su ch  
f r e q u e n t  t r a n s g r e s s o r s -  T h e i r  humble  c o n f e s s i o n s  i n  c o u r t  
and c h u r c h  r e i n f o r c e d  f o l k  wi sdom;  "He who wo o e th  a widow 
must go s t i f f  b e f o r e - " [ 3 9 ]
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As m ig h t  be  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  
s e x u a l  m i s b e h a v i o r  c f  women was r i c h e r  and  more d i r e c t  t h a n  
t h a t  f o r  s e n .  Even t h e  e p i t h e t s  " c u c k o l d ” and  “ p i m p ” t u r n  
on f e m a le  r a t h e r  t h a n  on male  p r o m i s c u i t y .  The o p p o s i t e  o f  
"whore” was " r o g u e , ” a t e r m  which  mixed s e x u a l  a n d  more 
g e n e r a l  m e a n i n g s . [ 4 0 ]  Fo r  a woman, s e x u a l  r e p u t a t i o n  was  
e v e r y t h i n g ;  f c r  a man i t  was p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  p a t t e r n  o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l t y -  A " w h e r e "  b e s t o w e d  h e r  f a v o r s  
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y ,  d e n y i n g  any  man e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  t o  h e r  
body.  A " r o g u e "  t r i c k e d  o r  f o r c e d  a woman i n t o  o U b m i s s i o n  
wi th  no r e g a r d  f o r  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  The wc rds  m i r r o r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  g e n d e r  r e l a t i c n s h i p s .  A woman g a v e ;  a  man t o o k .  
Because  t h e  f e s a l e  r o l e  was i n  i t s  n a t u r e  more  a m b i g u o u s ,  
l e s s  c l e a r l y  a c t i v e  w i t h o u t  g u i t e  b e i n g  p a s s i v e ,  a woman 
could  l o s e  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n  s i m p l y  i n  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d -  " Whore!  
baud! "  P a t r i c k  “ o r r i n  s h c u t e d  a t  Mary H a t e r  when s h e  r a n  
from t h e  h o u s e  a f t e r  an  a t t e m p t e d  a s s a u l t . [ 4 1 ]
So Hary B o l f e  s m i l e d  whem Henry G r e e n l a n d  p u l l e d  on h e r  
apron s t r i n g s ,  s h e  a t e  c u t  o f  h i s  d i s h  and l a u g h e d  a t  h i s  
j o k e s ,  and  p e r h a p s  e n j o y e d  t h e  game o f  c o n q u e s t  an d  
r e s i s t a n c e .  Hhen t h e  p l c t  gr ew more s e r i o u s ,  she  f o u n d  
h e r s e l f  c o n f u s e d .  l o  c a l l  f o r  h e l p  wculd be  a n  a d m i s s i o n  of  
c o m p l i c i t y .  Who would b e l i e v e  h e r  s t o r y  a g a n s t  a  man i n  
c r e d i t  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when e v e r y o n e  knew s h e  was 
young,  p r e t t y ,  and  " o f t e n  m e r r i l y  d i s p o s e d " ?  He r  o n l y
218
r e c o u r s e  t a s  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  c o u r t  and  c o n f e s s  h e r s e l f  " a  
poor  young  woman and  i n  an a f l i c t e d  C o n d i t i o n - ” The same 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  w h i ch  l e d  t c  h e r  t r o u b l e  m ig h t  s a v e  h e r  f r o m  
i t .
I f  t h e  r o l e  o f  Mary B o l f e  was c l e a r ,  s o  was t h a t  o f
Goody B i s h o p -  She  h a d  e a r n e d  h e r  p o s i t i o n  t h r o u g h
e x p e r i e n c e -  I n  New E n g l a n d ,  u l t i m a t e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p o l i c e
s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  was g i v e n  t o  men— t o  j u s t i c e s ,  j u r i e s ,
m i n i s t e r s ,  a nd  e l d e r s -  I n  r e a l i t y ,  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l t y
f o r  c o n t r o l l i n g  f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  was i n  t h e  h a n d s  c f  women.
The f o r m a l  r o l e  o f  m i d w i v e s  i n  f o r n i c a t i o n  c a s e s  g r ew  o u t  o f
a l a r g e r  and more p e r v a s i v e  s y s t e m  o f  i n f o r m a l  j u s t i c e .
J u s t  as  Goody B i s h o p  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  t u r n e d  t o  Goody Emery i n
d e t e r m i n i n g  h e r  c o u r s e  i n  r e s p o n s e  to Hen ry  G r e e n l a n d ,  so
o l d e r  women t h r o u g h o u t  New E n g l a n d  a c t e d  a s  a d v i s e r s ,
c o u n s e l o r s ,  and  u l t i m a t e l y  a s  j u d g e s ,  t h o u g h  s o m e t i m e s  t h e i r
v i s i b l e  r c l e  was  i n t e n t i c n a l l y  muted-  I n  S e p t e m b e r  of  1664,
E l i z a b e t h  P e r k i n s ,  S r .  and  Agnes  Ewens c f  T o p s f i e l d  s e n t
word t o  t h e  E s s e x  C o u n t y  c o u r t  t h a t  ‘' t h e y  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  t o
t e s t i f y  b u t  wou ld  d e p o s e  i f  c a l l e d - ” They  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t
wha t  had  b r o u g h t  them f o r t h  was t h e  b u s y  p r a t t l i n g  
of seme e t h e r ,  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o ne  whom t h e y  had  
t a k e n  a l o n g  w i t h  them t o  a d v i s e  a  young woman, 
whose s i m p l e  and  f o o l i s h  c a r r i a g e s  and  w o r d s ,  
h a v i n g  h e a r d  o f ,  t h e y  d e s i r e d  t c  a d v i s e  
b e t t e r - - - T h e y  d e s i r e d  t o  be e x c u s e d  f rom 
t e s t i f y i n g  b e c a u s e  what  was t c l d  them was a 
p r i v a t e  c o n f e s s i o n  which  t h e y  h ad  n e v e r  t o  t h a t  
day d i v u l g e d ,  and  t h e  woman had  n e v e r  o f f e n d e d  
s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  b u t  had  l i v e d  g r a v e l y  and 
s o b e r l y - [ 4 2 ]
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The two women a s s u m e d  a k i n d  c f  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  i m m u n i t y "  
i n  t h i s  c a s e  f ro m  t h e  i n q u i s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  o f f i c i a l s .  
The i r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e i r  can i m p o r t a n c e  i s  s t r i k i n g ,  b u t  
t h e  r o l e  t h e y  had p l a y e d  was n e t  u n u s u a l .
An h i e r a r c h a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  which  made women s u b j e c t  
t o  men, a r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  which  demanded  m o r a l i t y  f r o m  
b o t h  s e x e s ,  a n d  p a t t e r n s  o f  f e m i n i n e  b e h a v i o r  r o o t e d  i n  
t r a d i t i o n a l  f a t a l i s m — a g a i n s t  t h i s  b a c k d r o p  men a n d  women i n  
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  p l a y e d  o u t  an o l d  d rama o f  c o n g u e s t  and  
s e d u c t i o n .
G o r g e a n a . P r o v i nc e  c f  Ma ine ,  16 50- F o r  more t h a n  a 
ye a r  J a n e  Bond h a d  b e e n  t r o u b l e d  w i t h  " f a t  B o b e r t , "  who came 
t o  he r  hou se  on a t  l e a s t  f o u r  o c c a s i o n s  when h e r  h u s b a n d  was 
away " t o  t h e  E a s t . "  The f i r s t  t i m e  he  " s t r i v e d  w i t h  h e r  b u t  
h a r d l y  knew h u r  bod d y  f u l l y . "  S i x  mo n th s  l a t e r  he  came 
a g a i n ,  s  hen he t r i e d  t c  c r a w l  t h r o u g h  t h e  window,  she  
opened  t h e  d o o r  and  l e t  him i n .  " B o b e r t  C o l l i n s  l e a v e  my 
company and  m e d e l l  n o t  w i t h  m e , "  s h e  t o l d  h i m .  " I f  n o t  I  
w i l l  make you a shame t o  a l l  New E n g l a n d . "  But  t h o u g h  s h e  
t r i e d ,  s h e  " c o u l d  n e t  s a v e  h i r  s e l f e . " W h e t h e r  t h i s  h a d  
a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  a l c c h c l  i s  n o t  c l e a r ,  b u t  when he came 
t he  t h i r d  t i m e  a t  t w i l i g h t  and  s a t  on  h e r  d o o r s t e p ,  s h e  
would n o t  o p e n  t h e  d o o r .  " I  would h a v e  g i v e n  you some 
d r i n k e ,  " he s a i d .  She  a n s w e r e d ,  " I  know n o t  what  i s  i n  i t . "  
About m i d n i g h t  on a Hay e v e n i n g  a s  s h e  was making a c a k e  t o
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l e a v e  w i t h  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  who would  be a l o n e  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  
C o l l i n s  a g a i n  came t c  t h e  d o o r ,  t h i s  t i m e  p u s h i n g  t h e  d o o r  
a lm o s t  o f f  t h e  h i n g e s -  He a s k e d  h e r  t o  move h e r  y o d n g e s t  
c h i l d  o u t  of  t h e  bed  an d  l i e  w i t h  h im-  She r e f u s e d -  He 
f o r c e d  h e r .
' •Put  y o u r  f i n g e r  b u t  a l i t t e l l  i n  t h e  f i e r  you w i l l  n o t  
be a b l e  t c  I n d u e r  i t , "  s h e  t o l d  h i m ,  " b u t  I  o u s t  s u f f e r  
e t e r n a l l y - "  Then s h e  a d d e d ,  "You b u r n  i n  y o u r  l u s t - "
The n e x t  d a y ,  J a n e  went  t c  h e r  n e i g h b o r ,  H a r y  T ap p e -  
Her h e a r t  was h e a v y ,  s h e  was t r o u b l e d  t o  be  s o  ouch a l o n e ,  
she s a i d ,  a n d  she  was a f r a i d  t o  l i v e  s o .  Some o n e  had  b e e n  
a t  h e r  ho u se  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e -
" I t  m ig h t  be c a t t l e , "  t h e  n e i g h b o r  a n s w e r e d -  
" N o e , "  J a n e  s a i d ,  " i t  was n o t  c a t t e l l . "  Who t h e n  h a d  
been  t h e r e ?  J a n e  s i m p l y  r e p e a t e d  o v e r  and  o v e r  a g a i n ,
" A l a s e  I  am b u t  o n e ,  I  d a r e  n o t  r e v e a l e  i t . "
"Shy d i d  you n o t  c r y  c u t ,  " Ha ry  a s k e d .
" A l a s e , "  s h e  a n s w e r e d -  " I  may C ry  t e l l  my h a r t  
a k e . » [ 4 3 ]
S a l em,  E s s e x  C o u n t y , 1672 .  E l i z a b e t h  G o d e l l  was 
c a r e f u l  t c  t e l l  t h e  j u s t i c e  c f  t h e  p e a c e  t h a t  " t h e  l a n g u a g e  
John  s m i t h  used  t o  me and  t h e  A c t i o n s  we re  s u c h  a s  mos t  t e n d  
t o  t h e  way o f  h i s  c a l l i n g  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  C a t t e l  a n d  n o t  so  
l i k e  u n l a w f u l  d a l l i a n c e s  t e n d i n g  t o  u n c l e a n n e s s - n No
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a t t e m p t e d  r a p e — j u s t  c o n t i n u a l  and p e r s i s t e n t  a n n o y a n c e .
The r e c o r d  i s  n e v e r  more  s p e c i f i c ,  b u t  t h e  u n f c r o t h e r l y  
k i s s e s ,  t h e  m e a n i n g f u l  l o o k s ,  and t h e  w e l l - p l a c e d  p a t s  a r e  
easy t o  p i c t u r e -  T h e s e  " a s s a u l t s "  and  " a f f r o n t s "  had  b e e n  
going  on f o r  y e a r s ,  e v e r  s i n c e  h e r  s e n  Z a c h a r y  was a  l i t t l e  
boy.  S m i t h  a p p r o a c h e d  E l i z a b e t h  a t  h e r  s i s t e r ' s  h o u s e  when 
he was t h e r e  d i g g i n g  a w e l l ,  a t  G i l e s  C c i e y ' s  h o u s e  w h i l e  
Goody Corey  was b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e  l i n e n  f r om  t h e  b u s h e s ,  and  
once a t  h e r  own h o u s e  on t h e  L o r a ' s  day w h i l e  h e r  h u sb a n d  
was a t  m e e t i n g -  He be came  so i n s i s t e n t  a s  t h e y  r o d e  
t o g e t h e r  t o  h i s  w i f e ' s  l y i n g - i n  t h a t  s h e  was f o r c e d  t o  jump 
from t h e  h o r s e -  H o r k i n g  i n  a swamp n e a r  h e r  d w e l l i n g ,  he  
c a l l e d  f o r  f i r e -  Khen s h e  r e f u s e d  t o  s t a y  a n d  smoke  w i t h
him, he c h a s e d  h e r  up a h i l l -
Hhy d i d n ' t  s h e  c o m p l a i n ?  A male  n e i g h b o r  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  he had come i n t o  t h e  room a f t e r  o n e  a l l e g e d  a s s a u l t .
I f  t h e r e  was r e a l l y  a p r o b l e m ,  s h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  s a i d  
so m e th i n g  t h e n .  A l l  he  c c u l d  s e e  was " l a u g h i n g  and  
smoking - "
Fem a le  n e i g h b o r s  s a i d  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h  was a f r a i d .  She  
t o l d  them t h a t  S m i t h  was " a n  u g l y  r o g u e "  a n d  she  was 
f r i g h t e n e d  i f  sh e  t o l d  he  would k i l l  h e r  o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n  o r  
" h u r t  h e r  c r e a t u r e s - "  Even  i f  he  were  t r i e d  an d  c o n v i c t e d ,  
s h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  " w h a t  a s a d  l i f e  s h o u l d  I  ha v e  w i t h  my 
Husbands  r e a l t i o n s . "[ 4 4 ]
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K i t t e r y ,  Yo r k  C o u n t y ,  1710- Hhen J o h n  W h i t e ,  t h e  
t i n k e r ,  came t o  Mary J e n k i n " s  h o u s e  a s k i n g  t o  b o r r o w  a c o n o e ,  
she  was g l a d  t o  s e e  h i m .  Her h u s b a n d  Howland was f r e q u e n t l y  
a t  s e a  a n d  s h e  was a f r a i d  o f  I n d i a n s ,  who had  t a k e n  c a p t i v e s  
i n  he r  own n e i g h b o r h o o d .  S h e  t c l d  Whi t e  i f  h e  would s t a y  
t h e  n i g h t ,  s h e  wou ld  go w i t h  him t o  Mr- K e l l e y ’ s  h o u s e  i n  
town to  g e t  t h e  c a n o e -  He s t a y e d -  She s e n t  t o  a n e i g h b o r ' s  
hose  f o r  a p i p e  and  t o b a c c o ,  and  t h e  two  o f  t hem s a t  up most  
o f  t h e  n i g h t  t a l k i n g  and  s m o k i n g ,  " o n  two c h a i r s , "  she  s a i d -  
Near m o r n i n g ,  he t h r e w  h e r  on t h e  bed  an d  s a i d  he  would 
"have  h i s  w i l l  o f  h e r , "  k e e p i n g  h i s  f a c e  s o  c l o s e  t o  h e r s ,  
she  c o u l d  n o t  s c r e a m -  " I  was i n  Souch  a f i t , " s h e  t o l d  t h e  
c o u r t ,  " t h a t  I  do n o t  knew a l l  hee  d e ad  o r  how l o n g  he e  
St a  yed.  "
Ab o u t  d a y l i g h t  M a r y ’ s  m o t h e r  k n o c k e d  on  t h e  d o o r .
H h i t e  a n s w e r e d .  "You r  D a u g h t e r  would  n e t  L e t t  me come 
away, "  he  e x p l a i n e d ;  " S h e  was a f r a i d  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s . "
Goody M u gg e r id ge  w o r r i e d .  Mary ha d  g i v e n  b i r t h  t o  an  
i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d  b e f o r e  s h e  m a r r i e d  J e n k i n s  a s  h i s  t h i r d  
w i f e .  s h e  u r g e d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  n e t  t c  t e l l  h e r  h u s b a n d  o f  
W h i t e ' s  v i s i t .  Knowing he  " d i d  n o t  a l l o w  o f  any man t o  Be 
a t t  t h e i r  h o u s e  a f f t e r  i t  was H i g h t , "  s h e  was a f r a i d  he  
would "Go N e a r e  t o  K i l l  h e r - "  Mary d e c i d e d  upon h a l f - t r u t h -  
When J e n k i n s  r e t u r n e d ,  s h e  t o l d  him t h a t  " t h e  T i n k e r  Lay a t t  
t h e r e  hou se  t h e  N i g h t  b e f o r e , "  b u t  t h a t  Goody Pope  a l s o  l a y
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t h e r e ,  t h a t  W h i t e  had  r e f u s e d  t h e  women ' s  o f f e r  t o  g i v e  up 
t h e  b e d ,  t h a t  he  ha d  s l e p t  on c h a i r s ,  and t h a t  he  was ” an  
h o n e s t  a n d  c i v i l  a a o . " At a n e i g h b o r ' s  h o u s e  n e x t  da y ,  
J e n k i n s  c a s u a l l y  e n g a g e d  S a r a h  Pope  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  and 
found  s h e  had  n o t  s l e p t  w i t h  h i s  w i f e .  When Goody 
Mugge r idge  came t o  t h e  h o u s e  l a t e r ,  s h e  f o u n d  h e r  d a u g h t e r  
s i t t i n g  u n d e r  a t r e e .  She  r e f u s e d  t o  go i n s i d e ,  s a y i n g  " s h e  
w i shed  h e r  s e l f e  Dead h e r  h u s b a n d  had s o e  K i k t  h e r  and  h u r t  
h e r .  "£ 4 5 ]
D e s p i t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i n  p l a c e  and  i n  
t ime ,  t h e  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i l l u s t r a t e  common t h e m e s .  I n  e a c h  
c a s e ,  a woman a d v e r t e n t l y  o r  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  e n c o u r a g e d  h e r  
a g g r e s s o r .  I n  e a c h  c a s e ,  s h e  f o u n d  h e r s e l f  u n a b l e  t o
c o m p l a i n .  H e r  f e a r s  were c o m p l e x -  T h e r e  was t h e  d a n g e r  o f
b e a t i n g  b u t  a l s o  t h e  l a r g e r  t h r e a t  o f  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  
h e i r a r c h y  o f  r e l a t i o n s  i n  wh ic h  s h e  f o u n d  h e r s e l f .  Beh ind  
t h a t  was a deep  s e n s e  o f  c o m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  c r i m e .
The s t o r i e s  a r e  g r i m  i n  t h e  t e l l i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  do n o t  
end h e r e .  When J a n e  Bend b r o k e  h e r  s i l e n c e  she f o u n d  s h e
was n o t  a l o n e .  The r e c o r d  d o e s  n o t  e x p l a i n  e x a c t l y  how
R o b e r t  C o l l i n s  came t o  t r i a l ,  b u t  e v e n t s  seem t o  h a v e  b e gu n  
w i th  t h a t  f i r s t  t e n t a t i v e  c o n f e s s i o n  t o  Mary T app -  Q u i z z e d  
by a n o t h e r  n e i g h b o r ,  s i x - y e a r - c l d  Hen ry  Bend r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
" f a t  R o b e r t "  was t h e  man who had  b e e n  w i t h  h i s  m o th e r -
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Henry N o r t o n ,  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  h o u s e  n e x t  d o o r ,  r emembered  
h e a r i n g  a s t r a n g e  s o un d  i n  t h e  n i g h t .  E o b e r t  K n i g h t  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  he had  h e a r d  one  t o o .  Goody K n i g h t  was s u r e  s h e  had  
s een  som ecne  go by t h e  h o u s e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ;  she  
t h o u g h t  i t  was E o b e r t  C o l l i n s .  P l e a d i n g  " n o t  g u i l t y , "  
C o l l i n s  was t r i e d  by j u r y ,  a c g u i t t e d  o f  t h e  " f o r c e m e a t , " 
which m i g h t  ha ve  b r o u g h t  d e a t h ,  b u t  s e n t e n c e d  t o  t h e  
e x t r e m e l y  h a r s h  p u n i s h m e n t  c f  " f o r t y  s t r i p e s  b u t  o n e , "  t h e  
maximum c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  e v e r  a d m i n i s t e r d  i n  New E n g l a n d -  
I n  a d d i t i o n  he  was f i n e d  t e n  p o u n d s ,  h a l f  t o  go " t o  t h e  
c u n t r e y , "  h a l f  t o  N i c h o l a s  B o n d . [ 4 7 ]
The r o l e  o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d  women i s  e ? e n  more p r o m i n e n t  
i n  t he  c a s e  of  E l i z a b e t h  G o o d e l l .  B i t  by b i t ,  s h e  t o o  b e g a n  
t o  t a l k — t o  h e r  s i s t e r ,  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  and t o  t r u s t e d  
f r i e n d s .  T h e i r  a d v i c e  was mixed .  Seme s u g g e s t e d  a p r i v a t e  
h e a r i n g ,  some a f o r m a l  c o m p l a i n t .  E l i z a b e t h  went  "down t o  
towne t o  a c g u a i n t  M a j o r  B a t h o r n e  w i t h  i t  t u t  was d i s c o u r a g e d  
by o t h e r s  and b e i n g  f o o l i s h  & n e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  Law,  
d id  f o r b e a r . "  H h i l e  s h e  h e s i t a t e d ,  t h e  s c a n d a l  q u i c k l y  and  
i n e x o r a b l y  " s p r e a d  a b r o a d . "  B i t h i n  a few w e e k s ,  t h e  
m a g i s t r a t e s  were summoning h e r .  T h u s ,  w i t h o u t  f i l i n g  a 
f o r m a l  c o m p l a i n t  and  p r o b a b l y  w i t h o u t  mean ing  t o  do  so ,  she  
had b r o u g h t  J o h n  Sm i t h  t c  c o u r t .  She t o l d  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  
she  was s o r r y  a b o u t  t h e  g o s s i p -  She r e p e n t e d  o f  s p e a k i n g  
" f o o l i s h l y  v a i n l y  o r  s l i t e l y  o f  s u c h  m a t t e r s "  and
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a ck no wl ed ged  i t  " a  d i s h o n o r  t c  t h e  S e c t  o f  women,"  b a t  s h e  
co u ld  n o t  "wrong  t h e  t r u t h - "  She h o p e d  h e r  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  
would n o t  " s u f f e r  more  t h a n  h e  h a t h  d e s e r v e d - n The c o u r t  
s e n t e n c e d  him t o  he w h i p p e d  on t h e  n e x t  l e c t u r e  d a y - £ 4 7 ]
The ou t come o f  t h e  t h i r d  c a s e  was  g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  
A l th o u g h  Mary J e n k i n s  f i n a l l y  c o n v i n c e d  h e r  h u s b a n d  t h a t  
John S h i t e  had  f o r c e d  h e r ,  s h e  c o u l d  n e t  c o n v i n c e  t h e  c o u r t -  
Her f i r s t  m i s t a k e  s e em s  t c  h av e  b e e n  i n  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  t r u s t  
o f  t h e  f e m a l e  co m m u n i ty  by l y i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  
Sa r a h  Po p e  on t h e  f a t e f u l  n i g h t .  When t h e  s t o r y  became  
known, Mary E i c e  and  S a r a h  Keene  we n t  t c  Mary an d  p r e s s e d  
h e r  f o r  d e t a i l s -  They l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t h e  e n t i r e  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  t o  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s -  I n  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  Goody 
Keene ha d  been  a s  r e l e n t l e s s  a s  a n y  s t a t e  p r o s e c u t o r -  She 
f o c u s e d  upon t h e  " f i t "  wh ich  Mary h a d  d e s c r i b e d  i n  h e r  
c o m p l a i n t -  " S e r e  you s e n c a b l e  when t h e  T i n k e r  was i n  t h e  
va ry  a c t ? "  s h e  a s k e d .
" N o , "  Mary r e p l i e d -  B u t  sh e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  "By what  he 
s a i d  and  t he  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  a f f t e r  wa rd"  s h e  knew t h a t  he  
r a p e d  h e r -
Keene  a d m o n i s h e d  h e r  f c r  a t t e a p t i n g  t o  t a k e  away a 
man’ s  l i f e  w i t h o u t  b e t t e r  p r o o f  t h a n  h e r  t h o u g h t s -  "D id  hee  
Ly w i t h  you a f t e r  you  w he r e  i n  y o u r  f i t t e ? "
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Mary s a i d  “ No.'*
• ' T h e e . . . h e  N e v e r  Lay w i t h  you a t o l e , "  Keene a n s w e r e d .  
" Fo r  you  s a i d  h e e  d i d  n o t  Xy w i t h  you b e f o r e  y o u r  f i t t e  Nor  
a f t e r  y o u r  f i t t e  and i n  y c u r  f i t t e  ycu whare  n o t  S e n c e b e l  
hee  l a i d  w i t h  y o u . ” H a r y  J e n k i n s  a nd  Jo hn  H h i t e  were  b o t h  
s e n t e n c e d  t o  f i f t e e n  s t r i p e s  a t  t h e  p o s t . [ 4 8 ]
In  e a c h  c a s e ,  t h e  r c l e  wh ich  t h e  n e i g h b o r  women 
p e r fo rm ed  was t r a d i t i o n a l .  I n  New E n g l a n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  
r o l e  had b e e n  r e i n f o r c e d  and  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  
o f  t h e  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  a o s t  i n t i m a t e  d e t a i l s  c f  d a i l y  l i f e .  
T h i s  i s  why t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  young  women l i k e  Hary B o l f e  
c a n n o t  be u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  o l d e r  
women l i k e  Mary B i s h o p .  O l d e r  women d e r i v e d  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  
both from t h e i r  e s t a b l i s h e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  co m m u n i ty  and  
from g e n d e r -  They  n o t  o n l y  u n d e r s t o o d  e n t i c e m e n t ,  t h e y  a l s o  
knew i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s — a s  no m a g i s t r a t e  c o u l d .  P r o v e d  i n  
l i f e ,  t h e y  w e r e  c a p a b l e  c f  r e c o g n i z i n g  and  o f  j u d g i n g  s i n .  
E x p e r i e n c e —  n o t  i n n o c e n c e — was t h e  s u p r e m e  f e m a l e  v i r t u e  i n  
r u r a l  New E n g l a n d .
T h i s  c h a p t e r  b e g a n  by c o n s i d e r i n g  h i s t o r y  a s  d r a m a -  I t  
i s  p e r h a p s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  end  by  e x a m i n i n g  
f i c t i o n  a s  h i s t o r y .  The e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h a s  o f t e n  b e en  
c o n s i d e r e d  a p i v o t a l  p o i n t  i n  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  f rom 
e x t e r n a l  t o  i n t e r n a l  c o n t r o l s  c f  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r -  By t h e  
end o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y
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o f  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t s  t o  e n f o r c e  m o r a l i t y  had  a l r e a d y  b e gu n  
t o  s l i p -  F i n e s  r e p l a c e d  w h i p p i n g s ,  an d  c o n v i c t i o n s  f a i l e d  
t o  keep p a c e  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  i n  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r .  A l t h o u g h  
c h u r c h e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  demand c o n f e s s i o n  f o r  f o r n i c a t i o n  f rom 
members,  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  was n a r r o w -  At m i d - c e n t u r y ,  
f a m i ly  g o v e r n m e n t  was a l s o  u n d e r  s t r a i n  a s  p a r e n t s  l o s t  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t c  c o n t r o l  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  m a r r i a g e  f o r  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n -  The l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and  t h e  
f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  saw t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  s y s t e m  
o f  r e p r e s s i o n  b a s e d  upon i n t e r n a l i z e d  g u i l t - [ 4 9 ]
At t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " V i c t o r i a n "  m o r a l i t y  
which r e p l a c e d  t h e  o l d  " P u r i t a n "  r e p r e s s i o n  was an  a l t e r e d  
c o n c e p t  o f  f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y .  Han c o n t i n u e d  c a r n a l ,  s e n s u a l ,  
and d e v i l i s h ,  b u t  Koman a s su m e d  an a c t i v e  r o l e  a s  p u r i f i e r  
o f  s o c i e t y -  Fem a le  c h a s t i t y  became t h e  t o u c h s t o n e  o f  p u b l i c  
v i r t u e ,  p u r i t y  t h e  r a d i a n t  l i g h t  o f  t h e  home-  Cne of  t h e  
most  p o t e n t  e a b l e m s  o f  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , a s  many 
h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  r e c o g n i z e d ,  was Sam ue l  B i c h a r d s o n ’ s  n o v e l  
Pamel a .  E i c h a r d s o n  t o o k  an o l d  t hem e ,  t h e  s e d u c t i o n  of  a 
m a i d s e r v a n t  by h e r  m a s t e r ,  a n d  c r e a t e d  an e p i c  o f  
m i d d l e - c l a s s  m o r a l i t y -  By r e s i s t i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
f r a n t i c  a d v a n c e s  o f  Mr .  B,  t h e  l o v e l y  Pame la  won h i s  
a d m i r a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  l o v e -
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C r i t i c s  c o n t i n u e  t c  a r g u e  e v e r  t h e  meaning  o f  t h e  
s t o r y -  Was Pame la  r e a l l y  a s  i n n o c e n t  and a s  a r t l e s s  a s  s h e  
a p p e a r e d  o r  was s h e  s i m p l y  a sh r e w d  b a r g a i n e r  who knew how 
t o  p l a y  h e r  v i r t u e  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r u m p ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  became 
a m i s t r e s s  u n t i l  s h e  h a d  become a b r i d e ?  E s t h e r  B u r r  d i d n ’ t  
l i k e  t h e  n o v e l -  She  c o u l d n ’ t  u n d e r s t a n d  how a v i r t u o u s  
woman c o u l d  mar ry  h e r  o p p r e s s o r ,  a man who had n o t  o n l y  
k i d na p p e d  h e r  b u t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  r a p e  h e r  a s  w e l l - [ 5 0 ]  Most  
modern r e a d e r s  p r o b a b l y  s h a r e  B u r r ’s  p e r c e p t i o n -  I n  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  Pa me l a  va s  w i l d l y  p o p u l a r  
e s p e c i a l l y  among r e a d e r s  c f  an e m e r g i n g  m i d d l e  c l a s s -  I t  
r e p r e s e n t e d  p r o b l e m s  and s o l u t i o n s  which t h e y  c o u l d  
u n d e r s t a n d  and  s h a r e -  K e i t h  Ihornas may be r i g h t  i n  
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  one  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  
c h a s t i t y  was t h e  " t o t a l  d e s e r i a l i z a t i o n  c f  women,"  and  i n  
a r g u i n g  t h a t  R i c h a r d s o n  was p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i n  h i s  
c r e a t i o n  c f  an  i d e a l i z e d  h e r o i n e  who was " d e l i c a t e ,  i n s i p i d ,  
f a i n t i n g  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s e x u a l  a d v a n c e ,  and  u t t e r l y  d e v o i d  of  
f e e l i n g  t o w a r d s  h e r  a d m i r e r  u n t i l  t h e  m a r r i a g e  k n o t  was 
t i e d - " [  51 ]
Such an  a n a l y s i s  r e a d s  b a c k w a r d  t o w a r d  Pa m e l a  f rom t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y -  The n o v e l  t a k e s  on a d i f f e r e n t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i f  we r e a d  f o r w a r d  f rom t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f o l k  w o r l d  which we hav e  d e s c r i b e d -  
S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  t h r e e  main c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  l o n g
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L i n c o l n s h i r e  s e c t i o n  c f  f i i c h a r d s o n ' s  n o v e l ,  l i k e  t h e  t h r e e  
main c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  B o l f e - G r e e n l a n d  s t o r y ,  a r e  a young  
woman, an  o l d  woman,  and  an a g g r e s s i v e  m a l e .
The  c l i m a c t i c  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e  n o v e l  i s  b e t w e e n  P a a e l a  
and h e r  " r o u g h - n a t u r * d G o v e r n e s s , ” Mrs .  J e w k e s ,  t h e  o l d  
h o u s e k e e p e r  who h a s  b e e n  p a i d  t o  w a t c h  o v e r  Pame la  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y  h o u s e  where  s h e  h a s  b e e n  s e q u e s t e r e d  and  e v e n t u a l l y  
t o  d e l i v e r  h e r  up t o  t h e  l e c h e r o u s  m a s t e r -  I n  c r e a t i n g  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  Mrs .  J e w k e s ,  B i c h a r d s c n  d rew upon t h e  r i c h  
l o r e  o f  E n g l i s h  m i d w i f e r y  and  w i t c h c r a f t ,  p l a y i n g  upon t h e  
r o l e  o f  t h e  o l d  w i f e  a s  a woman who m e d i a t e d  a t  t h e  
m y s t e r i e s  o f  c r e a t i o n  and o f  d e a t h ,  and who, i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s o c i e t y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  was c a p a b l e  o f  e x p a n d i n g  
‘• i n t o  a f i g u r e  o f  g r e a t  a u to n o m o u s  p o w e r ,  a b l e  t o  deny l i f e  
as  w e l l  a s  t o  q u i c k e n  and  a f f i r m  i t  a s  s h e  c h o o s e s ,  a t y p e  
of  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  G r e a t  M o t h e r  who i s  a l s o  a t e r r i b l e  
g o d . ” [ 5 2 ]  I n  t h a t  f i n a l  f a t e f u l  s c e n e  i n  L i c o l n s h i r e ,
Mrs.  J e wk e s  an d  Mr. E b o t h  s t a n d  o v e r  a p r o s t r a t e  Pam e la  
whose v i r t u o u s  f a i n t i n g  ha s  i r o n i c a l l y  v a n g u i s h e d  them b o t h .
Hhen t h i s  s c e n e  i s  s e t  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e a l  l i f e  d r a m a s  
from n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  i t s  m e a n in g  becomes  s t a r t l i n g l y  
c l e a r .  P a e m l a ’ s  t r i u m p h  was n e t  i n  r e t a i n i n g  h e r  v i r t u e  b u t  
i n  s e i z i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h e r  own b e h a v i o r .  F a c i n g  t h e  
t e m p t e r ,  s h e  was n o t  b e g u i l e d .  I f  c h a s t i t y  was  p r o p e r t y  i n  
S i c h a r d s o E ’ s  n o v e l ,  i t  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  h e r o i n e ,  n o t  t o  h e r
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f a t h e r  o r  t o  a n y  o t h e r  man. U s i ng  h e r  own a s s e t s ,  Pa m e l a  
won t h e  t i t l e  o f  w i f e .  B u t  v i c t o r y  e v e r  t h e  s e n s u a l  
ad v an c es  o f  Mr.  B.  was o n l y  a c h e i v e d  by o v e r c o m i n g  t h e  
g o v e rn a n c e  o f  Mrs-  J e w k e s ,  who h a d  f a i l e d  i n  h e r  r o l e  a s  
p r o t e c t o r -  I t  i s  a s  t h o u g h  B i c h a r d s o n  we re  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  
l o r e  o f  t h e  o l d  w i f e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t c  p r o t e c t  a  }oung 
woman i n  t he  c h a n g i n g  w or ld  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
B e r e f t  o f  p a r e n t s  a nd  o f  g u a r d i a n s ,  s h e  mus t  a c g u i r e  a new 
wor ld  o f  v a l u e s ,  b r e a k i n g  c u t  c f  t h e  a n c i e n t  co mmu n i ty  o f  
women i n t c  a s e g u e s t e r e d  p a r a d i s e  o f  r o s e b u d s  and  
s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  The myth c f  Eve i n  n o r t h e r n  New E ng l an d  i s  
n o t  a t a l e  o f  e x p u l s i o n  f r cm t h e  g a r d e n  b u t  o f  i t s  
d i s c o v e r y .
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sy m b o l i s m  and  l a n g u a g e ,  and  r e l a t e s  B i c h a r d s o n * s  u s e  o f  
m i d w i f e r y  s y m b c l i s i i  t c  t h a t  o f  D i c k e n s  and  S w i f t .  He 
a l s o  shows t h e  s y m b o l i c  p o w e r s  o f  P a m e l a  a s  a " c u n n i n g  
womai}," s u g g e s t i n g  a c o n t e s t  h e r e  b e t w e e n  a n  o l d  w i t c h  
and  a young w i t c h .
C h a p t e r  S ix  
C o n s o r t
A l t h o u g h  an o c c a s i o n a l  g i r l  named " E a t h s h e b a "  o r  
" B a t h s h u a "  a p p e a r s  i n  New E n g l a n d  r e c o r d s ,  t h e r e  a r e  f ew i f  
any '’E v e s - ' 1 The name o f  t h e  f i r s t  woman c o n v e y e d  i m a g e r y  
t oo  mixed f o r  p o p u l a r i t y .  Much b e t t e r  t o  c a l l  a d a u g h t e r  
Hannah o r  S a r a h  a f t e r  cue  c f  t h e  p a r a g o n s  o f  t h e  Old 
T e s t a m e n t  o r  t o  name h e r  Mary i n  h o n o r  c f  t h e  t h r e e  f a i t h f u l  
Marys o f  t h e  New. B e c a u s e  o f  Eve e v e r y  woman p l e d g e d  
o b e d i e n c e  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  and  s u f f e r e d  p a i n  i n  c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  
y e t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a t  one l e v e l  o f  s e l f - c c n s c i c u s  c u l t u r e .
Eve no t  o n l y  s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  t r i a l s  c f  m o r t a l i t y  b u t  i t s  
g r e a t e s t  j o y s .  She  was n o t  j u s t  t h e  f i r s t  s i n u e r  b u t  a l s o  
t h e  " f a i r  c o n s o r t "  o f  Eden .
tfhen D e n i s  de  B o u g e n c n t  s a i d  t h a t  "Happy  l o v e  h a s  no 
h i s t o r y , "  he  was n o t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
England  and A m e r i c a . [ 1 ]  l y r i c  j o e t s ,  f r c m  J o h n  Donne t o  
Anne B r a d s t r e e t ,  e m b r a c e d  t h e  v e ry  s u b j e c t  which  mos t  
w r i t e r s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  wor ld  h av e  s p u r n e d ,  " t h e  f r u i t f u l  
c o n t e n t m e n t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e d  c o u p l e , "  w h i l e  t h e  mo s t  
i n f l u e n t i a l  p o e t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  J c h n  M i l t o n ,  b u i l t  a n  e p i c  
upon t h e  i d y l l i c  m a r r i a g e  c f  E d e n .  S e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
p o e t r y  echoe d  p r e a c h i n g  and by  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  e c h o e d
Z t  7
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s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p o e t r y -  I n  New E n g l a n d ,  t h e  p r e a c h e r ' s  
Eve g r a d u a l l y  became M i l t o n ' s  Eve and  M i l t o n ' s  Eve ,  
t r a n s m o g r i f i e d  by n e w s p a p e r  v e r s i f i e r s  an d  p r o v i n c i a l  
p a i n t e r s ,  became t h e  a p o t h e o s i s  o f  t r u e  womanhood.
I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  c o n s o r t  u n d e r w e n t  a 
s u b t l e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n -  S e r m o n s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  and  
even  e m b r o i d e r i e s ,  t a k e n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s u c h  g l i m p s e s  o f  
p r i v a t e  a t t i t u d e s  a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  l e t t e r s ,  d e p o s i t i o n s ,  
and d i a r i e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  b a s e  o f  t r u e  harmony 
i n  m a r r i a g e  v e e r e d  f ro m a c c s s c d  r e l i g i o s i t y  t o w a r d  an 
i d e a l i z e d  s e x u a l i t y .  8e a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i d e a l s ,  o f  
c o u r s e .  As an  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n c e p t ,  " m a r i t a l  ha rm on y"  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  m e a s u r e .  S t y l i z e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  c f  m a r i t a l  
harmony,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c a n  be  s t u d i e d -
*  *  *
l a  New E n g l a n d  t h e  c b v i o c s  p l a c e  t c  b e g i n  i s  wi th  
se rmons-  F o r  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  m i n i s t r y  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  
o f  m a r r i a g e  was n e t  t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  h a r s h  commands o f  God 
t o  a f a l l e n  Adam and Eve b u t  i n  P a r a d i s e  i t s e l f .  As Samuel  
H i l l a r d  e x p l a i n e d  i t ,  "Gcd p e r f o r m e d  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  t h a t  
e v e r  w a s - " [ 2 ]  The key  s c r i p t u r e  was t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  v e r s e  o f  
t h e  s e c o n d  c h a p t e r  o f  G e n e s i s -  f then God saw Adam a l o n e  i n  
t h e  g a r d e n  o f  E den ,  he  r e s c l v e d  t o  make " an  h e l p  mee t  f o r  
h im ."  Though t h e  word  meet  i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  
c o r r u p t e d  t o  mat e  a s  i n  t h e  f o l k  t e rm  h e l p m a t e , i t  i s  a n
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a d j e c t i v e  n o t  a noun-  live Has t o  fce " an  h e l p "  f i t t e d  o r  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  Adam. " Women a r e  C r e a t u r e s  w i t h o u t  which  t h e i r  
i s  no c o m f o r t a b l e  L i v i n g  f o r  man, "  e x c l a i m e d  Anne 
B r a d s t r e e t ’ s  J o h n  C o t t o n  i n  a wedd ing  s e r m o n  e n t i t l e d  k f l e e t  
He l g. On ly  b l a s p h e m e r s  " d e s p i s e  and  d e c r y  t h e m ,  a n d  c a l l  
them a n e c e s s a r y  E v i l , "  he  c o n t i n u e d ,  " f o r  t h e y  a r e  a  
n e c e s s a r y  Good:  s u c h  a s  i t  was n o t  good  t h a t  man s h o u l d  be  
w i t h o u t  o" [ 3  ]
W i l l i a m  S e e k e r ,  an E n g l i s h  m i n i s t e r  whose s e r m o n s  were 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  A m e r i c a ,  s u m m a r i z e d  a c e n t u r y  o f  h o m i l e t i c  
l i t e r a t u r e  when h e  s a i d  t h a t  a good w i f e  mus t  h e l p  h e r  
husband t o  P i e t y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  " f e r v e n t n e s s  o f  h e r  
E x c i t a t i o n ; "  t o  S o c i e t y ,  by t h e  " f r a g r a n t n e s s  o f  h e r  
c o n v e r s a t i o n ; "  t o  P r o g e n y ,  by t h e  " f r u i t f u l n e s s  o f  h e r  
e d u c a t i o n " ;  a nd  t o  P r o s p e r i t y ,  by h e r  " f a i t h f u l  
p r e s e r v a t i o n - " [ 4 ]  Women h e l p e d  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  
e m o t i o n a l ,  s e x u a l ,  and  m a t e r i a l  n e e d s  o f  men- F o r  t h i s  end 
were t h e y  c r e a t e d -  H o s t  s e m e n s  on m a r r i a g e  o r  on f a m i l y  
gove rnmen t  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a l l  f o u r  o b j e c t i v e s ,  b u t  i n  mos t  t h e  
r e a l  key t o  m a r i t a l  ha rmony  i s  p i e t y -  P r e a c h e r s  a c c e p t e d  
s e p a r a t e  s o c i a l  r o l e s  f o r  h u s b a n d s  and  w i v e s — men p r o v i d e d ,  
women p r e s e r v e d — b u t  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e i r  s e r m o n s  was u s u a l l y  
upon t h e  common r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  men an d  women a s  s p i r i t  
c h i l d r e n  o f  God- f l e e t n e s s  l a y  i n  s i m i l a r i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  
d i f f e r e n c e -  t
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S e e k e r  s a i d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  a n g e l s  s t o c d  t o o  f a r  a b o v e  
and t h e  a n i m a l s  t o o  f a r  b e l o w ,  God made E v e ,  a " p a r a l l e l  
l i n e  d rawn e q u a l "  t o  Adam, t a k e n  n o t  f r om t h e  he ad  " t o  c l a i m  
S u p e r i o r i t y ,  b u t  c u t  c f  t h e  s i d e  t o  be  c o n t e n t  w i th  
e q u a l i t y . "  P u r i t a n  m i n i s t e r s  d i d  n o t  u s e  " e q u a l i t y "  i n  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  s e n s e .  C e r t a i n l y  women w e re  t o  o b e y .  The 
g r e a t  God d e c r e e d  i t .  B u t  t h e  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  w i f e  t o  h u s b a n d  
was n e v e r  t o  be  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  c h i l d  t o  
p a r e n t  o r  o f  s e r v a n t  t o  m a s t e r .  " T h e  S u b m i s s i o n  h e r e  
r e q u i r e d , "  w r o t e  Sam ue l  S i l l a r d ,  " i s  n o t  t o  be m e a s u r e d  by 
t h e  N o t a t i o n  o r  i m p o r t  c f  t h e  Word i t s e l f ,  b u t  b y  t h e  
Q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  H e l a t i c n  t c  w h i ch  i t  i s  a p p l i e d . " [ 5 ]  T h u s ,  
" e q u a l i t y "  d i d  n o t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  wh ich  
r e m a in e d  h e i r a r c h a l ,  b u t  t o  a r e c i p r o c i t y  o f  a f f e c t i o n  and  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  wh ich  t r a n s f o r m e d  commands i n t o  h e l p f u l n e s s  
and o b e d i e n c e  i n t o  s u p p o r t .  The d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  Head and  
Help d i m i n i s h e d  when t h e  two p a r t n e r s  l e a r n e d  t o  a c t  a s  o n e .
Over  and  o v e r  a g a i n  New E n g l a n d e r s  h e a r d  t h e  l o v e  o f  
man and wi fe  co m pa re d  t o  t h e  bond b e t w e e n  C h r i s t  and  t h e  
Church .  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a n a l o g y  o b v i o u s l y  r a t i f i e d  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  men o v e r  women, m i n i s t e r s  s e l d o m  e x p l o r e d  t h i s  
i m p l i c a t i o n ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  d r aw  upon t h e  e m o t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  
o f  m a r r i a g e  t o  p e r s o n a l i z e  t h e  b e l i e v e r * s  r e a l t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
C h r i s t .  I n  i d e a l i z i n g  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  o n e n e s s  o f  men and 
women, some m i n i s t e r s  e l e v a t e d  t h e  p h y s i c a l  o n e n e s s  a s  w e l l .
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The c o n v e r t e d  C h r i s t i a n  was s a f e  i n  t h e  a rms  o f  a "He ad ,  and  
Husband,  and S a v i o u r , "  s a i d  J o h n  A l l i n . [ 6 ]  c o t t o n  M a t h e r  
pushed  t h e  a n a l o g y  e v e n  f u r t h e r  i n  a s e rmon  b a s e d  upon John  
14 :20 ,  " A t  t h a t  d a y  ye s h a l l  know t h a t  I  am i n  my F a t h e r ,  
and ye i n  / ... and  I  i n  y o u . ” The c o v e n a n t  o f  g r a c e ,  he 
e x p l a i n e d ,  ,{ia p p e a r s  u n d e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c f  a M a r r i a g e ,  
b e c a u s e  from t h i s  T ime ,  t h e r e  i s  an  U n i o n ,  a n d  n o t  o n l y  a 
Lega l  U n i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  a V i t a l  U n i o n ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  Eedeemer  
and t h e  B e l i e v e r . " [ 7  ] I f  t h e  C h r i s t / C h u r c h  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
became a model  f o r  human a u t h o r i t y ,  an  i d e a l i z e d  
h u s b a n d / w i f e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  became e v e n  more p r o f o u n d l y  an  
emblem of  d i v i n e  l o v e -
W i l l i a m  and  H a l l e v i l l e  H a l l e r  h a v e  a r g u e d  t h a t  " f r om  
m a g n i f y i n g  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  P u r i t a n  
t h o u g h t  e a s i l y  p r o c e e d e d  t c  m ag n i fy  t h e  e m o t i o n a l ,  r o m a n t i c ,  
and i d e a l i s t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  m a r i t a l  r e l a t i o n - ” [ 8 J Such a 
c o n c l u s i o n  i s  e a s i l y  s u p p o r t e d .  C o n s i d e r  Anne B r a d s t r e e t ' s  
p o e t i c  a d d r e s s  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  "My h e a d ,  my h e a r t ,  mine 
Eyes,  my l i f e , /  My j o y ,  my m a g a z i n e  c f  e a r t h l y  s t o r e , "  o r  
C o t t o n  M a t h e r ’ s  c o u p l e t  i n  memory o f  h i s  d e c e a s e d  w i f e ,  "The 
Torch t h a t  gav e  my House  i t s  p l e a s a n t  L i g h t , /  E x t i n g u i s h ’ d 
l e a v e s  i t  i n  how d a r k  a n i g h t ! " [ 9  ] Husband a nd  w i f e  c o u l d  
nev e r  f o r g e t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  we re  wedded t o  C h r i s t  
b e f o r e  t h e y  were m a r r i e d  t o  e a c h  o t h e r -  To p l a c e  t o o  g r e a t  
an em p ha s i s  upon t h e  e m o t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  was
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a l m o s t  as  bad  a s  i g n o r i n g  i t  a l t o g e t h e r .  I n  S e e k e r ’ s  t e r m s ,
t h e  f r a g r a n t  S o c i e t y  o f  a good  w i f e  was i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  i t
must  be  b a l a n c e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  e n d s  o f  m a r r i a g e —■ P r o g e n y ,
P r o s p e r i t y ,  and  a b o v e  a l l  P i e t y . [ 1 0 ]  T h u s ,  r e l i g i o u s
i d e a l i s m  was b o t h  a s p u r  and a b r i d l e  t c  human a f f e c t i o n .
"Ms E e c h i s o n  t e l l s  me o f t e n  s h e  f e a r s  t h a t  I  l o v e  you
more t h a n  g o d , ” S e h i t a b l e  Parkman  w r o t e  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d ,
D e l i v e r a n c e ,  a s  he  p r e p a r e d  t c  s a i l  c u t  f r om Salem h a r b o u r
i n  June  o f  1683.  f l e h i t a b l e  was w o r r i e d  a b o u t  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s
h e a l t h  (he had  n o t  f e l t  w e l l  when he  l e f t  h o m e ) , and  s h e  was
a n x io u s  a b o u t  t h e  d a n g e r s  c f  " t h e  s e a  5 e n i m y s , "  b u t  she  was
a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  h e r  n e i g h b o r ’ s r e m a r k .  I t  p u t  h e r  " i n
mind of  t h a t  c r i p p t r  he  t h a t  l o v e s  f a t h e r  o r  m o t h e r  more
t h a n  me i s  n o t  w o r t h e e  c f  me."  She  c l o s e d  h e r  l i t t l e
m i s s i v e  w i t h  a p r a y e r ,  t h e n  h a t d e d  t h e  m e s s e n g e r  a more
t a n g i b l e  t o k e n  o f  h e r  d e v o t i o n .
oh my De a r  p r a y  t h a t  we m i g h t  l i v e  more  by f a i t h  on 
j e s u s  C h r i s t  t h a t  s e e  we may b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  a 
b e t t e r  l i f e  I  s e n t  you a b u c k e t  o f  t h e  b e s t  s u c r y e  
o f  s t r a b y r s  by Mr B e d e l  I  b e e g  y c u r  e s c e p t a n c e  o f  
my I c v e  t h e a r  i n - £ 1 1 J
A f f e c t i o n ,  p i e t y ,  an d  a b u c k e t  o f  s t r a w b e r r y  p r e s e r v e s !
f l e h i t a b l e  P a r k m a n ’ s  l e t t e r  s u n m a r i z e s  t h e  P u r i t a n  d o c t r i n e
of  m a r r i a g e  a s  w e l l  a s  any  s e r m o n -
Not u n t i l  t h e  s e c o n d  g u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y
d id  J o h n  M i l t o n ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  c f  m a r i t a l  f e l i c i t y  c a p t u r e
t h e  i m a g i n a t i o n  o f  New E n g l a n d  w r i t e r s ,  b u t  when i t  d i d ,
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P a r a d i s e  L o s t  was o r  i t s  way t o  b e co m in g  " n e t  so  much a 
s e c o n d a r y  Book o f  G e n e s i s  a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  
o r i g i n a l — a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  p i c t o r i a l  i m a g i n a t i o n  was 
c o n c e r n e d - " [ 1 2 J M i l t e r ’ s  c o n c e p t  o f  m a r r i a g e  d e r i v e d  f ro m 
t h e  E n g l i s h  s e rm on  t r a d i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  v i s u a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  
h i s  p o e t r y  n o u r i s h e d  v i s i o n s  which P u r i t a n  p r e a c h i n g  had  
t ended  t o  s u p p r e s s .  Devou t  New E n g l a n d e r s  knew t h a t  God 
c r e a t e d  Eve,  b u t  t h r o u g h  M i l t e r  t h e y  c o u l d  s e e  Adam’s  
wounded s i d e  w i t h  " l i f e  b l o o d  s t r e a m i n g  f r e s h "  m i r a c u l o u s l y  
c l o s e  and  h e a l  a s  t h e  d i v i n e  hand  f a s h i o n e d  t h e  f i r s t  woman 
f rom t h e  s e v e r e d  r i b ,  c r e a t i n g  a c r e a t u r e  " s o  l o v e l y  f a i r /  
Tha t  wha t  s e emed  f a i r  i n  a l l  t h e  w o r l d ,  seemed now/
Mean, " [ 1 3 ]  T h r o u g h  M i l t c n  t h e  " h o n o u r a b l e  c h a s t i t y "  o f  t h e  
sermon t r a d t i o n  be came  t h e  n a k e d  i n n o c e n c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
p a r e n t s  a s  E v e ’ s  s w e l l i n g  b z e a s t  met  A da m ' s  " u n d e r  t h e  
f l o w i n g  G o l d /  o f  h e r  l o o s e  t r e s s e s , "  T h r o u g h  t h e  magic  o f  
M i l t o n ’ s  p o e t r y ,  t h e  s c r i p t u r a l  Eden became a t a n g i b l e  
p a r a d i s e  wi th  n e c t a r i n e  f r u i t s  and f r i s k i n g  b e a s t s  c rowned  
w i t h  a n u p t u a l  bower  whe re  " e a c h  b e a u t e o u s  f l o w e r , /  I r i s  a l l  
hues ,  r o s e s ,  and  G e s s a m i n /  R e a r e d  h i g h  t h e i r  f l o u r i s h t  
h e a d s - »£ m ]
On t h e  d o c t r i n a l  l e v e l ,  M i l t o n ’ s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
m a r r i a g e  o f f e r e d  n o t h i n g  new. l i k e  t h e  m i n i s t e r s ,  he 
a cknowledged  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  c f  men and  women, and  l i k e  t h e m ,  
he  s o f t e n e d  i n e q u a l i t y  w i th  l o v e .
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For c o n t e m p l a t i o n  h e e  and  v a l o u r  f o r m d ,  F o r  s o f t n e s s  
s h e e  and s w e e t  a t t r a c t i v e  G r a c e ,  Hee f o r  God o n l y ,  s h e e  
f o r  Gcd i n  him:
Adam’ s  b r e a d  v i s a g e  was marked  w i t h  " A b s o l u t e  r u l e "  j u s t  a s
Eve’ s  g o l d e n  c u r l s  i m p l i e d
S u b j e c t i o n ,  b u t  r e g u i r ’ d w i t h  g e n t l e  sway 
And by h e r  y i e l d e d ,  by him b e s t  r e c e i v d . £ 1 5 J  
V o l u n t a r y  o b e d i e n c e  a n d  g e n t l e  r u l e  t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  " q u a l i t y
o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n , "  j u s t  a s  H i l l a r d  had s a i d .
B e c a u s e  P a r a d i s e  L e s t  i s  a poem,  n e t  a s e r m o n ,  i t
e x i s t s  w i t h i n  two t r a d i t i o n s .  I n  t h e  l o n g  d i s c o u r s e  b e tw e e n
Adam and  t he  a n g e l  i n  Book V I I I ,  M i l t o n  a t t e m p t e d  t o  wed
p o e t i c  c o n v e n t i o n  a n d  r e f o r m i s t  t h e o l o g y ,  h a r m o n i z i n g  a
c o u r t i e r ’ s  c o n t e m p l a t i o n  c f  h i s  b e l o v e d  w i t h  a p r e a c h e r ’ s
d i s c o u r s e  on f a m i l y  g o v e r n m e n t .  Adam a d m i t s  he  i s  t e m p t e d
to  wor s h ip  Eve-
when I  a p p r o a c h  
Her  l o v e l i n e s s ,  s o  a b s o l u t e  s h e  s eems  
And i n  h e r s e l f  c c m p l e a t ,  s o  w e l l  t o  knew 
Her own, t h a t  wha t  s h e  w i l l s  t o  do o r  s a y .
Seems w i s e s t ,  v e r t u c u s e s t ,  d i s c i e e t e s t  b e s t .
The a n g e l  c a u t i o n e d  h i m ,  u r g i n g  h im t o  c u l t i v a t e  wisdom a s
we l l  a s  l o v e  and  a b o v e  a l l  t o  d e v e l o p  " s e l f  e s t e e m . "  L i k e
t h e  m i n i s t e r s ,  he a d m o n i s h e d
o f  t h a t  s k i l l  t h e  more t hou  k n o w e s t .
The mere sh e  w i l l  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e e  h e r  Head,
And t o  r e a l i t i e s  y i e l d  a l l  h e r  s h e w s .
Adam a c c e p t e d  t h e  a n g e l ’ s  i n s t r u c t i o n s -  H i s  l o v e  would  n o t
be a r a r i f i e d  f e e l i n g  d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  an u n a p p r o a c h a b l e
p e r f e c t i o n  b u t  a t a n g i b l y  r e a l i z e d  d o m e s t i c  b l i s s .  N e i t h e r
245
E v e ' s  b e a u t y  n o r  h e r  " g e n i a l  b e d "  s o  much d e l i g h t e d  him a s
t h e s e  g r a c e f u l  a c t s ,
Those  t h o u s a n d  d e c e n c i e s  t h a t  d a i l y  f l o w  
From a l l  h e r  w or ds  and a c t i o n s  mixed  w i t h  Love  
And s w e e t  c o m p l i a n c e ,  wh ich  d e c l a r e  u n f e i g n e d  
Union o f  B i n d ,  o r  i n  us  b o t h  o n e  S o u l e ;
Ha rmon ie  t o  b e h o l d  i n  wedded p a i r
More g r a t e f u l  t h a n  h a r m o n i o u s  s o u n d  t o  t h e  e a r . £ 1 6 ]
The s e n t i m e n t  i s  P u r i t a n ,  t h e  s e t t i n g  i s  n o t -  A l t h o u g h  t h e  
c o n s o r t  i n  M i l t o n ' s  p a r a d i s e  i s  v e r y  much l i k e  t h e  c o n s o r t  
o f  t h e  s e r m o n s ,  t h e  i n f u s i o n  c f  p o e t i c  c c n v e n  t i o n s — t h e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t  b e a u t y  o f  t h e  woman, t h e  a d o r a t i o n  of  t h e  man,  
t he  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  v i r t u e s  o f  g r a c e  an d  
wisdom, s o f t n e s s  and  v a l c r — s h i f t e d  t h e  f c c u s  e v e r  s o  s u b t l y  
from a harmony b u i l t  upon s a m e n e s s  t o  a ha rmony  b u i l t  upon  
d i f f e r e n c e .  E v e ' s  wayward r i n g l e t s  and  h e r  r c s y  bower  
remain  i n  memory when t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p a s s a g e s  a r e  
f o r g o t t e n .
I n  Augu s t  o f  1 7 2 7 ,  t h e  New E n g l a n d  Weekly J o u r n a l  
p u b l i s h e d  a l on g  poem i n  p r a i s e  o f  P a r a d i s e  Lo s t .  The p o e t  
devo t ed  o n e . a n d  o n e - h a l f  l i n e s  t o  " h a p p y  Adam" a nd  s e v e n t e e n  
and o n e - h a l f  l i n e s  t o  " h e a v ' n l y  f a i r ,  d i v i n e l y  b e a u t e o u s  
Eve,"  whose  c o r a l  l i p s ,  waving  t r e s s e s ,  and  snowy b r e a s t  had  
so i m p r e s s e d  him t h a t  he c c u l d  n o t  c o n t a i n  h i s  muse.
F o r g i v e ,  f a i r  M o t h e r ,  C f o r g i v e  t h y  s o n  
T h a t  w i t h  t h y  b e a u t y  t h u s  e n a m o u r ' d  g r o w s  
F o r g i v e  t h i s  v a i n  r e d u n d a n c y  o f  w o r d s . £ 1 7 ]
Bedundant  o r  n o t ,  t r i b u t e s  t o  Eve became s t a n d a r d  f a r e  i n
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p e r i o d i c a l s  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  A m e r i c a ,  w h i l e
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i n  t h e  s a n e  y e a r s  u r b a n e  c l e r g y m e n  a d m i t t e d  M i l t o n ’ s  
m e l l i f l u o u s  v e r s e  t o  t h e  p u l p i t .
The most  s t r i k i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f  Eve 
in e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d  comes n o t  f r om p r i n t ,  
however ,  b u t  f r o m  p a i n t .  J o hn  S m i b e r t ’ s  a r r i v a l  i n  A m e r i c a  
i n  1729 marked  a new e r a  i n  New E t g a l n d  p a i n t i n g .  T h e r e  had  
been p o r t r a i t  p a i n t e r s  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  none 
q u i t e  l i k e  h im .  S m i b e r t  had  been  t r a i n e d  i n  G o d f r e y
K n e l l e r ’ s  s t u d i o  i n  L c n d c n  and  was new p r e p a r e d  t o  s e t t l e  i n
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Bos ton  and  p a i n t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g e n t r y  i n  t h e  f i n e s t  b a r o q u e  
manner.  Dozens  o f  h a p p y  Adams c o u l d  now s e e  t h e i r  b e a u t e o u s  
Eves f r a m e d  i n  g i l t .  S m i b e r t  would  be  f o l l o w e d  by  a t r i o  o f  
n a t i v e - b o r n  a r t i s t s — R o b e r t  F e k e ,  Jo h n  Gre en w oo d ,  an d  J o s e p h  
Badger— and by a t  l e a s t  one  i t i n e r a n t  E n g l i s h m a n — J o s e p h  
B l a c k b u r n ,  a l l  o f  whom would be s u r p a s s e d  i n  t h e  t h i r d  
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  by A m e r i c a ’ s f i r s t  g r e a t  
p a i n t e r ,  John  S i n g l e t o n  C o p l e y .  T h e s e  s i x  men v a r i e d  w i d e l y  
i n  t a l e n t ,  b u t  t h e y  s h a r e d  a v o c a b u l a r y  d e r i v e d  f rom E n g l i s h  
academic  p a i n t i n g  and  be yo nd  t h a t  f r om a common f u n d  of  
f o l k l o r e  and romance  which  had  a l w a y s  p l a c e d  r o s e d b u d s  i n  
t h e  ha nds  o f  w h i t e - s k i n n e d  m a i d e n s .  [ 1 8 ]
Seen  on t h e  f l a t  c a n v a s e s  of  B a d g e r  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  
d a z z l i n g  s u r f a c e s  o f  C o p l e y ,  u p p e r - c l a s s  women i n  New 
England were  t i n y - w a i s t e d ,  f u l l - b o s o m e d ,  r a v e n - h a i r e d  
c r e a t u r e s  s u s p e n d e d  i n  t i a e -  The i d e a l i z e d  s e x u a l i t y  o f
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th e s e  p a i n t i n g s ,  l i k e  t h e  i d e a l i z e d  s e x u a l i t y  o f  M i l t o n ' s  
poem, was c o n v e n t i o n a l -  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  
i n a g e  i t s e l f ,  b u t  i n  i t s  u s e -  T h es e  s e x  s y m b o l s  were s e a l  
women, c i r c u m s p e c t  a n d  o f t e n  d e m o n s t r a b l y  p i o u s  m a t r o n s ,  
mothe rs  and  m i s t r e s s e s  o f  h o u s e s -  When he  p a i n t e d  Mrs ,  
C h a r l e s  A p t h o r p  o f  B o s t o n  w i t h  an open  c o p y  o f  P a r a d i s e  
L o s t , R o b e r t  Feke  e x p l i c i t l y  l i n k e d  t h e  v i s u a l  and  t h e  
p o e t i c  i m a g e - [ 1 9 ]  L i k e  H i l t o n ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p a i n t e r s  
wedded f a n t a s y  and  d o m e s t i c i t y ,  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  two v a l u e s  
t h a t  had o f t e n  b e e n  s e p a r a t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  w o r l d -
The p a i n t e r s '  Eve ,  l i k e  M i l t o n ' s  E ve ,  g r a c e d  a "woody 
t h e a t e r /  G£ s t a t e l i e s t  v i e w , "  a  s t y l i z e d  p a n o ra m a  w h i ch  
somet imes  i n c l u d e d  a g u i t e  t a n g i b l e  New E n g l a n d  mans ion  s e t  
i n  t h e  m i s t y  b a c k g r o u n d -  A l t h o u g h  e v e n  t h e  mo s t  g e n t e e l  o f  
m i n i s t e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n t o n e  t h e  o l d  t h e m e s  o f  r e d e m p t i o n ,  
f o r  some of  t h e i r  l i s t e n e r s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  h a p p i n e s s  s eems  t o  
have s h i f t e d  f rom Heaven  t o  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Sa lem o r  
P o r t s m o u t h .  A c o u n t r y  e s t a t e  became a n  emblem o f  Eden i f  
no t  a P a r a d i s e  r e g a i n e d -  Asked t o  compose  some l i n e s  on 
v i s i t i n g  t h e  g a r d e n  r e t r e a t  o f  a ycung  E n g l i s h w o m a n ,
Benjamin Colman o f  B o s t o n  had  w r i t t e n :
Such E d e n ' s  S t r e a m s ,  and  E a n k s ,  and t o w ' r i n g  G r o v e s ;
Such Eve h e r s e l f ,  and s u c h  h e r  Muse and  L o v e - [ 2 0 ]
Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  Colman was t h e  f i r s t  B o s t o n  m i n i s t e r  t o  
guote  P a r a d i s e  L os t  f r o m  t h e  p u l p i t -  The  p i o u s  g e n t r y  o f  
h i s  c i r c l e — t h e  P e p p e r r e l l s  o f  K i t t e r y ,  t h e  Brownes  o f
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Salem,  t h e  P a r t r i d g e s  c f  Newbuxy— had  b e g u n  t o  hang  
p o r t r a i t s  by  S m i b e c t  i n  t h e  s p a c i o u s  e n t r i e s  o f  t h e i r  
P a l l a d i a n  m a n s i o n s - [21  ] They were i m i t a t i n g  t h e  E n g l i s h  
g e n t r y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  t h e  t e t t e r  s o r t  had  a l w a y s  done  i n  New 
E ng la nd ,  v a l i d a t i n g  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s ,  
wi th s i l v e r  s n u f f  b o x e s ,  e m b r o i d e r e d  w a i s t c o a t s ,  and  c a r v e d  
f u r n i t u r e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  c u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e r e  was a new f o c u s  upon t h e  f a i r  c o n s o r t  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  c u s h y  w o r l d .
In 1683 M e h i t a b l e  P a r k u a n  a p o l i g i z e d  f o r  h e r
s i n g l e - m i r d e d  l o v e  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d .  I n  1 7 5 0 ,  W i l l i a m  Browne
was r e a d y  t o  a d v e r t i z e  h i s  t o t a l  a b s o r p t i o n  i n  h i s  w i f e .
Salem f o l k s  w e r e  b o t h  amused  and awed a t  t h e  a f f e c t a t i o n s  of
Browne, who i n  1737 a c g u i r e d  a c a r r i a g e  and  a b r i d e ,
f i f t e e n - y e a r - o l d  Hary B u r n e t ,  w e a l t h y  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  f o r m e r
g o v e rn o r  c f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  a n d  New Yo rk .  As
one r h y m e s t e r  p u t  i t ;
B i l l y  Brown h a s  c ame t o  town 
a i t h  h i s  l a d y  f a i r ;
To make a s p l a s h ,  h e  s p e n t  h i s  c a s h  
Upon a c o a c h  and p a i r .
Browne was a b o u t  t o  make an e v e n  b i g g e r  s p l a s h -  Cn t o p  o f
t h e  h i g h e s t  h i l l  i n  D a n v e r s  he  b u i l t  h i s  b r i d e  an
e i g h t y - f o o t  l o n g  c o u n t r y  h o u s e  (known a s  " B r o w n ’ s F o l l y "  t o
th e  r u s t i c s )  w h ic h  became  cne  c f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  wo n d e r s  o f
Essex  C o u n t y .  As one  g e n t l e m a n  t a c t f u l l y  n o t e d ,  t h e  s i t e
was " v e r y  a i r y , "  h u t  t h e  ho use  i t s e l f  was i m p r e s s i v e ,  w i t h  a
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domed b a l l r o o m  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  c o m p l e t e  w i th  a g a l l e r y  f o r
m u s i c i a n s  and  a t  one  e n d  a  g e n t l e m a n  *s l i b r a r y -  Hhen
A l e x an d e r  H a m i l t o n  v i s i t e d  Sa l em i n  1745,  he  f o u n d  t h e  h o u s e
s t i l l  u n f i n i s h e d  and  t h e  g e n t l e m a n  a m i t e  p i e r s  f o r  h i s
t a s t e -  Hhen C a p t a i n  G o e l e t ,  a New York m e r c h a n t ,  a r r i v e d
f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  h o u s e  was s t i l l  i n c o m p l e t e  and  Browne
was n o t  on ly  so m b e r  b u t  i n  m ou rn ing -  A f t e r  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f
m a r r i a g e  and s i x  p r e g n a n c i e s ,  h i s  f a i r  l a d y  had f a l l e m  i n t o
a deep c o n s u m p t i o n  a n d  d i e d - [ 2 2 ]
Browne*s  g r i e f  was a s  s t y l i s h  a s  h i s  c a r r i a g e .  I n  New
England ,  r e s i g n a t i o n  had a l w a y s  b e e n  t h e  p r o p e r  r e s p o n s e  t o
d e a t h -  "God was p l e a s e d  t o  r e n e w  my s o r r o w s  by t a k i n g  away
t h e  D e s i r e  o f  mine  e y e s ;  v i z -  ay d e a r l y  b e l o v e d  w i f e
S a r a h , "  a t y p i c a l  d i a r y  e n t r y  b e g a n ,  e n d i n g  w i th  t h e
r i t u a l i s t i c  a c c e p t a n c e ,  "The l o r d  g i v e t h ,  a n d  t h e  Lord
t a k e t h  away-  L e t  me s a y — b l e s s e d  be t h e  name o f  t h e
Lord- " [ 2 3 ]  Bu t ,  i n  H i l l i a n  Br c w n e* s  n i l i e u ,  p i n i n g  f o r  one  *s
be loved  had become e v i d e n c e  c f  r e f i n e d  s e n s i b i l i t y  r a t h e r
t han  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  f a i t h .
F o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  he  n u r s e d  h i s  m i s e r y  ( "He was d o t i n g l y
fond  o f  h e r ,  s h e  b e i n g  a c h a r s i n g  l a d y , "  G o e l e t  o b s e r v e d )
and a t  l a s t  w r o t e  h i s  own w i l l -  " I f  I  s h a l l  d i e  e l s e w h e r e
t han  S a l e m , "  he b e g a n
I  d i r e c t  t h a t  my body be c o n v e y e d  t h e r e  and  b u r i e d  
i n  t h e  Tomb a f o r e s a i d ,  and  t h a t  i t  be  l a y e d  n e a r e s t  
t o  t h e  body o f  my d e a r ,  my b e l o v e d ,  my 
a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  and  my c o n s t a n t  w i f e ,  f r i e n d  an d  
compan ion ,  f l a ry  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  Govr  B u r n e t
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d e c e a s e d - . . . - A n a  I  s c  h e r e b y  d i r e c t  t h a t  my 
e x e c u t o r s  do  w i t h  a l l  c o n v e n i e n t  s p e e d  p u r c h a s e  i n  
E n g l a n d ,  a handsome  B a r b i e  monument ,  w i t h  my l a t e  
w i f e ' s  b u s t  on i t ,  t o  he  c u t  by t h e  same hand  i f  
l i v i n g ,  and  i n  t h e  same manner  a s  t h a t  o f  Mrs .
S h i r l e y ,  l a t e  w i f e  t o  h i s  E x c e l l e n c y  Gov- S h i r l e y ,  
and on t h i s  monument  s h a l l  be an i n s c r i p t i o n ,  
d e c l a r i n g  i t  was e x e c u t e d  by my c r d e r ,  i n  h o n o r  t o  
t h e  v i r t u e s  a n d  a m i a b l e  g r a c e s ,  o f  t h e  b e s t  w i f e ,  
and t h e  b e s t  e a r t h l y  f r i e n d ,  t h a t  a n y  m o r t a l  c o u l d  
b o a s t  o f . £ 2 4 ]
P a i n t e d  by S i m b e r t  i n  l i f e ,  t b e  p h y s i c a l  image  o f  Mary 
Burne t  Browne w ou l d  be  t r a n s l a t e d  t c  m a rb l e  i n  d e a t h .  He re  
t h e r e  would be  no i m p e r s o n a l  e p i t a p h ,  no  p i o u s  r e c i t a t i o n  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  v i r t u e s ,  no g r i m  d e a t h ' s  h e a d ,  b u t  a p h y s i c a l  
image o f  a " f r i e n d " .
To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  new 
emphas i s  upon t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  b e l o v e d ,  we must  r e t u r n  f o r  
a moment t o  p a i n t i n g -  A f ew p a i r e d  p o r t r a i t s  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  
New En g la nd  convey  t h e  o l d  se rmon  image  of  m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  
i d e a  o f  h u s b a n d  and  w i f e  a s  s t u r d y  m a t e s  an d  f e l l o w  
t r a v e l e r s  on t h e  r o a d  t o  s a l v a t i o n -  I n  s e v e r a l  o f  
Greenwood ' s  p a i n t i n g s  an d  i n  a few o f  C o p l e y ' s ,  man and  w i f e  
appear  i n  s o l i d  o n e n e s s ,  e l b c v  t o  e l b c w  on t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  
con v a s e s ,  w h i t e  wig e c h o e d  by r u f f l e d  c a p ,  h i s  s o l i d  l e d g e r  
by h e r  e q u a l l y  s o l i d  E i b l e .  T h e s e  g r a v e  c o u p l e s  a r e  
u n m i s t a k a b l y  " y o k e f e l l o w s "  i n  t h e  P u r i t a n  
t r a d i t i o n . £ 2 5 ]  B u t  s u c h  p o r t r a i t s  a r e  r a r e .  F a r  more 
f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i v e s  were  t r a n s p o r t e d  
t o  a v a p o r o u s  l a n d s c a p e  r e d o l e n t  o f  i n n o c e n c e  a nd  e t e r n a l
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y o u t h .
L i n e s  f r om a poem fcy J ames  Bowdc in  p e r f e c t l y  d e s c r i b e
t h e  p o r t r a i t  image  o f  h i s  c an  w i f e  E l i z a b e t h ,  y e t  E l i z a b e t h
Bowdoin o f  B o s t o n  m i g h t  h a v e  been  Hary P e p p e r r e l l  o f
K i t t e r y ,  K a r g a r e t  G e r r i s h  o f  S a l e m ,  o r  S a l l y  Sa y wa rd  o f
York- The image  i s  t h e  same.  I n  a i l  t h e s e  p o r t r a i t s ,  t h e
woman i s  young—
Now view t h e  m a i d ,  t h e  l o v e - i n s p i r i n g  m a i d .
With v i r t u e  a n d  w i t h  m o d e s t y  a r r a y ' d . . .
She i s  r a v e n  h a i r e d —
See down h e r  neck  t h e  c h a r m i n g  l o c k s  d e s c e n d ;
And, b l a c k  a s  j e t ,  i n  wa v i ng  r i n g l e t s  e n d :
The j e t t y  l o c k s ,  a s  down h e r  n e c k  t h e y  f l o w .
The l a t e l y  w h i t e  t c  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  show-
And she  i s  buxom—
Her t e m p t i n g  b r e a s t s  t h e  e y e s  o f  a l l  command,
And g e n t l y  r i s i n g  c o u r t  t h e  a i ' r o u s  h a n d .
T h e i r  b e a u t y  a nd  p r o p o r t i o n  s t r i k e  t h e  e y e ,
And a r t ' s  b e s t  s k i l l  t c  e g u a l  them d e f y - [ 2 6 ]
The one c o n c e s s i o n  t o  m o r t a l i t y  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h e
c o l o r  o f  t h e  h a i r .  E v e ' s  g o l d e n  t r e s s e s  r e m a i n e d  i n  Eden ,
but  h e r  y o u t h ,  h e r  i n n o c e n c e ,  t h e  w a y w a r d n e s s  o f  h e r  f l o w i n g
h a i r ,  and  t h e  w h i t e n e s s  c f  h e r  t r e m u l o u s  bosom became
emblems o f  u p p e r - c l a s s  womanhood i n  New E n g l a n d -  The imag e
was b o t h  s e x u a l  a n d  r e s p e c t a b l e .  " T e m p t i n g  b r e a s t s "  d i d  n o t
make a maiden  any l e s s  o c d e s t ,  even  t h o u g h  w i t h  e v e r y  b r e a t h
t h e y  c o u r t e d  an " a m ' r o u s  h a n d . "
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The e m p h a s i s  upon b o s o n s  i s  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  i m p u l s e  t o  
i d e a l i z e  and t o  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  men and  
women- I n  p a i n t i n g  a s  i n  p o e t r y ,  t h e  f o c u s  was on young 
womanhood, on t h e  moment  o f  f l o w e r i n g -  W hi l e  yo u ng  h u s b a n d s  
o f t e n  a p p e a r e d  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e y  w e r e ,  s e a r i n g  w h i t e  wigs  and  
b u t t o n i n g  e l a b o r a t e  w a i s t c o a t s  e v e r  t h e  e r e s c e n t - s h a p e d  
p r o f i l e s  common t o  m i d d l e - a g e ,  g u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  was t r u e  
f o r  t h e i r  w i v e s -  U n l e s s  widowed,  m i d d l e - a g e d  women r e t a i n e d  
t h e  r a v e n  h a i r  and n a r r o w  w a i s t s  c f  t h e i r  y o u t h -  E l i z a b e t h  
O l i v e r ,  f i f t y - o n e  y e a r  o l d  w i f e  o f  t h e  h o n o u r a b l e  D a n i e l  
O l i v e r ,  e u l o g i z e d  a t  h e r  d e a t h  f o r  h e r  p r u d e n c e ,  d i g n i t y ,  
p i e t y ,  " w i s e  and  f a i t h f u l  C o u n s e l s  and a d m o n i t i o n s , "  a s  w e l l  
a s  f o r  h e r  w i t ,  was  p a i n t e d  by S m i b e r t  i n  1729 i n  t h e  
p i n c h - w a i s t e d ,  l o w - c u t  g c s n  o f  a b r i d e ,  h e r  d a r k  l o c k s  
c a s c a d i n g  t o  h e r  s h o u l d e r s . £ 27 ]
The same t h e m e s —- i n n o c e n c e ,  p l a y f u l n e s s ,  and  i d e a l i z e d  
s e x u a l i t y — were  b l a z o n e d  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  n e e d l e w o r k -  
I n  t he  s e co n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  p a s t o r a l  " c o u r t i n g  
p i c t u r e s "  a b s o r b e d  t h e  f a n t a s i e s  and  e n e r g i e s  o f  w e a l t h y  
young women e d u c a t e d  i n  Sa l em c r  B o s t o n -  I n  t h e i r  f r a m e d  
e m b r o i d e r i e s ,  g a l l a n t  g e i t l e m e n  p a i d  c o u r t  t o  f a i r  l a d i e s  ira 
i m a g i n a r y  g a r d e n s ,  o f t e n  w i t h i n  s i g h t  o f  a c a r e f u l l y  
s t i t c h e d  c o u n t r y  m ans ion -  The  d e s i g n s  were t h e m a t i c a l l y  
l i n k e d  t o  o t h e r  p a n e l s  and s a m p l e r s  which e x p l i c i t y  
p o r t r a y e d  t h e  f i r s t  g a r d e n ,  p l a c i n g  Adam and Eve among t h e
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same o v e r s i z e d  b l o s s o m s ,  f a n c i f u l  i n s e c t s ,  a n d  l e a p i n g  d e e r .  
De r ived  f rom t h e  B i b l e  o r  f r om p a s t o r a l  c o n v e n t i o n s ,  New 
England e m b r o i d e r i e s  c e l e b r a t e d  a d o m e s t i c  k ingdom,  a 
ha rm on io us  n a t u r a l  w o r l d  c e n t e r e d  upcn t h e  l c v e  o f  man and  
woman. F r am ed ,  s t r e t c h e d  o v e r  t h e  s e a t  o f  a C h i p p e n d a l e  
c h a i r ,  o r  hung f r cm  t h e  f r a m e  o f  a  s u m p t u o u s  b e d ,  t h e s e  
l a b o r i o u s l y  wr o ug h t  f l o w e r s  and b i r d s ,  f i s h  an d  f r u i t  
p r o c l a i m e d  and  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p r i v a t e  p a r a d i s e  f o r  which  
t hey  we re  c r e a t e d . [ 2 8 ]
Crewel  b e d h a n g i n g s  a t t r i b u t e d  t c  Mary Bulman o f  York 
b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  o l d  p i e t y  w i th  t h e  new s e n s i b i l t y  i n  a 
r i c h l y  s y m b o l i c  way- A c c o r d i n g  t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  M i s t r e s s  
Bulman began t h e  b a n g i n g s  upcn h e a r i n g  c f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  
husband A l e x a n d e r ,  a p h y s i c i a n  s e r v i n g  w i t h  P e p p e r r e l l  a t  
L o u i s b u r g -  " I  h e a r  t h a t  d e a r  Mrs .  Eulman i s  g r a c i o u s l y  
s u p p o r t e d  u n d e r  h e r  h e a v y  b e r e a v e m e n t , "  B e n j a m i n  Colman 
wro t e  P e p p e r r e l l  i n  November  o f  1745 ,  c o n c l u d i n g  w i t h  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  c o n d o l e n c e ,  " B h a t  c an  n o t  g r a c e  c a r r y  t h e  t e n d e r e s t  
s o u l  t h r o ?  a s o u l  e s p o u s e d  t o  C h r i s t  c a n  s u r r e n d e r  e v e r y  
t h i n g  t o  him & c a s t  i t s e l f  S i t s  o r p h a n s  upon  h i m . "  Mary 
Bulman was i n d e e d  e s p o u s e d  t c  C h r i s t .  At  t h e  k n e e  o f  o l d  
Pa r son  Mocdy she  had  b e e n  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
s u b m i t t i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  w i l l - [ 2 9 ]  Now— i f  t h e  p r o v e n a n c e  
o f  t h e  h a n g i n g s  i s  c o r r e c t — sh e  would d i s c o v e r  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  
a s  wel l  a s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p o we r s  i n  r e s i g n a t i o n .
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For  f i v e  y e a r s  s h e  w o r k e d ,  s t i t c h  b y  s t i t c h
t r a n s f o r m i n g  h e r  c o n j u g a l  bed  i n t o  a r o s y  b o w e r ,
e m b e l l i s h i n g  s i d e  p a n e l s ,  v a l e n c e ,  h e a d  c l o t h ,  and  c o v e r l e t
wi th  l e a f y  g a r l a n d s ,  b c l d l y  w r o u g h t  v i n e s ,  a n d  e x t r a v a g a n t
b lo s som s  n e v e r  s e e n  i n  any  g a r d e n  i n  York-  I n  t h i s  f l o r a l
p a r a d i s e  t i n y  b i r d s  f l e w  to  r u f f l e d  buds  t w i c e  t h e i r  s i z e
wh i l e  h e a r t - s h a p e d  s t r a w b e r r i e s  s p r a n g  t c  t h e  h e i g h t  of
sh rubs -  l e s t  a n y  one  m i s t a k e  t h e  m e a n in g  o f  h e r  a r t ,  Mary
worked i n t o  t h e  v a l e n c e  a poem by I s a a c  W a t t s :
Sweet  muse d e s c e n d  and b l e s s  t h e  s h a d e  
And b l e s s  t h e  e v e n i n g  g r o v e  
B u s i n e s s  and  n o i s e  and day a r e  f l e d  
And e v e r y  c a r e  b u t  l o v e .
B u t  h e n c e  ye wa n t on  young and f a i r  
d i n e  i s  a p u r e r  f l a m e  
Ho P h i l l i s  s h a l l  i n f e c t  t h e  a i r  
w i t h  her  u n h a l l o w e d  name.
J e s u s  h a s  a l l  my p o w e r s  p o s s e s t  
My h o p e s  my f e a r s  my j o y s  
He t h e  Dea r  S o v e r e i g n  o f  my b r e a s t  
S h a l l  s t i l l  command ay v o i c e .
Some cf  t h e  f a i r e s t  c h o i r s  above  
S h a l e  f l o c k  a r o u n d  my song  
With j o y  t o  h e a r  t h e  name t h e y  l o v e  
Sound f rom a m o r t a l  t o n g u e .
H i s  c h a r m s  s h a l l  make my n um be r s  F lo  
And h o l d  t h e  f a l l i n g  f l o o d s  
While  s i l e n c e  s i t s  on e v ’ r y  bough  
And bends  t h e  l i s t n i r g  woods .
1*11 c a r v e  o u r  p a s s i o n  on t h e  b a r k  
And e v e r y  wounded t r e e  
S h a l l  d r o p  and  B e a r  some m y s t i c  mark 
T h a t  J e s u s  d y ’ d f o r  me.
The s w a i n s  s h a l l  wonder  when t h e y  r e a d
I n s c r i b ’ d on a l l  t h e  g r o v e
T h a t  h e av e n  i t s e l f  came down and  b l e d
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To win  a m o r t a l s  l o v e . £ 3 0 ]
The t heme  was  an  c l d  cues  t h e  l c v e  b e t w e e n  man and 
woman p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  l o v e  b e tw e e n  C h i r s t  and  t h e  
c o n v e r t e d  C h r i s t i a n ,  t u t  e m b r o i d e r e d  on l i n e n  i t  was t w i c e  
removed from t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  s e r m o n s  whe re  i t  
o r i g i n a t e d .  T r a n s l a t e d  by W a t t s  i n t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
imagery of  p a s t o r a l  c o u r t s h i p ,  i t  was c a r r i e d  by Mary Bulman 
i n t o  t h e  t a n g i b l e  P a r a d i s e  c f  an  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
d w e l l i n g .  L i k e  f l e h i t a b l e  P a r k a a n ,  Mary t u r n e d  t o  C h r i s t  f o r  
c o n s o l a t i o n  i n  h e r  t r o u b l e ,  b u t  i n  s o  d o i n g  s h e  t u r n e d  
e a r t h w a r d ,  b e a u t i f y i n g  h e r  h o u s e .  She  d i d  n o t  c o n f i d e  h e r  
r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t h e  g u i e t  c f  a d i a r y  b u t  b r o a d c a s t  i t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  form she  knew b e s t ,  a d o r n i n g  t h e  one  p i e c e  o f  f u r n i t u r e  
which b e s t  s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  m a r i t a l  f e l i c i t y  which  s h e  had 
l o s t .  Mary Bu lman’ s  l u x u r i o u s  be d ,  t h o u g h  d e d i c a t e d  t o  
J e s u s ,  s u b t l y  b u t  u n m i s t a k a b l y  e x a l t e d  t h e  ne ed l ewoman  who 
c r e a t e d  i t .  Both h o u s e w i f e  and  B r i d e  o f  C h r i s t ,  s h e  l e f t  a 
sermon i n  f l a t  s t i t c h ,  an e p i t h a l a m i o n  i n  w o r s t e d .
In 1750 a s  i n  1 6 5 0 ,  New E n g l a n d e r s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  
m u l t i p l e  aims o f  m a r r i a g e :  a gccd  w i f e  p r o v i d e d  m a t e r i a l ,  
s p i r i t u a l ,  e m o t i o n a l ,  an d  s e x u a l  c o m f o r t s .  H i t h i n  t h i s  
common f r a m e w o r k ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  b a l a n c e  s h i f t e d .  
S e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  P u r i t a n s  f ound  E v e ’ s  r,m e e t n e s s M 
p r i m a r i l y  i n  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  c n e n e s s  w i th  Adam; 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p o e t s  and p a i n t e r s  d i s c o v e r e d  h e r
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p h y s i c a l  and p e r s o n a l  c h a r m s ,  c e l e b r a t i n g  a m a t e r i a l  
p a r a d i s e  somewhere  w i t h i n  r e a c h  o f  B o s t o n -  " H a n n a h ,  when 
w i l l  come t h e  d a y  t h a t  I  s h a l l  o nc e  more s e e  and  k i s s  t h e  
p r i n t  o f  yo u r  h a n d , "  an I p s w i c h  s e a  c a p t a i n  w ro t e  h i s  w i f e  
i n  F e b r u a r y  o f  1 7 4 7 - [ 3 1 ]  among t h e  g e n t r y ,  r o m a n t i c  
e f f u s i o n  had  become more  common i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  b u t  
i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  new f o r m s  c o e x i s t e d  w i t h  
o l d .  a t  a l m o s t  t h e  same  moment a n o t h e r  I p s w i c h  man was 
s e n d i n g  t h i s  s o b e r  m i s s i v e  t c  h i s  s p o u s e :  " I  l o n g  t o  s e e  you 
& ay po o r  c h i l d r e n  S i t s  my E a r n e s t  p r a y e r  t o  God t h a t  you  
and I  may be k e p t  i n  h i s  f e a r  & i n  a humble  S u b m i s s i o n  t o  
h i s  ho l y  w i l l „ " [ 3 2 ]  Love  t o o  was a m a t t e r  o f  s t y l e .
* *  *
The i d e a l  o f  c o n s o r t  i s  one o f  t h e  most  p e r v a s i v e  
t hemes  i n  New E n g l a n d  s e r m o n s ,  a r t ,  and l i t e r a t u r e -  Yet  
even i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s ,  t h e  P u r i t a n  c o l o n i e s  had  t h e i r  
s h a r e  o f  d o m e s t i c  d i s c o r d ,  a s  t h e  c l a c k i n g  and  c l a n g i n g  i n  
co u n ty  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  s h ow s -  I h oug h  t h e  e c o n o m ic  and  s e x u a l  
ends  of  m a r r i a g e  c o u l d  be e n f o r c e d  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  t h r o u g h  
law,  t h e  g u e s t  f o r  c c n s c r t ,  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  
h i g h e s t  e m o t i o n a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  n e e d s ,  was more d i f f i c u l t  t o  
a c h i e v e -  "A woman o u g h t  t o  be  a mee t  h e l p  f o r  a man , "  F a i t h  
B l a c k ' s  n e i g h b o r s  t o l d  an E s s e x  Coun ty  C o u r t -  D a n i e l  B l a c k  
was a v i o l e n t  man,  g i v e n  t o  f i t s  o f  r a g e  a n d  j e a l o u s y ,  b u t  
i n  t h e i r  view h i s  w i f e  had b r o u g h t  much c f  t h e  t r o u b l e  on
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h e r s e l f -  F a i t h  h a d  b e e n  u n f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  i d e a l -  
She ga d de d  a b o u t ,  n e g l e c t i n g  h e r  wash a n d  f o r g e t t i n g  t o  f e e d  
t he  s w i n e -  g h a t  was w o r s e ,  s h e  was t o o  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  J o h n  
How- " F a i t h  n i g h t  l i v e  a s  w e l l  w i t h  D a n i e l  B l a c k  a s  any  
poor  woman i n  T o p s f i e l d , "  h e r  b r o t h e r  d e p o s e d ,  b u t  h e r  p r o u d  
s p i r i t  had  p r o v o k e d  h i m .  Bha t  c o u l d  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  d o ?
They o r d e r e d  b o t h  h u s b a n d  and  w i f e  t o  s i t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  
s t o c k s  f o r  an h o u r  a n d  t h e n  gc  home and  l i v e  p e a c e a h l y . [  33 ]  
C o l o n i a l  c o u r t s  c o u l d  demand c o h a b i t a t i o n  and  s e x u a l  
f i d e l i t y  b u t  n o t  h a r m o n y -  They c o u l d  r e q u i r e  h u s b a n d s  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  w i v e s  a nd  w ives  t o  r e t u r n  r e a s o n a b l e  s e r v i c e  
t o  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  t h o u g h  t h e y  c o u l d  f i n e  w i f e - b e a t e r s  
and s c o l d  s h r e w s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  n e t  i n s i s t  upon l o v e -  At t h e i r  
most  p r a g m a t i c ,  t h e  s e r m o n s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  chasm b e t w e e n  
Eden and E a r t h -  " I t  i s  mos t  c f  a l l  t o  b e  L a m e n t e d ,  when 
C o n s o r t s  can n o t  make a C c n s o r t ,  b u t  c e a s e  t o  be  D e s i r a b l e  
unto one a n o t h e r , * '  C o t t o n  H a t h e r  d e c l a r e d - £ 3H ] I r o n i c a l l y  
B a t h e r ' s  most  e c s t a t i c  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  upon  m a r r i a g e  we r e  
made a f t e r  h i s  t h i r d  w i f e ' s  r e f u s a l  t c  s l e e p  w i t h  h i m  t a u g h t  
him n o t  t c  " s o  f o o l i s h l y  d o t e  a s  I  h a v e  d o n e ,  upon  a P e r s o n  
who t r e a t s  me w i t h  s u c h  a m a t c h l e s s  I n g r a t i t u d e  and 
M a l i g n i t y - " [ 3 5  ] But  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e r m o n s  was n o t  t o  
document d i s s o n a n c e  b u t  t c  s u r m o u n t  i t .  P a i n t i n g  a nd  p o e t r y  
were ev en  f u r t h e r  r emoved  f rom t h e  g r a t i n g  and  g r i n d i n g  o f  
l i f e -  I t  i s  h a r d l y  a c c i d e n t a l  t h a t  t h e  Eden of  t h e
e m b r o i d e r i e s  e x i s t e d  o u t s i d e  s p a c e  o r  t i m e  o r  t h a t  t h e  Eve 
o f  t h e  p o r t r a i t s  was p i c t u r e d  a s  a ycung and  i n n o c e n t  b r i d e -  
I n  c h u r c h  and i n  c o u r t ,  New E n g l a n d e r s  we r e  t o l d  t h a t  
the  f i r s t  remedy  f o r  m a r i t a l  c o n f l i c t  was i n d i v i d u a l  
r e f o r m a t i o n  and  s e l f - c c n t r o l -  I n  c a s e s  o f  s e v e r e  
d i s r u p t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i v o r c e  was a t  l e a s t  a p o s s i b i l i t y .
For  P u r i t a n s ,  m a r r i a g e  was n o t  a s a c r a m e n t  b u t  a c i v i l  
c o n t r a c t  be tw een  two i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a nd  l i k e  e t h e r  c o n t r a c t s  
i t  c o u l d  be b r o k e n -  I n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o u n t y  and  
g e n e r a l  c o u r t s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  d i s s o l v e d  m a r r i a g e s  on 
grounds  o f  a d u l t e r y ,  d e s e r t i o n ,  n e g l e c t ,  a n d  c r u e l t y -  
&l though r e c o r d s  a r e  i n c c u p l e t e ,  women seem t c  h a v e  sued  
more f r e q u e n t l y  an d  more  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t h a n  men.  T h i s  
a d v a n t a g e  was l o s t  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  
and c o u n c i l  a s sumed  more u n i f c r n  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  b u t  i n  e i t h e r  
c e n t u r y ,  t h o u g h  r a r e ,  d i v o r c e  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  b o t h  s e x e s  
and t o  a l l  c l a s s e s ,  a s  i t  h ad  n e v e r  been  i n  E n g l a n d -  
Between 1697 and 1 7 8 5 ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  House o f  L o r d s  g r a n t e d  
n i n e t y  p r i v a t e  a c t s  o f  d i v o r c e — a l l  t c  men- D u r i n g  t h e  same 
p e r i o d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  r o u g h l y  t h r e e  
p e r c e n t  o f  E n g l a n d ' s ,  g r a n t e d  110 d i v o r c e s ,  f o r t y  s e v e n  o f  
t h e s e  t o  women-£ 3 6 ]
The numbers  a r e  s n a i l  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t -  I n  h e r  s t u d y  o f  
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d i v o r c e  r e c o r d s ,  Nancy C o t t  f o u n d  a 
marked i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number  o f  women s e e k i n g  and  r e c e i v i n g
259
d i v o r c e s  a f t e r  1764,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
P u r i t a n  m a r r i a g e  t h e o r y  were o n l y  g r a d u a l l y  a c c e p t e d  i n  
p r a c t i c e ,  and  t h a t  t h e  e r a  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  b r o u g h t  
i n c r e a s i n g  s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  i n  p r i v a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  p u b l i c  l i f e .  
Sexua l  f i d e l i t y  h a d  a l w a y s  be en  e x p e c t e d  o f  b o t h  p a r t n e r s ,  
f o r  e xa m p l e ,  b u t  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  mid 1770s  was f i d e l i t y  
" r e g u l a r l y  e n f o r c e d  upon h u s b a n d s  by t h e  t h r e a t  o f  
d i v o r c e . " [ 3 7 ]
Our d i s c u s s i o n  m i g h t  t u r n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o w a r d  t h e  
s o u r c e s  o f  ha rmony i n  c c l c n i a l  m a r r i a g e .  Ye t  su c h  an  
e x e r c i s e  m ig h t  p r o v e  a s  i n c o n c l u s i v e  a s  i t  would be  
d i f f i c u l t .  He know,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  C o t t o n  M a t h e r  r e a d  t o  
h i s  w i f e  i n  b e d . [ 3 8 ]  Dees  t h i s  s u g g e s t  a  c o m p a n i o n a b l e  
p a t t e r n  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  m a r r i a g e ?  Cr was i t  s i m p l y  an 
e x t e n s i o n  of  M a t h e r ' s  pompous  d o - g o o d i s m ?  M i s t r e s s  M a t h e r  
c a n n o t  t e l l  u s  w h e t h e r  s h e  was e d i f i e d  o r  b o r e d -  He know 
too t h a t  Samuel  S e w a l l  f r e q u e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  mixed d i n n e r  
p a r t i e s  w i t h o u t  h i s  s p o u s e .  Does  t h i s  f a c t  i n d i c a t e  
d i v e r g e n c e  o f  male  a n d  f e m a l e  s o c i a l  l i f e  among u p p e r - c l a s s  
B o s t o n i a n s  o r  o n l y  t h a t  Hannah S e w a l l  was o f t e n  
i n d i s p o s e d ? [ 3 9 ] H i t h  e f f c r t ,  p a t t e r n s  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  
w i t h i n  m a r r i a g e  m ig h t  be w r e s t e d  f r c m  s u c h  s o u r c e s ,  b u t  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e i r  i m p a c t  upon m a r i t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  would  
p rove  d i f f i c u l t  i n d e e d -  Some q u e s t i o n s  mus t  r e m a i n  
u n r e s o l v e d ,  i t  i s  p e r h a p s  en ou gh  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i n
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c o l o n i a l  New E n g l a n d ,  a s  t o d a y ,  o n e  c o u p l e ' s  m u s i c  was, 
a n o t h e r  c o u p l e ' s  n o i s e -
In  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  i d e a l i s t i c  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  E d e n ,  
howeve r ,  two o b s e r v a t i o n s  a r e  i n  o r d e r -  f i r s t ,  i n  e a r l y  Hew 
E n g la n d ,  a s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  " m a r i t a l  l o v e "  ca n  s e l d o m  be  
i s o l a t e d  f rom a l l  t h e  e t h e r  c o n s i d e r s t i o n s ,  p e r s o n a l  and  
p r a c t i c a l ,  w h i c h  s h a p e d  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e -  T h i s  i s  
p e r f e c t l y  e v i d e n t  i n  l e t t e r s  which  Geo rge  C o r w i n ,  a Sa l em 
g e n t l e m a n ,  s e n t  t o  h i s  w i f e  d u r i n g  t h e  m on t hs  he was a b s e n t
w i th  t h e  L o u i s b u r g  e x p e d i t i o n -  He had i n g e s t e d  seme o f  t h e
c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  r o m a n c e ,  b u t  he  was a  v e r y  
m o r t a l  and  somewhat  t e m p e r a m e n t a l  Adam w r i t i n g  t o  a v e ry  
busy Eve-  E n c l o s i n g  a s i x  pound b i l l  a s  a t o k e n  o f  h i s  
l o v e ,  Corwin  p a s s i o n a t e l y  w i s h e d  i t  were  i n  h i s  power  t o  
make i t  s i x  t h o u s a n d .  He a l s o  hoped  S a r a h  would  r emember  t o  
p in  up a n o t i c e  a t  Mr- S p a r h a w k ' s  c h u r c h  b e g g i n g  p r a y e r s  on
h i s  b e h a l f ,  and  t o  s e n d  t u t t e r ,  c i d e r ,  and  " a n y t h i n g  t h a t ' s
good t o  E a t . "  L a t e r ,  e n c l o s i n g  a p i s t o l e  i n  g o l d  and  a 
p i e c e  o f  e i g h t  f o r  e a c h  l i t t l e  o n e ,  he w i s h e d  i t  we re  i n  h i s  
power t o  make i t  t e n  t h o u s a n d -  Meanwh i l e  w h e r e  w e r e  t h e  
s h i r t s  s h e  had  p r e m i s e d  and  t h e  new p a i r  c f  b r e e c h e s ?  Had 
s h e  been  t o  v i s i t  Mr.  L ynd e?  How were t h e  c h i l d r e n ?  Many 
n i g h t s  he  had  d r e a m t  t h a t  t h e  baby  d i s t u r b e d  h i s  s l e e p ,  b u t  
" a l a s  I  wake,  6 f i n d  no s u c h  P l e a s u r e . "  Why h a d n ' t  s h e  
w r i t t e n ?  He knew s h e  had t e e n  i l l ,  b u t  when a v e s s e l
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a r r i v e d  wi th  no m e s s a g e ,  he c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  fcut t a k e  i t
h a r d — " o u t  o f  s i g h t ,  S c u t  c f  mind ,  which I  am v e r y  s o r r y
f o r . "  Did he d e t e c t  a n c t e  c f  c o m p l a i n t  i n  h e r  l a s t  l e t t e r ?
fly Dear  I  a l w a y s  Remember t h e  r e y a r d  I  s t a n d  I n  
b o t h  as a Husband  S f a t h e r  S am S u r e  I  s h o u l d  n e v e r  
have  gone upon t h e  E u i s n e s s  I  am now Engaged  I s  had  
I  n o t  been  i n  t h o s e  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  I f  you  m e n t i o n e d  
y t  a s  Reason  t o  I n d u c e  me t o  R e t u r n  I  am s u r e  you
m ig h t  h a v e  o m i t t e d  i t ,  f o r  no cn e  h a s  o r  Can h a v e  a
g r e a t e r  Re ga r d  t o  Bo th  Wife  5 C h i l d r e n  t h a n  I  h a v e  
5 you may Depend T h a t  I  s h a l l  R e t u r n  a s  Scon a s  my 
B u i s n e s s  w i l l  p o s s i b l y  A d m i t t  o f f .
By t h e  way, how was  t h e  f a r m i n g  g o i n g ?  S i n c e  she  had  n o t
n e n t i o n e d  i t ,  he a s s u m e d  a l l  was w e l l . [ 4 0 ]  R e a l  m a r r i a g e
e x i s t e d  o u t s i d e  o f  Eden i n  a w o r l d  where  cows had  t o  be
mi lked ,  wa r s  had t o  b e  f o u g h t ,  and  a e t h e r s  h a d  t o  t e n d  t o
c r y i n g  b a b i e s  i n  t h e  n i g h t .
A s e c o n d  f a c t o r  demands  even  f u r t h e r  e m p h a s i s —- t h e
in v o lv e m e n t  o f  o u t s i d e r s  i n  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s -  Eve and  Adam 
were a l o n e  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  c f  Eden i n  a way i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  
women and  men i n  c o l o n i a l  New E n g l a n d .  i e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
noted t h e  i n t r u s i o n  on  n e i g h b o r s  i n  p r i v a t e  a f f a i r s ,  a 
p a t t e r n  wh ich  c o n t i n u e d  t c  t h e  end o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y -  N e i g h b o r s  were  p r i m a r y  d e p o n e n t s  i n  t h e  d i v o r c e  
c a s e s  Nancy C o t t  s t u d i e d .  Even more  c r u c i a l  was t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  p a r e n t s .  E x c e p t  f c r  t h e  p o c r ,  l i v e l i h o o d  and  
i n h e r i t a n c e  we r e  c l o s e l y  t i e d .  M a r r i a g e  was n e v e r  j u s t  a 
p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  a h u s b a n d  and w i f e ,  i t  was an 
a l l i a n c e  c f  f a m i l i e s  and a l i n c h p i n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c u r e .
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At i t s  o u t s e t #  i t  i n v o l v e d  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  p a r e n t s  and  
the  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  communi ty  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p u b l i s h i n g  o f  b a n n s . [ h 1 ]  A c l o s e r  l o o k  a t  c o u r t s h i p  
s u g g e s t s  t h e  c o n f l i c t  wh ich  m i g h t  a r i s e  a s  men an d  women 
a t t e m p t e d  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  s e x u a l #  e m o t i o n a l ,  a nd  
s p i r i t u a l  demands  o f  a  u n i o n  which was b o t h  p e r s o n a l  and  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l -
Edmund Morgan h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h r e e  s t e p s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a 
d e c i s i o n  t o  m a r ry  i n  P u r i t a n  New E n g l a n d -  F i r s t #  a  man 
decided  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  f o r  m a r r i a g e  had  a r r i v e d -  Second# he 
s e l e c t e d  a s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n ,  p a y i n g  c a r e f u l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
economic m a t t e r s .  T h i r d ,  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  e ng a g e m e n t  o r  
b e t r o t h a l #  h e  a l l o w e d  h i s  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  c h o s e n  p e r s o n  t o  
d e v e l o p .  S i n c e  t h e  d e c i s c n  t c  m a r ry  was i n d e p e n d e n t  of  an y  
i n t e r e s t  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s o n  a n d  s i n c e  o n e ' s  a f f e c t i o n s  
were n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  " s e t t l e ” b e f o r e  o n e ' s  e s t a t e #  m a r r i a g e  
became a r a t i o n a l  c h o i c e  among a number  o f  p o s s i b l e  
p a r t n e r s . [ 4 2 ]  As a r c u g h  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  P u r i t a n  
a s s u m p t i o n s ,  M o r g a n ' s  s cheme seems a c c u r a t e  e n o u g h — a man 
d id  n o t  mar ry  a woman b e c a u s e  he  l o v e d  h e r #  he l o v e d  h e r  
because  he  h a d  m a r r i e d  h e r .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  a m a t u r e  man# 
l i k e  Samuel  S e w a l l ,  i t  may w e l l  have  b e e n  f o l l o w e d  i n  j u s t  
such a m e t h o d i c a l  a n d  p r a c t i c a l  way# b u t  i t  g l o s s e s  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b o t h  p e r s o n a l  and  g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  a 
d e c i s i o n  which  t o u c h e d  s c  many d i m e n s i o n s  o f  l i f e -
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At t h e  r o o t  o f  g e n e r a t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  was a  c o n f l i c t  
between head and h e a r t -  P a r e n t s  c o u l d  u p h o l d  t h e  m a t e r i a l  
and t h e  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  o f  m a r r i a g e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were 
d e t a c h e d  f rom t h e  e m o t i o n a l  and  s e x u a l  i n  a way t h a t  youn g  
men and women i n  t h e i r  e a i l y  t w e n t i e s  c o u l d  n e v e r  b e -  A 
young man c o u l d  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  t c  m a r r y  w i t h o u t  f o c u s i n g  
on any one woman, b u t  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  he  c o u l d  do so  f o r  
p u r e l y  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  A s id e  f ro m  t h e  r i s i n g  s a p  i n  h i s  
own b l o o d ,  he was f o r c e d  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  women b e c a u s e  t h a t  
i s  p r o b a b l y  wha t  h i s  f r i e n d s  were  d o i n g .  E n t r i e s  i n  t h e  
d i a r y  o f  one young m i n i s t e r i a l  c a n d i d a t e  e v o k e  t h e  k i n d  o f  
a tm osp he re  i n  wh ic h  a d e c i s i o n  t o  m a r r y  was made:  "Came 
a long f rom Rowley [ w i t h ]  P a r k e r  Noyes  and  h i s  B r i d e -  . . .  
Horaen l o d g e d  h e r  l a s t  N i g h t  g o i n g  t o  be  m a r r i e d -  .  .  - T a r i e d  
a t  Mr T u r f s  t i l l  h a l f  a n  h o u r  a f t e r  9 .  D i s c o u r s e  t h e r e  how 
many d e n i a l s  a man m us t  t a k e  f rom a woman." [ 9 3 ]
Young women p r o b a b l y  b e g a n  t o  c c n t e n p l a t e  t h e i r  f u t u r e  
e s t a t e  e ve n  e a r l i e r ,  h a v i n g  n e i t h e r  s c h o o l  n o r  
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  t o  d i v e r t  a t t e n t i o n  f rom t h e i r  f u t u r e  
v o c a t i o n -  The Salem H i t h c r a f t  a f f a i r  began  when p u b e s c e n t  
g i r l s  t u r n e d  t o  f o r t u n e  t e l l i n g ,  d r o p p i n g  t h e  w h i t e  o f  an  
egg i n  a g l a s s  t o  a s k  " w h a t  t r a d e  t h e i r  s w e e t h e a r t s  s h o u l d  
be of . " [<*i | ]  H a l f  a c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  s e r v a n t  g i r l s  i n  a 
Marb l ehead  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e  managed t o  s l i p  " a  p l a t e ,  k n i f e ,  
and f o r k  w i t h  a b l a d e  bone  o f  lamb t i e d  up i n  a n a p k i n "
unde r  t h e  b o l s t e r  on A s h l e y  B o w e n ' s  bed ,  c o y l y  a s k i n g  hi® 
n e x t  m orn ing  t o  t e l l  o f  h i s  d r e a m s - [ 4 5 ]  F o r  u p p e r  c l a s s  
g i r l s #  c o u r t i n g  p i c t u r e s  were  an o u t l e t  f o r  s i m i l a r  
f a n t a s i e s  T h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  i r o n y  i n  t h e  l u s h  i m a g e r y  o f  
t h o s e  e m b r o i d e r i e s .  When g i r l s  f i n a l l y  a c g u i r e d  t h e i r  
m a t e r i a l  Eden t h e y  would  s p e n d  t h e i r  d a y s  w e e d i n g  i t s  
f l o w e r s #  f e e d i n g  i t s  a n i m a l s #  and  p r e s e r v i n g  i t s  f r u i t s .
But  a t  l e a s t  a m a r r i e d  woman was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h e r  own 
ga rden ,  a s  no u n m a r r i e d  g i r l  c c u l d  be .
F a n t a s y  was n o t  i n v e n t e d  by p o e t s ,  n o r  d i d  o r d i n a r y  New 
E n g l a n d e r s  hav e  t o  r e l y  upon s e r m o n s  o r  t r e a t i s e s  t o  l e a r n  
of  i t s  d a n g e r s .  T h e r e  we re  s e r s e n s  en oug h  i n  d a i l y  l i f e .
In I p s w i c h ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e r e  was p e e r  B a c h e l  C l i n t o n ,  
l i v i n g  i n  a l i t t l e  h o u s e  by t h e  r i v e r ,  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  
begging  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  f o r  h e l p  i n  s e c u r i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  
from h e r  husba nd ,  L a u r e n c e ,  a d r u n k a r d  and  n e ' e r - d o - w e l l .
She had  m a r r i e d  f o r  l o v e ,  o f f e n d i n g  h e r  r e l a t i v e s  and  
sho ck in g  h e r  n e i g h b o r s  by u s i n g  a s m a l l  i n h e r i t a n c e  t o  buy 
h i s  f r e e d o m  when he was i n d e n t u r e d  t o  H a s t e r  C r o s s -  Be ca us e  
he r  m o t h e r  and  f a t h e r  w e r e  d e a d ,  s h e  c o u l d  f e l l o w  h e r  
i n c l i n a t i o n s .  P a r e n t s  and  young women c o u l d  t a k e  he ed -  No 
so o n e r  were L a u r e n c e  a n d  B a c h e l  wed t h a t  h e r  t r o u b l e s  b e g a n .  
He s q u a n d e r e d  he r  money and k e p t  company  w i t h  s e r v a n t  g i r l s  
and t h ough  sh e  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  wou ld  h e a r  n o t h i n g  
o f  d i v o r c e .  ( B i t t e r n e s s  would a c c u m u l a t e .  Y e a r s  l a t e r  she
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would be  t r i e d ,  t h o u g h  n o t  c o n v i c t e d ,  a s  a w i t c h . . )  [ 4 6 ]
S t i l l ,  a f f e c t i o n  was n e t  t c  be  t r i f l e d  w i t h -  I n  B a c h e l  
C l i n t o n ' s  n e i g h b o r h o o d  l i v e d  S a r a h  Woodward, a  young woman 
who c o n s u l t e d  h e r  p a r e n t s  b u t  t r i e d  t o  i g n o r e  h e r  f e e l i n g s .  
She ha d  been p a r t i a l  t o  J o s e p h  Lee ,  a young  man o f  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  when a Ma ine  f i s h e r m a n  named W i l l i a m  Bow 
so u g h t  h e r  h a n d -  He r  p a r e n t s ,  h a v i n g  a  h o u s e h o l d  o f  
d a u g h t e r s  t o  s e t t l e ,  we re  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  h i s  e n e r g y  and  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n -  Mak ing  i n q u i r i e s ,  t h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  he  had a 
good r e p u t a t i o n  a t  t h e  I s l e s  o f  s h o a l s  where  he summered and  
seemed a m b i t i o u s  t o  " e r aprove  h i s  e s t a t e - "  S a r a h  was a t  
f i r s t  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  m a t c h ,  b u t  t i m e  and  p e r s u a s i o n  
had t h e i r  e f f e c t -  The p r e s s u r e s  were s u b t l e ,  b u t  r e a l .  
"Sa rah ,  have  a c a r e  w h a t  ycu  d c , "  h e r  m o t h e r  c a u t i o n e d ,  " I f  
you can  l c v e  him t a c k e  h i m :  and  do n o t  s a y  t h a t  I  p e r s w a d e d  
you;  i t s  you t h a t  mus t  l i v e  w i t h  h im a n d  n o t  I . "  S a r a h ' s  
aun t  came t o  c o u n s e l  w i t h  h e r ,  u r g i n g  h e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  
c a r e f u l l y ,  f o r  i t  was much b e t t e r  t o  " b r e a c k e  o f  now t h e n  
a f t e r  w a r d s . "  S a r a h  t o l d  h e r  s h e  c o u l d  l o v e  Bow " w e l l  
enough-  "
Not  t i l l  t h e  b a n n s  were p u b l i s h e d  d i d  S a r a h  m u s t e r  
c o u ra ge  t c  o p p os e  h e r  p a r e n t s -  I t  was t o o  l a t e .  Bhen s h e  
found a f r i e n d  t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  b r e a k i n g  o f f  t h e  m a t ch ,  h e r  
f a t h e r  i n t e r v e n e d -  S a r a h  m a r r i e d  t h e  man h e r  p a r e n t s  ha d  
chosen .  T h i n g s  w e n t  w e l l  e n o u g h ,  n e i g h b o r s  s a i d ,  u n t i l
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Jos eph  Lee b e g a n  t o  f r e g u e n t  t h e  h o u s e  w h i l e  W i l l i a m  was 
f i s h i n g -  When Lee  j o k e d  a b o u t  S a r a h ' s  h u s b a n d ,  s h e  d e f e n d e d  
him— b u t  h a l f  s e r i o u s l y -  "Why i s  he  n o t  a s  o t h e r  men?” she  
b a n t e r e d -  " I f  you h a v e  be n e  a s e a  man a s  l o n g  a s  h e e  you  
would h a v e  had  w r i n k l s  i n  y o u r  f o r e h e a d - " E v e n t u a l l y  
S a r a h ' s  a v e r s i o n  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  became  op e n -  Wounded and  
j e a l o u s ,  W i l l i a m  l e f t .  W i t h i n  a few m o n t h s ,  S a r a h  was i n  
Essex  Co u n ty  C o u r t  on t r i a l  f o r  h e r  " d a l l i a n c e "  w i t h  
Lee . [  h8 ]
What had h a p p e n e d ?  Seme n e i g h b o r s  t h o u g h t  i t  was a l l  
L e e ’s  f a u l t ,  t h a t  i f  h e  had l e f t  S a r a h  a l o n e ,  s h e  would  have  
been happy  e n o u g h -  W i l l i a m  H u b b a r d ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  m i n i s t e r ,  
t h o u g h t  o t h e r w i s e -  S i n c e  S a r a h  had  l i v e d  many y e a r s  i n  h i s  
house  a s  a maid ,  he t h o u g h t  h e  knew more a b o u t  h e r  t h a n  many 
o t h e r s .  He and  h i s  w i f e  had  n e v e r  a p p r o v e d  o f  t h e  m a t c h ,  
" f o r e s e e i n g  what  h a s  come t o  p a s s - " As P u r i t a n  t e a c h i n g  
e x p r e s s e d  i t ;  "They  t h a t  a a r r y  where  t h e y  a f f e c t  n o t ,  w i l l  
a f f e c t  whe re  t h e y  m ar ry  n c t . " [ h S ]
S a r a h ' s  m o t h e r  a n d  h e r  a u n t  h a d  u r g e d  h e r  t o  c o n s u l t  
her  f e e l i n g s -  Ye t  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a d a u g h t e r  t o  e x p r e s s  and  
pe rha ps  even  t o  r e c o g n i z e  h e r  own f e e l i n g s  d e p e n d e d  upon t h e  
amount  of au tonomy s h e  had  b e e n  a l l o w e d  i n  g r o w i n g  up- I n  a 
d e f e r e n t i a l  s o c i e t y ,  a  young woman who had  been  u s e d  t o  
f o l l o w i n g  h e r  p a r e n t s '  d i r e c t i o n  m i g h t  h a v e  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  t r u s t i n g  h e r  own j u d g m e n t ,  e v e n  when i n v i t e d  t o  t h i n k  f o r
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h e r s e l f -  S o m e t i m e s  i t  was t e t t e r  n e t  t c  t r y  t o  t h i n k  a t  
a l l ,  b u t  to l e t  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  a s  t h e y  w o u l d .  Re b ec ca  
C a n t e l b u r j  o f  Sa l em managed  t o  m a r r y  t h e  man o f  h e r  c h o i c e  
by becoming p r e g n a n t -  Her  m o t h e r  was f u r i o u s .  Months  a f t e r  
t h e  wedd ing ,  s h e  t o l d  a  n e i g h b o r  t h a t  h e r  s o n - i n - l a w  was a 
t h i e f  and  a r o g u e ,  a t h i e f  b e c a u s e  he  h ad  s t o l e n  " t h e  b e s t  
f l o w e r  i n  h e r  g a r d e n "  and  a r o g u e  b e c a u s e  he  had  " b r o u g h t  
her  t o  s h a m e - "  R e b e c c a  t e g c e d  h e r  a e t h e r  t c  a c c e p t  t h e  man 
" t h a t  God had  a p p o i n t e d "  and i n s i s t e d  s h e  was f a r  more 
c o n t e n t e d  wi th  him t h a n  w i t h  t h o s e  h e r  m o t h e r  " n o m i n a t e d  
un to  h e r - "  The n e i g h b o r  a g r e e d ,  u r g i n g  Goody C a n t l e b u r y  t o  
f o r g i v e  and f o r g e t -  "By t h e  p r o v i d e n c e  o f  God t h e y  were  
b rough t  t o g e t h e r , "  s h e  s a i d -  " I h e r e  was no f i n g e r  of  God i n  
b r i n g i n g  them t o g e t h e r , "  t h e  m o t h e r  c o u n t e r e d -  " I t  was t h e  
mere a c t  of  t h e  d e v i l - " [ 5 0 ]
T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  p r e a a r i t a l  p r e g n a n c y  i n c r e a s e d  
i n  e v e r y  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  p e a k i n g  j u s t  
b e f o r e  t h e  Am er i can  r e v o l u t i o n -  P e r h a p s  t h e  d e v i l  ahd 
become more a c t i v e — c r  ycung  p e o p l e  l e s s  f e a r f u l -  More 
p r o b a b l y ,  e x t e r n a l  c o n t r c l s  o f  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  im p o s e d  by 
c h u rc h ,  c o u r t s ,  and  p a r e n t s  were  b r e a k i n g  down w h i l e  t h e  new 
i n t e r n a l i z e d  m o r a l i t y  wh ic h  would become c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  had  n o t  y e t  d e v e l o p e d -  D a n i e l  S c o t t  
Smith and M i c h a e l  S- H i n d u s  ha v e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  c u s t o m  o f  
" b u n d l i n g "  which  c r e a t e d  su c h  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s
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of  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  was a " c o m p r o m i s e  b e tw ee n  
p e r s i s t e n t  p a r e n t a l  c o n t r o l  and  t h e  j r e s s u r e s  o f  t h e  young 
to  s u b v e r t  t r a d i t i o n a l  f a m i l i a l  a u t h o r i t y . " [ 5 1  ]
P e r h a p s .  Ye t  i n  m os t  a c c o u n t s ,  b u n d l i n g  i s  d e s c r i b e d  
as a r i t u a l i z e d  f o r a  c f  c o u r t s h i p .  M a r r i a g e ,  n o t  
s o c i a b i l i t y ,  was t h e  i s s u e .  A d a u g h t e r  who w a n t e d  t o  
s u b v e r t  h e r  p a r e n t s *  a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r c i n g  a  m a r r i a g e  a g a i n s t  
t h e i r  w i s h e s ,  c o u l d  n o t  be s t o p p e d  by b u n d l i n g .  " B a s t a r d s  
a r e  n o t  a t  a l l  t i m e s  g o t /  I n  f e a t h e r  b e d s  we kn ow ,"  
p r o c l a i m e d  an o l d  b a l l a d  t i t l e d  " T h e  Where on t h e  Snow 
C r u s t .  " [ 5 2 ]  B u n d l i n g  i s  s o r e  l o g i c a l l y  s e e n  a s  an  a t t e m p t  
t o  p r e s e r v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r e n t a l  p r o t e c t i on o f  d a u g h t e r s  i n  
a m a r r i a g e  s y s t e m  which i n c r e a s i n g l y  e m p h a s i z e d  s e x u a l  
a t t r a c t i o n .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  b u n d l i n g  i n  r u r a l  New E n g la n d  
i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t h e  f o c u s  on f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  s o  a p p a r e n t  i n  u p p e r  c l a s s  
p o r t r a i t s  had i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .
T h in k  of  t h e  d i lemma  wh ich  f a c e d  p a r e n t s  e v e n  i n  t h e  
r e p r e s s i v e  P u r i t a n  w o r l d  o f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  I p s w i c h -  
They c o u l d  n o t  t u r n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  d e c i s i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  
e n t i r e l y  o v e r  t o  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  ( t h e  l e s s e n  o f  B a c h e l  
Cl en ton)  ,  n o r  c o u l d  t h e y  i g n o r e  h e r  f e e l i n g s ,  ( t h e  l e s s o n  o f  
Sarah Row),  i n  a l e s s  s u s p i c i o u s ,  more  o p t i m i s t i c  r u r a l  
wor ld ,  b u n d l i n g  m ig h t  be  a p e r f e c t  s o l u t i o n .  Once t he  
c h o i c e  o f  a mate  had b e e n  made cn p r a c t i c a l  g r o u n d s ,  t h e
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young f o l k s  would h a v e  a c h a n c e  t o  c o n s u l t  t h e i r  a f f e c t i o n  
i n  a c o n t r o l l e d  s e t t i n g .  I f  t h e r e  were  l i t t l e  p r o p e r t y  t o  
s e t t l e ,  b u n d l i n g  made e v e n  more s e n s e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
s o n g s t e r ,  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  c u s t o m  wh ich  m a t t e r e d ,  b u t  t h e  g i r l :
C a t e  Nance a n d  Sue p r o v e d  j u s t  and  t r u e ,
T ho '  b u n d l i n g  d i d  p r a c t i s e ;
But  Pu th  b e g u i l ' d  and  p r o v e d  w i t h  c h i l d ,
Who b u n d l i n g  d i d  d i s p i s e . £ 5 3 ]
Pe rhaps  K a t e ,  Nancy ,  and Sue were  l e s s  e a s i l y  " b e g u i l ' d "
b e c a u s e ,  l i k e  P a m e l a ,  t h e y  h ad  l e a r n e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  buxom
beau ty  as a form o f  c a p i t a l .  Bu t  u n l i k e  Pamela  t h e y  were
s t i l l  u n d e r  p a r e n t a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  A man who met  a maid u n d e r
the  " k i v e r s "  i n  h e r  own h o u s e  (and n o t  i n  t h e  woods o r  a
haymow) , knew he  c o u l d  be  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  b e h a v i o r .
*  *  *
An anonymous  c o u r t i n g  b a l l a d  t r a n s c r i b e d  a b o u t  1786 
d e s c r i b e d  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  i n  Eden i n  much l e s s  i d y l l i c  
t e rms  t h a n  e v e r  a p p e a r e d  i n  p u b l i c  s e r m c n s  o r  po ems ,  b u t  i t  
cam t o  t h e  same c o n c l u s i o n — t h a t  m a r r i a g e  was  o r d a i n e d  by 
God and t h a t  i t s  c h i e f  end  was t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  f l an .
Adam a t  f i r s t  was f o r m ' d  c f  d u s t .
As s c r i p t u r e  d o t h  r e c o r d ;
And d i d  r e c e i v e  a  w i f e  c a l l ' d  Eve,
From h i s  C r e a t o r  L o r d .
From Adam's  s i d e  a c r o o k e d  b r i d e ,
The Lord  was p l e a s ' d  t c  f o rm ;
O r d a i n ' d  t h a t  t h e y  i n  bed  m ig h t  l a y  
To keep e a c h  o t h e r  warm.
To c o u r t  i n d e e d  t h e y  had nc n e e d ,
She was h i s  w i f e  a t  f i r s t .
And she  was made t o  be  h i s  a i d ,
Whose o r i g i n  was d u s t .
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T h i s  new made p a i r  f u l l  ha ppy  Here,
And h a ppy  m i g h t  r e m a i n * d ,
I f  h i s  h e l p  mate  n e v e r  a t e .
The f r u i t  t h a t  wa£ r e s t r a i n ’ d.
Tho '  Adam’ s  w i f e  d e s t r o y e d  h i s  l i f e ,
I n  manner  t h a t  was a w f u l ;
Yet  m a r r i a g e  now we a l l  a l l o w  
To be b o t h  j u s t  a n d  l a w f u l . . .
S i n c e  i t  d o t h  s t a n d  e a c h  man i n  h a n d ,
To h a p p i f y  h i s  l i f e ,
I  would  a d v i s e  e a c h  t c  be w i s e .
And c h o o s e  a p r u d e n t  w i f e - [ 5 5 ]
I f  Adam’s  w i f e  d e s t r o y e d  h i s  l i f e ,  E v e ’ s  d a u g h t e r s  m ig h t
s t i l l  b r i n g  c o m f o r t  t o  t h e  s o n s  o f  men.  A good w i f e  was
i n d e e d  a c i f t  o f  God,  o r d a i n e d  t o  warm a m a n ' s  b e d ,  mend h i s
s h i r t s ,  r a i s e  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  ” h a p p i f y  h i s  l i f e . ”
when A s h l e y  Bowen l a y  down in  h i s  bunk a t  t h r e e  i n  t h e
a f t e r n o o n  a h u n d r e d  l e a g u e s  f r c n  M a r b l e h e a d ,  he  i m a g i n e d  he
saw a woman s i t t i n g  on  h i s  s e a  c h e s t .  He saw h e r  a s  c l e a r l y
a s  i f  he  had b e e n  a w a k e ;  s h e  had f i v e  m o l e s  on h e r  r i g h t
cheek and  o t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  mark s .  S e e k s  l a t e r ,  he
c a r r i e d  a f r i e n d ’ s  l e t t e r  t c  a s h o e m a k e r ' s  sh o p  i n  Andove r
and found  t h e  v e r y  woman he had  s e e n  on b o a r d  t h e  s l o o p
Ol iv e .  He d i d  n o t  knew hew t c  e x p r e s s  h i s  j o y  which  he
could  o n l y  compa re  t o  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  o f  C h r i s t ' s  m o t h e r  when
she  s a l u t e d  E l i z a b e t h  and  f e l t  t h e  Babe  l e a p  i n  h e r  womb f o r
j oy .  Knowing t h a t  P r o v i d e n c e  had l e d  him t o  h i s  b r i d e ,  he
d id  n o t  was te  any  t i m e  f i n d i n g  " f a i r  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e xam ine
her  r e a l  s o l e s  an d  m a r k s  w i th  r e a l  s w e e t  k i s s e s  o f  r e a l
s u b s t a n c e  o f  l i p s  and  b r e a s t s  and a l l  t h e  y u a l i f i c a t i o n s  a
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young woman c o u l d  be endowed w i t h  t o  make a man 
h a p p y - n [ 5 6 ]  Though D o r o t h y  Ch a d w ic k  was a l r e a d y  b e i n g  
c o u r t e d  i y  a n o t h e r  Ban,  who had  g i v e n  h e r  h i s  m o t h e r ’ s  
e a r r i n g s  and r i n g s ,  Bowen p e r s i s t e d -  S i t h i n  a y e a r  t h e y  
were m a r r i e d -  F o r  a young  s eaman  f rom M a r b l e h e a d  f i n d i n g  
t h e  w i f e  o f  h i s  d r e a m s  was p r o b a b l y  a s  much o f  Eden a s  a n y
man c o u l d  e x p e c t -  I t  was new up t c  D o r o t h y  t o  " h a p p i f y "  h i s
l i f e .
She  d id  h e r  p a r t ,  t h o u g h  f o r  he x  m a r r i a g e  d i d  n o t  p r o v e  
an  Eden-  I n  t w e l v e  y e a r s ,  s h e  ga ve  b i r t h  t o  s i x  c h i l d r e n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  one  s t u r d y  l i t t l e  boy  who managed t o  l i v e  s i x
months even  t h o u g h  he  had  b e e n  b o r n  w i t h o u t  a  p a l a t e  and
cou ld  n o t  s u c k -  I n  t h e  t h i r t e e n t h  y e a r  o f  h e r  m a r r i a g e ,  s h e  
m i s c a r r i e d  t h e i r  s e v e n t h  c h i l d ,  t h e n  grew i l l  h e r s e l f  and  
d i e d L [ 5 7 ]  P r o v i d e n c e ,  wh ich  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h e r  
s t o r y ,  a l s o  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  e n d -
\
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C h a p t e r  Seven  
T r a v a i l
Modern w r i t e r s  s o m e t i m e s  s t a t e  r a t h e r  g l i b l y  t h a t  t h e  
only d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e x e s  i s  t h a t  ucmen c a n  b e a r  
c h i l d r e n  wh i l e  men c a n n o t .  I n  t h e  p r e m o d e r n  w o r l d ,  t h i s  
s im p le  f a c t  had  e n o r m o u s  c o n s e g u e n c e s .  E e p r o d u c t i o n  was  t h e  
a x i s  o f  f e m a l e  l i f e .  A f c r t n n a t e  b r i d e  n o t  o n l y  b r o u g h t  
i n t o  m a r r i a g e  t h e  p o t s  and  s h e e p  and  k e t t l e s  p r o v i d e d  by  h e r  
f a t h e r ,  b u t  a l s o  a s e t  o f  " c h i l d b e d  l i n e n "  i n h e r i t e d  f ro m 
h e r  m o t h e r ,  a m y s t e r i o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h e a d i n g  and  a p p a r e l  
which was as  much c e r e m o n i a l  a s  p r a c t i c a l .  F o r  a p r o s p e r o u s  
woman, c h i l d b e d  l i n e n  was e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  e m b r o i d e r y  o r  
l a c e ,  l i k e  h e r  b e s t  p e t t i c o a t s  o r  p i l l o w t e r e s . [ 1 ] " I n  s o r r o w  
t ho u  s h a l t  b r i n g  f o r t h  c h i l d r e n , "  God t o l d  Eve .  The  p a i n  
was r e a l  en ough ,  b u t  s c  was t h e  j o y .  The  r i t u a l s  o f  
c h i l d b e d  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  s e p a r a t e n e s s ,  t h e  s u b j e c t i o n ,  and  
t he  m y s t e r i o u s  power  o f  womankind .
Labo r  and  d e l i v e r y  were  t h e  d e f i n i n g  e v e n t s  i n  a much 
l a r g e r  c y c l e  o f  r e p r o d u c t i c c .  As cne  a n c i e n t  m i d w i f e r y  
manual  e x p l a i n e d  i t ,  " t h e  whole  t i m e  o f  a  woman ' s  p r e g n a n c y  
may ve ry  w e l l  be t e r m e d  a k i n d  of  l a b o u r ,  f o r ,  f r om t h e  t i m e  
of  h e r  c o n c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  h e r  d e l i v e r y ,  s h e  l a b o u r s  
under  many d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  many d i s t e m p e r s ,  and  
[ i s ]  in  c o n t i n u a l  d a n g e r ,  f rom cne  c a u s e  o r  a n o t h e r . " [2  ]
2 7 ?
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Women i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d  e x t e n d e d  t h e  i ma ge  o f  t r a v a i l  i n  
t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  a s  w e l l -  I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  own 
s a c r i f i c e s  and  t o i l s ,  t h e y  we re  a s  l i k e l y  t c  m e n t i o n  n u r s i n g  
a s  b e a r i n g  t h e  i n f a n t -  The p h y s i c a l  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  
c h i l d b e a r i n g  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  w i t h  l a b o r  n o r  d i d  i t  end  a t  
d e l i v e r y .  B i r t h ,  p r e g n a n c y ,  and  l a c t a t i o n  were  t h r e e  
d i s t i n c t  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  h i s t o r y  c f  women.
* * *
G i v i n g  b i r t h  was t h e  c e n t r a l  r i t u a l  i n  t h e  co mm u n i ty  o f  
women, t h e  e v e n t  which  more t h a n  any  o t h e r  d e f i n e d  a common 
s i s t e r h o o d  and a s h a r e d  a y t h c l o g y -  H o s t  men were  no more  
e x p l i c i t  ab o u t  t h i s  a s p e c t  c f  e a r l y  A m e r i c an  l i f e  t h a n  
Zaccheus  C o l l i n s  o f  L y n n ,  who r e p o r t e d  s i m p l y  t h a t  he 
" f e t c h e d  t h e  wemen" b e f o r e  e a c h  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  was b o r n -  
But an o c c a s i o n a l  c o u r t  r e c o r d  c r  d i a r y  e n t r y  g i v e s  number s  
o r  names- D e p o s i t i o n s  i n  an  E s s e x  County  c a s e  o f  1657 
r e p o r t e d  a d o z e n  women p r e s e n t  a t  a  G l o u c e s t e r  b i r t h -  A 
hundred  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  H a t t h e w  P a t t e n  c f  B e d f o r d ,  New 
Hampsh i r e ,  r e c o r d e d  t h e  names c f  s e v e n  women g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  
middl e  c f  t h e  n i g h t  when h i s  w i f e ' s  t r a v a i l  grew " s m a r t - "  An 
e i g h t h  n e i g h b o r  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  S a r a h  S m i t h ,  t h e  
w i f e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  c f  P o r t l a n d ,  Ma i ne ,  may hav e  s e t  
t h e  r e c o r d  f o r  n e i g h b o r l y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  b i r t h -  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  f a m i l y  t r a d i t i o n ,  a l l  o f  t h e  m a r r i e d  women l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
t i n y  s e t t l e m e n t  on  F a l m o u t h  Neck i n  J u n e  o f  1731 we re
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p r e s e n t  when s h e  g a v e  b i r t h  t c  h e r  s e c o n d  s o n . [ 3 ]
I t  would be  h e l p f u l  t o  know t h e  r u l e s  wh ich  g o v e r n e d  
t h e s e  a s s e m b l i e s -  He re  t h e r e  p a r t i c u l a r  t a s k s  a s s i g n e d  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  c o n s a n g u i n i t y  c r  s t a t u s ?  Sh e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  m o t h e r  i n  d e l i v e r y  p o s t i o n ?  Hho c h a n g e d  t h e  
l i n e n ?  Did t h e  m i d w i f e ,  t h e  n u r s e ,  o r  t h e  g r a n d m o t h e r  
r e c e i v e  and wash t h e  c h i l d ?  I n  t h i s  s a s e - s e x  e n v i r o n m e n t  
were t h e r e  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  p r e s e r v e  m o d e s t y ?  C ou ld  newlywed 
women o r  u n m a r r i e d  g i r l s  o b s e r v e  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o c e s s  o f  b i r t h  
b e f o r e  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t  t h e n s e l v e s ?  Tc such  q u e s t i o n s  
t h e  r e c o r d s  a r e  s i l e n t ,  c h i l d b i r t h  i n  e a r l y  Amer i ca  was 
a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  women,  w h i c h  i s  a n o t h e r  
way o f  s a y i n g  t h a t  i t s  i n t e r i o r  h i s t o r y  ha s  been  l o s t .  Ye t  
i n  male d i a r i e s  and  i n  c c u r t  d e p o s t i e n s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
t h e r e  a r e  s h a r d s  o f  e v i d e n c e  which  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a l l o w  t h e  
h i s t o r i a n  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  s i l e n c e  and  t o  make c o n n e c t i o n s  
w i th  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  v c t e u  i n  o t h e r  c e n t u r i e s  and  w i th  t h e  
r agbag  o f  F n g l i s h  f o l k  p r a c t i c e  p r e s e r v e d  i n  m e d i c a l  a d v i c e  
books o f  t he  p e r i o d .
In t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  and t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  c h i l d b i r t h  
i n  America  became a p r i v a t e  o r d e a l  u n d e rg o n e  i n  t h e  
a n t i s e p t i c  s a n c t i t y  o f  a h o s p i t a l ,  f a r  f rom t h e  e y e s  and  
e a r s  o f  h u s b a n d s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  f r i e n d s ,  an d  n e i g h b o r s -  The 
m o t h e r ' s  s a f e t y — and  p r e s u m a b l y  h e r  d i g n i t y — were i n s u r e d  by 
t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n o n y m i t y  o f  t h e  a t t e n d a n t s .  I n  t h e  p a s t
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twenty  y e a r s  t h i s  m e d i c a l  s a n c t u a r y  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  b e e n  
unde rmined -  H u s b a n d s  h a v e  moved f ro m t h e  p e r i p h e r y  i n t o  t h e  
l a b o r  room a n d  f i n a l l y  i n t o  t h e  d e l i v e r y  room i t s e l f -  Very 
r e c e n t l y  o b s t e t r i c i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s  have  cense u n d e r  a t t a c k .
The home b r i t h  movement  n o t  o n l y  we l comes  l a y  m id w iv e s  b u t  
some t imes  c h i l d r e n ,  f r i e n d s ,  and n e i g h b o r s  a s  w e l l ,  making  
b i r t h  t h e  s e m i - p u b l i c  e v e n t  which  i t  was i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
w o r l d . [ 4 ]  But  t h e r e  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e .  I n  t h e  
p a s t ,  t h e  b a d g e  o f  e n t r y  l a s  s e x -  M o t h e r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
h u s b a n d s ,  f e m a l e  f r i e n d s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p h y s i c i a n s ,  m i n i s t e r s '  
wives  r a t h e r  t h a n  m i n i s t e r s  c o a c h e d  and a s s i s t e d  a woman i n  
b i r t h .  a s h a r e d  g e n d e r  i d e n t i t y  s h a p e d  e a c h  d e t a i l  of  t h e  
drama o f  d e l i v e r y .
F o r  many women t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  l a b o r  p r o b a b l y  t o o k  
on s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c f  a p a r t y -  One of  t h e  
m o t h e r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t e s  was t c  p r o v i d e  r e f r e s h m e n t s  f o r  h e r  
a t t e n d a n t s -  The v e r y  names  " g r o a n i n g  b e e r "  and " g r o a n i n g  
calces" s u g g e s t  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  some o f  t h i s  f o o d  was consumed 
d u r i n g  l a b o r  i t s e l f .  M i d w i f e r y  m a n u a l s  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  
mother  t o  e a t  l i g h t  b u t  n o u r i s h i n g  f o o d s — b r o t h ,  poa ched  
eggs ,  o r  t o a s t e d  b r e a d  i n  w in e — d u r i n g  l a b o r  and i m m e d i a t e l y  
a f t e r  b i r t h .  They t o l d  h e r  t o  walk a b o u t  r a t h e r  t h a n  l i e  
down a t  t h i s  s t a g e - [ 5 ]
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To r e l i e v e  d i s c o m f o r t /  t h e  women u s e d  h e r b s  g a t h e r e d  
e a r l i e r  f rom t h e  f i e l d  and  g a r d e n -  Most  f a m i l i e s  had  a 
supp ly  o f  m e d i c i n i a l  and  c u l i n a r y  h e r b s ;  h u s b a n d s  a s  w e l l  a s  
wives m i g h t  be  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n -  When N i c h o l a s  
Gi lman o f  E x e t e r ,  New H a m p s h i r e ,  went  i n t o  t h e  woods t o  
g a t h e r  b e to n y  i n  Hay c f  1740 ,  he was c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  
u n c o n s c i o u s l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  a n  E n g l i s h  
m idwi f e ry  manual  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  which  
recommended p i c k i n g  t h e  p l a n t  " i n  i t s  p r i m e ,  wh i ch  i s  i n  
S a y . ” Mary Gi lman may ha ve  p r o c e s s e d  t h e  h e r b  which h e r  
husband g a t h e r e d ,  c r u s h i n g  i t ,  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  j u i c e ,  t h e n  
making i t  i n t o  a s y r u p  w i th  d o u b l e  i t s  w e i g h t  o f  s u g a r -  
when s h e  went  i n t o  l a b o r  f o u r  months  l a t e r ,  s he  was 
p r e p a r e d - [ 6 ]
Bemed ie s  came f rom t h e  b a r n y a r d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f o r e s t .  
When C o t t o n  M a t h e r ’ s  w i f e  was s u f f e r i n g  i n  h e r  l a s t  i l l n e s s ,  
s h e  dreamed t h a t  a " g r a v e  p e r s o n "  a p p e a r e d  t o  h e r  a nd  t o l d  
h e r  t h a t  t he  p a i n  i n  h e r  b r e a s t  c o u l d  be  r e l i e v e d  by c u t t i n g  
" t h e  warm Wool f rom a l i v i n g  S h e e p "  and  a p p l y i n g  i t  "warm 
unto t h e  g r i e v e d  P a i n - "  s h e  c o n f i d e d  t h e  m y s t i c a l  r emedy  t o  
h e r  p h y s i c i a n ,  who e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  t r y  i t . [ 7 ]  The 
remedy,  which  s o  amazed  M i s t r e s s  M a t h e r ’ s  h u s b a n d  was 
a c t u a l l y  an a n c i e n t  d e v i c e  f c r  r e l i e v i n g  l a b o r  p a i n - [ 8 ]  I t  
had p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  i n  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  l ong  b e f o r e  i t  
appea red  e i t h e r  i n  an  E n g l i s h  m e d i c a l  t r e a t i s e  o f  t h e
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s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  o r  i s  Mrs® M a t h e r ’ s  d r e a m .  She had  
pe rh a p s  h e a r d  i t  t a l k e d  a b o u t ,  i f  n o t  s e e n  i t  u s e d ,  a t  a 
l ong s i n c e  f o r g o t t e n  b i r t h .
T h e r e  i s  s y m b o l i c  f i t n e s s  i n  t h e  use  o f  new l a i d  e g g s .  
They were n o t  o n l y  s e r v e d  t o  t h e  n e t h e r  a s  f o o d  b u t  soon  
a f t e r  b i r t h  were a p p l i e d  e x t e r n a l l y ,  f i r s t  h a v i n g  been  
s t i r r e d  o v e r  h o t  e m b e r s  i n  an e a r t h e r n  p i p k i n ,  t h e n  
p l a s t e r e d  on a d r e s s i n g „ [ S ]  Mos t  o f  t h e  m i d w i f e ’ s  s u p p l i e s  
were p r o b a b l y  a s  o r d i n a r y .  Ha t t h ew  P a t t e n  p u r c h a s e d  o r  
bor rowed b u t t e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e f o r e  e a c h  o f  h i s  w i f e ’s  
d e l i v e r i e s .  T h i s  may hav e  b e e n  c o i r c i d e n t i a l ,  b u t  p r o b a b l y  
was n o t .  F r e s h  b u t t e r ,  w i t h  l e s s  s a v o r y  e m o l l i e n t s  l i k e  
hog ’s  g r e a s e ,  was u sed  t o  l u b r i c a t e  t h e  m i d w i f e ’ s  h a n d s  and  
t o  a n o i n t  t h e  v a g i n a  and  p e r i n e u m  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  s t r e t c h i n g  
du r i n g  l a b o r . [ 1 0 ]  F o r  t h e  p a r t u r i e n t  woman t h e r e  was c o m f o r t  
as w e l l  a s  r e a s s u r a n c e  i n  f a m i l i a r  t h i n g s .
But  an e v e n  more  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  a i d  came f rom t h e  
a t t e n d a n t s  t h e m s e l v e s .  E e c e n t  s t u d i e s  c f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  of  
b i r t h  hav e  shown t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  c f  e m o t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  
d u r i n g  l a b o r .  An i n f o r m e d  and e m p a t h e t i c  c o a c h  i s  an 
e f f e c t i v e  a n a l g e s i c  i n  h e l p i n g  a woman s u r m o u n t  f e a r  and  
p a i n . [ 1 1 ]  i n  d e l i v e r y ,  t h e r e  was p h y s i c a l  a s  v e x l  a s  
e m o t i o n a l  i n t i m a c y  among t h e  women. A m c t h e r  m ig h t  g i v e  
b i r t h  h e l d  i n  a n o t h e r  woman’ s  l a p  o r  l e a n i n g  a g a i n s t  h e r  
a t t e n d a n t s  a s  s h e  s g u a t t e d  on t h e  l ow,  c p en  s e a t e d
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" m i d w i v e ' s  s t o o l - " [ 1 2 ]  I n  c a s e s  o f  e x t r e m e  d i f f i c u l t y ,  a 
d r aug h t  o f  a n o t h e r  m o t h e r * s  m i l k  Has c o n s i d e r e d  a  s u r e  
remedy- £ 13]  The p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  room o f  a l a c t a t i n g  women 
was u s e f u l  f o r  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  a s  w e l l .  & f r i e n d  o r  n e i g h b o r  
was p r o b a b l y  t h e  fcaby*s f i r s t  n c r s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  own 
milk ( o r  c o l o s t r u m )  was  p r e sumed  i m p u r e  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  due 
t o  t he  " c c m m o t i o n s ” o f  b i r t h . £ 1h]
B e c a u s e  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  women would  w a t c h  t h e  c h i l d  grow 
t o  m a t u r i t y ,  t h e y  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  a k i n d  o f  i n s u r a n c e  t h a t  
n o t h i n g  would go  wrong i n  d e l i v e r y  t h a t  m i g h t  r e s u l t  i n  
t r o u b l e  a f t e r .  I f  i t  d i d  t h e y  would  be  a r o u n d  t o  t e s t i f y .
A whole  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n s  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  h a n d l i n g  
o f  t he  u m b i l i c a l  c o r d -  I t  mus t  n o t  t o u c h  t h e  f l o o r  l e s t  t h e
c h i l d  grow up u n a b l e  t o  h o l d  w a t e r -  I t  mus t  n o t  be  c u t  t o o
s h o r t  f o r  a boy ,  l e s t  he p r o v e  " i n s u f f i c i e n t  i n  e n c o u n t e r s  
wi th  V e n u s , ” n o r  t o o  l o n g  f o r  a g i r l ,  l e s t  s h e  become 
imm ode s t . [  15 ] D e l i v e r y  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a s u c c e s s i o n  of  
g e n d e r - i n f u s e d  r i t u a l s .
C h i l d b e a r i n g  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  and  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d  was s i m i l a r  i n  some ways t o  t h e
c o m m u n i t y - c e n t e r e d  home b i r t h  c f  t o d a y .  E u t  i t  was a l s o
s t r i k i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t .  T h i s  was a p p a r e n t  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  
e x c l u s i o n  of  m a l e s  a n d  i n  t h e  i n t i m a c y  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  
wor ld ,  b u t  i n  t h e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  s u f f e r i n g .  " N a t u r a l ” 
b i r t h  i n  t h e  p r e m o d e r n  w c r l d  was p r e s um ed  t o  be  b o t h  p a i n f u l
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and d a n g e r o u s — a s  God i n t e n d e d . [16  ] I t  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t  m a t t e r  
t h a t  d e m o g r a p h i c  s t u d i e s  f o r  n e s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
show no s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t r i t i o n  f o r  women d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  
c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  p i o u s  women l i k e  Anne E r a d s t r e e t  o f  Andove r  o r  
Sa rah  Goodhue o f  I p s w i c h  w r o t e  s p i r i t u a l  t e s t a m e n t s  a s  t h e y  
f aced  c h i l d b i r t h  j u s t  a s  men o f  t h e  same c l a s s  a nd  t i m e  
s i g n e d  w i l l s  b e f o r e  e m b a r k i n g  cn a l e n g  s e a  j o u r n e y  o r  
m i l i t a r y  e x p e d i t i o n . [ 17 ]
A m a n u s c r i p t  r e c o r d  k e p t  by J o h n  C o t t o n  o f  Hampton,  New 
Hampshi re  and  p a s s e d  cn t c  h i s  s o n - i n - l a w ,  H a t h a n i e l  G o o k i n ,  
shows t h i s  t heme  i n  two g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  Anne B r a d s t r e e t ' s  
d e s c e n d a n t s -  Anne Lake  C o t t o n  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  n i n e  c h i l d r e n  
i n  t he  t w e n ty  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1687 and  J a n u a r y  1707.  
Al though  s h e  l o s t  h e r  f i r s t  baby  two mo n ths  b e f o r e  t h e  b i r t h  
o f  h e r  s e c o n d ,  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  s u r v i v e d  i n f a n c y -  
Then i n  q u i c k  s u c c e s s i o n  s h e  l o s t  t h r e e  b a b i e s  a t  o r  s o o n  
a f t e r  d e l i v e r y .  The f i r s t  c f  t h e s e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  was b o r n  
on T u e s d a y ,  and  d i e d  on S a t u r d a y  b e f o r e  h i s  e x p e c t e d  
c h r i s t e n i n g  on S u n d a y .  "The name d e s i g n ' d  was S a m u e l , ” h i s  
f a t h e r  w r o t e ,  " i n  r e m e a h r a n c e  c f  G cd s  h e a r i n g  p r a y e r s  f o r  
h i s  m o th e r ,  who was w o n d e r f u l l y  d e l i v e r e d  o f  him a f t e r  11 
c o n v u l s i o n  f i t s -  .  - G c d  g r a n t  h i s  Mercy h e r e i n  may n e v e r  be 
f o r g o t t e n ,  t h o  Samue l  be gene  t o  t h e  l a n d  o f  
Forge t f  u l l n e s s !  »[ 18 ]
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Mrs- C o t t o n  u a s  a p p a r e n t l y  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  e c l a m p s i a ,  a 
s e v e r e  f o rm o f  t o x e m i a  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d a n g e r o u s  e l e v a t i o n  
o f  h lood  p r e s s u r e -  H i t h  modern p r e n a t a l  c a r e ,  t h i s  
c o n d i t i o n  s e l d o m  d e v e l o p s  t c  t h e  s t a t e  c f  c o n v u l s i o n s  t o d a y ,  
b u t  s h o u l d  i t  do  s o ,  t h e  d a n g e r  i s  e x t r e m e -  A l t h o u g h  
mo the r s  have  b e e n  know t o  r e c o v e r  a f t e r  a s  many a s  200 
" f i t s , "  t h e  p r o g n o s i s  f c r  t h e  i n f a n t  i s  g r i m -  Even i n  
r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  t i m e s ,  p e r i n a t a l  m o r t a l i t y  h a s  b e e n  a s  
h igh  a s  f o r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t - [ 19]  L i t t l e  S a m u e l ' s  d e a t h  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g -
Such an e v e n t  mus t  h a v e  be en  t r a u m a t i c ,  n o t  o n l y  f o r  
t h e  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i l y -  D o r o t h y ,  t h e  o l d e s t  
C o t t o n  d a u g h t e r ,  was t e n  y e a r s  o l d  when t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  
doomed s i b l i n g s  was b o r n -  When t h e  l a s t  d e a d  f e t u s  was 
b u r i e d  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  b e h i n d  t h e  h o u s e ,  she  was t h i r t e e n -  
J u s t  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r  s h e  m a r r i e d  N a t h a n i e l  G oo k in  and  
w i t h i n  n i c e  m on ths  was d e l i v e r e d  o f  h e r  own f i r s t  so n -  By 
any s t a t i s t i c a l  s t a n d a r d  h e r  c h i l d b e a r i n g  r e c o r d  was 
r e m a r k a b l e *  I n  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e a r s ,  she  gav e  b i r t h  t o  
t h i r t e e n  c h i l d r e n ,  l o s i n g  c n l y  cne  p r e m a t u r e  b a by  a t  b i r t h -  
But she  must  ha ve  c a r r i e d  i n t o  h e r  c h i l d t e a r i n g  y e a r s  t h e  
memory o f  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  s u f f e r i n g -  Ten c f  t h e  t w e l v e  e n t r i e s  
i n  he r  h u s b a n d s ' s  h a n d w r i t i n g  r e c o r d  some v a r i a n t  o f  t h e  
p r o v e r b i a l  " l o n g  and  d a n g e r o u s  t r a v a i l - "
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f a n i l y  r e c o r d ,  D o r o t h y  Gook i n  
e x p e r i e n c e d  " e x c e e d i n g  h a r d  S D a n g e r o u s  T r a v a i l , "  " v e r y  l o n g  
T r a v a i l , "  " v e r y  s h a r p  J t ho*  n o t  l o n g )  T r a v a i l , "  " h a r d  
T r a v a i l , "  " v e r y  h a r d  T r a v a i l , "  and  " v e r y  h a r d  7 d a n g e r o u s  
t r a v a i l . "  Wi th  h e r  n i n t h  c h i l d ,  s h e  " f e l l  i n  T r a v a i l  a nd  was 
under  v e r y  D a n g e r o u s  C i r c u m s t a n c e s  But  i t  p l e a s e d  God [ i n ]  
h i s  G r e a t  Mercy t o  S p a r e  h e r . " D e s p i t e  t h e s e  r e c u r r e n t  
c r i s e s ,  s h e  o u t l i v e d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  whc d i e d  t h e  v e r y  month 
t h e i r  l a s t  c h i l d  was b o r n .  The t h i r t e e n t h  e n t r y  i s  i n  t h e  
h a n d w r i t i n g  of  t h e i r  o l d e s t  s o n :  " S a t u r d a y  Aug.  10 1734 
between 9 S 10 i n  t h e  Morning  a f t e r  a l o n g  S d a n g e r o u s  
t r a v a i l  My M o t h e r  was d e l i v e r e d  o f  a s o n . " [ 2 0 ]
In h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  " t r a v a i l "  i s  
a l m o s t  a l w a y s  a  s u b j e c t i v e  i m p r e s s i o n  r e p o r t e d  by women and  
r e c o r d e d  ty men. C h i l d b i r t h  was n e t  o n l y  a n  emblem of  t h e  
s u f f e r i n g  o f  Eve— i t  was a moment o f  su p r e m e  d r a m a .  One 
need n o t  d i m i n i s h  i n  a ny  way t h e  a c t u a l  s u f f e r i n g  o f  some 
women t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  t h e  e x p e c t e d  p a i n  an d  t r i a l  were 
a l s o  a s o u r c e  o f  a t t e n t i o n  and  s y m p a t h y -  I n  t h e  drama o f  
c h i l d b i r t h ,  h u s b a n d s  were  t w i c e  r em o ve d  f rom t h e  s c e n e .
T he i r  s e x  e x c l u d e d  them n e t  c n l y  f r c m  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
b u t  i n  a ve ry  r e a l  s e n s e  f rom a c t i v e  s u p p o r t -  I n  t h e  e a r l y  
s t a g e s ,  t h e y  r a n  e r r a n d s ,  summoning t h e  m i d w i f e  and  g e t t i n g  
s u p p l i e s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  h e i g h t  c f  t h e  c r i s i s  t h e i r  o n l y  r e a l  
c a l l i n g  was t o  w a i t .  T h i s  i s  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  d i a r y  o f
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N ic ho l a s  Gi lman o f  E x e t e r ,  New H a m p s h i r e ,  who r e c o r d e d  t h e  
e v e n t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  b i r t h  o f  h i s  f i f t h  c h i l d  i n  S e p t e m b e r  
o f  1740.
A f t e r  t h e  Women had  t e e n  Seme t i n e  a s s e m b l e d  I  went  
o u t  t o  g e t  a  l i t t l e  E r i o n y  Wate r  -  Upon My r e t u r n  
My Wives  m o th e r  came t o  me w i t h  t e a r s  i n  h e r  E y e s ,
0 ,  s a y s  s h e ,  I  d o n t  know how i t  w i l l  f a r e  w i t h  y o u r  
po o r  w i f e ,  h i n t i n g  w i t h a l  h e r  e x t r e m e  d a n g e r . [ 2 1 ]
Not  o n l y  t h e  b i r t h  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  h u s b a n d ' s  ve ry
a w a r e n e s s  of  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  b i r t h ,  were  c o n t r o l l e d  by
t h e  women i n  t h e  d e l i v e r y  room.  The  d i a r y  o f  Ma t thew
P a t t e n ,  a f a r m e r  o f  B e d f o r d ,  New H a m p s h i r e ,  i s  much more
m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  t h a n  G i l m a n ' s ,  y e t  e ve n  h i s  l a c o n i c  e n t r i e s
r e v e a l  a s i m i l a r  management  o f  e v e n t s -  "My wi f e  was
D e l i v e r e d  S a f e  o f  a D a u g h t e r  p r e c i s e l y  a t  12 c C l o c k  a t  noon
a f t e r  a b u n d a n c e  o f  h a r d  L a b o r  and a g r e a t  d e a l  o f
D i s c o u r a g e m e n t  an d  f e a r  o f  E e f i c u l a t y , " he  w r o t e ,  a d d i n g ,
"My Wife  and t h e  Women were  a l l  a g r e a t  D e a l
Di scour  a g e d - »'[ 22 ] M o m e n t a r i l y  a t  l e a s t ,  c h i l d b i r t h  r e v e r s e d
t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s e x e s ,  t h r u s t i n g  women i n t o  c e n t e r
s t a g e ,  c a s t i n g  men i n  s u p p o r t i n g  r o l e s -
C h r i s t  had l i k e n e d  h i s  own d e a t h  a n d  r e s u r r e c t i o n  t o
t h e  s o r r o w  and  d e l i v e r a n c e  o f  a women whose  " t i m e  had
come-l,[ 2 3 ]  T r a v a i l ,  t h e  c u r s e  v i s t e d  by  God upon t h e
d a u g h t e r s  o f  Eve,  was n e t  c n l y  an emblem o f  w e a k n e s s  and  s i n
b u t  a means o f  r e d e m p t i o n -  J o y  p e r m e a t e d  t h e  b i r t h  r e c o r d
of  Mary C l e a v e l a n d  o f  C he b ac co  P a r i s h  i n  I p s w i c h ,  who
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r e c o r d e d  t h e  b i r t h s  o f  e a c h  c h i l d  i n  h e r  own s h a k y  and  
unformed ha nd .  " t h e  l o r d  a p e a r d  f o r  me and  maid  me t h e  
l i v e i n g  m c t h e r  o f  a n o t h e r  l i v e i n g  C h i l d , " s h e  w r o t e  i n  
October  o f  1751-  f o r  h e r  t h e  e n t r y  was f o r m u l a i c -  A f t e r  
t h e  b i r t h  o f  h e r  s e v e n t h  c h i l d ,  s h e  w r o t e  "The  Lord  was 
b e t t e r  t o  me t h a n  my f e a r s . " [ 2 4 ]  So he  mus t  h a v e  b e en  t o  
more t h a n  one woman i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d .  B o l s t e r e d  by 
s c r i p t u r e s  and s u s t a i n e d  by t h e i r  s i s t e r s ,  t h e y  l a b o r e d  and  
ove rcame .
I n  no o t h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  p r e m o d e r n  w o r l d  were 
women s o  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  c o n t r o l  o r  s c  f i r m l y  b o n d e d -  Bu t  i t  
would be  a m i s t a k e  t o  s e e  e a r l y  A m e r i c a n  c h i l d b i r t h  a s  
e n t i r e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  ma le  a u t h o r i t y .  Two men— t h e  
m i n i s t e r  and t h e  p h y s i c i a n — were  a t  l e a s t  p o t e n t i a l  
i n t r u d e r s  i n t o  t h i s  f e m a l e  m i l i e u -  By t h e  end  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  m e d i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  c h i l d b i r t h  would 
be common i n  c i t i e s ,  f o r e t e l l i n g  t h e  " m o d e r n i z a t i o n "  wh ich  
would e v e n t u a l l y  b a n i s h  t h e  m i d w i f e .  B e f o r e  1750,  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  women was s e c u r e ,  t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  t e l l i n g  
g l i m p s e s  o f  wha t  would  c c s e  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  two 
n o r t h e r n  Kew E n g la n d  m i n i s t e r s ,  men who co m b in ed  s c i e n t i f i c  
and r e l i g i o u s  a u t h o r i t y .
The most  d r a m a t i c  e x am p le  o f  m i n i s t e r i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  
c h i l d b i r t h  comes  f r om  t h e  p e r i o d  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  A n t i n o o i a n  
c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I n  t h e  1 6 40 *s ,  when t h e  two
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c h i e f  f e m a l e  d i s s e n t e r s  i n  t h e  c o l o n y ,  Anne H u t c h i n s o n  and  
Mary Dyer  b o t h  gav e  b i r t h  t c  " n c n s t e r s , "  m i n i s t e r s  and 
p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  q u i c k  t c  s e e  t h e  j u d g i n g  hand  o f  God- 
L i t t l e  wonder  t h a t  a s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  c u r i o u s  m i n i s t e r  l i k e  
John F i s k e  o f  Wenham wou ld  want  t o  e x am in e  a n  " u n n a t u r a l  
b i r t h "  r e p o r t e d  t o  h im-  I n  1647 ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h r e e  
women, he p e r f o r m e d  a p a r t i a l  a u t o p s y  on  t h e  body o f  a  
s t i l l b o r n  i n f a n t ,  a p r o c e s s  wh ich  he  c a r e f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
h i s  j o u r n a l ,  d e t a i l i n g  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  s k u l l  and  t h e  
e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  " b r a i n s ,  f i b r e s ,  and b l o o d » n[ 2 5 ]  He 
dec ided  t h a t  t h e  f e t u s  was b a s i c a l l y  n o r m a l  b u t  had  b e e n  
damaged i n  b i r t h .  What had b r o u g h t  him t c  t h i s  home? The 
f e a r s  o f  t h e  m o th e r ?  The s u s p i c i o n s  o f  t h e  a t t e n d i n g  women? 
Or s i m p l y  n e i g h b o r h o o d  g o s s i p ?  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  
h i s  v i s i t  i s  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  he 
c a r r i e d -  L e a r n i n g — t h e  f c r o a l  t o o k  l e a r n i n g  which was 
den i ed  t o  women— b r o u g h t  h im t o  t h e  home o f  t h e  m o t h e r -  H i s  
r o l e  h e r e  was n o t  t o  o f f i c i a t e  a t  a b i r t h  b u t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  
i t .
Hugh Adams,  p h y s i c i a n  a n d  m i n i s t e r  i n  Durham,  New 
Hampshi re  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  went  f u r t h e r .  
Adams, an e c c e n t r i c  who was e v e n t u a l l y  o u s t e d  f r o m  h i s  
p a r i s h ,  wro t e  a s e l f - s e r v i n g  memoi r  a f t e r  h i s  d i s m i s s a l ,  i n  
which he  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  a s s i s t e d  a t  t h e  b i r t h  o f  Mary 
G l i t t e n ' s  f i r s t  c h i l d  i n  December  o f  1724- A c c o r d i n g  t o
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Adam's a c c o u n t ,  t h e  woman ha d  h e en  i n  l a b o r  t h r e e  and  
o n e - h a l f  days  when t h e  m i d w i f e ,  Madame H i l t o n ,  summoned h im -  
He r o d e  t h e  s e v e n  m i l e s  t c  E x e t e r ,  c a r r y i n g  b o t h  m e d i c i n e  
and t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  C h r i s t -  He b e g a n  w i t h  a p r a y e r ,  
p l e a d i n g  t h e  p r o m i s e  o f  I  T i m o t h y  " t h a t  t h e  woman s h a l l  be  
s a ved  i n  c h i l d  t e a r i n g - "  He t h e n  gav e  h e r  "seme  of  t h e  mo s t  
s t r o n g  H y s t e r i c k  m e d i c i n e s  t o  r e c a l l  a n d  g u i c k e n  h e r  l a b o u r  
p a i n s ;  and  D i l a t e d  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  n a t u r e  w i t h  Unguentum 
A p e r i t i v u m  m e i p s u m . " T h a t  f a i l i n g ,  h e  c r i e d  u n t o  C h r i s t  and  
t h e n  " p r o c e e d e d  by manua l  o p e r a t i o n "  t c  "move t h e  Babe i n t o  
a c a p a b l e  p o s t u r e - "  H i t h i n  a m i n u t e  i t  was b o r n -  H a v i n g  
f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  c h i l d ' s  f i r s t  b i r t h ,  Adams t h e n  o f f i c i a t e d  
a t  i t s  s e c o n d ,  b a p t i z i n g  i t  w i t h  t h e  name o f  B e n j a m i n . [ 2 6 ]
I t  i s  l u d i c r o u s  t o  t h i n k  c f  t h e  E e v e r e n d  Mr- Adams,  
whose o b s t e t r i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  r e a d i n g  a few 
E n g l i sh  t r e a t i s e s ,  w a l k i r g  i n t o  t h e  m i d w i f e ' s  h o u s e  i n  
Exe t e r  and w o r k i n g  a m e d i c a l  m i r a c l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  one which  
i n v o l v e d  complex  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  f e t u s ,  a p r o c e d u r e  
h a r d l y  m a s t e r e d  w i t h o u t  p r a c t i c e -  T h e r e  i s  no way o f  
knowing e x a c t l y  w h a t  h a p p e n e d ,  t u t  i t  i s  c l e a r  f r o m  the  
m i n i s t e r ' s  own a c c o u n t  t i a t  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  on 
b e h a l f  on Mrs-  G l i t t e n  one  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  " r e m a r k a b l e  
p r o v i d e n c e s "  d e s c r i b e d  i n  h i s  memoi r .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  
c a l l i n g  down t h e  v e n g e a n c e  c f  t h e  Lord upon t h e  J e s u i t  
m i s s i o n a r y ,  F a t h e r  H a l e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o t e c t i n g  h i s  own s o n s '
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l i v e s  i n  b a t t l e  by  t h e  r i t u a l  b l o w i n g  o f  a n i m a l  h o r n s .
Adams b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m e l o d i o u s  p sa lm  s i n g i n g  (an 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  i n n o v a t i o n  o p p o s e d  by c o n s e r v a t i v e s )  was 
a d i r e c t  c a u s e  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  Sew H a m p s h i r e  t r o o p s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  I n d i a n s l [ 2 7 ]  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  know w h e t h e r  h i s  
mind s e t  was t h a t  o f  an e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  man o f  s c i e n c e  o r  
a s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  w i z a r d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  own a c c o u n t ,  
Adams d e l i v e r e d  one  o t h e r  bab y -  A l t h o u g h  t h e  m o th e r  
s u r v i v e d ,  t h e  c h i l d  d i d  n e t .  [ 2 8 ]
Two d e l i v e r i e s  h a r d l y  c c n s i t u t e  a n  o b s t e t r i c a l  
p r a c t i c e ,  and  we m i g h t  d i s m i s s  Adams'  s t o r y  i f  i t  we re  n o t  
so i n s t r u c t i v e .  H i s  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  c a s e  c f  Mary G l i t t e n  can  
p r o b a b l y  t e  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  o f  E n g l i s h  m e d i c a l  
t r e a t i s e s ,  h i s  own a u t h o r i t y  a s  a man o f  God,  a r e m a r k a b l y  
i n f l a t e d  e g c ,  and  l u c k .  Eu t  i t  i s  a l s o  a r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  
power o f  t h e  " l e a r n e d  man" i n  t h i s  s c c i e t y .  I n  a  moment o f  
ex t r e me  p e r i l ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  midw i f e  
gave way t o  t h e  b o o k l e a r n i n g  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a u r a  o f  t h e  
m i n i s t e r - p h y s i c a n .
I n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  c f  o b s t e t r i c s  i n  n o r t h e r n  New 
Eng land ,  Hugh Adams o f  Durham s t a n d s  midway b e t w e e n  a 
s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  c u r i o u s  m i n i s t e r  l i k e  J o h n  F i s k e  and  a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p h y s i c i a n  l i k e  Edward A u g u s t u s  Ho lyok e  of  
Salem,  whc by  1755 was r e g u l a r l y  c o n s u l t i n g  i n  c a s e s  o f  
"ha rd  l a b o r . " [ 2 9 ]  I n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  E n g l i s h  men o f
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m e d i c i n e  had become i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m i d w i f e r y .  
Hugh Adams a n d  Madame H i l t o n  were o b v i o u s l y  a w a r e  o f  t h i s  
t r a d i t i o n .  Though s o  ae n i d w i v e s  s t r e n u o u s l y  r e s i s t e d  male  
i n t r u s i o n ,  o t h e r s  c o n s u l t e d  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y  o r  
summoned a s u r g e o n  t o  d i s m e m b e r  a d e a d  f e t u s  which  c o u l d  n o t  
be e x p e l l e d  n a t u r a l l y -  Bu t  t h e  r e s u l t s  were  o f t e n  g r i m .  To 
he " d e l i v e r e d  by a p h y s i c i a n "  f r e g u e n t l y  mean t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
t he  m o th e r  o r  c h i l d  o r  b o t h - £ 3 0 ]
The r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  f o r c e p s  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  gav e  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  a t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
a d v a n t a g e  he had  n o t  h a d  b e f o r e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  f o r c e p s  
were o n l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  u se  on  d e a d  i n f a n t s ,  l a t e r  v e r s i o n s  
cou ld  be u sed  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  l i v e  d e l i v e r i e s .  By 1800 
"male s c i e n c e "  had  d i v e r g e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  f r om  " f e m a l e  
t r a d i t i o n "  and  m i d w i f e r y  was u n d e r  s t r e n u o u s  a t t a c f c . £ 3 1 ] But  
t he  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  a i d  w iv es  c a n n o t  be  a t t r i b u t e d  s o l e l y  t o  
t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o b s t e t r i c a l  s c i e n c e -  I t  was a l s o  a 
c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  u n d e r m i n i n g  c f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s  and  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r i v a t i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y . [ 3 2 ]  Mi dw iv es  we re  " e x p e r i e n c e d , "  w h e r e a s  p h y s i c i a n s  
were  " l e a r n e d . "  B e c a u s e  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  m i d w i v e Bs  e x p e r i e n c e  
was s h a r e d  by a l l  women, t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  was communal  a s  
we l l  a s  p e r s o n a l .  I n  a t t a c h i n g  t h e  m id w iv e s ,  
n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  p h y s i c i a n s  were  a t t a c h i n g  a s y s t e m  more  
t h a n  a p r o f e s s i o n .  The v e r y  i n t e n s i t y  c f  t h e i r  d i s d a i n  f o r
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" o l d  wive *s t a l e s * '  s u g g e s t s  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
women e v e n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  c f  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e - £ 3 3 ]
The d i a r y  o f  Mary ' H o l y o k e ,  whose  i n d u s t r i o u s  
h o u se k e e p i n g  we s u r v e y e d  i n  c h a p t e r  f o u r ,  g i v e s  some 
g l i m p s e s  o f  c h i l d h e a r i n g  c u s t o m s  i n  A u g u s t u s  H o l y o k e ’s  own 
f a m i ly -  H o l y o k e ’ s  l o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  o b s t e t r i c s  may h a v e  b e e n  
s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e  d e a t h  c f  h i s  f i r s t  w i f e  i n  c h i l d b e d -  . The 
r e c u r r i n g  t r a u m a  o f  h i s  s e c o n d  m a r r i a g e  was n e t  " h a r d  
l a b o r , "  h ow e v e r ,  b u t  i n f a n t  d e a t h -  Mary H o l yo ke  ga v e  b i r t h  
to  twe lve  c h i l d r e n  i n  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s ,  o n l y  f o u r  o f  whom 
s u r v i v e d  i n f a n c y -  Her  f i r s t  l i t t l e  P o l l y  l i v e d  f o u r  y e a r s ,  
he r  s e c o n d  t e n  m o n t h s ,  and  h e r  t h i r d ,  c h r i s t e n e d  f o r  h e r  
o l d e r  s i s t e r s  on t h e  f i f t h  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1767 d i e d  f o u r  d a y s  
l a t e r -  F i v e  o t h e r  i n f a n t s  d i e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  weeks  o r  months  
o f  l i f e -  One a f t e r  a n o t h e r  t h e  " d e a r  b a b i e s "  came and w e n t ,  
whi le  Mary c o n t i n u e d  t o  g a r d e n ,  w r i t e  i n  h e r  j o u r n a l ,  sew 
c r a v a t s  f o r  t h e  d o c t o r ,  and  t a k e  t e a  w i t h  f r i e n d s - [ 3 4 ]
She sum m ar i zed  e a c h  d e l i v e r y  i n  t h e  s i m p l e  p h r a s e ,  
" b r o u g h t  t o  b e d , "  s e l d o m  a d d i n g  a n y  e t h e r  d e t a i l s -  On 
Sep t ember  12, 1771,  s h e  was " B r o u g h t  t o  Bed g u i t e  a l o n e  11 
A.M. o f  a D a u g h t e r - "  Has s h e  l i t e r a l l y  a l o n e  i n  h e r  h o u s e ,  
w i t hou t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  a m a i d ,  o r  a m id w i f e ?  
Or was s h e  s i m p l y  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  no one f rom o u t s i d e  t h e  
f a m i ly  had a r r i v e d  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  b i r t h ?  Fo r  f i v e  o f  t h e  
t w e l v e  d e l i v e r i e s  s h e  d i d  l i s t  t h e  names of  two o r  t h r e e
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women who were  w i th  h e r -  "Mrs .  J o n e s 1' was p r e s e n t  a t  f o u r  
b i r t h s ,  "Mrs-  H a s c a r e n e "  (who was Augus t a s®  s i s t e r  Peggy)  
a t  t h r e e ,  and " M r s .  C a r w i c k "  a t  two-  No a s s e m b l a g e  o f  t h e  
ne igh bo rho od  i s  i m p l i e d  h e r e ,  j u s t  an i n t i m a t e  c i r c l e  o f  
r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s -  T h e r e  a r e  two e x p l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
he r  h u s b a n d ' s  m i n i s t r a t i o n  n e a r  t h e  t i m e  of  b i r t h -  Th ree  
days  b e f o r e  one  baby  a r r i v e d ,  " t h e  D o c t o r "  b l e d  h e r -  Two 
months a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a n o t h e r ,  when s h e  d e v e l o p e d  a 
b r e a s t  i n f e c t i o n ,  he l a n c e d  i t -  M e d i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  d i d  n o t  
ba n i s h  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o m f o r t s ,  ho w e v e r -  Khen Mary d e v e l o p e d  a 
" kn o t "  i n  h e r  b r e a s t  a few d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  b i r t h  o f  h e r  n i n t h  
c h i l d ,  "N u r s e  a n o i n t e d  i t  w i t h  P a r s l e y ,  wormwood & Caoomel  
Stewed i n  B u t t e r . "
On F e b r u a r y  20 ,  1 7 6 3 ,  Mary n o t e d  i n  h e r  d i a r y  t h a t  h e r  
f r i e n d  Mrs- C r o w n i n g s h i e l d  had  been  " b r o u g h t  t o  bed o f  a 
d a u g h t e r - "  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  "Mrs -  Vans"  d e l i v e r e d  and  w i t h i n  
a week " L i l i a  E c b y . "  I n  u r b a n  Salem a s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  New 
Eng land ,  c h i l d b i r t h  r e m a i n e d  a c e n t r a l  e v e n t  i n  t h e  
community o f  women, y e t  h e r e  a f o r m a l  " s i t t i n g  up week" 
seems t o  have  r e p l a c e d  t h e  h a s t y  g a t h e r i n g  i n  t h e  n i g h t  
s t i l l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  r u r a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s -  On March 3 ,  
Mary h e r s e l f  " k e p t  c h a m b e r "  and t h e  n e x t  day was " B r o u g h t  t o  
bed o f  P e g g y - "  Two weeks  l a t e r ,  when sh e  was r e a d y  t o  s i t  i n  
a c h a i r  and c h a t ,  t h e  v i s i t s  b e g a n -  On S u n d a y ,  one f r i e n d  
came, on Monday f i v e ,  on T h u r s d a y  t w o ,  and d u r i n g  t h e
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f o l l o w i n g  week e i g h t  a c r e . [ 3 6 ]  T he s e  women s i p p e d  t e a  and  
admired  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  g i f t s .  E e r h a p s  one  o f  them b r o u g h t  
Peggy a f a n c y  p i n c u s h i o n  s t u c k  w i t h  h e r  i n i t i a l s  o r  t h e  
mot to '‘Welcome L i t t l e  S t r a n g e r " [ 3 7  ]
Mary H o l y o k e ,  l i k e  e t h e r  wemen i n  New E n g l a n d ,  
d e l i v e r e d  h e r  d o z e n  b a b i e s  a t  home,  s o m e t i m e s  u n d e r  t h e  
w a t c h f u l  c a r e  o f  h e r  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  h e r  d i a r y  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  f o r  t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  wemen i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  
s u p p o r t  had a l r e a d y  b e g u n  t o  s h r i n k  a s  t h e  i n t i m a t e  r i t u a l  
o f  b i r t h  gave  way t o  a mere d i s t a n t  c e r e m o n y  of  wel come-
*  *  *
To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  " t r a v a i l "  i n  f e m a l e  
l i f e  we must  e x t e n d  t h e  i m a g e .  F o r  most  women, l i f e  i n  t h e  
c h i l d b e a r i n g  y e a r s  was l e s s  f i r m l y  bound by t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e a s o n s  t h a n  by p e r s o n a l  s e a s o n s  o f  p r e g n a n c y  and  l a c t a t i o n ,  
twenty  t o  t h i r t y  month c y c l e s  which s t r e t c h e d  f ro m t h e  b i r t h  
o f  one baby t o  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h e  n e x t .  I h e  " l a b o r ” o f  b i r t h  
was p r e c e d e d  by t h e  " l a b o r "  o f  p r e g n a n c y .
T w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  wemen would r e c o g n i z e  some a s p e c t s  o f  
s e v e n t e e n t h  - c e n t u r y  p r e n a t a l  c a r e .  P h y s i c i a n s  i n  b o t h  
c e n t u r i e s  recommended m o d e r a t i o n  i n  d i e t ,  d r i n k i n g ,  and 
e x e r c i s e .  Though c a t h a r t i c s  and b l e e d i n g  a r e  f o r e i g n  t o  
c o n t e m po r a r y  women, r e d u c t i o n  c f  s a l t  i n t a k e  i s  n o t .  Nor  i s  
t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  w a l k i n g  i s  b e t t e r  t h a r  p r o l o n g e d  s i t t i n g  
i n  t h e  l a s t  m on th s -  M i s s i n g  f rom p r em o d e r n  g u i d e s  t o
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p r eg n a nc y  was any r e f e r e n c e  t c  w e i g h t  c o n t r o l ,  b u t  t h e r e  
were r e m e d i e s  f o r  o t h e r  common p r o b l e m s .  Fo r  s w e l l i n g  o f  
f e e t  and  a n k l e s .  The E x p e r i e n c e d  M id wi f e  o f f e r e d ’ a l o t i o n  o f  
v i n e g a r  and r o s e  w a t e r ;  f o r  p r e s s u r e  p a i n  i t  s u g g e s t e d  an  
i m p r o v i s e d  and  p r o b a b l y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  v e r s i o n  o f  a m a t e r n i t y  
c o r s e t ,  s w a t h i n g  b a n d s  l o o p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  abdomen and  t i e d  a t  
t he  n e c k -  I t  h ad  l i t t l e  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  mo s t  f am ou s  o f  
f ema le  c o m p l a i n t s — m o r n in g  s i c k n e s s — t h o u g h  i t  d i d  n o t e  t h a t  
na u se a  was a p o s s i b l e  s i g n  c f  p r e g n a n c y .  A woman who 
f o l l o w e d  such  a g u i d e  would p r o b a b l y  e a t  more  s i l k  and  e g g s  
t han  u s u a l ,  b u t  l e s s  s a l t  m e a t ,  a p r a c t i c e  which would p r o v e  
h e l p f u l  i n  c u r t a i l i n g  t h e  v e r y  p r o b l e m s  Ann C o t t o n  
e x p e r i e n c e d .  She would a v o i d  “ v i o l e n t  e x e r c i s e "  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  month and  h e a v y  l i f t i n g  i n  t h e  l a s t ,  b u t  s h e  would 
r ema in  a c t i v e ,  p e r h a p s  i n d u l g i n g  h e r s e l f  a t  t h e  end  o f  a 
busy  day  wi th  a d i s h  o f  r o a s t e d  f i g s  and  a b e l l y  r u b - [ 3 8 ]
C o u r t  r e c o r d s  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  d a i l y  l i f e  
c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  i n t e r u p t i c n  f c r  p r e g n a n c y -  At t h e  
same t i m e ,  t h e y  make i t  c l e a r  t h a t  p r e g n a n t  women were 
endowed wi th  a s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  e n t i t l i n g  them t o  d e f e r e n c e  
and p r o t e c t i o n .  The c a s e  c f  S a r a h  B c y n t c n  o f  H a v e r h i l l  i s  
i n s t r u c t i v e ,  s h e  was p r cba fc ly  i n  h e r  f o u r t h  month when 
Ebene ze r  Erowne came t o  h e r  y a r d  l o o k i n g  f o r  an  ox wh ich  h e r  
husband had l o c k e d  up .  S a r a h  o r d e r e d  Browne o f f  t h e i r  
g round ,  t e l l i n g  him " i f  ycu w i l l  c c m e ,  you mus t  t a k e  what
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comes,  f o r  I  w i l l  do what  I  c a n  t o  h i n d e r  y o u . ” Browne 
r e t o r t e d  " I f  you we re  a nan a s  you a r e  a woman I  would  s t a v e  
o u t  y o u r  b r a i n e s . "  Not  t c  be i n t i m i d a t e d  sh e  t h r u s t  a l a d d e r  
a g a i n s t  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h e  h o v e l  where  t h e  a n i m a l  was k e p t ,  
ahen Browne g r a b b e d  i t  a nd  t h r e w  i t  down,  t h e  u p p e r m o s t  r u n g  
s t r u c k  h e r . [ 3 9 ]
In March ,  S a r a h  B o y n t o n 1s h u s b a n d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  su e d  f o r  
damages ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  h i s  w i f e ,  b e i n g  p r e g n a n t ,  had 
s u f f e r e d  g r e a t  p a i n  f r om  h e r  i n j u r i e s ,  had been  u n a b l e  t o  do 
he r  work f o r  t w e n t y - s i x  w e ek s ,  and  had r e g u i r e d  e x p e n s i v e  
a d v i c e  f r cm  m i d w i v e s -  S a r a h  Boyn t on  f e l t  i t  h e r  d u t y  t o  
de f end  h e r  h u s b a n d ^  r i g h t  t o  t h e  o x ,  h e r  p r e g n a n c y  
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  y e t  h e r  f r a i l r e s s  became  a key  p o i n t  o f  t h e  
damage c l a i m  i n  c o u r t .  E b e n e z e r  Browne knew he  s h o u l d  n o t  
s t r i k e  a woman, y e t  he  d i d -  His  t a u n t ,  " i f  you  we re  a man 
as you a r e  a woman,” i m p l i e d  s h e  had  s t e p p e d  be yo nd  t h e  
bounds  which he  would t o l e r a t e  i n  a m a l e ,  a s  t h o u g h  i n  
aban d o n i n g  f e m i n i n e  w e a k n e s s  s h e  had  i n v i t e d  a t t a c k -  The 
c o u r t ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  d i d  n e t  a g r e e .
But  what were  t h e  l i m i t s  c f  male  p r o t e c t i v e n e s s ?  And 
what was t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  woman h e r s e l f  f o r  h e r  own 
h e a l t h  and t h a t  o f  h e r  c h i l d ?  M a r g a r e t  P r i n c e  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  
s a i d  s h e  "was a l u s t y  a s  any woman i n  t ow n"  b e f o r e  S i H i a m  
Browne b e g a n  t o  t r o u b l e  h e r ,  d r o p p i n g  v e i l e d  t h r e a t s ,  
c a l l i n g  h e r  " cn e  c f  Good w i f e  J a c k s o n *s  i m p s "  and  w a r n i n g  h e r
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t h a t  t h e  f o r m a l  c o m p l a i n t  sh e  had  l o d g e d  i n  c o u r t  would be  
t he  d e a r e s t  d a y ' s  work s h e  e v e r  made -  She h a d  a d i f f i c u l t  
d e l i v e r y  and h e r  c h i l d  was s t i l l b o r n -  I n  h e r  mind t h e  c a s e  
was c l e a r -  Browne was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  
c h i l d .  [ 4 0 ]  She p r o b a b l y  i m p l i e d  w i t c h c r a f t ,  t h o u g h  n o t  
n e c c e s s a r i l y -  M i d w i f e r y  m a n u a l s  w a r n e d  n e w ly  p r e g n a n t  women 
t o  a v o id  a l l  u n u s u a l  w o r r i e s  and  a n x i e t i e s  f o r  t h e  good o f  
t he  c h i l d » £ 4 1 ]  I n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  
mo the r ,  Browne a t t a c k e d  t h e  baby -
l e t  two n e i g h b o r s ,  Gccdy and  Goodman K e t t l e ,  a r g u e d  i n  
Browne ' s  d e f e n s e  t h a t  t h e r e  we re  much mere o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s  
f o r  M a r g a r e t  P r i n c e ' s  t r o u b l e s -  Not  t h r e e  weeks  b e f o r e  h e r  
t r a v a i l ,  t h e y  had  s e e n  h e r  c a r r y i n g  c l a y  t o  h e r  h o u s e  i n  a 
bucke t  on h e r  head -  Hha t  i s  a c r e ,  sh e  had  " r e a c h e d  up o v e r  
t h e  door  to  daub  w i t h  c l a y . " [ 4 2 ]  They were  u n d o u b t e d l y  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  a f o l k  b e l i e f  ( s t i l l  h e l d  by some women i n  t h e  
midd le  o f  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y )  t h a t  r e a c h i n g  e v e r  o n e ' s  h e a d  
i n  t h e  l a s t  mon ths  o f  p r e g n a n c y  would r e s u l t  i n  a t a n g l e d  
u m b i l i c a l  c o r d  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e a t h  o f  t h e  c h i l d -  Goody 
K e t t l e  s a i d  t h a t  sh e  h a d  wa lked  home w i t h  h e r  n e i g h b o r  and  
t o l d  h e r  " s h e  d id  wrong  i n  c a r r y i n g  c l a y  a t  su ch  a t i m e ,  b u t  
Goody P r i n c e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  s h e  had  t o ,  h e r  h u s b a n d  would n o t ,  
and h e r  h o us e  l a y  o p e n -  She had  c a r r i e d  t h r e e  p a i l s  an d  had 
t h r e e  more t o  c a r r y - " [ 4 3 ]
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Here  was a  wcmn c a u g h t  b e t w e e n  two i m p e r a t i v e s — to  
p r e s e r v e  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  h e r  c h i l d  and t o  f i n i s h  h e r  h o u s e .  
Pe rhaps  h e r  b e h a v i o r  was a k i n d  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  
d e s p e r a t i o n ,  an a p p e a l  f c r  h e l p .  She a p p a r e n t l y  g a t  n o n e .  
Goody K e t t l e  c o u l d  o f f e r  a d v i c e ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  i g n o r i n g  h e r  
own p r e c e p t s  she  c o u l d  n o t  o f f e r  p h y s i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  She  
h e r s e l f  was p r e g n a n t . [ 44  ] Angry  a t  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  M a r g a r e t  
P r i n c e  v i o l a t e d  f o l k  w i sdcm,  t h en  t u r n e d  h e r  a n g u i s h  a t  t h e  
l o s s  o f  h e r  c h i l d  t o w a r d  H i l l i a m  B r ow n e ,  a t r o u b l e s o m e  and  
d i s r e s p e c t f u l  n e i g h b o r .  Ber h u s b a n d ,  p e r h a p s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  
some g u i l t  o f  h i s  cwn,  c o n c u r r e d  i n  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n -
B e ca u se  s u c h  c a s e s  a r e  i s o l a t e d ,  t h e y  a d m i t  o n l y  
t e n t a t i v e  i m p r e s s i o n s .  Yet  t h e  k i n d  o f  c o n f l i c t  Goody 
P r i n c e  e x e m p l i f i e s  may h a v e  b e e n  f r e q u e n t  among women o f  
o r d i n a r y  s t a t u s  and  s m a l l  means .  F o l k  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  on 
l i f t i n g  may hav e  h e l p e d  t c  c u r b  wha t  m ig h t  h av e  became a 
d a n g e r o u s  work l o a d  i n  t h i s  l a b o r - p o o r  s o c i e t y .  A woman i n  
e a r l y  Hew E n g la n d  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t o  be p a m p e r ed  o n l y  i n  
p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  number  c f  e t h e r  p e r s o n s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  do  
h e r  work.  Even f o r  a  r e l a t i v e l y  w e a l t h y  woman,  r e l a t i v e s  
and s e r v a n t s  o f t e n  p r o v e d  a s  much an ad ded  b u r d e n  a s  a h e l p .  
T h i s  i s  a b u n d a n t l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  d i a r y  o f  N i c h o l a s  
Gilman o f  E x e t e r ,  wh i ch  r e c o r d s  i n  seme d e t a i l  t h e  e v e n t s  i n  
t h e  f a m i l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  m on th s  o f  Mary Gi lman* s 
f i f t h  p r e g n a n c y .
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Though t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
h ou se ho ld  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer o f  1740 i s  u n c e r t a i n ,  
t hey  d i d  i n c l u d e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  r a n g i n g  i n  a g e  f rom e i g h t e e n  
months t o  e i g h t  y e a r s .  Mary’ s m o th e r  l i ^ e d  w i t h  them a s  d i d
a t e e n - a g e d  c o u s i n  Mary l i t t l e .  N i c h o l a s ' s  p a r e n t s  and
unmar r i ed  s i s t e r s  l i v e d  n e a r b y .  D e s p i t e  a l l  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  
h e lp ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  i f  Mary G i l m a n  had much t i m e  
t o  c o n t e m p l a t e  h e r  s t a t e .  One a f t e r  t h e  o t h e r  o v e r  a t v o  
month p e r i o d  a l l  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  c o n t r a c t e d  m e a s l e s ,  f o l l o w e d  
by Mol ly  l i t t l e  h e r s e l f .  M e an w h i l e ,  M a r y ' s  m o t h e r  was 
c a l l e d  away t o  Newbury t c  t h e  b e d s i d e  o f  a d y i n g  f a t h e r ,  and  
N i c h o l a s ' s  m o t h e r  was t c t a l l y  a b s o r b e d  i n  n u r s i n g  one 
d a u g h t e r  sho was d y i n g  and a n o t h e r  who was c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l . '  
Mary h e r s e l f  t o o k  a t u r n  w a t c h i n g  w i t h  them a t  n i g h t -  
Meanwhi le ,  N i c h o l a s  was a b s o r b e d  w i t h  h i s  own s p i r i t u a l  and
p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o b l e m s .  Ee tween  b o u t s  o f  h e a d a c h e  and
t o o t h a c h e  he p r e p a r e d  s e r m o n s ,  s p e n d i n g  two t o  t h r e e  d a y s  a 
week in  h i s  new p a s t o r a t e  c f  Durham,  f i f t e e n  m i l e s  away-  
Except  f o r  one b r i e f  e n t r y ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  Mary h e r s e l f  had 
b roken  o u t  wi th  r a s h ,  he  n e v e r  m e n t i o n s  h e r  h e a l t h  i n  t h e  
d i a r y .  The f i r s t  e v i d e n c e  c f  h e r  p r e g n a n c y  i s  t h e  
announcement  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a s o n  i n  S e p t e m b e r - £45 ]
P r e g n an c y  may h a v e  been  a s  u n e v e n t f u l  i n  l i f e  a s  i n  t h e  
s  o f  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d i a r i e s -  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
remember ,  h ow ev e r ,  t h a t  d i a r i e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  v i e w p o i n t  of
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h u s b a n d s -  Women i n  p r e g n a n c y ,  a s  i n  b i r t h ,  were  s u p p o r t e d  
by a s i l e n t  s i s t e r h o o d  o f  m o t h e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  c o u s i n s ,  and  
s e r v a n t s -  We c a n  o n l y  g l i m p s e  t h e  r o u t i n e s ,  s h a r e d  
a n x i e t i e s ,  and  s u p p o r t i n g  f e n a l e  l c r e  which  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
t he  " n i n e  mo n ths  t r a v a i l ” which  p r e c e d e d  t h e  b i r t h  o f  e a c h  
c h i l d .
*  *  *
I n  some s o c i e t i e s ,  t r e a s t f e e d i n g  b e g i n s  a t  d e l i v e r y ,  
some t imes  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  u m b i l i c a l  c o r d  i s  c u t . [ h 6 ]  New 
England  m o t h e r s  p r o b a b l y  began  n u r s i n g  t h e i r  b a b i e s  t h r e e  o r  
f o u r  d a y s  l a t e r  when t h e  c o l o r l e s s  c o l o s t r u m  had been  
r e p l a c e d  by m i l k -  The f i r s t  f e e d i n g  was o c c a s i o n a l l y  
r e c o r d e d  i n  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  d i a r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e r e  
was any a n x i e t y  o v e r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  c h i l d .  Though 
Benjamin l y n d e  o f  Sa l em ha d  no p a r t i c u l a r  r e a s o n  t o  f e a r  f o r  
t h e  l i f e  c f  h i s  f i r s t  g r a n d c h i l d ,  he  w r o t e  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  
1733, f o u r  d a y s  a f t e r  h e r  b i r t h ,  " D a u g h t e r  b e g i n s  t o  s u c k l e  
h e r  l i t t l e  N o l l y ;  God make h e r  a good n u r s e . "  Lynde  
r e f l e c t e d  an a t t i t u d e  s h a r e d  by e t h e r  New
E n g l a n d e r s — n u r s i n g  o n e ’ s own c h i l d r e n  was b o t h  a  b l e s s i n g  
and a d u t y . [ 4 7 ]
An o r d i n a r y  woman ha d  no c h o i c e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  
only  a l t e r n a t i v e  was t c  h i r e  a n c t h e r  m o t h e r  t o  do  i t  f o r  
h e r .  Mary Lynde  c o u l d  h a v e  a f f o r d e d  a wet  n u r s e ,  b u t  s h e  
a p p a r e n t l y  c h o s e  n o t  t o .  I n  J a n u a r y  o f  1733,  when a n o t h e r
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o f  he r  c h i l d r e n  was e i g h t  months  o l d ,  h e r  h u s b a n d  n o t e d  i n  
h i s  d i a r y ,  "Hy w i f e  i l l  o f  a s l o w  f e v e r .  God was p l e a s e d  t o  
m i t i g a t e  t h e  i l l n e s s ,  b u t  sh e  c o n t i n u e d  weak f o r  some t i m e ,  
and c o u l d  n o t  s u c k l e  h e r  i n f a 1 1 - " £ 48 ] The p a s t  t e n s e  i n  t h e  
e n t r y  makes  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t c  t e l l  e x a c t l y  when Hary became 
i l l .  P e r h a p s  t h e  c h i l d  was o l d  eno ugh  t o  s u r v i v e  on p a p ;  
p e r h a p s  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t c  h i r e  a n u r s e .  The i m p o r t a n t  
p o i n t  f o r  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  b c w e v e r ,  was t h a t  i l l n e s s ,  n o t  
p r e s u m ab ly  a  d e s i r e  f o r  f r e e d o m ,  e n d e d  s u c k l i n g .
P u r i t a n  w r i t e r s  o f  b o t h  s e x e s  p r a i s e d  m a t e r n a l  
b r e a s t f e e d i n g .  I n  1622 an E n g l i s h  ncb l ewcman named 
E l i z a b e t h  K n y v e t ,  who r e g r e t t e d  h a v i n g  e n t r u s t e d  h e r  own 
e i g h t e e n  c h i l d r e n  t o  wet  n u r s e s ,  p u b l i s h e d  a t r a c t  e n t i t l e d  
The C o u n t e s s  o f  L i n c o l n *s N u r s e r v e .  T h i s  t r a c t  would  h a v e  
been knowi  t o  a t  l e a s t  o n e  New E ng la nd  f a m i l y ,  f o r  Thomas 
Dudley ( g o v e r n o r  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a nd  f a t h e r  o f  Anne 
B r a d s t r e e t )  was s t e w a r d  t c  t h e  a u t h o r ’ s  s o n .  "Go t h e n  G r e a t  
booke o f  N ur s in g  p l e a d  t h e  C a u s e . /  Teach  H i g h ' s t  l o w ’ s t ,  
a l l ,  i t ’ s  Gods and  N a t u r e s  l a w e s , "  p l e a d e d  an i n t r o d u c t o r y  
poem w r i t t e n  by E l i z a b e t h a n  p h y s i c i a n  T h c s a s  L o d g e - [ 4 9 ]  H i s  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  h e r e ,  f o r  
b r e a s t f e e d i n g ,  wh ich  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  
" l o w e s t "  had s e l d o m  b e e n  e m b r a ce d  by t h e  " h i g h e s t "  among 
E n g l i sh  women. The P u r i t a n  c o u n t e s s  was a n  e x c e p t i o n ,  i n  
p r e c e p t  i f  n o t  i n  p r a c t i c e . [ 5 0 ]
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J a m e s  A x t e l l  h a s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  wet  n u r s i n g  was n o t  
common i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  h u t  t h a t  i n  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  " t h e  u r b a n  a r i s t o c r a c y  may h a v e  r e s o r t e d  
t o  w e t - n u r s e s  cn a s o  sew h a t  l a r g e r  s c a l e - " [ 5 1 ]  The f i r s t  
c o n c l u s i o n  s e e m s  r e a s o n a b l e ,  f o r  e c o n o m i c  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  
r r e i g i o u s  r e a s o n s .  The s e c o n d  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
e v a l u a t e -  Ne wspape r  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ' s  f o r  "a  good b r e a s t  o f  
mi lk"  c e r t a i n l y  show t h a t  w e t - n u r s i n g  e x i s t e d  i n  
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  B o s t o n ,  b u t  t h e y  do n o t  show why and  
under  wha t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n u r s e  m i g h t  h a v e  been  e m p l o y e d .
In  any s o c i e t y  wh ic h  r e l i e s  upcn  human m i l k  f o r  i n f a n t  
f e e d i n g ,  a c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  w e t - n u r s i n g  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  
g iven  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n a d e q u a t e  l a c t a t i o n  o r  t h e  i l l n e s s  
o r  d e a t h  c f  t h e  m o t h e r .  A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  by 27 women i n  13 
y e a r s  d o e s  n o t  i n d i c a t e  a w i d e s p r e a d  p r a c t i c e .  Cn t h e  o t h e r  
hand,  n e w s p a p e r  r e f e r e n c e s  may o b s c u r e  a l a r g e r  phenomenon 
i f  n u r s e s  we re  s o  w i d e l y  a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  mos t  m o t h e r s  had  no 
need t o  r e l y  on t h e  p u b l i c  p r i n t s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .  
For t h e  m i d - e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  u r b an  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s  moo t .
But  f o r  mos t  o f  New E n g l a n d ,  we can  s a f e l y  c o n c l u d e  
t h a t  m a t e r n a l  b r e a s t f e e d i n g  was t h e  no rm.  S c a t t e r e d  
r e f e r e n c e s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  m o t h e r s  n u r s e d  i n  p u b l i c  a s  w e l l  a s  
i n  p r i v a t e ,  s i t t i n g  on t h e  g r o u n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e  
c h u r c h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  home i n  t h e i r  own t e d s — w i t h  o r
306
wi t hou t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  v i s i t c r s . [  5 2 ]  L i t t l e  g i r l s  g r ew  up 
e x p e c t i n g  t o  n u r s e  b a b i e s .  Young m o t h e r s  l e a r n e d  by 
o b s e r v a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  by  e x p l i c i t  i n s t r u c t i o n  how t o  d e a l  
w i th  c r a c k e d  n i p p l e s ,  s l e e p y  i n f a n t s ,  a n d  i n s i s t e n t  
t o d d l e r s .  They p r o b a b l y  a l s o  l e a r n e d  a med l ey  of  t e c h n i q u e s  
l o s t  to t h e i r  more f a s t i d i o u s  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u se  
o f  p u p p i e s  t o  r e l i e v e  e n g o r g e d  h r e a s t s .  a t  some p o i n t  t h e y  
d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  s u c k l i n g  " s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  t e r m s . ” [ 5 3 ]  Whe t he r  
o r  n o t  t h e y  c o n s c i o u s l y  r e l i e d  upon t h i s  a n c i e n t  method o f  
c o n t r a c e p t i o n ,  t h e y  f o u n d  t h e  economy i n  t h i s  n a t u r a l  
r h y thm.  When w e a n i n g  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  m e n t i o n e d  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  
documents  i t  p r e c e d e s  o r  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
of  a s u c c e e d i n g  p r e g n a n c y .
*  *  *
Each s t a g e  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  c y c l e  was d i s t i n c t ,  marked 
n o t  o n l y  t y  d i s c r e t e  t a s k s  t u t  by r e c u r r i n g  r i t u a l s .  T h i s  
becomes a p p a r e n t  i f  we l o o k  more  c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  
c y c l e s  o f  t h r e e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  wemen a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t h e i r  h u s b a n d ' s  d i a r i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  ma l e  d i a r i s t s  s e l d o m  
wro t e  a b o u t  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  t h e y  d i d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r e c o r d  t h o s e  
f e m a l e  a c t i v i t i e s  wh ich  d i s r u p t e d  o r  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  cwn.  
Simply  by c o r r e l a t i n g  t h e  two e v e n t s  m os t  c o n s i s t e n l y  
m en t i o n ed — b i r t h s  and  o v e r n i g h t  j o u r n e y s — o n e  c a n  d e r i v e  
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l ,  t h o u g h  i a p r e s s i v e ,  e v i d e n c e  c f  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
meaning o f  f e r t i l i t y .
3 07
The d i a r i e s  o f  Z a c c h e u s  C o l l i n s ,  Ma t thew  P a t t e n ,  and  
J o s e p h  Green  c o v e r  l a r g e  v e r t i c e s  c f  t h e  y e a r s  o f  
c h i l d b e a r i n g  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e i r  w i v e s —- f i f t e e n  o u t  o f  
s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  f o r  Mrs -  G r e e n ,  e i g h t e e n  o u t  o f  t w e n t y - o n e  
ye a r s  f o r  Mrs .  P a t t e n ,  and  t w e n t y  c u t  o f  t w e n t y - t w o  y e a r s  
f o r  Mrs .  C o l l i n s . [ 5 h ]  I t  i s  c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  women we re  named " E l i z a b e t h , ” f o r  
t h e  m o t h e r  o f  J c h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  was c o n s i d e r e d  a mode l  o f  
r i g h t e o u s  c h i l d b e a r i n g . £ 5 5 ]  E l i z a b e t h  C o l l i n s  and  E l i z a b e t h  
Green e a c h  gave  b i r t h  t o  e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n -  E l i z a b e t h  G re en  
was e x p e c t i n g  h e r  n i n t h  c h i l d  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
d e a t h .  Mrs.  G re en  h a d  one  s t i l l b o r n  c h i l d  and  Mrs- 
C o l l i n s  l e s t  h e r  f i r s t  b a by  a t  o ne  y e a r ,  b u t  a l l  o f  t h e  
o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  s u r v i v e d  i c f a n c y .  T h u s ,  t h e  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  
were n o t  c n l y  p r o l i f i c  b u t  u n u s u a l l y  h e a l t h y ,  e x e m p l i f y i n g  
p remodern  r e p r o d u c t i v e  p a t t e r n s  i n  an a l m o s t  i d e a l  f o r m ,  
w i t h  b i r t h  i n t e r v a l s  a v e r a g i n g  22 ,  23 ,  and  25 m o n t h s .
The  t h r e e  h u s b a n d s  c o n t r a s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  o c c u p a t i o n ,  
r e l i g i o n ,  and  g e o g r a p h i c  l c c a t i c n ,  y e t  a l l  t h r e e  were 
v i g o r o u s  and a c t i v e  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s -  The d i a r y  
o f  J o s e p h  Green  b e g i n s  i n  1700 ,  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  c a l l  t o  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  i n  Sa lem V i l l a g e ,  new D a n v e r s ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s -  T h a t  
o f  Z ac ch e u s  C c l l i n s ,  a Q u a k e r  f a r m e r  o f  Lynn ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
opens  i n  1725 ,  w h i l e  t h a t  o f  Mat thew P a t t e n ,  a f o u n d e r  o f  
t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  communi ty  c f  B e d f o r d ,  New H a m p s h i r e ,  b e g i n s
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i n  1754-  A l l  t h r e e  men u e r e  f r e q u e n t l y  away f rom home.  
Matthew P a t t e n  s p e n t  many d a y s  i n  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  woods 
s u r v e y i n g  new t o w n s h i p s  c i  i n  B c s t c n  c r  P o r t s m o u t h  c a r r y i n g  
goods t o  m a r k e t  o r  a t t e n d i n g  c o u r t -  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  c o m m e r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  Z a c c h e u s  C c l l i n s  
was a c t i v e  i n  Q u a k e r  m e e t i n g s ,  which r e g u l a r l y  c a l l e d  him t o  
Bhode I s l a n d  and  New H a m p s h i r e  a s  w e l l  a s  B o s t o n -  J o s e p h  
Green f r e q u e n t l y  t r a v e l e d  t o  E o s t o n  o r  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  t o w n s  
t o  a t t e n d  l e c t u r e s  c r  t c  keep  a f a s t .
In  c o m p a r i s o n ,  a l l  t h r e e  w i v e s  l e d  s h e l t e r e d  and  n a r r o w  
l i v e s ,  t h o u g h  e a c h  t r a v e l e d — i n  h e r  own way and a c c o r d i n g  t o  
her  own s e a s o n s -  As m i g h t  be e x p e c t e d ,  E l i s a b e t h  C o l l i n s ,  
t h e  Qua ke r ,  t r a v e l e d  mos t  f r e q u e n t l y ,  s o m e t i m e s  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
i t i n e r a n t  F r i e n d s  who were p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  Lynn on t h e i r  way 
t o  n e a r b y  m e e t i n g s -  Mrs .  E a t t e n ,  who l i v e d  i n  an  i s o l a t e d  
and,  i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e s ,  f r o n t i e r  comm un i ty ,  t r a v e l e d  
l e a s t -  Ye t  t h e  j o u r n e y s  o f  a l l  t h r e e  wcsen f a l l  i n t o  a 
r e m a r k a b l y  c o n s i s t e n t  p a t t e r n  when k e y e d  t o  t h e i r  
r e p r o d u c t i v e  h i s t o r i e s .
For  p u r p o s e s  o f  a n a l y s i s  t h e  o v e r n i g h t  j o u r n e y s  o f  t h e  
t h r e e  w ives  c a n  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p e r i o d s ^  a  p e r i o d  o f  
" P r e g n a n c y " ,  b e g i n n i n g  280 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  b i r t h  o f  e a c h  
c h i l d ,  a p e r i o d  o f  " I n f a n c y , "  f rom b i r t h  t o  t e n  m o n t h s ;  and 
an " I n t e r i m "  p e r i o d ,  a v a r i a b l e  s p a n  f r om  t e n  m on ths  a f t e r  
t h e  b i r t h  of  t h e  l a s t  c h i l d  t o  280 d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  b i r t h  of
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t h e  n e x t -  {See  T a b l e  I . )  F o r  a l l  t h r e e  women t h e  g r e a t e s t  
f r e q u e n c y  o f  t r a v e l  Has i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ‘• I n t e r i m ” p e r i o d #  
and f o r  two of  t h e  t h r e e  women, " I n f a n c y ” was c l e a r l y  a more 
s e r i o u s  r e s t r a i n t  t h a n  " P r e g n a n c y - ” What do t h e s e  r a t h e r  
l i m i t e d  f a c t s  t e l l  u s  a b c u t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  women?
We mig h t  b e g i n  by  l o o k i n g  a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  t r a v e l  
p a t t e r n s  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l -  I t  i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g ,  f o r  
example# t h a t  p r e g n a n c y  s i g h t  r e s t r a i n  t r a v e l .  What i s  
s u r p r i s i n g #  p e r h a p s #  i s  t h e  number  o f  t i m e s  a l l  t h r e e  women 
u n d e r t o o k  j o u r n e y s  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e d  s t a g e s  o f  p r e g n a n c y -  In 
f a c t ,  t h e  most  a d v e n t u r e s o m e  t r i p  E l i z a b e t h  P a t t e n  e v e r  t o o k  
was d u r i n g  t h e  f i f t h  month o f  h e r  t e n t h  p r e g n a n c y  when s h e  
went  by h o r s e b a c k  a l o n e  t h e  mere t h a n  e i g h t y  m i l e s  t o  Bo s to n  
t o  s e l l  c l o t h  and  t h r e a d -  M a t t h e w ,  who was u s u a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f c r  s u c h  v e n t u r e s #  was h e a v i l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  
h a r v e s t i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e - [ 5 0 ]  E l i z a b e t h  C o l l i n s  t o o k  a number  
o f  j o u r n e y s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  s i x t h  month c f  p r e g n a n c y -  I n  March 
o f  1731 s h e  s p e n t  a l m o s t  two weeks i n  H a v e r h i l l  an d  Newbury,  
p r e s um ab ly  v i s i t i n g  r e l a t i v e s -  I n  A p r i l  o f  1 7 4 1 ,  Z a c c h e u s  
t o o k  h e r  and h e r  s i s t e r - i n - l a w  t o  Bos ton#  r e t u r n i n g  f o r  t hem 
t h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r . [ 5 9 ]  E l i z a b e t h  G r e e n  c o m p l e t e d  two j o u r n e y s  
i n  t h e  s e v e n t h  month# b o t h  o f  them t o  n e a r b y  Wenham, where  
h e r  p a r e n t s  l i v e d -  The d i a r y  e n t r y  f o r  Ju n e  8 ,  1710# i s  
q u i t e  e x p l i c i t  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  sh e  
s h a r e d  a n e i g h b o r ’ s  h c r s e  w i t h  h e r  h u s b a n d - [ 5 8 ]
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A l l  t h r e e  women, h o w e v e r ,  r e m a i n e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e i r  homes  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  two mon ths  o f  e a c h  p r e g n a n c y -  T h i s  s eems  t o  
have heen  t r u e  e v e n  when u n u s u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  m i g h t  h a v e  
i m p e l l e d  them t o  t r a v e l -  l a t e  i n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 7 55 ,  
E l i z a b e t h  P a t t e n  r e m a i n e d  i n  E e d f o r d  w h i l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  
a t t e n d e d  he r  own f a t h e r ’ s f u n e r a l  i n  n e a r b y  L o n d o n d e r r y .
She was j u s t  one month away f r cm  t h e  d e l i v e r y  of  h e r  f o u r t h  
c h i l d . [ 5 9 ]  P r e g n a n c y  may ha v e  been  a " n i n e  month s i c k n e s s 1' 
a s  t he  m i d w i f e r y  manua l  s a i d ,  b u t  t h e s e  t h r e e  women we re  
r a t h e r  s l e w  t o  succumb-
A more d r a m a t i c  r e s t r a i n t  i s  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  n e x t  
p e r i o d — th e  f i r s t  t e n  m o n th s  o f  e a c h  b a b y ' s  l i f e -  T h i s  i s  
p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  l a c t a t i o n ,  which  i n  many ways  p l a c e d  
more demands on t h e  m o t h e r  t h a n  p r e g n a n c y -  A l t h o u g h  a woman 
might  l e a v e  h e r  i n f a n t  f c r  s h o r t  w h i l e ,  p e r h a p s  r e l y i n g  f o r  
an o c c a s i o n a l  f e e d i n g  upon a n e i g h b o r  who was a l s o  n u r s i n g ,  
sh e  c o u l d  n o t  t r a v e l  f a r  o r  l o n g  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  t h e  c h i l d  
w i t h  h e r -  Mrs-  Green  and Mrs-  P a t t e n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
t r a v e l e d  w i th  i n f a n t s  {James  P a t t e n  was b a p t i z e d  i n  
L o n d o n d e r r y ,  Mew H a m p s h i r e ,  a t  t h e  age  o f  s e v e n  mo n ths  w h i l e  
h i s  p a r e n t s  were  v i s i t i n g  t h e r e - ) - [ 6 0 ]  B u t  a l l  t h r e e  m o t h e r s  
avo ided  t r a v e l i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  
f i r s t  y e a r -  One r e a s o n  i s  o b v i o u s -  Compared w i t h  a newborn  
i n f a n t ,  a  s e v e n  o r  e i g h t  month o l d  baby i s  s i m p l y  n o t  v e r y  
p o r t a b l e ,  b e i n g  b o t h  h e a v i e r  and  more a c t i v e -  I f  he  o r  s h e
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T a b l e  V3I :1
I n c i d e n c e  o f  T r a v e l  D u r i ng  P r e g n a n c y  and  L a c t a t i o n [ * ]  
Table VII :  1
P r e g n a n c y  I n f a n c y  I n t e r i m  A l l  
E l i z ab e th  C o l l i n s  - 1 8 5  - 0 4 4  . 2 2 9  - 1 4 2
E l i zab e th  Green  -1G5 - 0 1 6  - 225 - 102
E l i zabe th  P a t t e n  - 1 1  . 0 7 1  - 2 6 6  -1 2 9
* I  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  n u m e r i c a l  i n d e x  by d i v i d i n g  t h e  t o t a l  number  
of o v e r n i g h t  j c u r n e y s  by  t h e  t o t a l  number  o f  mo n ths  i n  e a c h  
s tage-
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were s t i l l  d e p e n d e n t  u p c r  m c t h e r ’ s  m i l k ,  t h e  cny  p r a c t i c a l  
s o l u t i o n  was t o  s t a y  home .
But  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  women t h e  m os t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a t t e r n  
may n o t  he t h e  r e s t r a i n t  cn t r a v e l  d u i r n g  i n f a n c y  so  much a s  
t he  s u d d e n  jump i n  a c t i v i t y  a f t e r  t h e  t e n t h  month  o f  e a c h  
b a b y ’ s  l i f e .  F o r  E l i z a b e t h  C o l l i n s  t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
d r a m a t i c .  F o r  s i x  o f  t h e  n i n e  b a b i e s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  
d i a r y ,  h e r  f i r s t  j o u r n e y  a f t e r  b i r t h  was b e t w e e n  t e n  and  
f i f t e e n  m c n t h s .  F o r  t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  j o u r n e y  
f e l l  i n t o  t h i s  same c r u c i a l  p e r i o d .  A s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  i s  
d i s c e r n i b l e  f o r  Mrs .  G r e e n .  He re  t h e s e  j o u r n e y s  e i t h e r  a 
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  o r  e v e n  a method o f  w e a n i n g ?  The l a t t e r  
p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  c o n f i r m e d  i n  J o s e p h  G r e e n ’ s  d i a r y  e n t r y  f o r  
A p r i l  o f  1702.  G r e e n  t o o k  h i s  w i f e  t c  h e r  p a r e n t s *  home i n  
Wenham, t h e n  " came  heme t o  wean J o h n , ” who was t h e n  
s e v e n t e e n  mo n ths  o l d - [ 6 1 ]
T h e r e  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d e n c e  i n  l e s s  d e t a i l e d  d i a r i e s  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  i d e a  c f  t h e  " w e a n i n g  j o u r n e y . "  From 
J a n u r y  17 40, when N i c h o l a s  G i lman  b e g a n  h i s  d a i l y  d i a r y ,  
u n t i l  l a t e  i n  A u g u s t  o f  1741 ,  h i s  w i f e  Mary a p p a r e n t l y  n e v e r  
l e f t  E x e t e r ,  New H a m p s h i r e ,  where  t h e y  l i v e d .  T h i s  p e r i o d  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  l a s t  e i g h t  months  c f  h e r  f i f t h  p r e g n a n c y  and 
t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e i r  s e n  J c s i a h ’ s  l i f e .  Bu t  j u s t  b e f o r e  
J o s i a h ' s  f i r s t  b i r t h d a y  s h e  t o o k  an u n e x p l a i n e d  t h r e e - d a y  
j o u rney  a l o n e  t o  h e r  g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  home i n  Newbury ,
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M a s s a c h u s e t t s . ^  6 2 ]  T h e r e  i s  a s i m i l a r  e x a m p le  i n  t h e  a l m a n a c  
d i a r y  o f  Edward H o l y o k e  o f  Sa lem-  I n  J a n u a r y  o f  17 30 ,  h i s  
w i f e  made a two-week  v i s i t  t o  h e r  p a r e n t s *  home i n  I p s w i c h .  
T h e i r  c h i l d  was t h e n  s i x t e e n  mcn ths  o l d - [ 6 3 ]  F o r  Mary G i lman  
and M a r g a r e t  H o l y o k e ,  a b s e n c e  f rom home i n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r
o f  a c h i l d ’ s  l i f e  m i g h t  h a v e  meant  w e a n i n g ,  b u t  i t  m ig h t
have a l s o  hav e  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  v a c a t i o n ,  an u n e x p e c t e d  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e s t  f r o m  f a m i l y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
s h o r t  i n t e r i m  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  o n s e t  o f  a n o t h e r  p r e g n a n c y -  
I t  i s  e a s i e r  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e s e  b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s  t h a n  
t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e m .  D id  m a t e r n a l  a b s e n c e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r
of  l i f e  mean a b r u p t  a n d  t r a u m a t i c  w e a n i n g ?  Has i t  a
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a  r e p r e s s i v e  and p o t e n t i a l l y  p a t h o l o g i c a l  
a p p ro a ch  t o  c h i l d  c a r e ?  Seme h i s t o r i a n s  m i g h t  a r g u e  t h a t  i t  
was- N o t i n g  t h e  p e r v a s i v e n e s s  c f  o r a l  t h e m e s  and  a n x i e t i e s  
i n  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  New E n g l a n d  w i t c h c r a f t ,  J o h n  
Demos h a s  s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  "many New E n g l a n d  c h i l d r e n  were  
f a c e d  w i t h  some u n s p e c i f i e d  b u t  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  p s y c h i c  
t a s k s  i n  t he  f i r s t  y e a r  o r  so  o f  l i f e - " [ 6 h ]  J ames  A x t e l l  h a s  
p o i n t e d  t c  t h e  m e t a p h o r  o f  wean in g  i n  P u r i t a n  l i t e r a t u r e .
" I  became a s  a weaned  c h i l d , "  J c h n  W i n t h r c p  w ro t e  o f  h i s  
c o n v e r s i o n -  " I  knew I  was w or t h y  c f  n o t h i n g  f o r  I  knew I  
co u ld  d e e  n o t h i n g  f o r  h im o r  f o r  my s e l f . " [ 6 5 ]  C e r t a i n l y  t h e  
sudden d i s a p p e a r a n c e  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  b r e a s t  b u t  o f  t h e  
mother  h e r s e l f  m igh t  p r e s e n t  s e v e r e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e
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i n f a n t -
Ye t  t h e  W i n t h r o p  q u o t a t i o n  c u t s  i n  two d i r e c t i o n s -  I t  
documen t s  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  s e n s e  o f  l o s s ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  so  f rom t h e  
p a r e n t ' s  p o i n t  o f  v i e s .  D i s c o u n t i n g  t h e  u n l i k e l y  p c s s i b i l t y  
t h a t  JOhn W in t h r o p  r em e m b e re d  h i s . own w e a n i n g ,  he was 
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a s  he p e r c e i v e d  them 
from t h e  o u t s i d e -  The s i t u a t i o n  h e  d e s c r i b e d  may i n d e e d  
document  p a r e n t a l  h a r s h n e s s ,  b u t  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e m p a t h y -  a i n t h r o p  d i d  n o t  
f o c u s  upon t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  c h i l d ,  i t s  c r y i n g  o r  i t s  
demands f o r  i t s  m o t h e r ,  t u t  upon h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  of  i t s  
i n t e r i o r  s t a t e ,  i t s  f e e l i n g  o f  h e l p l e s s n e s s .
Now t h e  r e a l l y  c r u c i a l  p r o b l e m  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s  i s  t h e  
r e s p o n s e  of  p a r e n t s  t o  t h i s  p e r c e i v e d  s t a t e -  How c a n  
p a r e n t s  who u n d e r s t a n d  and s y m p a t h i z e  w i th  a c h i l d ' s  n e e d  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  den y  i t ?  As t h e  s c r i p t u r e  s a y s ,  "Hha t  man i s  
t h e r e  o f  y ou ,  whom i f  h i s  s o n  ask  b r e a d ,  w i l l  he  g i v e  him a 
s t o n e ? "  S e t t i n g  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  moment u n c o n s c i o u s  m o t i v e s ,  we 
can s a y  t h a t  l o v i n g  p a r e n t s  w i l l  d e n y  a c h i l d ' s  need  f o r  
on ly  two r e a s o n s — e i t h e r  t h e y  l a c k  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s a t i s f y  i t  
o r  t h ey  b e l i e v e  t h a t  d e n i a l  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  l o n g t e r m  g o o d .
In  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  w e a n i n g ,  a e t h e r s  and  f a t h e r s  were  o b v i o u s l y  
i n  g u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  p o s t i o n s  b e c a u s e  one  c o u l d  s u p p l y  t h e  
demand, one  c o u l d  n o t -  Assuming  t h a t  i n  c o l o n i a l  Amer i ca  
bo th  p a r e n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  r a t h e r  s u d d e n  weaning  was f o r  t h e
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u l t i m a t e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  m o th e r  
made p e r f e c t l y  good  s e n s e .
T h i s  wo u l d  be  e s p e c i a l l y  s c  i f  t h e  p a r e n t  who c o u l d  
sup p l y  t h e  n e e d  m i g h t  t e  t e m p t e d  t o  do so -  I n  t h e  words  o f  
an e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Maine  m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  c o n v e r t e d  
C h r i s t i a n  l e a r n e d  t h a t  C h r i s t  was " a s  w i l l i n g  t o  f e e d  him 
wi t h  h i s  F l e s h  and  B l o o d ;  a s  e v e r  T e n d e r  Mo the r  was t o  d r aw  
ou t  he r  f u l l  S a k i n g  B r e a s t  t c  h e r  h u n g r y ,  c r y i n g  
c h i l d . " [ 6 6 ]  A b r u p t  o r  s u d d e n  wean ing  would  be  a s  p a i n f u l  f o r  
t he  m o t h e r  a s  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  c h i l d -  The 
d i s c o m f o r t  would  be  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  and  p y s c h o l o g i c a l ,  a s  t h e  
mothe r  t h w a r t e d  b o t h  t h e  i m p u l s e  t o  r e l i e v e  h e r  b r e a s t s  and  
t he  d e s i r e  t o  n u r t u r e  h e r  c r y i n g  c h i l d -  T h i s  d e n i a l  o f  t h e  
m a t e r n a l  r o l e  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  r e d u c e d  h e r  t o  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
p s y c h i c  h e l p l e s s n e s s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c f  a weaned c h i l d .
Hence h e r  own t r i p  home t c  m o t h e r .
The f a c t s  f i t  t o g e t h e r  n e a t l y ,  r a t h e r  t o o  n e a t l y  
p e r h a p s -  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  f o r  a 
more w i d e s p r e a d  p r a c t i c e ,  t h e r e  i s  c x l y  cne  f u l l y  do c u m e n t e d  
example  o f  a " w e a n i n g  j o u r n e y "  i n  t h e  d i a r i e s  u n d e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h a t  o f  E l i z a b e t h  Green  who r e m a i n e d  a t  h e r  
p a r e n t s ’ home i n  Sienham i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1702 w h i l e  h e r  
husband r e t u r n e d  home t c  wean s i x t e e r - m o n t h - o l d  J o h n -  Even 
t h i s  e v e n t  can  h a v e  more t h a n  cne  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n -  Cn t h e  
one h a n d ,  t h e  m o t h e r ’ s  j o u r n e y  can  be s e e n  a s  a d r a s t i c
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mea su r e ,  an a b r u p t  a nd  p s y c h e l c g i c a l l y  d i s t u r b i n g  end  t o  
i n f a n c y -  Cn t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a t  s i x t e e n  m o n t h s ,  l i t t l e  J o h n  
might  a l r e a d y  h a v e  shown c l e a r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and  a l o s s  o f  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  b r e a s t -  N u r s i n g  may have  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  t o  
one o r  two b r  . e f  f e e d i n g s ,  p e r h a p s  a t  n i g h t  o r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
morning when i t  was e a s i e r  f o r  t h e  m o t h e r  t o  b r i n g  b i n  t o  
bed t h a n  g e t  up a nd  p r e p a r e  o t h e r  f e e d -  The j o u r n e y  of  t h e  
mothe r  m ig h t  s i m p l y  h a v e  t e e n  t h e  r i t u a l  t e r m i n a t i o n  of  an  
a l r e a d y  waning s t a g e ,  an  e x p e r i e n c e  made more p l e a s a n t  f o r  
bo th  m o th e r  and  c h i l d  by t h e  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  and  i n v o l v e m e n t  
o f  t h e  f a t h e r -
Ye t  d i s t u r b i n g  g u e s t i o n s  r e m a i n -  I f  t h e  s t a g e  o f  
weaning was n o t  marked  w i t h  a n x i e t y  and p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  
why d i d  t h e  m o t h e r  f i n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l e a v e ?  Has sh e  i n  
f a c t  a c t i r g  c o u n t e r  t c  h e r  c u e  i n s t i n c t s ?  Did J o s e p h  
G r e e n ' s  d i a r y  e n t r y  mark  t h e  e v e n t u a l  t r i u m p h  o f  a h u s b a n d  
o ve r  t h e  p r o l o n g e d ,  and  t c  him p e r h a p s  d i s t u r b i n g ,  i n t i m a c y  
o f  mo the r  and c h i l d ?  Or  was i t  t h a t  Mrs-  G r e en  s i m p l y  d i d  
n o t  t r u s t  h e r  own r e s o l v e ?  Did s h e  b e l i e v e  h e r s e l f  
i n c a p a b l e  o f  s u r m o u n t i n g  t h a t  " s o f t n e s s , "  t h a t  e x c e s s i v e n e s s  
o f  m a t e r n a l  a f f e c t i o n  s c  m i s t r u s t e d  by P u r i t a n  w r i t e r s ?  Has 
he r  d e p e n d e n c e  on J o h n  p e r h a p s  an even  g r e a t e r  i s s u e  t h a n  
h i s  d e p e n d e n c e  on h e r ?  L i t t l e  m a t t e r ,  p e r h a p s ,  f o r  w i t h i n  a 
few mon ths  t h e r e  would  be a n o t h e r  i n f a n t  i n  t h e  h o u s e  and  
t h e  whole c y c l e  would b e g i n  a g a i n -
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P r e g n a n c y ,  b i r t h ,  l a c t a t i o n — t h e s e  t h r e e  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  
f em a le  r e p r o d u c t i v e  c y c l e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  p a r a m e t e r s  o f  l i f e  
in t h e  c h i l d b e a r i n g  y e a r s -  Oiie need  n o t  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e i r  
i m p o r t a n c e  n o r  d e s c r i b e  wcmen i n  b o n d a g e  t o  t h e  c u r s e  o f  Eve 
t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  s e a s o n s  m i g h t  s h a p e  t h e  
s m a l l e s t  d e t a i l s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e — when t o  l i f t  a h e a v y  wash 
k e t t l e  o r  dau b  t h e  c h i n k s  o f  a h o u s e ,  how f a r  t o  go f rom 
home i n  g u e s t  o f  b u t t e r  o r  y a r n ,  w h e t h e r  t o  t r a v e l  t o  
Newbury m e e t i n g ,  mount  a n e i g h b o r ’ s  h o r s e  f o r  a t r i p  t o  
Bo s to n ,  o r  s t a y  a t  home and b r ew  b e e r -  Each c y c l e  o f  
r e p r o d u c t i o n  was marke d  by e p i c y c l e s ,  r e c u r r i n g  p a t t e r n s  o f  
r e s t r a i n t  and  r e l e a s e ,  p a i n  and  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  s o r r o w  and 
c e l e b r a t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  were  su m m ar i ze d  i n  t h e  word 
t r a v a i l . a t e r m  which c o n n o t e d  n o t  s i m p l y  p a i n  b u t  e f f o r t , 
e s p e c i a l l y  s t r e n u o u s  o r  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  e f f o r t .
"0 my c h i l d r e n  a l l ,  whi ch  i n  p a i n s  and c a r e  have  c o s t
me d e a r , ” S a r a h  Goodhue  be gan  a l o n g  p a s s a g e  o f  a d v i c e  t o
her  o f f s p r i n g -  I n  The Fo u r  Ages  Of Man, Anne B r a d s t r e e t  p u t
a more d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  m a t e r n a l  e f f o r t  i n t o  t h e
mouth o f  a c h i l d .
With t e a r s  i n t o  t h e  wor ld  I  d i d  a r r i v e ,
My m o t h e r  s t i l l  d i d  w a s t e  a s  I  d i d  t h r i v e ,
Mho y e t  w i t h  l o v e  and a l l  a l a c r i t y ,
S p e n d i n g ,  was w i l l i n g  t o  be s p e n t  f o r  me- 
w i t h  wayward c r y e s  I  d i e  d i s t u r b  h e r  r e s t ,
Mho s o u g h t  s t i l l  t o  a p p e a s e  me w i t h  b r e a s t ;
With  weary  a rms  s h e  d a n c ’ o and  B j  3 j  s u n g ,
'Nhen w r e t c h e d  I  i n g r a t e  ha d  d o ne  t h e  w r o n g . [ 6 7 ]
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Eve ’s  ba dg e  o f  s o r r o w  n i g h t  r e i n f o r c e  c u l t u r a l  n o t i o n s  o f  
t he  we akn es s  o r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  women,  b u t  i t  m i g h t  a l s o  
become an  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  f e m a l e  power -  S u f f e r i n g  i n  
c h i l d b i r t h  c o u l d  a r o u s e  t h e  s y n p a t b y  a n d  p r o t e c t i v e  
i n s t i n c t s  of h u s b a n d s ,  b u t ,  e v e n  more  p r o f o u n d l y  p e r h a p s ,  
t h e  p r o l o n g e d  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  p r e g n a n c y ,  k i r t h ,  and  l a c t a t i o n  
might  c o n v i n c e  r e l i g i o u s  c h i l d r e n  c f  t h e i r  m o t h e r ’ s  c l a i m s  
upon t h e  ra­
i n  1 70 1 ,  Samuel  S e w a l l  o f  E o s t o n  s t o o d  i n  t e a r f u l  e l e g y  
b e s i d e  t h e  g r a v e  o f  his- a e t h e r ,  one  c f  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  o f  
Newbury,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s -  "My h o n o u r e d  and  b e l o v e d  P r i e n d s  
and N e i g h b o u r s ! "  he  e x c l a i m e d ,  "My d e a r  Mothe r  n e v e r  t h o u g h t  
much o f  d c i n g  t h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  and  homely o f f i c e s  o f  Love  
f o r  me; and l a v i s h ’ d away many T h o u s a n d s  c f  Words  upon me, 
b e f o r e  I  c o u l d  r e t u r n  one  wcrd i n  A n s w e r . "[  6 8 ]  S e w a l l  s p o k e  
o f  h e r  p i e t y  and  h e r  i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  t h e  f o c u s  o f  e m o t i o n  f o r
t h i s  grown man was c l e a r l y  h i s  own i n f a n c y -  S p e n d i n g
h e r s e l f  i n  c h i l d b e a r i n g .  M i s t r e s s  S e w a l l  had  e a r n e d  t h e  
d e v o t i o n  o f  h e r  s o n -  W h a t ev e r  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  mean ing  of
p r e g n a n c y ,  b i r t h ,  a n d  l a c t a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l
women, t h e  n o t i o n  o f  " t r a v a i l "  was c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  
mot he rhood  a s  i t  was i n t e r p r e t e d  an d  p r e s e n t e d  i n  e a r l y  New 
England-
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1. A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  a b u n d a n t  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  " c h i l d b e d  
l i n e n ’* i n  c o l o n i a l  d o c u m e n t s ,  i t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  c l e a r  
what  t h i s  i n c l u d e d -  S u s a n  Swan ,  t h e  c u r a t o r  o f  
t e x t i l e s  a t  t h e  H i n t e r t h u r  Museum, b e l i e v e s  i t  
e n c o m p a s s e d  a v a r i e t y  o f  t h i n g s ,  p e r h a p s  s w a d d l i n g  
b a n d s ,  c a p s ,  baby  s h e e t s ,  and b l a n k e t s -  ( l e t t e r  t o  
a u t h o r ,  2 A u g u s t  1979) I  wonde r  i f  i t  m i g h t  n o t  a l s o  
h a v e  i n c l u d e d  s h e e t s  f o r  t h e  m o t h e r ’s  bed  o r  p a l l e t -  
( I f  i t  was o n l y  f o r  t h e  i n f a n t ,  why n o t  ’’c h i l d r e n ’ s  
l i n e n "  o r  " i n f a n t ' s  l i n e n "  r a t h e r  t h a n  " c h i l d b e d  
l i n e n ? " )  The c e r e m o n i a l  f u n c t i o n  i s  i m p l i e d  n o t  o n l y  i n  
t h e  s e p a r a t e  d e s i g n a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  v a l u e  a t t a c h e d  
t o  t h i s  l i n e n -  J o a n n a h  Sm i t h  g r o u p e d  " v e r y  good 
c h i l d b e d  l i n e n "  w i t h  " s i l k  gow ns ,  p e t t i c o a t s ,  c o s t l y  
l a c e s ,  and  t u r k e y  work" i r  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  w e a l t h  i n  t h e  
C o g s w e l l  h o u s e ;  E s s e x  f i l e s . VI ,  156- Sa m ue l  Plummer  
b o u g h t  a p a r c e l  o f  c h i l d b e d  l i n e n ,  two p i l l o w  b e e r s  and 
a p i l l o w  f rom Mr- R i c h a r d  L o w e l l  f o r  f i v e  pou nds  and  
p a i d  i n t e r e s t  on i t  f o r  some y e a r s ;  E s s e x  F i l e s ,  IV,  
3 7 9 - 3 8 0 -  See  a l s o ,  J u l i a  C h e r r y  S p r u i l l ,  Women* s  L i f e  
S Wor k  i n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C o l o n i e s , (New Yo rk ;  W-W.
N o r t o n ,  1972,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p p -  50 ,  325-
2- "The E x p e r i e n c e d  M i d w i f e , "  i n  I h e  Works o f  A r i s t o t l e  
( P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1.798) ,  p -  33-  The " A r i s t o t l e "  works  
we re  n o t  o f  c o u r s e  w r i t t e n  by t h e  Greek  t u t  by an 
anonymous  a u t h o r  o r  g r o u p  c f  a u t h o r s  i n  
s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Eng l and -  They  wen t  t h r o u g h  many 
e d i t i o n s  b o t h  i n  E n g l a n d  and  A m e r i c a -  See  C tho  T- 
Be a11 ,  J r ,  " A r i s t o t l e j s  M a s t e r  P i e c e i n  A m e r i c a ;  A 
Landmark i n  t h e  F o l k l o r e  o f  M e d i c i n e , "  Wi l l i a m  S Mary 
Qua r t e r l y .  3 d .  S e r -  IX (1963)  ,  2 0 7 - 2 2 3 -  Fo r  t h e  
a n t i g u i t y  o f  some o f  " A r i s t o t l e ’s "  l o r e ,  s e e  Thomas 
R o g e r s  F o r b e s ,  The Midwi fe  and  t h e  W i t c h . (New Haven 
and London:  Ya l e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  pp-  3 6 - 3 8 -
3- D i a r y  o f  Z a c c h e u s  C c l l i n s , volume I ,  1 7 2 6 - 1 7 5 0 ,  MS, 
E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e ,  S a l em ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ;  The D i a r y  o f  
Mat t h e w  P a t t e n  o f  E e d f o r d .  N.H.  ( C o n c o r d ,  N-H- , 1903) 
p- 2 0 6 - 2 0 7 ;  E s s e x  F i l e s .  I I ,  p -  36 -3  8; J o u r n a l s  o f  
t h e  Eev.  Thomas Sm i t h  and t h e  Rev - Samuel  D e a n e , ed-  
s i I l i a n  W i l l i s ,  ( P o r t l a n d ;  J o s e p h  S- B a i l e y ,  1 8 4 9 ) ,  p.  
2 2 - 2 3 -  F o r  t h e  s i z e  o f  F a l m o u t h ,  s e e  p .  10-
4- A l t h o u g h  an E n g l i s h  p h y s i c i a n ,  G r a n t l y  D i c k - R e a d  f i r s t  
c h a l l e n g e d  modern  a n e s t h e t i z e d  c h i l d b i r t h ,  t h e  mos t  
p r o f o u n d  c h a n g e s  i n  Ameri can  d e l i v e r y  p r a c t i c e  f o l l o w e d  
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  "Lamaze  Method"  o f
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" p s y c h o p r o p h y l a x i s "  d e v e l o p e d  a t  t h e  M e t a l  Worker s*  
H o s p i t a l  i n  P a r i s -  As d e s c r i b e d  i n  E l i z a b e t h  B in g ,  S i x  
P r a c t i c a l  L e s s o n s  f o r  an E a s i e r  C h i l d b i r t h , (New York ,  
1967) i t  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  a c t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  
f a t h e r .  More r a d i c a l  c h a n g e s  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  s i n c e  1970 
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u n p u b l i s h e d  M.A. t h e s i s .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New H a m p s h i r e ,  
1 9 6 7 ,  pp .  1 1 5 ,  134 .
D i a ry  o f  C o t t o n  M a t h e r , HHS C o l .  S e v e n t h  S e r i e s ,  V I I ,  
4 4 4 - 4 4 5 7
s e e  I r v i n g  S.  C u t t e r  and  He n ry  R. V i e t s ,  A S h o r t  
H i s t o r y  o f  Mi d w i f e r y  ( P h i l a d e l p h i a  and  L on don :  W.B. 
S a u n c e r s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  p .  9 f o r  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  R i v e r i u s ,  
The P r a c t i c e  o f  P h v s i c k .  The warm s h e e p s k i n  was 
t h o u g h t  n o t  o n l y  t o  r e l i e v e  p a i n  b u t  t o  k e e p  t h e  
woman’ s s k i n  f ro m  w r i n k l i n g .
"The  E x p e r i e n c e d  M i d w i f e , "  p.  61-
Pa t t e n  D ia ry  e . g .  pp.  6 4 ,  9 1, 120,  146 ;  " E x p e r i e n c e d  
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In  computing th e  maximum number o f  c h i ld re n  a t  home I  used 
b i r th ,  d ea th , m a rriag e , and in  a few cases  c o lle g e  e n tra n c e  
d a te s . O bviously some c h ild re n  may have l e f t  e a r l i e r  f o r  
a p p re n tic e sh ip  or o th e r  r e a s o n s .  The in h a b i ta n ts  o f  th e  house 
might a ls o  have in c lu d e d  s e rv a n ts .
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C h a p t e r  E i g h t  
M o t h e r  c f  A l l  l i v i n g
P e r h a p s  t h e r e  i s  no s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
J u d i t h  C o f f i n ’ s  monument  i n  t h e  o l d  Newbury b u r y i n g  g r o u n d
i s  t w i c e  as l a r g e  a s  h e r  h u s b a n d ’ s -  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  may
r e p r e s e n t  some m e a s u r e  c f  e a r t h l y  j u s t i c e  met ed  o u t  by h e r
d e s c e n d a n t s .  I n  l i f e ,  T r i s t r a m  h a d  been  homored among men.
Hi s  e p i t a p h  h i g h l i g h t s  a t i t l e  and a p o s i t i o n :
To t h e  memcry c f  T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n ,  E s q - ,  who ha v ­
i n g  s e r v e d  t h e  f i r s t  c h u r c h  o f  Newbury i n  t h e  
o f f i c e  o f  a Deacon  20 y e a r s  d i e d  Feb .  4,  1 7 0 3 - 4  
aged  72 y e a r s .
On e a r t h  h e r  p u r c h a s e d  a good d e g r e e .
G r e a t  b o l d n e s s  i n  t h e  f a i t h  and  l i b e r t y ,
And new p o s s e s s e s  i u n c r t a l i t y .
J u d i t h ' s  emin enc e  h a d  b e e n  p r i v a t e -  Her e p i t a p h  c e l e b r a t e s
her  s o b r i e t y  and  h e r  p i e t y  b u t  a b o v e  a l l  h e r  a m a z i n g
f e c u n d i t y :
To t h e  memory o f  Mrs-  J u d i t h  l a t e  v i r t u o u s  w i f e  
o f  Deac .  T r i s t r a m  C c f f i n ,  E sg r -  who h a v i n g  l i v e d  
t o  s e e  177 o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n  an d  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n  
t o  t h e  3d  g e n e r a t i o n  d i e d  Dec.  15 ,  1705 a g e d  8 0 .
G r a v e ,  s o b e r ,  f a i t h f u l ,  f r u i t f u l l  v i n e  was s h e ,
A r a r e  e x a m p l e  c f  t r u e  p i e t y .
B idow 'd  a w h i l e  s h e  w a y t ed  w i s h t  f o r  r e s t
S i t h  h e r  d e a r  h u s b a n d  i n  h e r  S a v i o r ’s  b r e a s t . [ 1 ]
The hey  m e t a p h o r  i n  T r i s t r a m ' s  v e r s e  i s  e c o n o m ic  —  "he
p u r ch a se d  a good d e g r e e - "  I n  J u d i t h ' s  i t  i s  o r g a n i c — a
" f r u i t f u l  v i n e  was s h e . "  P r o p e r t y  v e r s u s  r e p r o d u c t i o n — t h e
SZB
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two m a r k e r s  e t c h  t r a d i t i o n a l  g e n d e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  b u t  w i t h  
t h e  o r d e r  o f  e m i n e n c e  c u r i o u s l y  r e v e r s e d !  C o n s c i o u s l y  o r  
un c o n sc i o  c s l y ,  t h e  C o f f i n  d e s c e n d a n t s  e l e v a t e d  p r o g e n y  a b ov e  
p o s i t i o n ,  p l a c i n g  o n e - h u n d r e d - s e v e n t y - s e v e n  o f f s p r i n g  b e f o r e  
twen ty  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  t c  a c c u n t r y  c h u r c h .  S t i l l ,  t h o ug h  
J u s i t h ' s  s t o n e  t o w e r s  o v e r  T r i s t r a m ' s ,  t h e r e  i s  no e x p l i c i t  
c o nc e rn  f c r  b a l a n c i n g  a s c a l e -  I n  h o n o r i n g  t h e  w i f e ,  t h e  
e u l o g i s t  q u i e t l y  b u t  u n m i s t a k a b l y  h o n o r e d  t h e  h u s b a n d  a s  
we l l .  J u d i t h  C o f f i n  l i v e d  and  d i e d  t h e  " v i r t u o u s  w i f e  o f  
Deac.  T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n ,  E s q r .  i n  widowhood s h e  " v i s h t  f o r  
r e s t /  w i t h  h e r  d e a r  h u s b a n d  i n  h e r  S a v i o r ' s  b r e a s t . "  P e r h a p s  
t h e  monument d i d  n o t  c e l e b r a t e  a wcvan s o  much a s  i t  
c e l e b r a t e d  a c o n c e p t  o f  f a m i l y  t h a t  had  n o t  y e t  become t h e  
e x c l u s i v e  p r e s e r v e  c f  woven.
For  many New E n g l a n d e r s - - v a l e  a s  w e l l  a s  f e m a l e — t h e  
v a l u e s  c e l e b r a t e d  on J u d i t h  C o f f i n ' s  s t o n e  we re a s c e n d a n t -  
She and T r i s t r a m  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  a n c i e n t  b l e s s i n g  o f  Abraham,  
I s a a c ,  and  J a c o b ,  l i v i n g  t o  s e e  t h e i r  own s e e d  m u l t i p l y  a s  
t h e  s t a r s .  S t u d e n t s  c f  p o l i t i c s ,  e c o n o m i c s ,  and  r e l i g i o n  
has  l o n g  known t h a t  f a m i l y  b e n d s  p l a y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  
i n  the  e x t e r n a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  New E n g l a n d  c o l o n i e s -  Les s  
c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  h a v e  been  t h e  b a l a n c e  b e tw ee n  e x t e r n a l  
and i n t e r n a l  v a l u e s  and  b e tw e e n  m a s c u l i n e  a n d  f e m i n i n e  
r o l e s . [ 2 ]  P r e c i s e l y  where  i n  t h e  t e n t s  o f  I s r a e l  s t o o d  
Ra che l ,  Hannah ,  a n d  L ea h ?  Eid  i n s t i t u t i o n s  e x i s t  t o  s u s t a i n
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f a m i l i e s  c r  d i d  f a m i l i e s  e x i s t  t o  s u s t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ?  I f  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s  was c e n t r a l /  how w e r e  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  
o f  f a t h e r s  and  m o t h e r s  d e f i n e d ?  "H o n ou re d  m o t h e r " — t h e  
p h r a s e  r i n g s  t h r o u g h  l e t t e r s ,  d i a r i e s ,  w i l l s ,  e s t a t e  
a c c o u n t s ,  and s e r m o n s  f r c m  s e v e n t e e n t h  and
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d -  S h a t  d o e s  i t  mean? B e n e a t h  
t h e  f r o z e n  s e n t i m e n t ,  what  were t h e  s o c i a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  and  
c u l t u r a l  r e a l i t i e s  wh ic h  s h a p e d  t h e  m a t e r n a l  r o l e ?
*  4> *
In The S ix  Bo o ke s  o f  Commonwelae , t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o
E n g l i s h  i n  1 6 0 6 ,  t h e  F r e n c h  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i s t  J e a n  Bodin
s a i d  t h a t  a f a m i l y  mus t  c o n s i s t  o f  a m a s t e r  and  a t  l e a s t
t h r e e  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  be h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  s l a v e s ,
f r e e d m e n ,  o r  f r e e  d e p e n d e n t s  who h a v e  v o l u n t a r i l y  s u b m i t t e d
t o  h i s  a u t h o r i t y -  B o d i n  was o b v i o u s l y  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  f a m i l y
a s  a p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  u n i t -  From t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,
wives we r e  e s s e n t i a l  b u t  s u b o r d i n a t e -  I n  f a c t ,  t h e y  e n t e r
B o d i n ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  a l m o s t  a s  an  a f  t e r  t h o u g h  t -
But  f o r  a s  much a s  F a m i l i e s ,  C o l l e g e s ,
C o m p a n i e s ,  C i t i e s ,  and Commonweals ,  y e a ,  
and  mank ind  i t  s e l f e  would p e r i s h  and  
come t o  e n d ,  were i t  n o t  by m a r r i a g e s  
( a s  by c e r t a i n e  S e m i n a r i e s ,  o r  
n u r s e r i e s )  p r e s e r v e d  and c o n t i n u e d ,  i t  
f o l l o w e t h  w e l l  t h a t  a f a m i l y  c a n n o t  be  
i n  a l l  p o i n t s  p e r f e c t  and  a c c o m p l i s h e d  
w i t h o u t  a w i f e .  So t h a t  b j  t h i s  a c c o u n t  
i t  corameth t o  p a s s e ,  t h e r e  mus t  be  f i v e  
p e r s o n s  a t  l e a s t  to  make up a  whole  and  
e n t i r e  f a m i l i e - [ 3 j
F i r s t  a " m a s t e r , "  t h e n  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  " d e p e n d e n t s , "  and  l a s t
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of  a l l  a " w i f e . " f o r  B o d i n ,  e c o n o m i c  d e p e n d e n c y  was c l e a r l y  
a n t e r i o r  t o  b i o l o g i c a l  o r  a f f e c t i v e  b e n d s .
B o d i n ' s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  ho w e v e r  s t a r k ,  f i t s  much o f  wha t  we 
know a b o u t  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d -  Sa lem 
m e r c a n t i l e  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
i n c l u d e d  s e r v a n t s ,  s l a v e s ,  and  f r e e  d e p e n d e n t s ,  j u s t  a s  
European  f a m i l i e s  had  two  c e n t u r i e s  b e f o r e .  " D i e d .  Ab.
Pope,  a maid i n  my f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e  f o r  14 y e a r s ,  and  t h e  1 s t  
de a th  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  f o r  42 y e a r s , "  E e n j a m i n  Lynde  o f  Sa lem 
wro t e  i n  h i s  d i a r y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  c f  1 7 4 2 - [ 4 ]  Abby Pope  was 
p a r t  o f  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  " f a m i l y , "  a s  was B e n j a m i n  h i m s e l f ,  
t hough o f  c o u r s e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
d i f f e r e d .  P r e - m o d e r n  f a m i l i e s  were  h i e r a r c h a l  and  
p a t r i a r c h a l ,  y e t ,  a s  t h e  Lynde  g u o t e  s h o w s ,  t h e y  were a l s o  
p e r c e i v e d  a s  o r g a n i c  e n t i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  even  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a 
s e r v a n t  maid c o u l d  " c u t  i n  up on "  t h e  who le -
s t r u c t u r a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  f a i l  t c  c o n v e y  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  
an i n s t i t u t i o n  wh i ch  meshed e c o n o m i c s  an d  s e n t i m e n t .  I n  
Narch o f  1735,  B e n j a m i n  l y n d e ' s  f a t h e r  w r o t e  i n  h i s  own 
d i a r y  o f  a f r i g h t f u l  m o r n in g  when s t o r m  r a g e d  i n  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  and i l l n e s s  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .  I n  a s i n g l e  p r a y e r ,  
he p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  " G o d ' s  s p e c i a l  g r a c e "  i n  r e s t o r i n g  h i s  
wife t o  h e a l t h  a n d  i n  b r i n g i n g  " C a p t a i n  G r o u n d s e l l  
- - - w i t h  h i s  s u b s t a n c e "  s a f e l y  i n t c  h a r b o r .  C l im b i ng  wi th  
h i s  t e l e s c o p e  t o  t h e  t o p  c f  t h e  h o u s e ,  Lynde wa t c h e d  t h e
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" r a g i n g  b r e a c k e r s  be y on d  E a k e r ' s  I s l a n d "  u n t i l  he  m u s t e r e d  
"some h o p e s  t h a t  t h e y  [ t h e  C a p t a i n ?  t h e  s u b s t a n c e ?  Mr s .  
Lynde? J m ig h t  be s a v e d . " " [ 5 ]  Such an  e p i s o d e  shows t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  s e p a r a t i n g  m a t e r i a l  and a f f e c t i v e  m o t i v e s .  
One m i g h t  r e d u c e  M i s t r e s s  l y n d e  t o  a l e v e l  w i t h  t h e  s h i p s  o r  
e l e v a t e  t h e  s h i p s  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  M i s t r e s s  L ynd e ,  b u t  i t  i s  
a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e m .
F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  a n a l y s i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  we m i g h t  d i s t i n g u i s h  
w i t h i n  any s i n g l e  f a m i l y  a " f a m i l y  c f  p r o p e r t y , " a " f a m i l y  
o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n , "  and  a " f a m i l y  o f  s e n t i m e n t . "  Each  o f  t h e s e  
" f a m i l i e s "  muct  be  a p p r o a c h e d  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way.  The 
C o f f i n  f a m i l y  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  c a n  be  d i s c e r n e d  i n  
t h e  w i l l  whi ch  T r i s t r a m  s i g n e d  i n  Hay o f  1703 ;  a f a m i l y  o f  
r e p r o d u c t i o n  can  be  s k e t c h e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b i r t h  and  d e a t h  
r e c o r d s  o f  J u d i t h ' s  177 c h i l d r e n  and c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n ;  
whi l e  a f a m i l y  of s e n t i m e n t  c a n  a t  l e a s t  be  g l i m p s e d  i n  t h e  
names wh ich  t h o s e  c h i l d r e n  b o r e -  By l o o k i n g  a t  such  
m a t e r i a l s  c a r e f u l l y  and  by r e l a t i n g  t h e n  t o  l a r g e r  p a t t e r n s  
f o r  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  we can  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
concep t  o f  m o t h e r h o o d  m a g n i f i e d  i n  t h a t  i n t r i g u i n g  
g r a v e s t o n e  i n  Newbury B u r y i n g  G r o u nd .
L i k e  o t h e r  p r u d e n t  f a t h e r s  o f  h i s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  T r i s t r a m  
Co f f i n  " p u r c h a s e d "  an e a r t h l y  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  h e a v e n l y  e s t a t e ,  
add ing  t o  t h e  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  a p p o r t i o n e d  t o  him a s  an  
o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r  c f  Newbury i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  fo.r  e a c h  o f
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h i s  f o u r  s o n s . £ 6 ]  At t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  d e a t h ,  J a m e s ,  t h e  o l d e s t  
o f  t h e  s o n s ,  was i n  h i s  m i d - f o r t i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  y o u n g e s t ,  
N a t h a n i e l ,  had  j u s t  t u r n e d  t h i r y - f i v e  and a l r e a d y  had  f i v e  
c h i l d r e n  c f  h i s  own. Though g r o a n  men, a l l  f o u r  s o n s  
r em a in e d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  b e h c l d e n  t o  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,  a n d  e a c h  now 
r e c e i v e d  c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  l a n d  which he had  p r o b a b l y  l o n g  b e en  
f a r m i n g -  J a m e s  r e c e i v e d  p a r t  c f  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  h o m e s t e a d  p l u s  
o t h e r  p l o t s  o f  l a n d  i n  Ne wbury .  S t e p h e n  r e c e i v e d  " h o u s i n g  
and u p l a n d  a nd  meddows w i t h  p r i v i l i g i s  o f  Common . B i g h t s "  i n  
t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  town o f  H a v e r h i l l .  E e t e r  was g i v e n  t h e  deed  
t o  a f a rm  i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  N a t h a n i e l ,  t h e  y o u n g e s t ,  i n h e r i t e d  
h i s  f a t h e r ' s  "now d w e l l i n g  h o u s e  w i t h  my b a r n e s  and  p a s t u o u r  
l and  a j o y n i n g . "
Like  many a g e d  widows i n  New E n g l a n d ,  J u d i t h  C o f f i n  
r e c e i v e d  a c o m f o r t a b l e  m a i n t e n a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  " t h i r d s . "  N a t h a n i e l  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  " t a k e  
s p e s s h a l l  c a r e "  o f  h i s  m o t h e r  t o  " p r o v i d  f o r  h a r  i n  a l l  
H e s p e c t e s . "  The o t h e r  s e n s  were  t o  h e l p ,  p a y i n g  t h e i r  
b r o t h e r  a f i x e d  sum a n n u a l l y  f o r  t h e i r  m o t h e r ' s  s u p p o r t .  As 
f o r  t h e  d a u g h t e r s ,  t h e i r  p o r t i o n s  had  p r o b a b l y  l o n g  s i n c e  
been p a i d ,  p e r h a p s  i n  s h e e t s ,  k e t t l e s ,  c o v e r l e t s  o r  c a t t l e  
g iven  a t  m a r r i a g e .  T r i s t r a m  w i l l e d  J u d i t h ,  H a ry ,  and  L y d i a  
sm a l l  a m c r n t s  o f  money and  p r o m i s e d  Debo rah  t w e l v e  w a l n u t  
t r e e s .  He a l s o  made a number  o f  s m a l l  and p e r h a p s  
s e n t i m e n t a l  b e g u e s t s  t c  g r a n d e i i l d r e r — i n c l u d i n g  t h r e e
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g r a n d s o n s  named T r i s t r a m .
The p a t t e r n  i s  f a m i l i a r — l a n d  f c r  s o n s ,  m o v e a b l e s  f o r  
d a u g h t e r s ,  and f o r  widows  a c a r e f u l l y  d e f i n e d  d e p e n d e n c y ,  
" i - a o i l i e s  cf  p r o p e r t y "  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  a s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  
w e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  r e v o l v e d  upon t h e  o r d e r l y  t r a n s m i t t a l  o f  
w e a l t h  and l i v e l i h o o d  f rom f a t h e r  t o  s o n .  O t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  
t h i s  p a t r i a r c h a l  c r d e r  a r e  e q u a l l y  f a m i l i a r — t h e  s e l e c t i o n  
of o r e  s o r ,  o f t e n  a s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  y o u n g e s t ,  t o  a s s i s t  
t h e  a g i n g  f a t h e r  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  i n h e r i t  h i s  h o m e s t e a d ;  t h e  
c l u s t e r i n g  o f  o t h e r  s e n s  i n  a f a m i l y  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  t he  
o r i g i n a l  town;  t h e  h i v i n g  o u t  o f  r e m a i n i n g  s o n s  i n t o  new 
towns i n  t h e  r e g i o n ;  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  d a u g h t e r s  t o  t h e  s o n s  
o f  n e a r b y  f a r m e r s . [ 7 ]  A l l  o f  t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  would be 
r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  w i t h  N a t h a n i e l ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  
t hough  w i t h  v a r i a t i o n s -  N a t h a n i e l ' s  s o n s  would become 
m i n i s t e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  f a r m e r s ,  and  t h e  f a t h e r  would l o o k  
f u r t h e r  n o r t h  and  e a s t  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e m .  T r i s t r a m  
C o f f i n ' s  f a m i l y  e x t e n d e d  t o  Hampton and H a v e r h i l l ;
N a t h a n i e l ' s  t o  K i t t e r y  and P e n n a c o o k .
The s t o r y  o f  s u c h  f a n i l i e s  t r a c e s  t h e  l a r g e r  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h  e x p a n s i o n  of  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d -  But  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  
we must c o m p r e s s  T r i s t r a m ' s  " f a m i l y  o f  p r o p e r t y "  t o  a  s i n g l e  
p i e c e  o f  l a n d ,  t h e  h o m e s t e a d  where  he a nd  J u d i t h  b e g a n  t h e i r  
l i v e s  t o g e t h e r .  M e a s u r e d  c o n t i n u i t y ,  a  c h e r i s h e d  theme i n  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  New E n g l a n d ,  i s  p e r f e c t l y  em b od ie d  i n  t h e
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w e a t h e r - b l a c k e n e d  h o u s e  which  s t i l l  s t a n d s  a c r o s s  High Hoad 
from t h e  g r a v e y a r d  whe re  t h e y  a r e  b u r i e d -  F o r  t h r e e  
c e n t u r i e s  i t  s h e l t e r e d  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s .
D e n d r o c h r o n o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  c c r r o b c r a t e s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
d a t e  o f  1650 f o r  t h e  o l d e s t  p o r t i o n ,  a t w e n t y  by t w e n t y  by 
t wen ty  f i v e  f o o t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  one  l a r g e  room be low and a 
chamber a i o v e .  When T r i s t r a m  w i l l e d  t h e  h o u s e  t o  N a t h a n i e l  
i n  1704,  i t  had p r o b a b l y  a c q u i r e d  a c n e - s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t he  r i g h t  o f  t h e  c h i m n e y ,  g i v i n g  i t  t h e  a s s y r a e t r i c a l  
h a l l / p a r l o r  p l a n  so  t y p i c a l  c f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  E s s e x  
County h o u s e s -  By 175C,  when N a t h a n i e l  p a s s e d  i t  t o  h i s  son 
J o s e p h ,  i t  h a d  be en  d r a m a t i c a l l y  e x t e n d e d -  The 
g r a n d f a t h e r ® s  o l d  h o u s e  was now a r e a r  e l l ,  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a 
new, more s y m m e t r i c a l  d w e l l i n g  f a c i n g  High  S t r e e t ,  t h e  main 
t h o r o u g h f a r e  i n t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  t cwn c f  N e w b u r y p o r t - [ 8  ] But  
t he  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  C o f f i n  h o u s e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  economy r a t h e r  t h a n  any  r e a l  s h i f t  i n  f a m i l y  
s t a t u s -  N a t h a n i e l ,  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  was Deacon  o f  t h e
Church .  J o s e p h ,  l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r ,  was c l e r k  o f  t h e  t own,  
Jo shua ,  l i k e  h i s  f a h t e r ,  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  a n d  h i s  
g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r  b e f c r e  h im,  s i g n e d  h i s  name " E s q u i r e ” on 
t he  numerous  c i t i z e n  p e t i t i o n s  which  d e s c r i b e  t h e  e x t e r n a l  
h i s t o r y  o f  N e w b u r y - [9 ]
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The s u c c e s s i v e  m i s t r e s s e s  o f  t h e  C o f f i n  h o u s e  were  o f  
c o u r s e  n o t  c o f f i n s  a t  a l l -  J u d i t h  Scmerby  was f o l l o w e d  by 
Sa rah  B r o c k l e b a n k  who was s u c c e e d e d  by M a r g a r e t  Morse .  The 
second and t h i r d  d i s t r e s s e s  C o f f i n  e n j o y e d  a more  e l a b o r a t e  
house  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t -  S a r a h * s  c a v e r n o u s  f i r e p l a c e  ga v e  way 
t o  a more e f f i c i e n t  e i g h t e n n t h  c e n t u r y  h e a r t h  and  oven-  A 
new f r o n t  e n t r y  an d  a d d i t i o n a l  u p s t a i r s  c h a m b e r s  made 
p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  seme d e m a r c a t i o n  c f  p r i v a t e  and  
p u b l i c  s p a c e ,  b u t  s u c h  c h a n g e s  were  s u p e r i m p o s e d  upon a 
f a m i l i a r  workaday  w o r l d -  The h o u s e  s t i l l  s t o o d  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  e n t e r p r i s e  w h i c h  e a c h  s o n  had i n h e r i t e d  
from h i s  f a t h e r -  Though i n  176 1, J o s e p h  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
o ld  o r c h a r d  had n o t  p r o d u c e d  " a c r e  t h a n  two b a r r e l l s  of  
cyd e r  a y e a r  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  l a s t  p a s t , "  he p a s s e d  cn t o  h i s  
son  much t he  same c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a s t u r e ,  f a r m  l a n d ,  and 
t a n y a r d s  which he  had  i n h e r i t e d  f rom h i s  f a t h e r - [ 1 0 ]  As 
d e p e n d e n t s  and  a s  s k i l l e d  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  C o f f i n  " f a m i l y  o f  
p r o p e r t y , "  J u d i t h ,  S a r a h ,  and  M a r g a r e t  p e r f o r m e d  much t h e  
same r o l e s .
L i k e  most  c o u p l e s  i n  mos t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  wor ld  b e f o r e  t he  
demographi c  r e v o l u t i o n ,  J u d i t h  and T r i s t r a m  had t h e i r  f i r s t  
c h i l d  w i t h i n  a y e a r  o f  m a r r i a g e  and  a n o t h e r  c h i l d  e v e r y  y e a r  
or  so t h e r e a f t e r -  B u t  u n l i k e  many v i l l a g e r s  i n  t h e  o ld  
world and  some i n  t h e  new,  t h e y  r a i s e d  mcs t  o f  t h e s e  
c h i l d r e n  t o  a d u l t h o o d -  T h e r e  i s  an a l m o s t  s a u c y  i r o n y  i n
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th e  f a m i l y  name,  a s  t h o u g h  s c a e  wind c f  Yankee  humor  had  
swept  P u r i t a n  Newbury-  Death  s e l d o m  v i s i t e d  t h e  C o f f i n s -  
When J u d i t h  Somerby m a r r i e d  T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n  i n  N a r ch  o f  
1653, s h e  was a widow w i t h  t h r e e  young c h i l d r e n ,  S a r a h  who 
was e i g h t ,  E l i z a b e t h  who was s i x ,  and  D a n i e l  who was n o t  y e t  
t h r e e -  a n o t h e r  so n  h a d  d i e d  i n  i n f a n c y -  T h u s ,  J u d i t h ’ s  
f a m i ly  was s l i g h t l y  b i g g e r  t h a n  T r i s t r a m ’s ,  t h o u g h  t h e  
Somerby c h i l d r e n  a c k n o w l e d g e d  him a s  t h e i r  “ F a t h e r  C o f f i n - 1’ 
{The e a r l y  t e r m i n a t i o n  c f  h e r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  and  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  c f  s t e p - c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  h o u s e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  n o t  a l l  Newbury f a m i l i e s  were  a s  l c n g - l i v e d - )
I n  s i x t e e n  y e a r s ,  J u d i t h  gave  b i r t h  t o  t e n  C o f f i n  
c h i l d r e n ,  a l l  o f  whom s u r v i v e d -  E i g h t  o f  t h e s e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
the  two Scmerby d a u g h t e r s ,  m a r r i e d  and  had  s o n s  and  
d a u g h t e r s  o f  t h e i r  o w n - [ 1 1 ]  T h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  f e r t i l i t y  i s  t h e  
b a s e  f rom which  came t h e  m u l t i t u d e  c e l e b r a t e d  on J u d i t h ’ s  
g r a v e s t o n e -  T h i r t e e n  o f  J u d i t h ' s  f o u r t e e n  c h i l d r e n  a t  one  
t ime  l i v e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  C o f f i n  h o u s e -  The 
f ami ly  d w e l l i n g  mus t  ha ve  b e e n  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  c r o w d e d ,  
t hough we s h o u l d  n o t  i m a g i n e  a l l  o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  t h e r e  a t  
once ,  s t a c k e d  i n t o  t r u n d l e  b e d s ,  s l e e p i n g  f o u r  a b e d ,  o r  
corwded i n t o  l e a n t c s  o r  a t t i c -  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  Somerby 
s t e p c h i l d r e n ,  o f f s p r i n g  came t c  t h e  C o f f i n  h o u s e  one a t  a 
t ime-  The re  m i g h t  h a v e  been  e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n  a t  home f o r  a 
f o u r  y e a r  p e r i o d  a r o u n d  1670 ,  b u t  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  good t h a t
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some of  t h e  o l d e r  s o n s  and  d a u g h t e r s  would h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  
away, a s  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  s e r v a n t s ,  o r  m a id s  i n  t h e  homes o f  
l e s s  p r o l i f i c  n e i g h b o r s .
A d e m o g r a p h i c  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  C o f f i n  h o u s e  shows
e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  wa x i ng  and  wan ing  a s  one g e n e r a t i o n
s u c c e e d e d  a n o t h e r -  J u d i t h ' s  s e c o n d  y o u n g e s t  c h i l d  had b e e n
mar r i ed  a t  l e a s t  s i x  y e a r s  when t h e  y o u n g e s t  s o n  N a t h a n i e l
>
b r o u g h t  a b r i d e  and  two l i t t l e  s t e p d a u g h t e r s  t o  t h e  h o u s e - 
N e i t h e r  J u d i t h  n o r  S a r a h  e v e r  had t c  w or ry  a b o u t  m a i d s -  One 
g e n e r a t i c r  met  t h e  n e e d s  o f  a n o t h e r -  An a g i n g  g r a n d m o t h e r  
cou ld  c o m f o r t  b a b i e s  and  k n i t  s t o c k i n g s  w h i l e  a more 
e n e r g e t i c  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  s u p e r v i s e d  s l a u g h t e r i n g  o r  b a k i n g .  
Even a v e r y  l i t t l e  c h i l d  c c u l d  f e t c h  and  be nd  and c a r r y  f o r  
he r  m o t h e r  o r  g r a n d m o t h e r .  As t h e  g r a n d p a r e n t s  d e c l i n e d ,  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  g r e w .  By t h e  t i m e  T r i s t r a m  and  J u d i t h  d i e d ,  
N t h a n i e l  and S a r a h  ha d  s o n s  and d a u g h t e r s  o l d  enough  t o  be 
o f  r e a l  h e l p  i n  t b e  f i e l d s  and  t h e  h c u s e -  Scon  t h e  downward  
c u r v e  would  b e g i n  a g a i n .  S a r a h ' s  f a m i l y  c r o s s e d  w i th  
M a r g a r e t ' s  somewha t  e a r l i e r  t h a n  J u d i t h ' s  w i t h  S a r a h ' s ,  b u t  
i n  much t h e  same way- ( f i g u r e  1)
L ook ing  be yo nd  t h e  h c u s e ,  howe ve r ,  t h e  waves  o f  
i n c r e a s e  and d e c l i n e  a r e  f a r  l e s s  p r o n o u n c e d -  I n  t h e  f a m i l y  
a s  a whole  t h e r e  was an a s c e n d i n g  c u r v e  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y -  By 
t h e  t i m e  J u d i t h ' s  l a s t  b a b y  was b o r n  i n  March o f  1669,  s h e  
a l r e ad y  had s i x  g r a n c h i l d r e n .  From 1677 u n t i l  h e r  d e a t h  i n
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1705— t w e n t y - e i g h t  y e a r s — t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  one  g r a n d c h i l d  
born i n  e a c h  y e a r .  I n  t h e  mos t  p r o l i f i c  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  1686 
to 1696,  t h i r t y - e i g h t  i n f a n t s  were b c r n ,  a l m o s t  f o u r  a y e a r ,  
he r  g r a v e s t o n e  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be t a k e n  l i t e r a l l y  when i t  
s a y s  s h e  l i v e d  t o  s e e  177 d e s c e n d a n t s ,  f c r  two of  h e r  f o u r  
s o n s  and  f i v e  of  h e r  s i x  d a u g h t e r s  r e m a i n e d  i n  Newbury,  
wh i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  c l u s t e r e d  i n  n e a r b y  c o m m u n i t i e s .  The 
o l d e s t  s o n ,  J a m e s ,  l i v e d  i n  a h c u s e  s e p a r a t e d  f r om  t h e
f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g  o n l y  by  t h e  d a i r y -  I f  J u d i t h  made any
e f f o r t  t o  a s s i s t  a t  t h e s e  b i r t h s ,  t o  h e l p  d u r i n g  l y i n g s - i n ,  
t o  wa t ch  in  s i c k n e s s ,  and t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  n u r t u r e  o f  h e r  
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ,  a s  many women d i d ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  l u l l  i n  
he r  m o t h e r i n g -  One c a n  i m a g i n e  h e r  g r e e t i n g  e a c h  i n f a n t  i n  
t u r n ,  e x a m i n i n g  n o s e s  and e a r l c b e s ,  c o w l i c k s  o r  b i r t h m a r k s ,  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  wh ich  i d e n t i f i e d  e a c h  c h i l d  a s  
a C o f f i n  o r  a S o o e r b y  o r  a K n i g h t .  Each y e a r ,  h e r  s i g h t  may
have grown more d i m .  Nea r  t h e  e n d ,  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  may hav e
r o c k e d  h e r  i n  t h e  " g r a n d n e t h e r ' s" c r a d l e  wh ich  s t i l l  s t a n d s  
i n  t h e  o l d  h o u s e . £ 1 2 ]
The C o f f i n  f a m i l y  e x e m p l i f i e s  p r e m o d e r n  r e p r o d u c t i v e  
p a t t e r n s  u n d e r  t h e  m cs t  f a v o r a b l e  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e r e  were  no d e v a s t a t i n g  e p i d e m i c s  i n  Newbury 
i n  t he  s e co n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y -  K ing  
P h i l i p ' s  War t o o k  seme ycung  men c f  t h e  t own ,  i n c l u d i n g  J o h n  
Co f f i n  and h i s  h a l f  b r o t h e r  D a n i e l  S c m e r b y ,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t
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touch t h e  c i v i l i a n )  p o p u l a t i o n - [ 13 ] Enoch was t h e  o n l y  one  o f  
t h e  C o f f i n  c h i l d r e n  t o  d i e  l e f c r e  r e a c h i n g  h i s  t e e n s .  
Compared k i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h  and  F r e n c h  p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  which 
d a t a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  C o f f i n  f a m i l y  was e x t r a o r d i n a r y .  I n  
Europe ,  m a r r i a g e s  m i g h t  l a s t  on t h e  a v e r a g e  f rom t w e l v e  t o  
n i n e t e e n  y e a r s .  Among t h e  F r e n c h  p e a s a n t r y  o f  t h e  same 
p e r i o d ,  a b o u t  one  h a l f  o f  r e c o r d e d  c h i l d r e n  we re  d e ad  by t h e  
age o f  t e n ,  w h i l e  i n  r u r a l  New E n g l a n d  b e t w e e n  a g u a r t e r  and  
a t h i r d  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  t o  t h e  age  o f  f i f t e e n .
■ ■ S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g , ” L aw r e nc e  S t o n e  h a s  c o n c l u d e d ,  t h e  
p remode rn  f a m i l y  was " a  t r a n s i e n t  and  t e m p o r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  
both  o f  h u s b a n d  an d  w i f e  and c f  p a r e n t s  and  c h i l d r e n . ” [ 1 4  ] 
S i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l e d  i n  p a r t s  o f  A m e r i c a .  I n  
Midd l e sex  C o u n t y ,  V i r g i n i a ,  D a r r e t  and A n i t a  Butman have  
shown, t w e n t y  p e r c e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  were  o r p h a n e d  b e f o r e  t h e i r  
t h i r t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y ,  t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  a g e  
o f  e i g h t e e n .  The f a t h e r  f i g u r e  i n  V i r g i n i a  h o u s e h o l d s  m i g h t  
have been  " a n  u n c l e  c r  b r o t h e r ,  t h e  m o th e r  f i g u r e  a n  a u n t ,  
e l d e r  s i s t e r ,  o r  s i m p l y  t h e  f a t h e r ’ s  ' n o w - w i f e * — t o  use  t h e  
wording f r e q u e n t l y  f o u n d  i n  c o n v e y a n c e s  and w i l l s . ” [ 1 5 ]
Yet  t h e  C o f f i n  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  s e em s  w e l l  i n  l i n e  w i t h  
e a r l y  d e m o g r a p h i c  s t u d i e s  c f  seme n e a r b y  c o m m u n i t i e s -  Many 
New E ng lan d  c o u p l e s  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  i n t o  o l d  a g e ,  s e e i n g  
t h e i r  p r o g e n y  m u l t i p l y  a r o u n d  t h em .  In  J u d i t h  and 
T r i s t r a m ' s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  n e a r l y  s i x t y  p e r c e n t  c f  c o m p l e t e d
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f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  E s s e x  C c u n t y  t cv n  o f  A n d o v e r  r a i s e d  s e v e n  o r  
more c h i l d r e n  t o  a d u l t h o o d ,  w h i l e  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  a y i n g  
p a r e n t s  i n  t h e  town c r e a t e d  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  and p a t r i a r c h a l  
s o c i e t y  i n  w h i ch  m a r r i e d  s e n s  were e c o n o m i c a l l y  bound  t o  
t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  much a s  t h e  C o f f i n  c h i l d r e n  seem t o  have  b e en  
t o  t h e i r s .  A s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  h a s  been  d i s c e r n e d  i n  I p s w i c h ,  
where d e a t h  r a t e s  seem t c  ha v e  t e e n  even  l o w e r  i n  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h a n  i n  A n d o v e r - [ 1 7 ]
The d e m o g r a p h i c  p r o f i l e  e x e m p l i f i e d  by t h e  C o f f i n  
f a m i ly  was by no mear ~ i rn igue  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Bu t  i t  c o e x i s t e d  
wi th ,  and  i n  seme c o m m u n i t i e s  was s u p e r s e d e d  b y ,  more 
t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  e a r l y  d e a t h  and s e p a r a t i o n  of  
spouse s  and c h i l d r e n .  M o r t a l i t y  r a t e s  a p p r o a c h e d  E u r o p ea n  
l e v e l s  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  S a l e m ,  and  by t h e  s e c o n d  
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  had  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  i n  
i n t e r i o r  t owns  l i k e  A n d o v e r .  Cn t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1700’ s ,  p l a g u e  f o l l o w e d  w a r ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  ’’t h r o a t  
d i s t e m p e r "  ( o r  d i p h t h e r i a )  e p i d e m i c  which  b r o k e  o u t  i n  
K i n g s t o n ,  New H a m p s h i r e  i n  1 735 ,  them s p r e a d  r e l e n t l e s s l y ,  
e a s t w a r d  i n t o  Ma ine  a nd  s o u t h w a r d  i n t o  E s s e x  C o u n t y . [ 1 7 ]  In  
Newbury, i n  O c t o b e r  o f  1735 ,  one f a m i l y  b u r i e d  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  
i n  a s i n g l e  g r a v e ,  two on S a t u r d a y  and two on S u n d a y . [ 1 8 ]  
F a m i l i e s  l i k e  t h e  C o f f i n s  t h r i v e d  i n  a w o r l d  i n  wh ich  
impermanence  was an e x p e c t a t i o n  i f  n e t  a l w a y s  a  r e a l i t y -
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P a t t e r n s  of  p r o p e r t y  and  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a r e  more 
e a s i l y  d i s c e r n e d  t h a n  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and  f e e l i n g s  which 
accompanied  them-  Ye t  some h i n t  o f  t h e  C o f f i n  ’’f a m i l y  o f  
s e n t i m e n t ” s u r v i v e s  i n  t h e  mo s t  a c c e s s i b l e  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
r e c o r d s — t h e  names w h i c h  p a r e n t s  gave  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  
Surnames r e f l e c t  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  and  p a t r i l i n e a l  s t r u c t u r e  
of  New E ng la n d  f a m i l i e s .  Given  names  r e v e a l  a more comp lex  
and v a r i e d  w o r l d ,  a p a r t i c o l o r e d  l a n d s c a p e  n a r k e d  b y  more 
s u b t l e  me t e s  and b o u n d s .  B a p t i s m a l  r e c o r d s  f rom t h e  r e g i o n  
c o n t a i n  such  a p r o c e s s i o n  o f  E l i z a b e t h s ,  Ma ry s ,  S a r a h s ,  
Hannahs ,  D a n i e l s ,  J o s e p h s ,  and  S a m u e l s  t h a t  i t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  
ha rd  t o  d i s c o v e r  any  p a t t e r n  a t  a l l -  Ye t  e v e n  t h e  most  
o r d i n a r y  c f  names was p r cba fc l y  c h o s e n  by d e s i g n .  Names l i k e  
" E l i z a b e t h "  o r  " S a m u e l "  s e l d o m  s p r a n g  d i r e c t l y  f rom 
s c r i p t u r e  b u t  f r o m  e a c h  f a m i l y ’s  i m m e d i a t e  and  mos t  i n t i m a t e  
p a s t .  [ 19]
A f u l l  e x p l o r a t i o n  c f  naming p a t t e r n s  c o u l d  t e l l  u s  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  f a m i l y  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  c o l o n i a l  A m er i ca .
Even t h e  b r i e f e s t  e x c u r s i o n  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  two c o n c l u s i o n s .  
" F a m i l i e s  o f  s e n t i m e n t "  were  n a t r i l i n e a l  a s  w e l l  a s  
p a t r i l i n e a l ,  and  t h e y  were  o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  p a s t .  An 
o c c a s i o n a l  " S e a b o r n "  t e s t i f i e s  t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a new 
wor ld ,  b u t  mos t  names l i t k  t o  a l o n g  c h a i n  c f  p r o g e n i t o r s ,  
wi th  e a c h  g e n e r a t i o n  t u r n i n g  t c w a r d  t h e  one j u s t  b e f o r e .
Most New E ng lan d  c h i l d r e n ,  i f  n o t  named f o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,
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were named f o r  t h e i r  p a r e n t s *  p a r e n t s  or  t h e i r  p a r e n t s *  
s i b l i n g s -  But  c h a i n  i s  t h e  wrong word to  convey t h e  
complexi ty  o f  such bonds-  Because  names came f rcm both 
s ides  i n  rough ly  e g a a l  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  each new fa m i ly  
s y m b o l ic a l l y  j o i n e d  twc b r a n ch i n g  f a m i l i e s  cf  o r i g i n -  The 
g e n e a l o g i s t s  metaphor  i s  b e t t e r -  I n  t c v n s  l i h e  Newbury, 
the r o o t s  and f o l i a g e  of  th e  o l d  f a m i l i e s  s p r e a d  l u x u r i a n t l y  
u n t i l  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t c  d i s t i n g u i s h  k in  from n e i g h b o r .
Were c o l o n i a l  New E n g l a n d e r s  c c n s c i c u s  c f  t h e s e  
e x t e n de d  f a m i l i e s ?  Some o f  them c e r t a i n l y  we re -  I n  1 7 2 2 ,  
T r i s t r a m  and J u d i t h ’ s  n e ph ew ,  S t e p h e n  G r e e n l e a f ,  d e c i d e d  t o  
t a l l y  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  h i s  n a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  
T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n ,  who had  ccme t c  A m e r i c a  i n  1642 w i t h  h i s  
widowed m c t h e r ,  h i s  w i f e ,  and  h i s  f i v e  c h i l d r e n -  S t e p h e n  
remembered h i s  g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r  C o f f i n -  P e r h a p s  h i s  
c h i l d h o o d  memor i e s  h e l p e d  t c  f c c u s  h i s  g e n e a l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t  
on h i s  m o t h e r ’ s r a t h e r  t h a n  h i s  f a t h e r ’ s  f a m i l y -  He c o u n t e d  
1138 d e s c e n d a n t s ,  570 o f  them t r a c i n g  t o  h i s  m o t h e r ,  
E l i z a b e t h ,  o r  t o  h i s  u n c l e  T r i s t r a m ,  t h e  twc C o f f i n  c h i l d r e n  
who r e m a in e d  i n  N e w b u r y - [ 2 0 ]  Fo r  mo s t  p e o p l e  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  
f a m i ly  was p r o b a b l y  l e s s  e x p a n s i v e ,  t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  good 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  c o n s a n g u i n i t y  p l a y e d  a much w i d e r  r o l e  i n  
o r d i n a r y  l i f e  t h a n  i t  d o e s  t o d a y . [ 2 1 ]
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A w ar e n es s  o f  t h e  c l a n  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  n u c l e a r  f a m i l y ,  
however -  T h i s  i s  why na ming  p a t t e r n s  a r e  s o  
i n t e r e s t i n g - £ 2 2 ]  Among t h e  c n e - h u n d r e d - f o r t y - t w o  
g r a n d c h i l d r e n  o f  T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n  and  h i s  s i s t e r  E l i 2 a b e t h  
G r e e n l e a f ,  e i g h t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  were named f o r  p a r e n t s ,  
g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  a u n t s ,  o r  u n c l e s ,  y e t  t h e s e  names  we re  n o t  
chosen  r a n d o m l y .  I n  c h r i s t e n i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  p a r e n t s  
f u l f i l l e d  t h e  B i b l i c a l  command: ' ' Thou  s h a . l t  h o n o r  t h y  f a t h e r  
and t h y  m o t h e r . "  A l m o s t  a s  f r e g u e n t l y  t h e y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  wha t  
must ha v e  t e e n  an e q u a l l y  p o w e r f u l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  need  t o  
r e s t o r e  seme p a r t  o f  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  f a m i l y  now l o s t -  Both 
i m p u l s e s  a r e  am p l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  among t h e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  o f  
J u d i t h  and T r i s t r a m -
On O c t o b e r  31 ,  1637 D e bo ra h  C o f f i n  m a r r i e d  J o s e p h  
Kn igh t  and  h e r  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  Kary became t h e  w i f e  o f  J o s e p h  
L i t t l e -  Cne c a n  o n l y  i m a g i n e  t h e  s u a a e r ' s  p r e l u d e  t o  t h o s e  
autumn w e d d i n g s -  Had cne  s i s t e r ' s  c o u r t s h i p  i n s p i r e d  t h e  
o t h e r ?  Or h a d  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  so n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  somehow 
nudged t h e  f a t h e r  i n t o  s e t t l i n g  h i s  d a u g h t e r s ?  I n  on e  d a y ,  
T r i s t r a m  and J u d i t h  g a i n e d  twc  s o n s -  B e f o r e  t h e  y e a r  was 
o u t ,  t h e r e  were  two new g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  Wary d e l i v e r e d  a 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  i n  J u l y  and  Debo rah  a n o t h e r  i n  O c t o b e r .  Both  
bab i e s  became " J u d i t h . "  I n  n a r r i a g e  e a c h  d a u g h t e r  had l o s t  
her  f a t h e r ' s  name and  i n  a v e r y  r e a l  s e n s e  had  become 
submerged i n  a new f a m i l y  o f  p r o p e r t y ,  t u t  w i t h  t h e  b i r t h  o f
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a d a u g h t e r  e a c h  t u r n e d  b a c h  t c  h e r  f a m i l y  o r  o r i g i n .
I n  t h i s  f a m i l y ,  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r  was t y p i c a l -  Two o u t  o f  
t h r e e  f i r s t  d a u g h t e r s  among t h e  C o f f i n  d e s c e n d a n t s  named one 
c h i l d  f o r  e a c h  g r a n d p a r e n t  cn l o t h  s i d e s -  The new l i t t l e  
J u d i t h s  a l r e a d y  ha d  a t h r e e - y e a r - o I d  c o u s i n ,  J u d i t h  S a nb o r n  
o f  Hampton.  B e f o r e  t h e i r  g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  1 704 ,  t h e r e  
would be  s e v e n  more namesaJces— J u d i t h  P i k e ,  J u d i t h  C l a r k ,  
J u d i t h  Ha l e ,  J u d i t h  L i t t l e ,  and  t h r e e  J u d i t h  C o f f i n s -  T h e r e  
were a l m o s t  a s  many T r i s t r a m s -  A l l  b u t  one o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
named a d a u g h t e r  f o r  t h e i r  m o t h e r  and a son  f o r  t h e i r
f a t h e r -  The one  e x c e p t i o n  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t -  N a t h a n i e l ,  t h e
y ou n ge s t  s o n ,  h e i r  t o  t h e  h e m e s t e a d  and  c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e  
aged m o t h e r ,  t h e  c h i l d  mo s t  v i s i b l y  hound t o  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  
was t h e  o n l y  one who d i d  n o t  p a s s  on t h e i r  na m e s .  P e r h a p s
t h e  h o n o u r e d  p a r e n t s  were  s i m p l y  t c o  much w i t h  h i m .
But  i n  naming  h i s  f i r s t  s e t  " J o h n "  and  t h e  s e c o n d  
" E n o c h , ” K a t h a n i e l  d e m o s t r a t e d  t h e  s e c o n d  p o w e r f u l  m o t i f .  
Both names b e l o n g e d  t c  b r o t h e r s  now dead-  N a t h a n i e l  had 
been s i x  when Enoch d i e d ;  he was e i g h t  when J c h n  went  o f f  t o  
t he  I n d i a E  w a r s -  Bo t h  d e a t h s ,  coming  a f t e r  two  d e c a d e s  
w i t h o u t  a l o s s  mu s t  hv e  b e en  d e e p l y  f e l t  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  
L y d i a ' s  f i r s t  s o n ,  b o r n  i n  1680 ,  m i g h t  h a v e  been  named 
George f o r  h i s  p a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a t h e r  c r  Hoses  f o r  h i s  f a t h e r ,  
t he  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e -  I n s t e a d  he t o o  became J o h n -  Twelve  
days  l a t e r  Deb o r ah  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  h e r  f i r s t  s o n ,  named f o r
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t h e  same l o s t  u n c l e -  The d e a t h  o f  J c h n  C o f f i n  m i g h t  n o t  
a c c o u n t  f o r  e v e r y  one  o f  t h e  J o h n s  among t h e  C o f f i n  
gran'd c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  name i s  a f t e r  a l l  a common o n e ,  b u t  
E n o c h ' s  d e a t h  c e r t a i n l y  e x p l a i n s  t h e  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  by t h a t  
name i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  among t h e  l i v i n g  b r o t h e r s ,  t h e  names o f  
P e t e r  and  S t e p h e n  a p p e a r  b u t  on c e  and  t h o s e  o f  J a m e s  and  
N a t h a n i e l  n o t  a t  a l l .
D ea t h  was  o n l y  one  c f  many p o s s i b l e  m o t i v e s  f o r  
s i n g l i n g  cu t  a p a r t i c u l a r  name .  T h r e e  C o f f i n  c h i l d r e n  named 
a d a u g h t e r  f o r  L y d i a ,  b u t  o n l y  o n e  f o r  D e b o ra h ,  t h o u g h  t h e  
r e a s o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t c  d e t e r m i n e .  Did t h e y  p r e f e r  one 
s i s t e r  t o  a n o t h e r ?  Or  c n l y  h e r  name? N a t h a n i e l ’ s  f i r s t  
d a u g h t e r  was named " A p p h i a , "  a name w i t h  a c u r i o u s  h i s t o r y  
i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  H i s  w i f e ,  S a r a h ,  had  a s t e p s i s t e r  o f  t h a t  
name who was a b o u t  h e r  a g e .  S a r a h  m a r r i e d  h e r  f i r s t  
husba nd ,  Henry D o l e ,  a t  a b o u t  t h e  same  t i m e  t h a t  Apphia  
ma r r i ed  N a t h a n i e l ' s  b r o t h e r ,  E e t e r  C o f f i n -  P e r h a p s  A p p h i a ' s  
remova l  t o  G l o u c e s t e r  e x p l a i n s  why S a r a h  named h e r  f i r s t  
d a u g h t e r  f o r  t h e  now d i s t a n t  s i s t e  Hhen S a r a h  m a r r i e d  
N a t h a n i e l  C o f f i n ,  t h i s  App h i a  was j u s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d -  
Within a y e a r ,  s h e  d i e d .  When a C o f f i n  d a u g h t e r  a r r i v e d  
f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  s h e  t o o  became " A p p h i a , "  i n  r em emb ra nce  o f  
he r  m o t h e r ' s  s t e p s i s t e r  and  h e r  own.
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P a r e n t s  f r e q u e n t l y  c an ed  cne  c h i l d  f c r  a n o t h e r  who had  
d i e d .  I n  March o f  1 6 96 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  D e b o r a h ' s  Jo h n  d i e d  a t  
t h e  age  o f  s i x .  Jihen a n o t h e r  boy was t o r n  n i n e  months  
l a t e r ,  he r e c e i v e d  h i s  b r o t h e r ' s  {and h i s  u n c l e ' s )  name.
Mary had  two J o s e p h s ;  S t e p h e n  had twc  T r i s t r a m s ;  an d  P e t e r  
a s  w e l l  a s  N a t h a n i e l  had  two d a u g h t e r s  named Apph ia -  Su ch  a 
custom may d e m o n s t r a t e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
i d e n t i t y  c f  young  c h i l d r e n ,  a s  some h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  
s u g g e s t e d ,  h u t  i t  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  a now f o r g o t e e n  way o f  
t r a n s c e n d i n g  d e a t h  t h r o u g h  p r o g e n y ,  c f  e x t e n d i n g  and  
e n l a r g i n g  e a c h  f a m i l y ' s  p a s t  t h r o u g h  a l i n k  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  
p r e s e n t .  The c u s t o m  o f  earning a c h i l d  f o r  a dead  s i b l i n g  
was p a r t  of  a l a r g e r  p a t t e r n  o f  r e m e m b r a n c e .  A lmos t  a l l  New 
England c h i l d r e n ,  w h e t h e r  named f a r  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  
a u n t s ,  u n c l e s ,  o r  l o s t  b r o t h e r s  o r  s i s t e r s ,  became  c a r r i e r s  
of  t h e  p a s t .  Each f a m i l y  e ^ s t e d  i n  t h e  sum o f  i t s  p a r t s .
" F a m i l i e s  of p r o p e r t y "  were  b u i l t  upon  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  
l a n d  and l i v e l i h o o d  f rom f a t h e r s  t c  s o n s .  W t i h i n  t h e s e  
f a m i l i e s ,  women we re  s e c o n d a r y  and  d e p e n d e n t .  " F a m i l i e s  o f  
r e p r o d u c t i o n "  were  d e t e r m i n e d  by b i o l o g i c a l  c y c l e s  o f  b i r t h  
and d e a t h .  A l t h o u g h  P r o v i d e n c e ,  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l  c h o i c e ,  
d e c r e e d  how many c h i l d r e n  cne  would have  c r  how l o n g  a 
m a r r i a g e  would s u r v i v e ,  women o f  n e c e s s i t y  s t o o d  a t  t h e  
p h y s i c a l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e s e  f a m i l i e s ,  n e t  o n l y  i n  y o u t h  b u t  i n  
m idd l e  age  a s  t h e  s t a g e  c f  m c t h e r i n g  merged w i t h  t h e  s t a g e
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of g randmother ing-  At t h e  d e e p e s t  l e v e l ,  " f a m i l i e s  of  
s e n t i m e n t"  r e s p o n d e d  t o  a t e n s i o n  between t h e  f e l t  need t o  
p e r p e t u a t e  th e  c l a n  and the  a p p a r e n t  f r a g i l i t y  of  any 
i n d i v i d u a l -  B i r t h  and d e a t h ,  ac re  than any seguence  of 
ac t ion  i n  between,  d i r e c t e d  th e  fo c u s  of f e e l i n g .
A l l  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  h e l p e d  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  i d e a l i z e d  
mothe rhood  m a g n i f i e d  cn t h e  g r a v e s t o n e  o f  J u d i t h  C o f f i n .  
"Grave,  s o b e r ,  f a i t h f u l ,  f r u i t f u l l  v i n e  was s h e " — " g r a v e  and 
so b e r "  b e c a u s e  sh e  s t o o d  a t  t h e  b r i d g e  o f  l i f e  and  d e a t h ,  
" f a i t h f u l "  b e c a u s e  s h e  l i v e d  t o  s e r v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t c  own, 
" f r u i t f u l "  b e c a u s e  i n  h e r  177 d e s c e n d a n t s  sh e  had  s u r m o u n t e d  
m u t a b i l i t y -  R e t u r n i n g  t c  h e r  " S a v i o r ' s  b r e a s t , "  sh e  would 
l i v e  i n  t h e  mem or i e s  o f  h e r  c h i l d r e n  and  h e r  c h i l d r e n ' s  
c h i l d r e n -  D e f i n e d  i n  p r i v a t e  e x p e r i e n c e  and  i n  p u b l i c  
p ronouncemen t  t h e s e  g u a l i t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  m a t e r n a l  
r o l e  i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d .
* * *
w r i t i n g  f rom E n g l a n d  i n  J u n e  o f  1688,  M u r i e l  Mose ly  
s e n t  word t o  h e r  b r o t h e r  N a t h a n i e l  S a l t c n s t a l l  t h a t  h i s  
" d e a r  Mothe r "  had  d i e d .  I h e r e  had  a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  a b r e a c h  
i n  t he  f a n i l y ,  a c o n f l i c t  b e tw ee n  N a t h a n i e l  and h i s  f a t h e r  
ove r  p r o p e r t y -  D e s p i t e  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  M u r i e l  want ed  N a t h a n i e l  
t o  know t h a t  he had  l s o t  " a  p r a y i n g  m o t h e r ,  a C a r f u l l ,  
p a i n f u l l ,  t e n d e r  h e a r t e d ,  s e l f - d e n y i n g  m o t h e r ;  who d i d  what  
she c o u l d  f o r  y o u ,  and  beyond  h e r  p o w e r ;  f o r  s h e  a b r i d g e d
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her  s e l f  o f  n e c e s s a r y s  t h a t  sh e  n i g h t  s a v e  a l i t t l e  f o r  
y o u . " [ 2 3 ]  S a i n t l y  m o t h e r h o o d  was n o t  i n v e n t e d  i n  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n o r  i n  Ame r i c a .  I t  was a t h e m e  d e a r  t o  
devout  C h r i s t i a n s  cn h a t h  s i d e s  c f  t h e  A t l a n t i c -  I n  e a r l y  
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New E n g l a n d ,  i t  became a f a v o r i t e  theme 
of  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  m i n i s t r y -  I n  a s e rm on  p r e a c h e d  a t  t h e  
dea th  o f  h i s  own m o t h e r ,  C c t t c n  Ma th e r  went  so  f a r  a s  t o  
c o n s i d e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  Hc ly  S p i r i t  m ig h t  be  t h e  m a t e r n a l  
member o f  t h e  T r i n i t y -  S i n c e  t h e r e  was a F a t h e r  and a S on ,  
c e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  s h o u l d  be  a Mother  a s  w e l l - [ 2 6 ]  By 1713,  
i la t her  was no l o n g e r  c o n t e n t  t c  p r o c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  c u r s e  o f  
Eve had b e en  wiped o u t  i n  Mary ,  he  was p r e p a r e d  t o  d e f e n d  
Eve h e r s e l f ,  "And t h a t  b r a v e  Homan, b e i n g  S t y l e d ,  The M o t h e r  
o f  a l l  t h e  L i v i n g ,  i t  h a s  i n d u c e d  L e a r n e d  Men t o  c o n c e i v e ,  
.That Eve was,  by b e i n g  t h e  F i r s t  o f  them a l l ,  i n  a p e c u l i a r  
manner,  t h e  Mothe r  o f  a l l  t h a t  L i v e  u n t o  God;  and t h a t  s h e  
was on t h i s  a c c o u n t  {Oh! mos t  Happy Woman!) a M o t h e r  t o  h e r  
own Husband ,  and t h e  I n s t r u m e n t  o f  b r i n g i n g  him t o  B e l i e v e  
i n  t h e  G r e a t  R e d e e m e r . " [ 2 4  ] Twc y e a r s  l a t e r ,  B e n j a m i n  Colman 
r e v e r s e d  an a n c i e n t  m e t a p h o r  i n  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h a t  "Adam b o r e  
t he  Name cf  t h e  Dying  Body ,  Eve o f  t h e  L i v i n g  S o u l . " [ 2 5 ]
In  s u c h  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s ,  t h e  i d e a l i z a t i o n  o f  m o th e r h o o d  
r e c e i v e d  i t s  f u l l e s t  e x p r e s s i o n -  P u r i t a n  m o th e r h o o d  was n o t  
V i c t o r i a n  m o t h e r h o o d ,  h o w e v e r -  T h r e e  c r u c i a l  f a c t o r s  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a t e r n a l  r o l e  i n
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e a r l y  New England.
Is. Mo t h e r s  r e p r e s e n t ed  t h e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  mode  i n  an 
e s s e n t i a l l y  a u t h o r i t a r i a  c s y s t e m c f  c h i l d r e a r i n g .  Men l i k e  
T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n  p r e s i d e d  e v e r  a  w o r l d  o f  f i n i t e  r e s o u r c e s  
and u n c e r t a i n  n e e d -  I n  any  g e n e r a t i o n  a " f a m i l y  o f  
r e p r o d u c t i o n "  m i g h t  o ve rw h e l m  a " f a m i l y  o f  p r o p e r t y . "  Mos t  
men and women had  n e i t h e r  t h e  a b i l i t y  n o r  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  
l i m i t  t h e  f i r s t  n o r  t o  e f f e c t  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  
s e co nd .  T r u e ,  t h e r e  was l a n d  beyond  P e nn a co o k  an d  K i t t e r y ,  
but  t h e r e  we r e  l i m i t s  t c  wha t  c o u l d  be a t t a i n e d ,  c l e a r e d ,  
and ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h i s  e r a )  d e f e n d e d -  For  many r e a s o n s .
New E n g l a n d e r s  a l s o  h a d  a de ep  f e a r  o f  s o c i a l  
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n .  They c h e r i s h e d  s t a b i l i t y  e v e n  when t h e y  
could  n o t  a t t a i n  i t .  To p r o v i d e  f o r  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n s  
bu t  a l s o  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  w h o l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
aged ,  t h e  o r p h a n e d ,  a n d  t h e  widowed,  p a t r i a r c h a l  o r d e r  was 
s een  as e s s e n t i a l .  f a m i l i e s  c c u l d  n e t  be  f e d  on s e n t i m e n t -
2. M o t h e r i n g  was e x t e n s i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e n s i v e .  For  
women l i k e  J u d i t h  C o f f i n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  
t h e r e  we re  a l s o  t e n s i o n s  b e tw ee n  " p r o p e r t y "  and  
" r e p r o d u c t i o n , "  t h o u g h  t h e s e  would be f o c u s e d  upon t h e  
imm ed ia t e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f u t u r e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y — how t o  
keep f e a t h e r s  i n  t e d s ,  f r e s h  n i l k  i n  p o r r i d g e ,  o r  s t o c k i n g s  
on m u l t i p l y i n g  p a i r s  o f  f e e t .  Cnly  i n  i n f a n c y  were  c h i l d r e n  
s imply  c h i l d r e n .  As soon  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  p l u c k  g o o s e  f e a t h e r
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or  dry s p o o n s ,  c h i l d r e n  were  a l s o  s e r v a n t s -  H i r e d  s e r v a n t s ,  
a t  t h e  s a n e  t i m e ,  were  c h i l d r e n ,  n e e d i n g  c l o t h e s  o f  t h e i r  
own, f i r m  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  E i b l e -  I f
'
b ab i e s  we re  r e f e r r e d  t c  a s  " i t , ” t h i s  was n e t  o n l y  a s i g n  o f  
u n d e v e l o p e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  h u t  a l s o  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u a l l y  c h a n g i n g  
b u t  p e r s i s t e n t  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  y o u n g e s t  f a m i l y  member-, a s  
one b a by  s u c c e e d e d  a n o t h e r -  I n  m i d d l e  a g e ,  m o t h e r i n g  
e x t e n d e d  t o  g r a n d m o t h e r i n g ,  h e a r i n g  gav e  way t o  a s s i s t i n g  a t  
b i r t h ,  and ( f o r  some women) t h e  n u r t u r i n g  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  
c h i l d r e n  to t h e  " s c h o o l i n ’ " o f  o t h e r s .
3- Ho th e rh oo d  was s t i l l  c l o s e l y  k e y e d  t o  t h e  f o l k  
co n c ep t  o f  f e r t i l i t y -  W ha te v e r  t h e i r  d e m o g r a p h i c  h i s t o r y ,  
t h e  v a l u e s  o f  e a r l y  New E n g a l n d e r s  were  s t i l l  p l a n t e d  i n  a 
i wor ld  whe re  mos t  c h i d r e n  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e -  To b e a r  c h i l d r e n ,
I and a b ov e  a l l ,  t o  s e e  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  b e a r  c h i l d r e n  were
a c c o u n t e d  r i c h  b l e s s i n g s -  Though r e p r o d u c t i o n  was 
u n c o n t r o l l a b l e ,  t h e  s o u r c e  c f  r e a l  t e n s i o n s  f o r  f a t h e r s  and  
f o r  m o t h e r s ,  i t  was a l s o  h i g h l y  v a l u e d .  l o  hav e  177?' 
f  •
j d e s c e n d a n t s  was t o  a c h i e v e  a c rown on e a r t h -
j'
A l l  t h r e e  p a t t e r n s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a t e r n a l!
r o l e -  I n  a n  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s e t t i n g ,  m o t h e r  l o v e  o r  any o t h e r  
| form of  human l o v e  c o u l d  n e v e r  be an u n q u a l i f i e d  good-  Hhen
i
| t h ey  s o u g h t  a m e t a p h o r  f c r  s p i r i t u a l  n o u r i s h m e n t ,  m i n i s t e r s
I
f r e q u e n t l y  t u r n e d  t o  m o t h e r i r g  and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  
b r e a s t f e e d i n g -  But  s u c h  u n q u a l i f i e d  g i v i n g  was p o t e n t i a l l y
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t r o u b l e s o n e  i n  l i f e ,  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  d i s o r d e r .  " P e r s o n s  
a r e  o f t e n  more a p t  t o  d e s p i s e  a M o t h e r ,  ( t h e  w e a k e r  v e s s e l ,  
and f r e q u e n t l y  m o s t  i n d u l g e n t , )  11 o n e  m i n i s t e r  t o l d  h i s  
c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  A n o t h e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  " b y  r e a s o n  of  h e r  
b l a n d i s h m e n t s ,  and  f o n d  i n d u l g e n c e "  a m o t h e r  was more o f t e n  
s u b j e c t  t c  i r r e v e r e n c e  t h a n  a f a t h e r - [ 2 6 ]  He r e  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  
was n e g a t i v e .  B e c a u s e  i n d u l g e n c e  b r o u g h t  i t s  own r e w a r d  i n  
d i s r e s p e c t d u l  c h i l d r e n ,  a a t e r n a l  l o v e  had  a l w a y s  t o  be  
b a l a n c e d  hy p a t e r n a l  g o v e r n m e n t .
T h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  b e a u t i f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  
" V a l e d i c t o r y  and  M o n i t c r y  W r i t i n g "  which  S a r a h  Goodhae  o f  
I p swich  composed  j u s t  b e f o r e  h e r  d e a t h  i n  1 6 8 1 .  Having  a 
p r e m o n i t i o n  t h a t  h e r  n i n t h  t r a v a i l  wou ld  be h e r  l a s t ,  s h e  
wrote  a l on g  l e t t e r  o f  f a r e w e l l ,  f o l d i n g  i t  up among h e r  
h u s b a n d ’ s  p a p e r s  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t c  ope n  i t  " i f  by  s u dd e n  
de a th  I  a a  t a k e n  away f ro m  t h e e . "  Her p r e s c i e n c e  was deemed 
so r e m a r k a b l e  and  h e r  p i o u s  r e s i g n a t i o n  so  e d i f y i n g  t h a t  h e r  
l e t t e r  a p p e a r e d  i n  p r i n t  r e t  l o n g  a f t e r w a r d .  As a d o c u m e n t  
" p r o f i t a b l e  t o  a l l  t h a t  nay h a p p e n  t c  r e a d  t h e  s a m e , "  i t  i s  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  p e r s o n a l ,  a s  l o n g  p a s s a g e s  o f  s o b e r  a d v i c e  open  
i n t o  d e l i c a t e  v i g n e t t e s  o f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f a m i l y  l i f e .  
Sar ah  u r g e d  h e r  c h i l d r e n  t c  obey  a n d  h o n o r  t h e i r  f a t h e r ,
" f o r  I  must  t e s t i f y  t h e  t r u t h  un t o  y c u ,  and  I  may c a l l  some 
of you t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  y o u r s e l v e ;  t h a t  y o u r  F a t h e r  h a t h  
been l o v i n g ,  k i n d ,  t e n d e r - h e a r t e d  t o w a r d s  ycu  a l l . "  Had t h e
353
c h i l d r e n  any r e a s o n  t o  d o u b t  i t ?  S a r a h ' s  c o n c e r n  s eems  t o
imply t h a t  t h e y  d i d -  P e r h a p s  a n e e d  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  g ro w i n g
f a m i l y ,  t o  s u p p r e s s  any  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  i n d u l g e n c e  i n
h i m s e l f ,  had somehow c r e a t e d  an  e m o t i o n a l  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n
t h e  f a t h e r  and  t h e  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n -  The m o t h e r  s t o o d  i n  t h e
b r e a c h ,  j u s t i f y i n g  and d e f e n d i n g  t h e  s t r o n g e r  p a r e n t .
You t h a t  a r e  g rown up,  c a n n o t  b u t  s e e  how c a r e f u l  
y o u r  f a t h e r  i s  when he c c n e t h  home f rom h i s  work ,  
t o  t a k e  t h e  young o n e s  up i n t o  h i s  w e a r i e d  a r m s ,  
by h i s  l o v i n g  c a r r i a g e  and  c a r e  t o w a r d s  t h o s e ,  you 
may b e h o l d  a s  i n  a g l a s s ,  h i s  t e n d e r  c a r e  and  l o v e  
t o  you e v e r y  o ne  a s  ycu  grew up: I  c a n  s a f e l y  s a y ,
t h a t  h i s  l o v e  was so  t o  you a l l ,  t h a t  I  c a n n o t  s a y
wh i ch  i s  t h e  c h i l d  he d o t h  l o v e  b e s t .
The f a t h e r ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  h i s  r e p r o o f s ,  h i s  " l a y i n g  b e f o r e
you t h e  i l l  e v e n t  t h a t  would h a p p e n  u n t o  y o u ,  i f  you d i d  n o t
walk i n  G o d ' s  w a y s , "  had  a l l  t e e n  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e i r  g o o d ,
Sa rah  t o l d  h e r  c h i l d r e n -  flew c c u l d  t h e y  f o r g e t  i t ?  T h e i r
godly  m o t h e r ,  a b o u t  t o  g i v e  h e r  l i f e  t o  b r i n g  a n o t h e r  c h i l d
i n t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  had  g i v e n  t h e n  h e r  s o l e m n  t e s t i m o n y - [ 27 ]
S a r a h  G o o d h u e ' s  l e t t e r  d e s c r i b e s  a mcde c f  p a r e n t i n g
common i n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a -  T e n d e r  n u r t u r e  and open
e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  a f f e c t i o n  i n  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  gav e  way t o  f i r m
d i s c i p l i n e  and  p i c u s  r u l e - m a k i n g  a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  g r ew-
Parent -s  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e i r  own a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  f r e g u e n t
r e m i n d e r s  of  t h e  c o r r e c t i n g  power  o f  G o d . [ 2 8 ]  A l t h o u g h  b o t h
men and women may h a v e  f o n d l e d  b a b i e s ,  s p a n k e d  t o d d l e r s ,  and
c h a s t e n e d  t e e n s ,  t h e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  s i d e  c f  c h i l d r e a r i n g  was
s y m b o l i c a l l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  m o t h e r s ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  w i t h
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f a t h e r s . £ 3 0 ]  I t  c o u l d  h a r d l y  ha v e  b e en  o t h e r w i s e .  M o t h e r s  
were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  ve ry  s u r v i v a l  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e i r  
e a r l i e s t  and mos t  v u l n e r a b l e  y e a r s ,  f a t h e r s  f o r  t h e  h a r d  
d e c i s i o n s  o f  e m e r g i n g  a d u l t h o o d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of  l a n d  and  
l i v e l i h o o d -
tfhen a f a t h e r  was m i s s i n g ,  t h e  town f a t h e r s  s t o o d  i n  
h i s  p l a c e ,  s o m e t i m e s  c r e a t i n g  v i s i b l e  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  
a u t h o r i t y  and  a f f e c t i o n  a s  m o t h e r  l o v e  s t r u g g l e d  w i t h  
economic  r e a l i t y -  I n  November  c f  1670,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  Wibo roe  
G a t c h e l l  f ound  h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  s t o c k s  f o r  " a b u s i n g "  B i c h a r d  
P r i n c e  and  " o f f e r i n g  t o  t a k e  away h i s  s e r v a n t - "  The s e r v a n t  
was S a t c h e l l ' s  own s o n ,  an  a p p r e n t i c e  t o  P r i n c e - £ 2 9 ]  I n  
a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  Thamar  Q u i l t e r  t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  b r e a k  
t h e  c o n t r a c t  wh ich  bound  h e r  o n l y  s e n  J o s e p h  t o  W i l l i a m  
Buckley c f  I p s w i c h -  When J o s e p h  became  i l l ,  t h e  widow 
Q u i l t e r  made f r e g u e n t  v i s i t s  t o  h i s  m a s t e r ’ s  h o u s e  becoming  
" g r e e v e d  t o  t h e  h a r t e "  a t  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e r e -  H i s  room was 
c o ld ,  s h e  t o l d  t h e  c o u r t ,  and B u c k l e y  was " h a r s h  t o  him ( t h o  
t he  boy a s  i s  w e l l  knewn was i n  g r e a t  e x t r e m y t y e - ) "  When 
Buckley o f f e r e d  t o  l e t  h e r  t a k e  J o s e p h  home,  s h e  was a t  
f i r s t  u n w i l l i n g  y e t  w i t h  " a  m o t h e r s  bowe l  y e r n e i n g  t o w a r d  my 
c h i l d .  - d id  n o t  t u r n e  him t a c k e ;  f e a r e i n g  he m i g h t  p e r i s h - "  
Though she  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  E u c k l e y  had  be en  t h e  one  t o  b r e a k  
t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  t h e  c o u r t s  f o r c e d  h e r  t o  r e t u r n  h e r  s o n . £ 3 1 ]
In  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  c a s e s ,  a f f e c t i o n  s e l d o m  o u t a r g u e d
a u t h o r i t y -
I n  a more s p e c t a c u l a r  c a s e  i n v o l v i n g  young  J o s e p h  
P o r t e r  o f  Sa l em ,  m o t h e r  l o v e  a t  l a s t  t e m p e r e d  j u s t i c e .  I n  
March o f  1664,  P o r t e r  was s e n t e n c e d  t o  s t a n d  i n  t h e  g a l l o w s  
and t h e n  t o  he  w h i p p e d ,  i m p r i s o n e d ,  and  f i n e d .  He m igh t  
have d i e d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  " I f  t h e  m o t he r  o f  
t h e  s a i d  P o r t e r  h a d  h o t  been  ov e rm ov e d  by h i r  t e n d e r  & 
m o th e r ly  a f f e c t i o n s  t c  f c r t e a r e ,  b u t  had  j o y n e d  w i t h  h i s  
f a t h e r  i n  c o m p l a i n i n g  S c r a v i n g  j u s t i c e ,  t h e  C o u r t  must  
n e c e s s a r i l y  h a v e  p r o c e e d e d  w i th  him a s  a c a p i t a l l  o f f e n d e r ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  l a w ,  b e i n g  g r o u n d  upon 5 e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  
word o f  God, i n  D e u t  2 2 : 2 0 ,  2 1 . ” The  B i b l i c a l  d i c t u m ,  n e v e r  
a p p l i e d  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  r e g u i r e d  d e a t h  f o r  a s t u b b o r n  and  
r e b e l l i o u s  c h i l d .  P o r t e r  had  n o t  o n l y  d i s o b e y e d  h i s  
p a r e n t s ,  he had  s l a n d e r e d  them™ When h i s  m o t h e r  t r . i e d  t o  
c o r r e c t  him,  he s a i d  h e r  " t c n g u e  d o e s  l i k e  a 
p e r r i m o n g e r -  " [  32 ]
Goody P o r t e r ' s  t o n g u e  may i n d e e d  hav e  r u n  on " l i k e  a 
p e r r i m o n g e r . u Our  c o n c e r n ,  h ow e v e r ,  i s  n o t  w i th  c h i l d r e a r i n g  
p r a c t i c e s  as  s u c h ,  b u t  w i t h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  
m o t h e r i n g .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  Goody P o r t e r ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and  
even  h e r  n o t i v e s  a r e  o f  l i t t l e  c o n s e g u e n c e .  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
he r  own h u s b a n d ,  s h e  was p e r c e i v e d  a s  " t e n d e r . "  L i k e  S a r a h  
Goodhue,  Thamar  Q u i l t e r ,  and H i b o r o e  G a t c h e l l ,  s h e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  a f f e c t i o n a t e  mode i n  a d u a l  c o n c e p t  o f
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paren  t i n g .
f l o t h e r i n g  i n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d  was e x t e n s i v e  r a t h e r  
t h an  i n t e n s i v e -  a l t h o u g h  g c d l y  m o t h e r s  m ig h t  . b r e a s t  f e e d  
t h e i r  b a h i e s  and  r e m i n d  t h e i r  g r o w i n g  c h i l d r e n  of  t h e  e v e r  
p r e s e n t  c a r e  o f  God,  t h e y  were o f t e n  f o r c e d  t o  t r u s t  t h e  
d e t a i l s  o f  c h i l d  c a r e  t o  s e r v a n t s ,  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n ,  o r  f a t e .  
S e v e n t e e n t h  and  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h o u s e h o l d s  were  b u s y  and 
c l u t t e r e d  p l a c e s  where  a t  an y  g i v e n  moment e v e r y o n e  and  no 
one mig h t  he w a t c h i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n -  When A l i c e  Wal ton  came 
i n  from t h e  f i e l d  a f t e r  t a k i n g  h e r  h u sb a n d  h i s  d i n n e r ,  sh e  
found h e r  t o d d l e r  m i s s i n g -  " I t  was h e r e  J u s t  now 
p r e s e n t l y , "  an  o l d e r  d a u g h t e r  e x c l a i m e d -  But  t h e  m o t h e r  was 
t oo  l a t e -  The c h i l d  had d r cwned  i n  a n  u n f e n c e d  w a t e r  h o l e -  
When Thomas N e v a l l ’ s c h i l d  d r cwned  i n  a t w o - f o o t - d e e p  p i t  
n e a r  h i s  h o u s e ,  h e  s u e d  a n e i g h b o r ,  who had  a p p a r e n t l y  dug 
t h e  p i t  f c r  t a n n i n y .  O t h e r  n e i g h b o r s  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  
t a n n e r  had f i l l e d  i n  t h e  f i t  t u t  t h a t  N e w a l l ’s  own son  had  
dug i t  o u t  a g a i n  t o  k e e p  a l e w i v e s  i n -  H i s  m o t h e r  t e s t i f i e d  
t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  wa o u t  o f  h e r  s i g h t  no more t h a n  t h i r t y  
m inu t e s  t o  an h o u r .  W i t h i n  t h e  h o u s e  t h e r e  were  s i m i l a r  
d a n g e r s .  N i c h o l a s  G i l u a n 0 s f i v e  and  h a l f  y e a r  o l d  s o n ,  
T r i s t r a m ,  f e l l  t h r o u g h  a t r a p  d o o r  i n  a s h o p  cham be r  where  
he was p l a y i n g -  Not  l c n g  a f t e r w a r d s ,  a  G i l m a n  c o u s i n  
“n a r r o w ly  e s c a p e d  d r o w n i n g  b e i n g  f a l l e n  i n t o  a K e t t l e  o f  
Sud s , "  b u t  was " S e a s o n a b l y  Spyd and  p u l l d  o u t  by t h e  H e e l s . "
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Hannah P a l m e r ’ s  d a u g h t e r  was n e t  s c  f o r t u n a t e ,  Whi l e  h e r  
mother  was t i l l  l y i n g - i n  and p e r h a p s  g r i e v i n g  f rom t h e  l o s s  
o f  t w i n s  t o r n  f i v e  d a y s  b e f o r e ,  s h e  f e l l  i n t o  a k e t t l e  o f  
s c a l d i n g  w a t e r  and l i v e d  t u t  a d a y - [ 3 3 ]
Open f i r e s ,  wash k e t t l e s ,  and u n f e n c e d  s t r e a m s  and 
ponds c o m p e t e d  wi th  m e a s l e s ,  whooping  c o u g h ,  d i p t h e r i a ,  and 
i n t e s t i n a l  worms a s  p o t e n t i a l  k i l l e r s ,  y e t  m o t h e r s  had  
l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  d o t e  upon  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e v e n  i n  t h e  mos t  
d a n g e r o u s  ag e  o f  t h e i r  l i f e -  Some p a r e n t s  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  
f r a g i l i t y  o f  l i f e  t h r o u g h  e m o t i o n a l  d i s e n g a g e m e n t ,  a mode 
which c o u l d  l e a d  t o  i n d i f f e r e n c e  i f  n e t  o u t r i g h t  n e g l e c t -  
For  o t h e r  p a r e n t s ,  t h e  imminence  o f  d e a t h  r e i n f o r c e d  a 
co n ce rn  w i th  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  g r o w i n g  c h i l d r e n -  The 
l i t t l e  Maine boy who r e f u s e d  t o  go t o  s l e e p  e a c h  n i g h t  u n t i l  
h i s  m o th e r  had h e a r d  h i s  p r a y e r s  maj  hav e  b e e n  p r e c o c i o u s l y  
p i o u s ,  a s  h i s  m i n i s t e r  b e l i e v e d ,  b u t  he had  a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  
an e f f e c t i v e  way t o  c a p t u r e  and  h o l d  h i s  b us y  m o t h e r ' s  
a t t e n t i o n . [34  ] Fo r  many women, p e r s o n a l  p i e t y  became  a f o r m  
of  n u r t u r e -  H i t h  he avy  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  l i t t l e  t i m e ,  and  
few r e s o u r c e s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  a t  l e a s t  a d m o n i sh  and  p r a y .
I f  m o t h e r s  i n  e a r l y  New En g l a nd  c o u l d  n o t  f o c u s  i n t e n s e  
c a r e  and  c o n c e r n  on any  cne  c h i l d ,  t h e y  c c u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  
n u r t u r i n g  r o l e  i n t o  t h e  commun i ty  i n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  o t h e r  
women i n  c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  i n  c a s u a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e  o f  one 
a n o t h e r ' s  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  t h e  mere f o r m a l  t u t e l a g e  of  s e r v a n t s ,
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and s o m e t i m e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n e i g h b o r h o o d  "dame 
s c h o o l s , 11 w h i ch  w e r e  a s  much s y s t e m s  o f  communal  d a y  c a r e  a s  
" s c h o o l s ” i n  an y  modern  s e n s e . [ 3 5 ]  T h i s  more g e n e r a l  n o t i o n  
o f  m o t h e r i n g  r e a c h e d  i n t o  o l d  a g e .  Among t h e  g e n t r y ,  a 
young man m ig h t  r e m e m be r  b i s  g r a n d m o t h e r  a s  a " t e n d e r  
p a r e n t . "  I n  r u r a l  v i l l a g e s ,  any  o l d  woman was a " m o t h e r "  o r  
a "ga mmar .  36 ]
The e x t e n s i v e  n a t u r e  c f  m o t h e r i n g  a l s o  h e l p s  t o  a c c o u n t  
f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  i n  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  w i t c h e s .  I f  a 
wi t ch  was by d e f i n i t i o n  a bad  n e i g h b o r ,  s h e  was a l s o  a bad 
mo the r .  I n s t e a d  o f  n u r s i n g  b a b i e s ,  s h e  gav e  s u c k  t o  
f a m i l i a r  s p i r i t s  o r  t o  t h e  d e v i l  h i m s e l f -  S i t c h c r a f t  i s  
c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  f e r t i l i t y  i n  i t s  l a r g e r  s e n s e - [ 3 7 ]  
H i t c h e s  k i l l e d  p i g s ,  b l a s t e d  b a b i e s ,  a nd  c a s t  s p e l l s  on 
p u b e s c e n t  g i r l s .  E l e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  l o r e  s u r v i v e d  i n  c o u n t r y  
towns w e l l  i n t o  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y .  Hhen S a r a h  Keene o f  
K i t t e r y  d i s c o v e r e d  what  a p p e a r e d  t o  be an e x t r a  n i p p l e  u n d e r  
one o f  h e r  b r e a s t s ,  s h e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  i t  e n o u g h  t o  a s k  h e r  
n e i g h b o r  E l i z a b e t h  P e t t e g r e w  i f  s h e  t h o u g h t  i t  we re  p o s s i b l e  
t o  be a w i t c h  w i t h o u t  knowing  i t .  Y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  a u r a  of  
w i t c h c r a f t  s t i l l  p u r s u e d  h e r .  Rhen J c h n S p i n n e y  was ro wi n g  
home f ro m t h e  t a v e r n  o n e  e v e n i n g  i n  1 7 25 ,  he  s t r u c k  a t  a 
s p e c t r e  i n  t h e  w a t e r ,  t e l l i n g  h i s  c o m p a n i o n s  t h a t  i t  was 
"Mother Kene o r  t h e  D e v i X . " [ 3 8 ]
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W i t c h c r a f t  b e l i e f  ( a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o m  w i t c h c r a f t  
p r o s e c u t i o n )  c o n f i n e s  t h e  s o c i a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a t e r n a l  
r o l e -  B e ca u se  women were  p e r c e i v e d  t o  have  r e a l ,  t h o u g h  
m y s t e r i o u s ,  p o w e r ,  t h e y  c o u l d  become t h e  f o c u s  o f  communal  
f e a r  and  a n g e r -  Bu t  i t  a l s o  t e s t i f i e s  t o  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
c o m p l e x i t y  o f  m o t h e r i n g  i n  t h i s  i n s e c u r e  a n d  f r i g h t e n i n g  
e n v i r o n m e n t -  As Bruno E e t t e l h e i m  h a s  sh o w n ,  f a i r y  t a l e s  
wi th  t h e i r  wicked  w i t c h e s ,  c r u e l  s t e p m o t h e r s ,  and  f a i r y  
yodm othe r s  a l l o w  c h i l d r e n  t c  s e p a r a t e  t h e  t e n d e r ,  
a l l - g i v i n g ,  s e l f - d e c y i n g  a s p e c t s  c f  m o th e r hoo d  f r o m  t h e  
a n g r y ,  p u n i s h i n g ,  and  r e v e n g e f u l -  Cnly  ty s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  
f r i g h t e n i n g  m o t h e r  f r o m  t h e  r e a l  m o t h e r ,  c a n  a c h i l d  f e e l  
f u l l y  p r o t e c t e d  by h e r - [ 3 9 ]  I n  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
w i t ches  we r e  n o t  f a n t a s i e s  b u t  r e a l i t i e s ,  a  m e a s u r e  p e r h a p s  
o f  t h e  d e p t h  c f  c o n f l i c t  and  n e e d  f o r  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h i s  o f t e n  
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  w o r l d -  T h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  no s u r p r i s e  i n  
f i n d i n g  w i t c h c r a f t  i n  t h e  same t i m e  and  p l a c e  a s  i d e a l i z e d  
mothe rh oo d -
Even on t h e  mo s t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  l e v e l ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
mo the rhood  was c l o s e l y  t i e d  t c  f e r t i l i t y -  As ide  f ro m  a n y  
a b s t r a c t  q u a l i t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r  c r  s p i r i t ,  f r u i t f u l n e s s  i n  
i t s e l f  c o n f e r r e d  s t a t u s -  T h i s  i s  why t h e  c rown  o f  m o t h e r i n g  
came i n  o l d  a g e  when a woman m i g h t  s e e  n o t  o n l y  h e r  c h i l d r e n  
but  he r  c h i l d r e n ' s  c h i l d r e n -  "May [ y c u ]  g l o r i f i  t h e  Lo rd  i n  
h e l p i n g  t o  b u l d  up t h e  h o u s e  c f  j a c c b e  y c r  f a t h e r , ” M a r g a r e t
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T h a t c h e r  wro t e  t o  h e r  a i l i n g  and  p r e s u m a b l y  p r e g n a n t  
d a u g h t e r  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  1686.  F a t h e r  J a c o b  was of  c o u r s e  t h e  
b i b l i c a l  J a c o b ,  b u t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  s e r v i c e  which  t h i s  m o t h e r  
r e n d e r e d  b e ga n  i n  b i o l o g i c a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h o u g h  o f  c o u r s e  
i t  d i d  n o t  e n d  t h e r e .  M i s t r e s s  T h a t c h e r  h o pe d  t o  s e e  h e r  
l i t t l e  g r a n d h c i l d r e n  b e c c a e  " p o l i s h e d  s t c n s "  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o f  
t h e  Lo r d -  " [ T ] he m  i  do h e r t i l i  i n b r a c e , "  s h e  w r o t e - £ 4 0 ]
The b i r t h s  and  d e a t h s  o f  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  t c u c h  
g r a n d m o t h e r s  i n  an e s p e c i a l l y  p o w e r f u l  way, f c r  e a c h  one  was 
i n  some s e n s e  a " r e m a i n d e r 1’ o f  h e r s e l f .  D u r i n g  t h e  
d i p h t h e r i a  e p i d e m i c  o f  1735,  E e b o r a h  J a g u e s  o f  Newbury went  
i n t o  an  u p s t a i r s  c h a m b e r  t o  f e t c h  some c a n d l e s  wh ich  we re  
kep t  i n  a b u s h e l  b a s k e t  u n d e r  a be d .  As s h e  l e a n e d  o v e r  t o  
r e t u r n  t h e  b a s k e t  t o  i t s  p l a c e ,  s h e  saw what  seemed t o  b e  a 
l i t t l e  h a r d  i n  a s t r i p e d  t o y ' s  s l e e v e  t h o u g h  t h e r e  was no 
c h i l d  t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  One week f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  
a p p a r i t i o n ,  h e r  g r a n d s o n  Henry d i e d ,  f o l l o w e d  by E b e n e z e r ,  
and t h e n  by S t e p h e n . [ 4 1 ]
P h i l i p  G r e v e n  h a s  shown t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  e f f e c t  wh ich  
p a t r i a r c h a l  l o n g e v i t y  had  upon " f a m i l i e s  c f  p r o p e r t y "  i n  
e a r l y  New E n g l a n d .  M a t r i a r c h a l  l o n g e v i t y  may h a v e  been  
e g u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  s u s t a i n i n g  and  e n l a r g i n g  " f a m i l i e s  o f  
s e n t i m e n t . "  T h e r e  i s  s u g g e s t i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  i n  a 
g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  f r c n  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  I p s w i c h -  
E l i z a b e t h  R o g e r s  A p p l e t o n  was f o u r t h  i n  a s u c c e s s i o n  of
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godly  g r a n d m o t h e r s  d e s c e r d e  f r c i s  D o r o t h y  D u d l e y -  Her  
g r a n d m o t h e r ,  P a t i e n c e  E e n i s o n ,  d i e d  a t  71-  Her m o t h e r ,  
E l i z a b e t h  S o g e r s ,  was s o m e t h i n g  o f  a m a r v e l  t o  h e r  r e l a t i v e s  
a t  t h e  age  o f  e i g h t y -  E l i z a b e t h  h e r s e l f  o u t l i v e d  b o t h  h e r  
mother  and  h e r  g r a n d m o t h e r ,  d y i n g  i n  1754 a t  t h e  a g e  of  
n i n e t y - o n e -  l i k e  t h e  C o f f i n s  o f  New f u r y ,  t h e  A p p l e t o n s  o f  
I p sw ich  were g i v e n  t o  c o u n t i n g  t h e i r  p r o g e n y ,  b u t  t h e  
de mog ra ph i c  p r o f i l e  c f  t h e  twc f a m i l i e s  i s  s t r i k i n g l y  
d i f f e r e n t -
In t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e ,  E l i z a b e t h  su m m ar i zed  t h e  
f a m i ly  r e c o r d  wh ich  s h e  had k e p t ,  i n t e r s p e r s i n g  b r i e f  
s e n t i m e n t s  among t h e  names  and  d a t e s . [ 4 2 ]  Only f i v e  o f  h e r  
n ine  c h i l d r e n  l i v e d  t o  m a r r y ,  and among t h e s e ,  P r i s c i l l a  
d i ed  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  28 l e a v i n g  c c l y  cue  c h i l d ,  a boy  who d i e d  
h i m s e l f  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  t e n t h  b i r t h d a y -  Iwo o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  
d a u g h t e r s  and  t h e  w i v e s  o f  two o f  h e r  s o n s  l i v e d  t o  t h e  end  
o f  t h e i r  c h i l d b e a r i n g  y e a r s ,  p r o d u c i n g  t w e n t y  g r a n d s o n s  and 
twenty  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s — b u t  f e w e r  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  
s u r v i v e d -  The g r a n d s o n s  were e s p e c i a l l y  v u l n e r a b l e ,  p e r h a p s  
becau se  o f  some i n h e r i t e d  d i s o r d e r  a g g r a v a t e d  by t h e  c u s t o m  
o f  i n t e r m a r r i a g e  among t h e  I p s w i c h  e l i t e -  The f a m i l y  r e c o r d  
o f  D a n i e l  A p p l e t o n  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  g r i m -  H i s  wi f e  ga v e  b i r t h  
t o  e l e v e n  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1 7 1 7 - 1 7 3 6 .  
Only t h r e e  s u r v i v e d -  Cne c f  t h e s e ,  an u n m a r r i e d  d a u g h t e r  
named M a r g a r e t ,  e x p i r e d  a t  t h e  ag e  o f  t w e n t y - t w o ,  a s  h e r
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g r a n d m o t h e r  s a i d ,  " a f t e r  H o r  5 y e a r s  weaknes  and 
l a n g u i s h i n g . "  The s t a t i s t i c s  f c r  D a n i e l ' s  b r o t h e r  N a t h a n i e l  
appea r  c h e e r f u l  o n l y  i n  c o m p a r i s o n .  H i s  w i f e  b o r e  t h i r t e e n  
c h i l d r e n  i n  t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s .  S ix  s u r v i v e d .
Two t h em es  e m e r g e  f rom E l i z a b e t h  A p p l e t o n ’ s  r u n n i n g  
commentary on t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c  r e v e r s a l s  i n  h e r  own f a m i l y  
h i s t o r y -  The f i r s t ,  p r e d i c t a b l y ,  i s  r e l i g i o u s  r e s i g n a t i o n -  
She s eems  t o  hav e  b e e n  c o n s o l e d  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e r  
g r a n d d a u g h t e r  M a r g a r e t  was " u n d e r  g r e a t  c o n v i c t i o n  and 
r e c e i v e d  j o y  and  c o m f o r t "  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  s t a g e  o f  he r  
i l l n e s s .  But  t h e r e  i s  a n g u i s h  a s  w e l l  a s  p i e t y  i n  t h e  
g r a n d m o t h e r ' s  r e f l e c t i o n s ,  a s e n s e  n e t  c n l y  c f  communal  b u t  
of p e r s o n a l  l o s s ,  a s  e a c h  t e n d e r  s h o o t  on h e r  v i n e  was 
b l a s t e d .  " s o  i t  p l e a s e d  Gcd t c  t a k e  away one a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
of  my d e a r  c h i l d r e n ,  I  h o p e ,  t o  h i m s e l f , "  s h e  w r o t e  a f t e r  
t h e  d e a t h  o f  a g r a n d c h i l d .  tfhen a g r e a t - g r a n d d a u g h t e r  d i e d  
very  s u d d e n l y  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t w c ,  she  c o u l d  c n l y  n o t e ,  
" a n o t h e r  b i t t e r  b e r e a v e m e n t  o f  a d e a r  p l e a s a n t  d e s i r a b l e  
grand c h i l d .  "
At t h e  v e r y  end  o f  t h e  r e c o r d ,  Mrs.  A p p l e t o n  b r o u g h t
t h e  two t h e m e s  t o g e t h e r ,  s u m m a r i z i n g  h e r  g a i n s  a n d  l o s s e s
and a f f i r m i n g  h e r  d e e p e s t  h o p e s :
Hea r  i s  an a c c o u n t  o f  a l l  my p o s t e r i t y .
6 s o n s  and  3 d a u g h t e r s ,  20 g r a n d  son  a nd  
20 g r a n d  d a u g h t e r s ,  58 i n  a l l .  33 a r e  
gon  b e f o r e  me- I  hope  I  s h a l l  m e t t  them 
a l l  a t t  C h r i s t ’ s r i t  hand among h i s  
s h e e p  and  l a m b s .  I  o f t e n  l o o k  o v e r  t h i s  
l i s t  w i t h  s o r r c w  b u t  w i t h  c o m f o r t a b l e
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hopes t h a t  t h e y  which ac e  gene a r e  gon 
t o  r e s t  and I  d e s i r e  t h e y  t h a t  s u r v i v e  
may remember t h e i r  c r e a t o r  i n  the  days  
of  t h i r e  y o u t h ,  and f e a r  God b e t i m e s .
E l i z a b e t h  Appleton  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r s e l f  t h e  mother  n o t  o n l y  of
the l i v i n g  b u t  of the  dead— o f  t h e  M a r g a r e t s ,  E l i z a b e t h s ,
D a n ie l s ,  Joh ns ,  and N a t h a n i e l s  who had gone b e f o r e  as  w e l l
as o f  t h o s e  who r e m a i n e d .  She  c o u l d  n o t  knew wi th  c e r t a i n t y
t h a t  a l l  had been s a ved  any mere th a n  she c c u l d  be p o s i t i v e
of her  own e l e c t i o n -  But f a m i l y  p r i d e  as w e l l  a s  r e l i g i o u s
c o n v i c t i o n  gave h e r  "good h o p e s . "
I n  t h i s  s h e  was n e t  a l c n s .  Long b e f o r e  t h e  G r e a t  
Awakening,  New E n g l a n d  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d s  g i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
op t im i sm cf o r t h o d o x  p a r e n t s ,  men and women who knew t h a t  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  were  e l e c t e d  t o  s a l v a t i o n  o r  d a m n a t i o n  by t h e  
supreme w i l l  o f  God and  t h a t  e a r t h l y  b a p t i s m  g a v e  no 
g u a r a n t e e  of  s a l v a t i o n .  Hhen Samuel  S e v a l l ’ s  s i s t e r  
Meh e t a b l e  d i e d  i n  1 7 0 2 ,  h e r  m a rk e r  c o n f i d e n t l y  p r o m i s e d  
r e u n i o n  w i t h  " h e r  g l o r i f i e d  s e n  B i l l i a m , "  a c h i l d  who had  
d i ed  two y e a r s  b e f o r e . £ 4 3 J  I h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  f l e h e t a b l e ’ s 
nephew,  Samue l  Moody,  a s t a u n c h  C a l v i n i s t  who p r e a c h e d  
h e l l f i r e  and d a m n a t i o n  t o  t h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  Maine  
c h i l d r e n ,  a l l o w e d  t h i s  h c p e f u l  s e n t i m e n t  t o  be i n s c r i b e d  
b e n e a th  t h e  winged  d e a t h ’ s h e a d  on t h e  m a r k e r  o f  h i s  i n f a n t  
dau g h t e r  :
EESUEE ECHON
To I m m o r t a l i t y  i n  s p o t l e s s  B e a u t y ,  w i t h  a l l  O t h e r  
B o d i l y  P e r f e c t i o n s ,  a f t e r  t h e  f a s h i c n  of  C h r i s t s  
G l o r i o u s  Body,  i s  e x p e c t e d  f o r  t h e
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Sub a d j a c e n t  Ous t  o f  Lucy Moodey
Mho was b o r n ,  S d i e d ,  J u l y  t h e  6 1705
Thus  B i r t h ,  S p o u s a l s  t o  C h r i s t ,  D e a t h ,  C o r o n a t i o n
A l l  i n  One Day nay h a v e  t h e i r  C e l e b r a t i o n . [ 4 4 ]
For t i n y  Lucy ,  " S p o u s a l s  t c  C h r i s t "  t h r o u g h  b a p t i s m  c o u l d
no t  e n s u r e  a c rown  on h i g h ,  y e t  h e r  b e r e a v e d  p a r e n t s  n o t
on ly  ho pe d  f o r  b u t  e x p e c t e d  " C o r o n a t i o n - "  A f a m i l y  i n  h e a v e n
enlacged a fa m i l y  or  e a r t h .
* * *
He ha ve  d e s c r i b e d  an i d e a l  o f  a c t h e r h o c d  which  f o c u s e d
upon t e n d e r n e s s ,  s e l f - d e n i a l ,  p i e t y ,  and f r u i t f u l n e s s ,  and
which t r a c e d  a p r o g r e s s i o n  f ro m t h e  i n t e n s e  n u t u r i n g  o f
i n f a n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  h a p h a z a r d  b u t  p i c u s  w a t c h f u l n e s s  o f
growing c h i l d r e n  t o  an  o l d  ag e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by eco n om ic
de pendency ,  r e l i g i o u s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  and  an  a b s o r b i n g  c o n c e r n
wi th  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  t h e m e s  a r e  r e a l i z e d
i n  a g r a c e f u l  poem whi ch  Anne E r a d s t r e e t  composed  o f r  h e r
own c h i l d r e n  so m e t i m e  a f t e r  1656-
I  had e i g h t  b i r d s  h a t c h t  i n  ore  n e s t ,
F o u r  Coc ks  t h e r e  w e r e ,  and  Hens t h e  r e s t ,
I  n u r s t  them up w i t h  p a i n  and  c a r e ,
Nor  c o s t ,  n o r  l a b o u r  d i d  I  s p a r e ,
T i l l  a t  t h e  l a s t  t h e y  f e l t  t h e i r  wing .
Mounted t h e  T r e e s ,  and  l e a r n * d  t o  s i n g .
The e m o t i o n s  o f  t h e  m o t h e r  b i r d  t u r n  on two r e l a t e d
i s s u e s — h e r  f e a r s  f o r  h e r  c h i l d r e n  and h e r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  h e r
own c h a n g i n g  r o l e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t c  t hem.  She had  d on e  h e r
b e s t ,  had  b r e d  t h e m ,  f e d  t h e m ,  and  w i t h  h e r  " w i n g s  k e p t  o f f
a l l  h a r m . "  Now t h e r e  was l i t t l e  s h e  c o u l d  do b u t  p r a y  t h a t
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he r  c h i l d r e n  wou ld  a v o i d  t h e  " F o w l e r s  s n a r e . "  M e a n w h i l e ,  she  
cou ld  s i t  i n  t h e  s h a d e  and  s i n g ,  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  h e r  own 
f l i g h t  i n t o  t h a t  " c o u n t r y  b e y o n d  s i g h t . "
But  t h e  poem d i d  n e t  end t h e r e -  F o r  t h e  a g i n g  b i r d ,
i m m o r t a l i t y  l a y  n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  f a r  c o u n t r y  b u t  i n  h e r  song
and i n  h e r  c h i l d r e n ’ s  m e m o r i e s .
Hhen e a c h  o f  you s h a l l  i n  y o u r  n e s t  
Among y o u r  young  o n e s  t a k e  y o u r  r e s t ,
I n  c h i r p i n g  l a n g u a g e  o f t  them t e l l ,
You had  a Dam t h a t  l o v ’ d you w e l l .
T h a t  d i d  what  c o u l d  be  do ne  f o r  y o u n g ,
And n u r s t  you  up. t i l l  you were  s t r o n g ,
And f o r e  s h e  o n c e  would l e t  you f l y ,
She shew’ d you joy and m is e r y ;
T a u g h t  what  was g o o d ,  and  what  was i l l ,
¥ h a t  wou l d  s a v e  l i f e ,  an d  wha t  would k i l l .
Thus  g o n e ,  a m o n g s t  you I  may l i v e ,
And d e a d ,  y e t  s p e a k ,  and c o u n s e l  g i v e . [ 4 5 ]
I f  t h e  p o e t  i g n o r e d  t h e  t h r e a t s  w i t h i n  t h e  n e s t  i t s e l f ,  t h e
c r o w d in g ,  t h e  s c r e e c h i n g ,  t h e  i n s i s t e n t  demands  upon t h e
mother  b i r d ,  s h e  was o n l y  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t
e x p e c t a t i o n s  of  h e r  m a t e r n a l  r o l e -  An h o n o u r e d  m o t h e r  was
f r u i t f u l ,  f a i t h f u l ,  t e n d e r ,  and  g i v i n g .  Her  c h i e f  monument
was i n  h e r  p r o g e n y .
The C o f f i n  g r a v e s t o n e s  c a n  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  b u r y i n g  
g r o u n d  o p p o s i t e  t h e  C o f f i n  h o u s e ,  new owned by  SPNEA, 
16 High Bo a d ,  Newb ur y ,  M a s s a c h u s e t s s .  The  e p i t a p h s  
h a v e  b e e n  p r i n t e d  i n  J c s h u a C c f f i n ,  A S k e t c h  o f  t h e  
H i s t o r y  c f  Ne w bu ry . Ne w tu r y p o r t  a nd  Wes t  Newbur y, 
{ B o s to n :  1845 ;  r p t .  Newbury,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s :  P e t e r  
B a n d a . l l ,  1977) , p .  402-
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  J o h n  J .  W a t e r s ,  J r . ,  The C t i s  Fa mi ly  i n  
P r o v i n c i a l  a n d  Be v o l u t i o n a r y  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  (Chape l  
H i l l ,  N-C- :  1968) , which  had  a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  t o  s a y  
a b o u t  e v e n  s o  p o l i t i c a l  an O t i s  a s  Mercy  W a r r e n .
P h i l i p  G r e v e n * s  F o u r  Ge n e r a t i o n s ;  Po p u l a t i o n ,  l a n d , and 
Fami l y  i n  C o l o n i a l  An d o v e r . M a s s a c h u s e t t s  ( I t h a c a ,
N - Y - , 1 9 7 0 ) ,  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on f a t h e r s  and  s o n s -  Edmund 
S- Morgan,  i n  The P u r i t a n  Fami  l y  (New York :  H a r p e r ,  
1966 ,  1944) a r g u e d  t h a t  by t h e  end o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  " t h e o l o g y  became  t h e  h a n d m a id  o f  g e n e a l o g y , "  p.  
186.
I -  B o d i n ,  The S i x Eooke s  o f  a Commonweals ,  t r a n s -  
R i c h a r d  K n o l l e s ,  (London :  1 6 0 6 ) ,  p -  9-
The D i a r i e s  o f  Ben i  a min l y n d e  and  o f  B e n j a m i n  Lynde , 
J r .  ( B o s t o n :  1 8 8 C ) , p .  164 .
Ly n d e  D i a r i e s ,  p .  6 2-
T r i s t r a m ' s  w i l l  h a s  been  p r i n t e d  i n  O l d - T im e  New 
l a a i i a d ,  XX: 1 ( J u l y  1 9 2 9 ) ,  p.  1 0 - 1 1 .
J a m e s  H e n r e t t a ,  " F a m i l i e s  and  F a r m s :  H e n t a l i t e ' s  i n  
P r e i n d u s t r i a l  A m e r i c a , "  WMQ, T h i r d  S e r i e s ,  XXXV:1 
( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 8 ) ,  pp .  2 1 - 3 2 -
R i c h a r d  C a n d e e ,  "Random N o t e s  On The C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n  J r .  House ,  Newbury,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s , "  I S ,  C o f f i n  H o u s e -  The e a r l i e r  
" t h r e e - s t a g e "  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  now g u e s t i o n e d  
by SPNEA- ( P e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  A b b o t t  L o w e l l  
Cummings ,  J a n u a r y  1 5 8 0 ) .
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9.  C o f f i n ,  Newbury , p p .  1 7 5 ,  1 9 2 ,  2 0 9 - 2 1 0 ,  2 1 8 ,  2 3 2 ,  2 3 6 ,  
239 .
10- I  ha ve  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a box o f
u n c a t a l o g u e d  C o f f i n  f a m i l y  p a p e r s  a t  SPNEA h e a d g u a r t e r s  
i n  B o s t o n .  I  i n t e n d  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e s e  more t h o r o u g h l y ,  
b u t  I  h a v e  n o t  y e t  t e e n  a b l e  t c  do s c -  A c u r s o r y  l o o k  
a t  N a t h a n i e l ' s  a c c o u n t  b o o k s  and a t  t h e  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  
p a p e r s  w i t h  t hem s u g g e s t s  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  p i c t u r e d  i n  
e a r l i e r  a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y -
11. J u d i t h  and  T r i s t r a m ' s  d e s c e n d a n t s  s e r e  t r a c e d  u s i n g
g e n e a l o g i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  O l d -T ime  Ne w Eng l a n d ,  XX:1, 
pp .  1 1 - 1 2 :  C o f f i n  T Newbur v , pp« 3 18, 298 ,  204,
3 0 8 ,  2 9 9 ,  2 9 3 ,  3 0 7 ;  KID,  p.  604 ,  and Geo rge  Kuhn 
C l a r k e ,  The D e s c e n d e c t s  c f  N a t h a n i e l  C l a r k e  and  Hi s  
l i f e  E l i z a b e t h  S omerby  c f  Kewburv,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  
( B o s t o n :  1902)  ,  pp.  2 8 - 2 9 -
12- T h e r e  i s  a  s i m i l a r  c r a d l e  i n  t h e  S w e t t - I l s e y  h o u s e  i n  
Newbury and a t  O ld  S t u r b r i d g e  V i l l a g e -
13. C o f f i n ,  Newbury , p .  1 1 9 ,  D a n i e l  Somerby M i l l ,  28 Harch 
1676 ,  E s s e x  C o u n t y  P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s ,  2 5 84 2 -  Somerby 
a p p o i n t e d  "my f a t h e r  C o f f i n "  and  "my b r o t h e r  N a t h a n e l l  
C l a r k e "  ( h i s  s i s t e r ' s  h u s b a n d )  a s  h i s  e x e c u t o r s .  H i s  
h a l f  s i s t e r  Mary C o f f i n  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  s i l l .
14. Lawrence  S t o n e ,  The l a m i l y . Sex  an a Marr  i a q e  i n
E n g l a n d . 150 0 -18  0 0 . (London:  H a r p e r  £ Sow, 1 9 7 7 ) ,  pp.
15- D a r r e t t  B- and  A n i t a  H- f l u tman ,  " N o u - H i v e s  and
S o n s - i n - l a w :  P a r e n t a l  Dea th  i n  a S e v e n t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  
V i r g i n i a  C o u n t y , "  i n  Thad N- l a t e  and  Dav id  I .
& tamer man, e d - , The C h e s a p e a k e  i n  t h e  S e v e n t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y . ( M i I l i a a s b u i g , V i r g i n i a :  I n s t i t u t e  o f  E a r l y  
Ameri can  H i s t o r y  and C u l t u r e ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  pp .  162,  1 6 7 - 1 6 8 .
16„ Gr even ,  F o u r  Ge n e r a t i c n s , pp.  30 ,  11, 16- Sus an  L-
N o r t o n ,  " P o p u l a t i o n  Growth  i n  C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a :  A S t u d y  
o f  I p s w i c h ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , "  P o p u l a t i o n  S t u d i e s . XXV 
( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  p p .  4 4 0 - 4 4 2 .
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17. M a r i s  V i n o v s k i s ,  ’’ M o r t a l i t y  R a t e s , "  J o u r c a 1 o f  Ec on o m i c  
H i s t o r y  XXXII ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  pp.  1 9 8 - 1 9 9 .
18- C h a r l e s  E.  C l a r k ,  The E a s t e r n f r o n t i e r ,  pp .  2 7 4 - 2 7 7 -  
C o f f i n ,  Ne wb u r y , p -  2 0 4 .
19. e . g .  i n  S a l i s b u r y ,  Mass .  C h u r c h  r e c o r d s  f o r
1 7 1 8 - 1 7 3 0 ,  e i g h t  names  a c c o u n t  f o r  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  234 
f e m a l e  e n t r i e s .  The names  a r e :  Ha n na h ,  Mary,  S a r a h ,  
A b i g a i l ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  J u d i t h ,  M e h i t a b e l ,  and  R u t h .
(The re  were 43 names  i n  a l l ) .  At O y s t e r  R i v e r  d u r i n g  
t h e  same p e r i o d  ( 1 7 1 6 - 1 7 2 7 ) ,  t h e  same t o p  f i v e  names 
d o m i n a t e d  t h e  l i s t -  T he r e  was o n l y  o n e  M e h i t a b e l ,  b u t  
s i x  T e m p e r a n c e s ,  and n i n e  S u s a n n a s .  T h a t  B i b l i c a l  
names  u s u a l l y  c a r r i e d  f a a i l y  m e a n i n g s  a s  w e l l  i s  
s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e  " V a l e d i c t o r y  and M o n i t o r y  W r i t i n g  o f  
S a r a h  Go o d hu e , "  i n  W a t e r s ,  I c s w i c h , p .  522 a nd  i n  t h e  
S e a b o rn  C o t t c n  C c m s c n p l a c e  Boo k ,  MS, Hew E ng l an d  
H i s t o r i c  G e n e a l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  pp.  185-187,, ,
20. C o f f i n ,  Newbury . p .  299 -
21.  C h a r l e s  G. S t e f f e n ,  "The  S e w a l l  C h i l d r e n  i n  C o l o n i a l
New E n g l a n d , "  NEHGE, 131 ( 1 9 7 7 ) ,  p p .  163 -171  shows  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  e x t e n d e d  k i n  n e t w o r k s  i n  t h e  
c h i l d r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  o f  Samue l  S e w a l l  o f  B o s t o n  and  
h i s  Salem and  Newbury r e l a t i v e s .
22- T h e r e  ha v e  b e e n  some s t u d i e s  o f  naming p a t t e r n s  i n  New 
E n g l a n d ,  b u t  a l l  u s i n g  l i n e a l  f a m i l y  na me s .  To r e c o v e r  
t h e  f u l l  i m p o r t a n c e  c f  naming  p a t t e r n s  r e g u i r e s  f a m i l y  
r e c o n s t i t u t i o n .  D a n i e l  S c c t t  S m i t h ,  i n  an  u n p u b l i s h e d  
s t u d y  o f  Hingham f a m i l i e s ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  
we re  i m p o r t a n t  i n  p e r p e t r a t i n g  l i n e a g e .  Which l i n e a g e ?  
S m i t h ' s  s t u d y  i s  q u o t e d  by Mary Be th  N o r t o n ,  L i b e r t y ' s  
Da u q h t e r s . ( B o s t o n - T o r o n t o : L i t t l e ,  Brown an d  Company,  
1980 ) ,  pp .  8 5 - 8 6 .
23.  S a l t c n s t a l l  P a p e r s ,  I ,  185 .
24.  C o t t c n  M a t h e r ,  M a t e r n a l  C o n s o l a t i o n s  o f  God ( B c s t o n ,  
1 7 1 4 ) ,  pp .  2 4 - 2 5 -  and l a t i t ha  S e d i v i v a . An Es say  t o  
S § s c r i b e  and  Commend The Go o d Wo r k s  o f  a V i r t u o u s  Woman 
( B o s t o n ,  1 7 1 3 ) ,  p .  “ 23-
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25- B e n j a m i n  Cc lman ,  Seme c f  t h e  H a g e r s  t h a t  Rel i g i o n  Does 
Unto t h e  f r u i t f u l  A e t h e r s  i n  I s r a e l -  ( B o s t o n ,  1 7 1 5 ) ,  p .
77
26- Fo r  p o s i t i v e  i m a g e r y  s e e  f c r  e x a m p l e  Samuel  Moody, The 
C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  Cov e n a n t - ( B o s t o n ,  1716) , p .  24 ;  J o h n  
C o t t o n *  S p i r i t u a  1 Mi l k  f c r  B o s t o n  Babes  ( C a m b r i d g e ,  
16 5 6 ) ;  f o r  m i n i s t e r i a l  m e t a p h o r ,  n o t e  l e t t e r  f rom 
J o s e p h  and Anna G e r r i s h  t c  " D e a r  S i s t e r "  i n  which t h e y  
lameEt t h a t  J o s e p h  G r e e n ,  m i n i s t e r  a t  S a l em  V i l l a g e ,
. had  d i e d  y o u n g ,  " h i s  b r e a s t  f u l l  o f  m i l k , "  J e f f r e y  
P a p e r s *  MS, E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e -  For  c a u t i o n a r y  comment s :  
Be n j amin  W a d s w o r th ,  The We 11- -O rd e r ed  F a m i l y  ( B o s t o n ,  
1712)  p .  92;  J o h n  F l a v e l l ,  A D i s c o u r s e  ( B o s t o n ,  1 7 2 8 ) ,  
p .  5.
27- S a r a h  Goodhue ,  "A V a l e d i c t o r y  and  M o n i t o r y  w r i t i n g , "  
r e p r i n t e d  i n  Thomas F r a n k l i n  W a t e r s ,  I p s w i c h i n  t h e  
Mas s a c h u s e t t s  Bay Co l o n y - ( I p s w i c h ,  Mass :  I p s w i c h  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 0 5 ) ,  p p .  5 1 9 - 5 2 4 .
28- G r e v e n ,  The P r o t e s t a n t  Temper  a m e n t . P a r t  I ,  p a s s i m ,  
and John  Demos,  A L i t t i e  Common weal t h , p p .  1 3 1 - 1 3 9 ;  
S t o n e ,  F a m i l y ,  p .  2 0 9 - 1 5  and D a v i d  S t a n n a r d ,  The 
P u r i t a n  Way o f  D e a t h :  A St u d y  i n  Re l i g i o n . C u l t u r e  - and 
Soca i l  Ch a n g e - (New S o r k :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  
1977 ) ,  pp .  6 4 - 6 6 .
29- G r e v e n ,  pp.  2 2 - 2 4 .
30.  E s s e x F i l e s -  IV* 3 10 ,  403 .
31.  E s s e x  F i l e s .  I I *  2 7 5 - 2 7 6 .  S e e  a l s o  E s s ex F i l e s - I I ,  p .  
28 ,  and V, 4 1 7 - 4 1 6 .
32- E s s e x  F i l e s . I I *  3 3 5 - 3 3 8  ; J ames  A x t e l l ,  S c h o o l h o u s e 
U£on~A H i l l  ( ) ,  p .  1 5 6 - 1 5 9 .
33- New H a m p sh i r e S t a t e  P a c e r s  - XXXX* 127 .  May, 1657;
Es sex  F i l e s . I l l ,  2 82 ;  N i c h o l a s  G i lman  D i a r y ,  p .  192;  
Hannah P i c k e r i n g  e n t r i e s  f c r  J a n -  1 7 - 2 3 ,  1712,  i n  
Burbank  D i a r y ,  MS, E s s e x  I n s t i t u e ,  S a l e m ,  Mass .
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34. Samuel  Moody, C h i l d r e n  c f  the  C o v e n a n t ,  p. 4 2 .
35. Lucy Larcom s u g g e s t e d  t h i s  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  dame s c h o o l s ,  
A Hev E n g l a n d G i r l h o o d , ( E o s t o n ,  18 89,  r p r .
G l o u c e s t e r ,  Mass :  P e t e r  S m i t h ,  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  3 9 - 4 5 .
A s h l e y  B o w e n ' s  d a u g h t e r  Hannah s t a r t e d  s c h o o l  a t  f o u r ;  
The J o u r n a l s  o f  A s h l e v  Bcwen _cf M a r b l e h e a d ,  e d .  P h i l i p  
Chadwick  F o s t e r  S m i t h ,  P u b .  C o l .  S o c .  M a s s , 44 
( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  184.  Peggy  H o l yo ke  was t w o ,  Hol y o k e  D ia r i e s , 
p .  63.  Dame s c h o o l s  were  r andom and  q u i t e  i n f o r m a l .
36.  J o n a t h a n  B e l c h e r  e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  " e x t e n d e d "  n o t i o n  o f  
m o t h e r i n g  o v e r  a nd  e v e r  a g a i n  i t  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  Mary 
P a r t r i d g e ,  h i s  w i f e ' s  m o t h e r .  He r e m i n d e d  h e r  t h a t  s h e  
owed him h e r  p r a y e r s  b e c a u s e  s h e  was h i s  m o t h e r ,  t h a t  
she  s h o u l d  b o t h  p r a y  f o r  and w r i t e  t o  h e r  g r a n d s o n  
J o n a t h a n  who was i n  E n g l a n d  ( "h e  i s  y o u r  C h i l d " ) , a nd  
he begged  h e r  t o  t a k e  i n  a b l a c k  s e r v a n t  named J u b a  who 
was g i v i n g  B e l c h e r  t r o u b l e  and  t e a c h  h i n  t o  b e h a v e .
(The e x p e r i m e n t  d i d n ' t  w o r k ) .  See f o r  e x a m p l e ,
J o n a t h a n  B e l c h e r  l e t t e r b o o k ,  I I ,  Nov. 12,  1731;  
November 22 ,  1731 ;  F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 7 3 1 / 2 ;  I I I ,  A p r i l  2,  
1733 ;  November  5 ,  1733;  I V ,  November  2 5 ,  1 7 3 4 ,  MS, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .
37. Chadwick  Hansen  n a k e s  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  W i t c h c r a f t  At Sa l em 
(New York :  G e o r g e  B r a z i l l e r ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp .  2 - 3 ,  t h o ug h  
d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  d e v e l o p  i t  v e r y  much.
38- MPCR, VI ,  2 0 8 - 2 1 6 ;  Nea l  S.  A l l e n ,  J r . ,  "A Maine
W i t c h , "  Old Time New E n g l a n d , LXI ( W i n t e r  1 9 7 1 ) ,  pp.  
7 5 - 8 1 .
39.  Brunc  B e t t e l h e i m ,  The Us e s  o f  E n ch an t m e n t ,  (New York :  
V i n t a g e ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p p .  6 6 - 7 0 ;  P a u l  Boye r  and S t e p h e n  
Ni ssenhaum make u s e  c f  t h e  " w i c k e d  s t e p m o t h e r "  ima ge  i n  
t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  o f  w i t c h c r a f t  i n  Sa l em P o s s e s s e d . 
(C ambr i dge ,  Mass .  and London :  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  c o n f i n e  i t  e n t i r e l y  t o  
p r o j e c t i o n  o f  a n g e r  a g a i n s t  a r e a l  s t e p m o t h e r  who h ad  
t a k e n  away l a n d -
40. L e t t e r  f r om M a r g a r e t  T h a t c h e r ,  28 O c t o b e r  1 6 8 6 ,  Curwen 
F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  I I I ,  MS, E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e ,  S a l em ,  Mass .
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41.  S t e p h e n  J a g u e s  J o u r n a l ,  KS, Es s ex  I n s t i t u t e -  A l s o  
q u o t e d  i n  C o f f i n ,  Newbury . p.  2 0 4 .
42- NEHCR, XXVII I ,  3 6 - 3S.  A l l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  A p p l e t o n  
g e n e a l o g y  a r e  t a k e n  f rom t h i s  r e p r i n t  o f  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  
r e c o r d .  T h e r e  i s  some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  g e n e a l o g y  was a f e m a l e  t o l e .  I n  a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  t o  
h i s  Aunt  A l i c e  Dummer i n  1701 ,  Sa m ue l  S e w a l l  a s k e d  h i s  
g r a n d m o t h e r ’ s  ma iden  names "My Mothe r  b e i n g  d e a d ,  
a l m o s t  a l l  my Memory i s  de ad  w i t h  h e r , ” he w r o t e .
L e t t er - B o o k . p .  2 6 5 .  E a r l i e r  he  had r e c e i v e d  an  
" a c c o u n t  o f  my F a t h e r ' s  f a m i l y "  f r om  h i s  s i s t e r s  Hannah 
Toppan  and  M e b e t a h e l  Mccdey o f  Newbury ,  D i a r y . I ,  p.  
292 .  B e n j a m i n  L y n d e ,  S r .  r e l i e d  on h i s  s i s t e r  f o r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  f a m i l y ,  Lvnde  
D i a r i e s , p .  128 .  Mrs-  Mary S l o p e r  o f  P o r t s m o u t h  k e p t  
a c a r e f u l  r e c o r d  c f  h e r  p a r e n t s ’ f a m i l y ,  C h a r l e s  S.  
B r e w s t e r ,  Ramb le s  a b o u t  P o r t s m o u t h ,  Second  S e r i e s  
{ P o r t s m o u t h ,  N . H . :  1869;  r p r .  P o r t s m o u t h :  New 
Ha m ps h i r e  P u b l i s h i n g  Company,  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p p .  5 1 - 5 2 .
43.  C o f f i n ,  Newbury , p.  3 1 0 ,  40 1 ;  c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n
m ig h t  be a b l e  t o  t i e  r e l i g i o u s  t hem es  t o  v i s u a l  t h e m e s .  
A l l a n  I .  L u d w i g ,  G ra v e n  I m a g e s :  New En g l a n d 
S t o n e c a r v i n o  a nd  i t s  Symbol s , 1650- 1 8 1 5  (Midd l e town  
Conn :  W es l eyan  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1966) shows  t h a t  New 
E n g la n d  s t o n e  c a r v e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t o w n s  
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  V a l l e y ) , d e v e l o p e d  s o u l  
i c o n s , "  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  " e n t h u s i a s t i c  s y m b o l s  o f  t h e  
p r i m i t i v e  c h u r c h  t h a n  t c  t h e  i n d i r e c t  emblems  and 
s y m b o l s ,  n a r r a t i v e s  and  a l l e g o r i e s  o f  t h e  b a r o g u e  
p e r i o d  i n  E n g l a n d ; "  p .  2 3 6 - 2 3 7 .
44. o l d  Gaol  B u r y i n g  G r c u n d ,  V c r k ,  Ma ine .  Ray W i l b u r  
d i r e c t e d  me t o  t h i s  s t o n e  and e x p l a i n e d  i t s  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .
45. Anne B r a d s t r e e t ,  Works . ed -  E l l i s ,  pp .  4 0 0 - 4 0 3 .
P a r t  I h t e e  
JA El
371
Bl es se d  a b o v e  women s h a l l  J a e l  t h e  w i f e  o f  Hefcer t h e  
K e n i t e  be ,  b l e s s e d  s h a l l  s h e  be a b o v e  women i n  t h e  t e n t -
He a s k e d  w a t e r ,  and  s h e  gav e  him m i l k ;  s h e  b r o u g h t  
f o r t h  b u t t e r  i n  a  l o r d l y  d i s h .
She p u t  h e r  han d  t o  t h e  n a i l ,  and  h e r  r i g h t  hand  t o  
t o  t h e  workman’ s hammer;  and w i t h  t h e  hammer she smote  
S i s e r a ,  she  smo te  o f f  h i s  h e a d ,  when s h e  had  p i e r c e d  and  
s t r i c k e n  t h r o u g h  h i s  t e m p l e s .
At h e r  f e e t  h e  b ow ed ,  he  f e l l ,  h e  l a y  down:  a t  h e r  
f e e t  he t owed ,  he f e l l :  where  he b ow ed ,  t h e r e  he f e l l  
down d e a d .
The m o t h e r  o f  S i s e r a  l o c k e d  c u t  a t  a  window,  an d  c r i e d  
t h rough  t h e  l a t t i c e ,  Hhy i s  h i s  c h a r i o t  so  l o r g  i n  coming  
why t a r r y  t h e  w h e e l s  o f  h i s  c h a r i o t s ?
Her  wise  l a d i e s  a n s w e r e d  h e r ,  y e a ,  s h e  r e t u r n e d  
answer t o  h e r s e l f .
Have t h e y  n o t  s p e d ?  hav e  t h e y  n o t  d i v i d e d  t h e  p r e y ;  t o  
every  man a d a m s e l  o r  two ;  t c  S i s e r a  a p r e y  o f  d i v e r s  
c o l o u r s ,  a p r e y  o f  d i v e r s  c o l o u r s  o f  n e e d l e w o r k  cn b o t h  
s i d e s ,  meet  f o r  t h e  n e c k s  c f  them t h a t  t a k e  t h e  s p o i l ?
So l e t  a l l  t h i n e  e n e m i e s  p e r i s h ,  C L o r d :  b u t  l e t  t hem
t h a t  l o v e  him be a s  t h €  sun  when he  g c e t h  f o r t h  i n  h i s  
migh t .
J u d g e s  5 : 2 4 - 3 1  ’'The Seng 
c f  D e b o r a h "
3 1 3
C h a p t e r  S i n e  
B l e s s e d  Above Women
By 1698 t h e  mo s t  f a m o u s  woman i n  New E n g l a n d  was Hannah
Duston o f  H a v e r h i l l .  C o t t o n  Ma the r  had  p u b l i s h e d  h e r  s t o r y
t w i c e ,  f i r s t  i n  a s e r mo n  p r i n t e d  i n  1697 and  a g a i n  t h e  n e x t
yea r  i n  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  " t h e  Lcng  War,  which  New-England h a t h
had w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n  S a l v a g e s . "[ 1 ] J o h n  P i k e ,  so m e t i m e
m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  s t r a g g l i n g  v i l l a g e  o f  Cocheco  ( D o v e r ) , New
Hampshi r e ,  may have  l e a r n e d  t h e  s t o r y  f i r s t  f r om  M a t h e r ' s
a c c o u n t s ,  b u t  news o f  H a n n a h ' s  e x p l o i t  p r o b a b l y  s p r e a d  e v e n
more r a p i d l y  by word  c f  mcuth a l o n g  t h e  n i l i t a r y  c o r r i d e r s
l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  war t o r n  e a s t e r n  p a r t s .  To t h e  l i s t  o f
" O b s e r v a b l e  P r o v i d e n c e s "  c o l l e c t e d  i n  h i s  j o u r n a l  f o r  t h e
yea r  1697,  he ad ded :
March 1 5 . —  The I n d i a n s  f e l l  upcn some 
p a r t  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  a b o u t  7 i n  t h e  
m o r n i n g ,  k i l l e d  and  c a r r i e d  away 39 o r  
40 p e r s o n s .  Two o f  t h e s e  c a p t i v e  women, 
v i z .  D u s t o n  and  N e f f ,  ( w i t h  a n o t h e r  
young man, )  s l e w  t e n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  and  
r e t u r n e d  home w i t h  t h e i r  s c a l p s . £ 2 ]
Hannah D u s t o n ' s  d e ed  was s p e c t a c u l a r .  F i v e  d a y s  c u t  o f
c h i l d  b e d ,  sh e  h a d  m arc h ed  a h u n d r e d  m i l e s  i n t o  t h e
w i l d e r n e s s  and  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  c f  h e r  c o m p a n i o n ,  Mary N e f f ,
and a  boy named Sa m u e l  L e n n a r d s c n  had n e t  o n l y  k i l l e d  h e r
c a p t o r s  and  e s c a p e d  b u t  had b r o u g h t  home t e n  s c a l p s  t o  p r o v e
i t . [ 3 ]  L i t t l e  m a t t e r  t h a t  s i x  c f  t h o s e  s c a l p s  were  of
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c h i l d r e n ,  B o s t o n  a c c l a i m e d  h e r  a h e r o i n e .
When Hannah v i s i t e d  t h e  c i t y  i n  A p r i l  o f  1697,  t h e  
mouth a f t e r  h e r  c a p t i v i t y ,  s h e  r e t u r n e d  heme e n r i c h e d  i n  
r e p u t a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  e s t a t e .  Samuel  S e w a l l  e n t e r t a i n e d  
h e r ;  C o t t c n  M a t h e r  i n t e r v i e w e d  h e r ,  t h e n  h o n o r e d  h e r  w i t h  a 
sermon a t  h i s  c h u r c h ;  and  t h e  G r e a t  and  G e n e r a l  C o u r t ,  
r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a p e t i t i o n  f rom h e r  h u s b a n d  Thomas ,  a wa rd ed  
h e r  a s c a l p  b o u n t y  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  p o u n d s ,  w i t h  h a l f  t h a t  
much f o r  e ach  o f  h e r  two c o m p a n i o n s . [ 4  ] Her name and  h e r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  w e re  t o  e x t e n d  bey end  h e r  own t i m e  a n d  p l a c e -  
Canon ized  i n  17 02 i n  M a t h e r ' s  a o n u m e n t a l  B a o n a l i a  C h r i s t !  
Am e r i c a n a . sh e  became an Amer i can  a m a z o n ,  a d e f e n d e r  of  
I s r a e l ,  and an a r c h e t y p a l  h e r c i n e  o f  t h e  new wor ld  f r o n t i e r .  
C e r t a i n l y  h e r  s t o r y  was e x c e p t i o n a l ,  y e t  i t  i l l u m i n a t e s  i n  
i t s  s i n g u l a r i t y  t h e  c u l t u r e  which  p r o d u c e d  i t .
In  C c t t o n  M a t h e r ' s  w o r d s ,  Hannah D c s t o n ' s  h e r o i s m  
i m i t a t e d  " t h e  a c t i o n  c f  J a e l  upon S i s e r i a . " [ 5 ] The B i b l i c a l  
image was a p t .  I n  J a e l ,  B a t h e r  f o u n d  a model  w h i ch  b o t h  
j u s t i f i e d  and  e l e v a t e d  Hannah C u s t o m ' s  d e e d .  The s t o r y  o f  
J a e l  i s  t c l d  t w i c e  i n  t h e  B i b l e ,  f i r s t  i n  a p r o s e  a c c o u n t  i n  
c h a p t e r  f o u r  o f  t h e  book c f  J u d g e s ,  t h e n  a g a i n  i n  c h a p t e r  
f i v e  i n  t h e  p o e t i c  "Song o f  D e b o r a h . "  The t a l e  i s  a s i m p l e  
one.  J a e l ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  Hebe r  t h e  K e n n i t e ,  wel comed t h e  
enemy g e n e r a l  S i s e r a  i n t c  h e r  t e n t ,  f e d  h im,  l u l l e d  him to  
s l e e p ,  and  t h e n  m u r d e r e d  him by d r i v i n g  a t e n t  peg t h r o u g h
3 7 6
h i s  he ad -  Be t o l d  i n  E e b o r a h ’ s  s o n g ,  t h i s  g r i s l y  s t o r y
becomes a n a r r a t i v e  an d  p o e t i c  m a s t e r p i e c e ,  a work which
depends  f o r  i t s  e f f e c t  upon c a r e f u l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e
c o n t r a s t i n g  i m a g e s  o f  J a e l  a s  n u r t u r e r  and k i l l e r -
B l e s s e d  a b o v e  women s h a l l  J a e l  t h e  w i f e  
o f  H e t e r  t h e  K e n i t e  b e ,  b l e s s e d  s h a l l
sh e  be  a b o v e  women i n  t h e  t e n t .
as  s i s e r a  e n t e r e d  t h e  t e n t ,  s h e  went  be yo n d  t h e  o r d i n a r y
demands o f  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  b r i n g i n g  m i l k  and  b u t t e r  when he
asked o n l y  f o r  w a t e r ,  b u t  o n c e  he  s l e p t ,  s h e  a c t e d  c o o l y  and
wi th  r e s o l u t i o n .  P u t t i n g  h e r  hand t c  t h e  n a i l  " s h e  smote
S i s e r a ,  s h e  s m o t e  o f f  h i s  h e a d . "  I h e  p o e t  r e l i s h e d  J a e l ’ s
t r iumph i n  t h e  r h y t h m i c  t e l l i n g  o f  S i s e r a ’ s  d e a t h :  "At  h e r
f e e t  he bowed,  he  f e l l ,  he  l a y  down:  a t  h e r  f e e t  he bowed,
he f e l l :  where  be t o w e d ,  t h e r e  he f e l l  down d e a d . "
A l t h o u g h  C o t t o n  { f a th e r  l a c k e d  t h e  f i n e s s e  of  h i s  Hebrew 
p r e d e c e s s o r ,  he d i d  g r a s p  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  h i s  own s t o r y  
o f  c o n t r a s t i n g  r o l e  i m a g e r y .  Hannah D u s t o n  had g i v e n  b i r t h  
l e s s  t h a n  a Heek b e f o r e  and was s t i l l  a t t e n d e d  by h e r  n u r s e ,  
Mary S e f f ,  when t a k e n  c a p t i v e -  H a t h e r  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t .  He d e s c r i b e d  h e r  " s i t t i n g  down i n  
t h e  ch imney  w i t h  a h e a r t  f u l l  c f  mos t  f e a r f u l  e x p e c t a t i o n "  
as  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  r i f l e d  h e r  h o u s e  and  k i l l e d  h e r  b a b y .  I n  
h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p t i v i t y ,  he  a g a i n  e m p h a s i z e d  h e r  
f e m i n i n i t y ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  h e r  " s i g h s "  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  h e r  
c o u r a g e .  " L i x e  a n o t h e r  H a n n a h , "  h e  w r o t e ,  s h e  had  no
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r e c o u r s e  b u t  p r a y e r .  I n  t h i s  say  he p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  i r o n i c  
c o n c l u s i o n ,  H a n n a h ’ s  s l a u g h t e r  c f  t h e  I n d i a n s -  I n  t h e  f i n a l  
s c e n e  h e  s i m p l y  p a r a p h r a s e d  t i e  B i b l e s  D u s t o n * s  I n d i a n s  
’’bow’d 1’ and  ’’f e l l ” a nd  l a y  d o s s "  l i k e  S i s e r a  b e f o e r  t hem.  [ 6 ]  
H a t h e r  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  c h i e f  l i t e r a r y  l e s s o n  i n  h i s  
model ,  y e t  t h e  a f f i n i t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two s t o r i e s  go  beyond  
n a r r a t i v e  t e c h n i q u e .  I n  b o t h ,  t h e  h e r o i s m  o f  t h e  woman was 
m a g n i f i e d  a s  a means o f  r a l l y i n g  and  c h a s t i z i n g  a n a t i o n .  
J a e l  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s a v i n g  I s r a e l  a t  a t i m e  of  
s p i r i t u a l  and  m i l i t a r y  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n .  Debo rah  t h e  
p r o p h e t e s s  had  a s k e d  a g e n e r a l  named Ba rak  t o  t a k e  t e n  
t h o u s a n d  men and a t t a c k  t h e  a rmy ,  b u t  B a r a k  had  r e f u s e d  t o  
go u n l e s s  Deborah  p r o m i s e d  t o  go w i t h  h i m .  ” 1 w i l l  s u r e l y  
go wi th  t h e e , ” s h e  a n s w e r e d ,  ”n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  j o u r n e y  
t h a t  t h o u  t a k e s t  s h a l l  n e t  be  f c r  t h i n e  h c n c u r ;  f o r  t h e  Lo rd  
s h a l l  s e l l  S i s e r a  i n t o  t h e  hand o f  a woman.” ( J u d g e s  4 i 4 - 9 )  
I n  c o n t e s t ,  t h e n ,  J a e l ' s  h e r o i s m  was a r e b u k e  t o  B a r a k ,  who 
had b e e n  r e l u c t a n t  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  n a t i o n .  The  f e m i n i s t  
c o n n o t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  a r e  o b v i o u s ;  D e b o r a h  a n d  J a e l  
e qu a l  any  B i b l i c a l  male  i n  c o u r a g e  and  i n  f i e r c e n e s s .  Ye t  
t he  p u r p o s e  of  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  was n o t  t o  e x t o l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  women, on  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
t h e  n a r r a t i v e  r e s t s  on an a w a r e n e s s  o f  r o l e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  
Because  j a e l  was womanly i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s e n s e — and 
r ema ined  so— h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  k i l l  S i s e r a  t e s t i f i e d  a l l  t h e
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more p o w e r f u l l y  t c  God*s  p a r t  i n  h e r  t r i u m p h .  He r  
f a i t h f u l n e s s  was a  m i r r o r  h e l d  up t o  a f l a g g i n g  I s r a e l -
The Hannah D u s t o n  c f  f a t h e r ’ s  s t o r y  f i t s  t h i s  f r am e w or k  
we l l -  I n  h e r  v i c t o r y  Gcd d e u c r s t r a t e d  H i s  d e s i r e  t o  s u s t a i n  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  I s r a e l  e v e n  t h o u g h  many o f  I s r a e l ' s  c h i l d r e n  
had a b a n d o n e d  h i m .  D u s t o n  became  a k i l l e r  b e c a u s e  t h e  m o ra l  
o r d e r  a r o u n d  h e r  had  b r o k e n  down. Ha v i ng  i n t o  a vacuum 
c r e a t e d  by wa r ,  s h e  d i d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  what  hew E n g l a n d  h a d  
been  u n a b l e  t o  do c o l l e c t i v e l y -  I n  t h e  s e r m o n  wh ic h  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n t e d  v e r s i o n  o f  Hannah D u s t o n ' s  s t o r y ,  
Ba th e r  made t h i s  e x p l i c i t :  " I f  we d i d  new Humble o u r s e l v e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  L a n d , "  h e  w r o t e ,  "who c a n  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  
Revenges  cn t h e  Enemy,  t h u s  E x e m p l i f i e d ,  wou ld  n e t  p r o c e e d  
much r a t h e r  i n t o  t h e  Q u i c k  E x t i r p a t i o n ,  o f  t h o s e  B loody  and  
C r a f t y  m e n - » [ 7 ]  The c o n c l u s i o n  c f  t h e  B i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  
would ha v e  f i t  h i s  own:  "So l e t  a l l l  t h i n e  e n e m i e s  p e r i s h ,  0 
Lord:  b u t  l e t  them t h a t  l o v e  him be  a s  t h e  s u n  when he g o e t h  
f o r t h  i n  h i s  m i g h t - "  ( J u d g e s  5 : 3 1 )
Se e n  f rom t h i s  a n g l e ,  C c t t c n  B a t h e r ' s  s t c r y  of  Hannah 
Dus ton  i s  s i m p l y  a v a r i a n t  c f  a f a m i l i a r  t h em e  i n  t h e  
h i s t o r y  o f  New E n g l a n d -  The l a t e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was 
t h e  ag e  o f  t h e  j e r e m i a d ,  c f  f e a r f u l  p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  of  an  
imp end ing  j u d g m e n t ,  a c a t a c l y s m  made a l l  t h e  more p o s s i b l e  
by t h e  p r o l o n g e d  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  w a r s .  I t  was a l s o  
an age  o f  b i o g r a p h y -  T h r o u g h  p o r t r a i t s  o f  meek,  p i o u s ,  and
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p r a y e r f u l  C h r i s t i a n s — m o s t l y  m i n i s t e r s  t u t  a l s o  t o  an 
i n c r e a s i n g  e x t e n t  women— New E n g l a n d ’ s  c l e r g y m e n  p ro m o te d  a 
v i s i o n  o f  a Godly  New E n g l a n d ,  a r e f o r m e d  I s r a e l  which l i v e d  
up to t h e  p r e sumed  v i s i o n  o f  i t s  f o u n d e r s . [ 8 ]  The r e a l  
Hannah D u s t o n ,  t h e  f l e s h  and  b l o o d  woman u n t o u c h e d  f o r  
Ma the r ’ s  p o r t r a i t ,  f i t  awkward ly  i n t o  t h i s  f r a m e ,  a s  we 
s h a l l  s e e .  But  t h e  d r ama  c f  h e r  s t o r y ,  a s  s h a p e d  by  t h e  
B i b l i c a l  p r e c e d e n t  o f  J a e l ,  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  d u a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
o f  " e n t e r t a i n m e n t ” and  o f  " h o l y  h i s t o r y "  which  C o t t o n  f a t h e r  
s e t  f o r  h i s  M a g n a l i a .  I n  i t s  p a g e s ,  an d  i n  h i s t o r i e s  o f  New 
England w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  s i n c e ,  Hannah D u s t o n  p l a y s  
a c o l o r f u l  b u t  m in o r  p a r t .
Loo t ed  a t  f r o m  t h e  v i e w p o i n t  o f  women’ s  h i s t o r y ,  
however ,  t h e  s t o r y  h a s  a a c r e  comp lex  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  J a e l  
u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  c e n t r a l  e l a s t i c i t y  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  
f e m i n i n i t y .  w i t h o u t  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  p r e s u m e d  w e a k n e s s  o f  
women o r  d e n y in g  t h e  p r i f l a c y  o f  t h e  n u r t u r i n g  r o l e s ,  h e r  
s t o r y  g l o r i f i e s  b o t h  f e m i n i n e  s t r e n g t h  and  f e m i n i n e  
a s s e r t i v e n e s s .  Bu t  t h e  c o n t e x t  i s  c r u c i a l -  Homan a c t s  when 
man c a n n o t .  She p e r f o r m s  where  and  i n  wha t  way God o r  t h e  
n a t i o n  w i l l s ,  on a l e s s  a b s t r a c t  l e v e l ,  t h i s  i s  a 
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s t o r i c a l  phenomenon .  From t h e  a n g r y  
f em a le  p e t i t i o n e r s  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  C i v i l  War i n  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  h e a v y  c r a n e  o p e r a t o r s  o f  Wor ld War I I  
t h e  e n l a r g e d  s c o p e  o f  f e m a l e  r o l e s  i n  w a r t i m e  h a s  b e e n  w e l l
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d o c u m e n t e d ^ 9 ]  The l o n g - r a n g e  i m p a c t  o f  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  
o f  l i t t l e  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  s i n c e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  
assume male  r c l e s  a nd  t h e n  s h r i n k  back  i n t o  s u b m i s s i v e n e s s  
ha s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  b e i n g  f e m a l e .  I n  t h i s  
s e n s e ,  "Rcsy  t h e  R i v i t e r "  < l i k e  Hannah E u s t o n )  was s i m p l y  
a c t i n g  a s  a  " D e p u ty  H u s b a n d , "
Bu t  t h e  myth o f  J a e l  g o e s  d e e p e r  t h a n  t h a t .  I f  woman 
i s  c a p a b l e  o f  a s s u m i n g  male  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  
o f  male  a u t h o r i t y ,  wha t  i s  t o  p r e v e n t  h e r  f r o m  c h a l l e n g i n g  
t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  a l t o g e t h e r ?  Khat  c o n t a i n s  t h e  immense  
d e s t r u c t i v e  power  b e n e a t h  t h e  b e n i g n  f e m i n i n e  mask? Such  
q u e s t i o n s  a r e  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  s t o r y  i t s e l f ,  Even t h e  method  
of  d e s t r u c t i o n — t h e  n a i l  d r i v e n  i n t o  s i s e r a ' s  h e a d — i s  a 
r ude  c a r i c a t u r e  o f  t h e  mal e  s e x u a l  a c t .
On t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  l e a s t ,  t h i s  was n o t  a p r o b l e m  which  
t r o u b l e d  C o t t c n  M a t h e r ,  i n  i t s e l f  an  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  
c l u e ,  f o r  su c h  q u e s t i o n s  di d  c o n c e r n  w r i t e r s  and  p o p u l a r  
m o r a l i s t s  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  many o f  whom went  t o  
g r e a t  l e n g t h  t o  d e n y  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  women. One 
o f  t h e  ways t h e y  d i d  t h i s  was t o  d i v i d e  women i n t o  p u r e  and 
u n t o u c h a b l e  b l o n d e s  and  m y s t e r i o u s  and  d a n g e r o u s  b r u n e t t e s .  
N a t h a n i e l  H a w t h o r n e ,  who was more c r i t i c a l  o f  t h i s  
c o n v e n t i o n  t h a n  h a s  s o m e t i m e s  b e en  r e c o g n i z e d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
used i t  i n  a number  o f  s t o r i e s -  H i s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of  
Miriam,  t h e  d a r k  l a d y  i n  The M a r b l e F a u n ,  i s  w o r t h  e x a m i n i n g
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i n  some d e t a i l  f o r  i t s  a l l u s i o n s  t o  t h e  myth o f  J a e l .
L i k e  many of- H a w t h o r n e ' s  h e r o i n e s ,  Mi r iam was a woman 
wi th  a s e c r e t .  A s i n i s t e r  male  f i g u r e  shadowed  h e r  t h r o u g h  
t he  s t r e e t s  of  Rome, k e e p i n g  a l i v e  h a u n t i n g  i m a g e s  o f  a 
t r o u b l e d  p a s t .  M i r i a a  l c n g e d  t c  r i d  h e r s e l f  c f  h e r  
o p p r e s s o r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  s h e  was a r e s p e c t a b l e  wcman (and a 
c h a r a c t e r  i n  a H a w t h o r n e  n o v e l )  , s h e  r e p r e s s e d  h e r  h a t r e d ,  
v e n t i n g  i t  o n l y  t h r o u g h  a r t  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  s k e t c h e s  k e p t  i n  
a s e c r e t  p o r t f o l i o .  One day  an i n n o c e n t  young I t a l i a n  named 
D o n a t e l l o  came upon h e r  d r a w i n g s .  I h e  f i r s t  was a s k e t c h  
' •in which t h e  a r t i s t  h a d  j o t t e d  down h e r  r o u g h  i d e a s  f o r  a 
p i c t u r e  o f  J a e l  d r i v i n g  t h e  n a i l  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e m p l e s  o f  
S i s e r a . ” E o n a t e l l o  f o u n d  i t  i m p r e s s i v e ,  b u t  he d i s c e r n e d  a 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  M i r i a m ' s  c c n c e p t i c n  o f  h e r  s u b j e c t .  At 
f i r s t  sh e  had p a i n t e d  j a e l  a s  a f i g u r e  o f  " p e r f e c t  
womanhood, a l o v e l y  f o r m ,  and  a h i g h ,  h e r o i c  f a c e  o f  l o f t y  
be au t y ,  "
b u t  d i s s a t i s f i e d  e i t h e r  wi th  h e r  own work o r  t h e  
t e r r i b l e  s t o r y  i t s e l f ,  Mi r i am  had  a d d e d  a c e r t a i n  
wayward q u i r k  o f  h e r  p e n c i l ,  which  a t  o n c e  
c o n v e r t e d  t h e  h e r o i n e  i n t o  a v u l g a r  m u r d e r e s s .  I t  
was e v i d e n t  t h a t  a J a e l  l i k e  t h i s  would  be  s u r e  t o  
s e a r c h  S i s e r a ' s  p o c k e t s  a s  soon  a s  t h e  b r e a t h  was 
o u t  o f  h i s  b o d y .  [ 10]
The r e f e r e n c e  t o  money i n  t h i s  p a s s a g e  i s  t e l l i n g  when
c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t o r y  o f  Hannah D u s t o n  f o r  h e r
m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  s c a l p i n g  h e r  v i c t i m s  was o p e n l y  p e c u n i a r y -
Without  s c a l p s ,  s h e  would  h a v e  had no  p r o o f  o f  h e r  e x p l o i t
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and a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  no b o u n t y  f rom t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t .
Such  d e t a i l s  d i d  n e t  t a r n i s h  h e r  h e r o i s m  i n  C o t t o n  
Ma the r ’ s  e y e s .  I n  f a c t ,  he  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c o r d i n g  
them- Bu t  f o r  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w r i t e r ,  s u c h  
o p p o r t u n i s m  was i m p o s s i b l e  i n  a t r u e  h e r o i n e .  I n  
Hawtho rne ’s  v i e w ,  M i r i a m ’ s d r a w i n g s ,  “ g r o t e s q u e  c r  s t e r n l y  
s a d , "  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  mora l  " t h a t  woman must  s t r i k e  t h r o u g h  
h e r  own h e a r t  t o  r e a c h  a human l i f e ,  w h a t e v e r  we re  t h e  
mot ive  t h a t  i m p e l l e d  h e r . "  [ 1 1 ] f o r  h im ,  f e m a l e  a g g r e s s i o n  
was s i m p l y  c o n t r a r y  t c  n a t u r e -  He c o u l d  n o t  s u s t a i n  t h e  
j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  and  i n  
t he  c o l o n i a l  myth o f  J a e l .
T h i s  i s  more t h a n  a l i t e r a r y  c u r i o s i t y .  H a w t h o r n e ' s  
nove l  h i g h l i g h t s  a s h i f t  i n  s e n s i b i l i t y  o f  g r e a t  
c o n s e q u e n c e .  Such  a s h i f t  c a n  t e  s e e n  even  more c l e a r l y  i n  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a c c o u n t s  o f  Hannah D u s t o n .  Her  s t o r y ,  
l a r g e l y  f o r g o t t e n  o u t s i d e  h e r  own commun i ty  by  1 8 0 0 ,  was 
r e v i v e d  by T im o th y  Dw igh t  i n  h i s  t r a v e l  s k e t c h e s  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  1821.  F o r  n a r r a t i v e  d e t a i l  Dwight  f o l l o w e d  M a t h e r ' s  
a c c o u n t  c l o s e l y ,  b u t  he i n t r o d u c e d  an a p o l o g e t i c  n o t e  
f o r e i g n  t o  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  " H h e t h e r  a l l  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g s ,  
and a l l  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  s u f f e r i n g  a n e w ,  j u s t i f i e d  t h i s  
s l a u g h t e r  may p r o b a b l y  be q u e s t i o n e d  by you o r  some o t h e r  
e x a c t  m o r a l i s t , "  Dwigh t  w r o t e ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  
p r e c e d e n t s  " i n n u m e r a b l e  and o f  h i g h  a u t h o r i t y "  m i g h t  be
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r a i s e d  in  D u s t o n ' s  d e f e n s e ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  s t r i c t  m o r a l i s t  
Mould " e q u a l l y  q u e s t i o n  t h e  r e c t i t u d e  of t h e s e - "  S t i l l ,  
Dwight cou ld  no t  condemn Dustcn o u t r i g h t -  Oner the  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  he c o n c l u d e d ,  few "would have t e e n  a b l e  t o  
a c t  the p a r t  of n i c e  c a s u i s t s ;  and fewer  s t i l l ,  p e r h a p s ,  
would have e x e r c i s e d  her  i n t r e p i d i t y . ” [ 1 2 ]
D w i g h t ' s  r e s e r v a t i o n s  a b c u t  Hannah D u s t o n  d i d  n o t  a r i s e  
from sym pa thy  f o r  I n d i a n s ,  whom he  d e s c r i b e d  i n  a n o t h e r  
pa ssage  a s  " t h e  h o r d e  o f  h e l l  h o u n d s . "  £ 1 3 ]  L i k e  M a t h e r ,  he 
saw t h e  hand  o f  P r o v i d e n c e  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  D u s t o n  f a m i l y  
from " S a v a g e "  a s s a i l a n t s -  But  Dwight  e l a b o r a t e d  a p a r t  o f  
t he  s t o r y  which h a d  n o t  been  e m p h a s i z e d  b e f o r e ,  a p a s s a g e  i n  
which M a t h e r  d e s c r i b e d  T h c a a s  D c s t c n  g o i n g  i n  s e a r c h  o f  h i s  
c h i l d r e n ,  r e s o l v i n g  t c  r i d e  away w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  "which  
he sh o u l d  i n  t h i s  E x t r e m i t y  f i n d  h i s  a f f e c t i o n s  t o  p i t c h  
most  upon ,  and  l e a v e  t h e  r e s t  u n t o  t h e  C a r e  of  t h e  D i v i n e  
P r o v i d e n c e - "  O v e r t a k i n g  t h em ,  he was u n a b l e  t c  c h o o s e  and  so  
rode " a t  t h e  Bee r  o f  h i s  L i t t l e  Army o f  Unarmed C h i l d r e n , "  
f i r i n g  a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  who came a f t e r  t h em  u n t i l  t h e y  a l l  
r e a c h e d  a hou se  o f  r e f u g e .  Dw igh t  f ou nd  t h i s  l i t t l e  e p i s o d e  
more a t t r a c t i v e  t h a n  H a n n a h ' s  own s t o r y ;  " W h a t e v e r  may be  
t h o u g h t  o f  t h e  r e c t i t u d e  o f  h e r  c o n d u c t ,  t h a t  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d  
i s  i n  e v e r y  view h o n o r a b l e - " [  14 ]
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S u c c e s s i v e  w r i t e r s  f o l l o w e d  D w i g h t ’ s  l e a d -  I n  "A
M o t h e r ' s  Bevenge"  i n  h i s  L e g e n d s  o f  Sew Eng l a n d , J o h n
G r e e n l e a f  W h i t t i e r ,  a H a v e r h i l l  s o n ,  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e
t e m po ra ry  i n s a n i t y  o f  Hannah-  Hen ry  T h c r e a u  s i m p l y  s h i f t e d
th e  e m p h a s i s  i n  h i s  n a r r a t i v e  f rom t h e  m ur de r  t o  t h e
homeward f l i g h t  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r im ack  B i v e r -  H a w t h o r n e  was
more b l u n t -  I n  an  a c c o u n t  w r i t t e n  i n  1836 f o r  t h e  Amer i can
a a g a z i n e , he c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  he  a d m i r e d  Thcmas  Du s to n  b u t
d i d n ' t  knew whom t o  d i s l i k e  more— C o t t o n  Ma th e r  o r  Hannah
Duston-  "Would t h a t  t h e  t l c c d y  o l d  hag had  b e e n  d rowned i n
c r o s s i n g  C o n t o c c o k  r i v e r , "  he w r o t e ,  " o r  t h a t  she  had  sunk
ove r  head  and  e a r s  i n  a swamp,  and fceen t h e r e  b u r i e d ,  u n t i l
summoned f o r t h  t o  c o n f r o n t  h e r  v i c t i m s  a t  t h e  Day o f
J u d g m e n t - " [ 1 5 ]  H a w t h o r n e  o b v i o u s l y  had some s y m p a th y  f o r  t h e
I n d i a n s ,  y e t  h i s  a v e r s i o n  t o  Hannah went  d e e p e r .  Cnly  a
"hag" c o u l d  h a v e  b e h a v e d  i n  s u c h  an u n f e m i n i n e  manner -
When he c a n e  t c  w r i t e  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,
p u b l i s h e d  i n  1861,  G e o r g e  W in g a t e  C h a s e  had  cne  more
l i t e r a r y  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  s t o r y  t o  c a l l  u p o n ,  S a r a h  J o s e p h a
H a l e ' s  poem "The  F a t h e r ' s  C h o i c e . ” A g a i n ,  Thomas  Du s t o n ,
r a t h e r  t h a n  h i s  w i f e ,  e x e m p l i f i e d  t he  t r u e  h e r i o s m -  Mrs-
Hale w r o t e :
A m b i t i o n  g o a d s  t h e  c o n q u e r o r  o n .
Ha t e  p o i n t s  t h e  m u r d e r e r ' s  b r a n d ,
But  l o v e  and d u t y ,  t h e s e  a l o n e  
Can n e r v e  t h e  good  m a n ' s  h a n d .
The m o r a l  was c l e a r -  A l t h o u g h  he  had  a b a n d o n e d  h i s  w i f e  and
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her  newborn  i n f a n t  i n  f l y i n g  f rom t h e  h o u s e ,  Thomas D u s t o n  
had been  m o t i v a t e d  by " l c v e  a nd  d u t y . ” Hannah  Du s to n ,  who 
was t h r e a t e n e d  n e i t h e r  w i t h  i a a e d i a t e  d e a t h  o r  wi th  
v i o l a t i o n ,  had  been  m o t i v a t e d  by s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and by 
f e e l i n g s  c f  r e v e n g e . £ 1 6 ]
By t h e  mid n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  D u s t o n  s t o r y ,  h a v i n g  
l o s t  i t s  e p i c . d i m e n s i o n s ,  had  become t h e  p r o p e r t y  of  
i d e a l i z e d  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  and  d o m e s t i c  r o m a n c e ,  r e a l m s  i n  
which f e m a l e  s u b m i s s i v e n e s s  was a s s u m e d .  L i t t l e  wonde r  t h a t  
an a g g r e s s i v e  and  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  woman l i k e  Hannah Dus ton  
caused  d i s c o m f o r t  1 I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e ,  h e r  s t o r y  
becomes e v e n  more i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  c o l o n i a l  
women, r a i s i n g  i n t r i g u i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  
f ema le  h e r o i s m  i n  e a r l y  A m e r i c a .  Se r e  t h e r e  o t h e r  a s s e r t i v e  
f em a le s  i n  t h e  w a r t i m e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ?  
Has Hannah D u s t o n * s  r e s p o n s e  t o  c a p t i v i t y  u n i q u e ?  Was h e r  
c a p a c i t y  f o r  v i o l e n c e  i n  any  way s y m p t o m a t i c  c f  l a r g e r  
p a t t e r n s  c f  f e m a l e  b e h a v i o r ?  T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  f o c u s  on  t h e  
f i r s t  o f  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  t h e m e  o f  h e r o i s m  i n  
t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  c f  t h e  l a t e  s e v e n t e e n t h  and e a r l y  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s .
Hannah Du s to n  was n e t  t h e  f i r s t  f r o n t i e r  h e r o i n e  
c e l e b r a t e d  i n  New E n g l a n d .  By t h e  t i m e  s h e  f a c e d  t h e  ” t aw ny  
s a v a g e s ” i n  h e r  h o u s e  i n  H a v e r h i l l ,  war and  c a p t i v i t y  ha d
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become commonplace  t h e m e s  i n  New E n g l a n d  l i t e r a t u r e -  The 
e a r l i e s t  h e r o i n e s  e m e r g e d  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  Metacom’ s  
R e b e l l i o n  ( o r  King  P h i l i p ’ s  War ) ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  
s e r i e s  o f  r a c i a l  c o n f l i c t s  i n  New E n g l a n d  a n d  one o f  t h e  
most  d e s t r u c t i v e  war s  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
American h i s t o r y -  I t  b e g an  i n  P l y m o u t h  C o l o n y  u n d e r  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Me tacom,  a s e n  o f  t h e  same H a s s a s o i t  who had  
b e f r i e n d e d  t h e  p i l g r i m s ,  b u t  i t  s o o n  s p r e a d  i n t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  and  e v e n t u a l l y  s p a r k e d  a  r e l a t e d  
r e b e l l i o n  i n  M a i n e .  Ey March o f  1 676 ,  Metacom’ s  f o r c e s  had  
moved w i t h i n  t w e n t y  m i l e s  o f  E o s t o n -  B e f o r e  t h e  w a r ’ s  e n d ,  
f i f t y - t w o  o f  some n i n e t y  P u r i t a n  t ow ns  had b e e n  a t t a c k e d  and  
tw e lv e  d e s t r o y e d -  D i s e a s e  and  s h o r t a g e s  c f  f o o d  and  
ammuni t i on  e v e n t u a l l y  d e f e a t e d  t h e  I n d i a n s ,  b u t  n o t  w i t h o u t  
immense p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  m a t e r i a l  l o s s  f o r  t h e  E n g l i s h - [ 17] 
B e f o r e  t h e  w a r ,  s c a e  New E n g l a n d e r s  had  b e e n  c o n f i d e n t  
o f  " C h r i s t i a n i z i n g ” t h e  I n d i a n s ,  and  few had  any d o u b t  o f  
t he  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r i o r i t y  c f  t h e  w h i t e s .  The  power  o f  t h e  
I n d i a n  r e b e l l i o n  was a  s u r p r i s i n g  and  d e m o r a l i z i n g  b l o w .  At 
t h e  end o f  t h e  war  s u r v i v i n g  r e d  l e a d e r s  were  e i t h e r  
e x e c u t e d  o r  e x p o r t e d  a s  s l a v e s ,  e n d i n g  any hope  o f  p e a c e f u l  
c o e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  two r a c e s  and  c r e a t i n g  a l e g a c y  o f  f e a r  
and h a t e  which  wou ld  p e r i o d i c a l l y  e r u p t  cn t h e  n o r t h e r n  
f r o n t i e r  i n  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y - [ 1 8 ]  M i n i s t e r i a l  n a r r a t i v e s  
p u b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  war a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e r i v e
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h i s t o r i c a l  and s p i r i t u a l  l e s s e n s  f rom a n  e x p e r i e n c e  which 
had l e f t  f ew New E n g l a n d e r s  u n t o u c h e d -
Fo r  ou r  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  t h r e e  mo s t  i m p o r t a n t  l i t e r a r y  
documents  o f  Me tacom*s H e h e l l i c n  a r e  I n c r e a s e  M a t h e r ' s  A 
Dr i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Bar  wi t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  i n  New E n g l a n d , 
(1676) W i l l i a m  H u b b a r d ' s  A N a r r a t i v e  Cf The  T r o u b l e Wi t h  The 
I n d i a ns I n New E n g la n d  ( 1677) and Mary E o w l a n d s o n ' s  s t o r y  o f  
her  own c a p t i v i t y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1682 a s  The So v e r a i g n t v  S 
Goodness o f  Go d ,  T o g e t h e r , w i t h  t h e  F a i t h f u l n e s s  o f  Hi s  
Promise  s D i s p l a y e d .  The mos t  i m p o r t a n t  m o t i f  i n  a l l  t h r e e  
i s  no t  f e m a l e  h e r o i s m  b u t  f e m a l e  s u f f e r i n g .  T h i s  i s  mos t  
p r onounced  i n  M a t h e r ' s  h i s t o r y  wh ich  i n v a r i a b l y  d e s c r i b e s  
women a s  v i c t i m s .  D e s c r i b i n g  an a t t a c k  on a g r o u p  o f  
c h u r c h - g o e r s  n e a r  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Ma th e r  n o t  o n l y  h i g h l i g h t e d  
I nd i an  c r u e l t y  b u t  E n g l i s h  c c w a r d i c e .  E i g h t e e n  w e l l - a r m e d  
men had f l e d  w h i l e  twe  wemen and  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  were 
c a p t u r e d .  °o  Lord B h a t  S h a l l  I  s a y  Hhen I s r a e l  t u r n s  t h e i r  
backs  b e f o r e  t h e i r  E n e m i e s ? "  h e  c r i e d .  I t  was n o t  enough  t o  
add t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n s  had  k i l l e d  t h e  b a b i e s .  M a t h e r  
h e i g h t e n e d  t h e  p a t h o s  by d e s c r i b i n g  them k n o c k i n g  t h e  
i n f a n t s  on t h e  h e a d  " a s  t h e y  were  s u c k i n g  t h e i r  m o t h e r ’ s  
b r e a s t s .  »[ 1 9 ]
The " s u c k i n g  i n f a n t "  t heme  was a p o p u l a r  cne  w i th  New 
England w r i t e r s  who wa n t e d  t o  e n l a r g e  upon  I n d i a n  c r u e l t y -  
The mos t  g rue some e x a m p l e  i s  i n  H u b b a r d ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  an
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a t t ack ,  on Cape  N ed d i ck  i n  Ma ine .  "H a v i n g  d a s h e d  o u t  t h e  
h r a i n s  o f  a p o o r  woman t h a t  g a v e  s u c k , "  he w r o t e ;  " t h e y  
n a y l e d  t h e  young  C h i l d  t c  t h e  dead  body  o f  i t s  m o t h e r ,  which 
was found  s u c k i n g  i n  t h a t  r u e f u l  m a n n e r ,  when t h e  P e o p l e  
came t o  t h e  P l a c e . " [ 2 0  ] I n  h e r  s t o r y  o f  Good wi f e  J o s l i n ,
Mary Rowlandson  u s e d  a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n  c f  t h e  " o u t r a g e d  
m a t e r n i t y "  t h e m e .  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  a  woman " b i g  w i t h  c h i l d "  
was s t r i p p e d ,  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a hand o f  s i n g i n g ,  
t a u n t i n g  I n d i a n s ,  t h e n  b u r n e d . [ 2 1 ]  A s s a u l t s  upon n u r s i n g  o r  
p r e g n a n t  women became t h e  c h i e f  e v i d e n c e  o f  I n d i a n  c r u e l t y  
i n  t he  n a r r a t i v e s ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  were  no i n s t a n c e s  o f  r a p e ,  a 
f a c t  which c l e a r l y  a s t o u n d e d  w h i t e  New E n g l a n d e r s . [ 22 ]
Though t h e  h e r o i s m  c f  w h i t e  s o l d i e r s  a p p e a r s  i n  a f ew 
memorable p a s s a g e s  i n  I n c r e a s e  M a t h e r ’s  h i s t o r y — i n  t h e  
ac c o u n t  o f  a l a s t  m i n u t e  r e s c u e  by Ma jor  W i l l a r d ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  o r  i n  t h e  s t c r y  c f  C a p t a i n  W h e e l e r ’ s  son  
" w i l l i n g l y  h a z a r d i n g  h i s  own l i f e  t c  s a v e  t h e  l i f e  of  h i s  
F a t h e r " [ 2 3 ] — t h e r e  i s  no room i n  h i s  n a r r a t i v e  f o r  h e r o i n e s -  
For him t h e  h e l p l e s s  s u f f e r i n g  of  women s e r v e d  a s  a m eas u r e  
o f  New E n g l a n d ' s  s p i r i t u a l  and p h y s i c a l  d e s o l a t i o n .
Hu bb a r d ' s  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  war a s  i t  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
Massach u s e t t s  d o e s n ’ t  d i f f e r  f rom M a t h e r ' s  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  
but  i n  h i s  r e l a t e d  b u t  s e p a r a t e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  I n d i a n  c o n f l i c t  
i n  Maine t h e r e  a r e  se i se  s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s .  R ow la n d so n ,  
l i k e  Hubbard ,  made u se  c f  t h e  p a s s i v e  v i c t i m  m o t i f ,  b u t  she
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a l s o  t r a n s c e n d e d  i t -  I n  t h e s e  w o r k s ,  twc  v e r s i o n s  of  t h e  
f r o n t i e r  h e r o i n e  e m e r g e d ,  one  s y m b o l i z e d  i n  t h e  go d l y  
r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  M i s t r e s s  Eowlandson  and  t h e  o t h e r  i n  t h e  
s e l f - r e l i a n c e  o f  cn e  o f  E u fc b a rd ' s  Maine h e r o i n e s ,  Anne 
B r a c k e t t -  The e s s e n t i a l  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two women can  
be  s een  i r  twc  i n c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  an  e s c a p e  by w a t e r -  
Toward t h e  end  o f  f e b r u a r y  1676,  t h e  Nipmuck,  
N a r r a y a n s e t t ,  and Hampancag I n d i a n s  who had  b e e n  w i n t e r i n g  
on t h e  Ware B i v e r  i n  what  i s  now B a r r e ,  Ve rm o n t ,  s e t  f i r e  t o  
t h e i r  wigwams and  p r e p a r e d  t o  f l e e  f r om an a p p r o a c h i n g  
En g l i s h  f o r c e -  Among t h e  f l e e i n g  I n d i a n s  was Mary 
Rowlandson,  who ha d  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  twc weeks  b e f o r e  i n  a r a i d  
on t he  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  town o f  L a n c a s t e r -  The " s t o u t e s t 1* men, 
Mrs- Rowlanson  r e c a l l e d ,  went  o f f  t o  h o l d  t h e  E n g l i s h  a rmy ,  
w h i l e  t h e  women and c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  c l d ,  t h e  s i c k ,  an d  t h e  
lame,  " l i k e  J e h u .  .  - m a r c h e d  on f u r i o u s l y - "  She m a r v e l l e d  a t  
t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  I n d i a n s  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  woods w i t h o u t  
t h e  h e l p  c f  t h e i r  a t l e - t c d i e d  men- B e a c h i n g  t h e  r i v e r ,  t h e  
women f e l l e d  d ry  t r e e s  t c  make r a f t s  t o  c a r r y  them o v e r ,
Mrs. Rowlandson  was t e r r i f i e d ,  " b e i n g  u n a c g u a i n t e d  w i t h  
such k i n d  of  d o i n g s  o r  d a n g e r s . "  She  a c c o u n t e d  i t  a s p e c i a l  
f a v o u r  f rom God t h a t  s i t t i n g  cn a p i l e  c f  b r u s h  i n  t h e  
middle  o f  t h e  m a k e s h i f t  r a f t ,  s h e  c r o s s e d  w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  
wet- He r  i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  w i l d e r n e s s  ways was made e v en  more 
d r a m a t i c  when a few h c u r s  l a t e r  t h e  same r i v e r  s t o p p e d  t h e
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p u r s u i n g  E n g l i s h  a rmy-  f o r  h e r ,  c a p t i v i t y  was an  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  a d i s c o v e r y  o f  h e r  own w e a k n e s s  and  
v u l n e r a b i l i t y  b e f o r e  G o d - £ 2 4 ]
The s t o r y  of  Ann B r a c k e t t ,  t h o u g h  f a r  l e s s  d e t a i l e d ,  
c o n t r a s t s  s h a r p l y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  Mary R o w l a n d s o n -  D e s p i t e  
t r o u b l e s  i n  s o u t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  t h e  B r a c k e t t s ,  who l i v e d  
on t h e  e a s t e r n m o s t  f r i n g e  o f  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t ,  on a 
p l a n t a t i o n  n e a r  C a s c o  Bay i n  Ma ine ,  were n o t  e x p e c t i n g  an  
a t t a c k -  They had a p p a r e n t l y  c c a f o r t a b l e  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  a 
l o c a l  I n d i a n  l e a d e r  named S im on ,  who had  p r o m i s e d  t o  h e l p  
them f i n d  a t r i b e s m a n  s u s p e c t e d  o f  k i l l i n g  t h e i r  cow- Bu t  
Simon s u d d e n l y  t u r n e d  on t h e n ,  r u s h e d  t h e i r  h c u s e  wi th  a 
s m a l l  band o f  c o m p a t r i o t s ,  k i l l e d  Ann B r a c k e t t ' s  b r o t h e r ,  
and c a p t u r e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  f a m i l y ,  wh i ch  i n c l u d e d  Ann, h e r  
husband ,  a t  l e a s t  one  c h i l d ,  and a b l a c k  s e r v a n t -
S i m o n ' s  a t t a c k  was i m p u l s i v e .  Cnee he  had  t h e  
c a p t i v e s ,  he  s eemed  u n c e r t a i n  o f  wha t  t o  do  w i t h  t hem.
While camped w i th  them on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  o f  C a s c o  Bay ,  he  
hea rd  o f  a s u c c e s s f u l  a t t a c k  on t h e  A r o v s i c k  t r a d i n g  h o u s e  
on t h e  Kennebec-  Wan t ing  t o  s h a r e  i n  t h e  p l u n d e r  b u t  
u n w i l l i n g  t o  d r a g  h i s  c a p t i v e s  a l o n g ,  he  d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  
them, t e l l i n g  them t h e y  c o u l d  f o l l o w  i f  t h e y  w a n t ed  seme of  
t he  b o o t y  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  Ann E r a c k e t t  a p p e a r e d  i n t e r e s t e d  
and managed t o  beg  tw c  p i e c e s  c f  mea t  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y ,  b u t  
once t h e  I n d i a n s  l e f t ,  s he  s e t  t o  work on an  " o l d  B u r c h i n
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Canoe" wh ic h  she  h o pe d  was " a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  P r o v i d e n c e  
o f f e r e d  f o r  t h e i r  e s c a p e . "  U s in g  a n e e d l e  a n d  t h r e a d  f o u n d  
i n  t h e  camp, s h e  r e p a i r e d  t h e  c a n o e  and  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  
" c r o s s e d  w a t e r  e i g h t  o r  n i n e  m i l e s  b r o a d "  t o  E l a c k  P o i n t .  
There P r o v i d e n c e  s u p p l i e d  a v e s s e l  bound f o r  P i s c a t a g u a . [ 25 ]  
As r e c o u n t e d  i n  H u b b a r d ' s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  B r a c k e t t ' s  
e s c a p e  ha s  a f a i r y - t a l e  q u a l i t y .  One would l i k e  t o  know 
more a b o u t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c a n o e  and  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
r e p a i r .  But f o r  Hubba rd  t h e  d e t a i l s  were  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  
t han  t h e  p r o v i d e n t i a l  e s c a p e .  He c l e a r l y  c r e d i t e d  Ann 
B r a c k e t t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h e r  h u s b a n d  o r  t h e  m a l e  s e r v a n t  who 
accompanied t hem,  w i t h  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  t h e  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s ,  
and t h e  s k i l l  w h i c h  made t h e  e s c a p e  p o s s i b l e .  U n l i k e  Hary 
Rowlandson ,  t h i s  H a in e  h o u s e w i f e  was a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
w i l d e r n e s s  " d o i n g s  S d a n g e r s - "
In a n o t h e r  p a s s a g e  i n  t h e  same s e c t i o n  c f  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  
Hubbard p r a i s e d  a n  unnamed e i g h t e e n - y e a r - o l d  g i r l  whose 
unu sua l  c o u r a g e ,  i n  h i s  v i e w ,  s a v e d  a h o u s e f u l  o f  women and  
c h i l d r e n  from an a s s a u l t  by " t w o  c r u e l  and  b a r b a r o u s  
c a y t i f f e s . "  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  a m e a s u r e  o f  H u b b a r d ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  
o f  f ema le  w e ak n e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o f  I n d i a n  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  he  
c o n s i d e r e d  f i f t e e n  women and c h i l d r e n  (he d i d n ' t  
d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  two)  t o t a l l y  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
d e f e n d i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  two I n d i a n  m a l e s .  They  wou ld  
a l l  have  been t a k e n  c a p t i v e  c i  k i l l e d ,  he c o n c l u d e d ,  b u t  f o r
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the  h e r o i s m  o f  t h e  m a i d e n  o f  Ne we chewann ick ,  who " b e i n g  
endued w i t h  more c o u r a g e  t h a n  o r d i n a r i l y  t h e  r e s t  o f  h e r  Sex 
use  t o  b e ,  ( t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  J a e l  l i g h t  upon h e r )  f i r s t  s h u t  
t o  t h e  d o r e ,  whereby  t h e y  were  de nye d  E n t r a n c e ,  t i l l  t h e  
r e s t  w i t h i n  e s c a p e d  t o  t h e  n e x t  h o u s e ,  t h a t  was b e t t e r  
f o r t i f i e d . "  T h i s  yo u n g  " V i r a g c , "  he c o n t i n u e d ,  r i s k e d  h e r  
own l i f e  by h o l d i n g  t h e  d o o r  f a s t  t i l l  t h e  I n d a i n s  had 
chopped i t  t o  p i e c e s  w i t h  t h e i r  h a t c h e t s *  They t h e n  k n o c k e d  
he r  down, g a v e  h e r  many w c u n d s ,  an d  l e f t  h e r  f o r  d e a d ,  
t hough  she  r e c o v e r e d  e n o u g h  t o  r e a c h  t h e  n e x t  g a r r i s o n  
" y h e r e  s h e  was  s o o n  a f t e r  h e a l e d  o f  h e r  wounds ,  an d  r e s t o r e d  
t o  p e r f e c t  h e a l t h  a g a i n . " £ 2 6 ]
A r e s o u r c e f u l  h o u s e w i f e  who u s e d  h e r  n e e d l e s  t o  r e s c u e  
her  f a m i l y  f rom c a p t i v i t y  and a c o u r a g e o u s  ma iden  who s t o o d  
up t o  a f r i g h t e n i n g  a d v e r s a r y  and s a v e d  f i f t e e e n  o t h e r s — two 
h e r o i n e s  do n o t  e s t a b l i s h  a t r a d i t i o n ,  y e t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  t h e s e  a d m i t t e d l y  i s o l a t e d  e x a m p l e s  i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  may 
f i r s t  be  a p p a r e n t ,  f o r  i n  h i g h l i g h t i n g  f e m a l e  h e r o i s m ,
Wil l iam Hubbard f o r e s h a d o w e d  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  
would t a k e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r .  T h r o u g h  i n v o k i n g  " t h e  
b l e s s i n g  c f  J a e l , "  he  p r e f i g u r e d  t h e  more d r a m a t i c  
c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  Hannah Dus ton  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  I t  
i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h e n  t o  l c c k  somewhat  more c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  
s e t t i n g  i n  w h i ch  t h e s e  f i r s t  f r o n t i e r  h e r o i n e s  e m e r g e d -
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S e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  h i s t o r i a n s  ( l i k e  some o f  t h e i r  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  s u c c e s s o r s )  drew s h a r p  c o n t r a s t s  b e tw e e n  
t h e  c o m p a c t  s e t t l e m e n t s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  w i t h  t h e i r  s e t t l e d  
c h u r c h e s  and p r e s u m a b l y  P u r i t a n  o u t l o o k  and t h e  s t r a g g l i n g  
p l a n t a t i o n s  o f  Ma ine  and  New H a a p s h i r e  where  c o l o n i s t s  came 
t o  f i s h ,  no t  p r a y .  I n c r e a s e  M a t h e r ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  w ro t e  o f  
one o ld  s e t t l e r  a t  C a sc o  Eay ,  a man named W ake ly ,  who was 
k i l l e d  i n  King P h i l i p * s  War.  "He would s o m e t i m e s  s a y  w i t h  
t e a r s ,  t h a t  he b e l i e v e d  God was a n g r y  w i t h  h i m ,  b e c a u s e  
a l t h o u g h  he came t o  New E n g l a n d  f o r  t h e  G o s p e l s  s a k e ,  y e t  he 
had l e f t  a n o t h e r  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  C o u n t r y ,  whe re  t h e r e  was a 
Church o f  C h r i s t ,  which  he  o n c e  was i n  Communion w i t h ,  and  
had l i v e d  many y e a r s  i n  a P l a n t a t i o n  where  was no Church  n o r  
I n s t i t u t e d  w o r s h i p . "[  27 ] i i i l l i a s  H u b b a r d ,  who t o l d  t h e  same 
s t o r y ,  was u s u a l l y  l e s s  p o i n t e d  i n  h i s  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
Maine f r o n t i e r ,  b u t  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  e a s t e r n  r e f u g e e s  f l e e i n g  
" l i k e  l o t  f rom Sodom,"  he r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  n o t i o n  
of  t he  " g o d l e s s  E a s t .  " £ 2 8 ]
I t  i s  a s h o r t  s t e p  from t h e s e  n o t i o n s  t o  t h e  i d e a  of  
c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  as  a c o n f l i c t  between i n h e r i t e d  r e l i g i o u s  
and communal v a l u e s  and the  a c q u i r e d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  of a 
l a n d - r i c h  f r o n t i e r .  Mary Rowlandson and Ann B r a c k e t t  migh t  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  female  v e r s i o n  cf  t h i s  d icho tom y.  Rowlandson,  
the g o d f e a r i n g  P u r i t a n ,  was a t r a n s p l a n t e d  Englishwoman 
t h r u s t  i n t o  an a l i e n  American wor ld.  Lack ing  e x p e r i e n c e
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wi th  t h e  ways o f  t h e  f o r e s t ,  s h e  d i s n i s s e d  i t  a s  t h e  domain  
of  S a t a n ’ s  h o s t s .  B r a c k e t t ,  a d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  Maine 
f r o n t i e r ,  had i n h e r i t e d  w i l d e r n e s s  c r a f t  a s  w e l l  a s  
w i l d e r n e s s  c o u r a g e -  At  h c a e  i n  t h e  new w o r l d ,  she  r e l i e d  on 
h e r s e l f .
B i o g r a p h i c a l  d e t a i l s  f o r  t h e  two women g i v e  some 
s u p p o r t  t o  t h e s e  s t e r e o t y p e s .  Mary Ro wl an dso n  was b o r n  i n  
S o m e r s e t s h i r e  a b o u t  1635 an a  a i c r a t e d  t o  S a l e m ,
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a s  a young  c h i l d .  Though s h e  moved w i t h  h e r  
f ami ly  t o  t h e  new town o f  L a n c a s t e r  i n  h e r  l a t e  t e e n s  and  
had l i v e d  t h e r e  more  t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  when t a k e n  c a p t i v e ,  
he r  n a r r a t i v e  g i v e s  c o n s t a n t  e v i d e n c e  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  what  
might  be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  " f r o n t i e r "  ways .  The p a s s a g e  i n  wh i ch  
she  d e s c r i b e d  h e r  f i r s t  t a s t e  o f  b e a r  mea t  i n  c a p t i v i t y  i s  
e x e m p l a r y :  " I  have  s o s e t i n e s  s e e n  B e a r  b a k e d  v e r y  h a n d s o m e l y  
among t h e  E n g l i s h ,  a n d  some l i k e  i t , ” s h e  w r o t e ,  " b u t  t h e  
t h ou g h t  t h a t  i t  was B e a r ,  made me t r e m b l e :  b u t  now t h a t  was 
s avou ry  t o  me t h a t  one  wculd  t h i n k  was en ou g h  t o  t u r n  t h e  
stomach o f  a  b r u i t  C r e a t u r e . ” [ 2 9 3  f o r  Mary Rowlandson  w i l d  
meat  was s y m b o l i c  o f  a w i l d e r n e s s  s h e  f e a r e d .  As t h e  w i f e  
o f  L a n c a s t e r ’ s  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r ,  s he  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  and c i v i l i z a t i o n .  On l y  e x t r e m e  h u n g e r  i n  
c a p t i v i t y  p r e s s e d  h e r  t o  p a r t a k e  o f  mea t  o t h e r  w h i t e  
s e t t l e r s  f oun d  t a s t y .
395
Ann B r a c k e t t  l e f t  no r e c o r d  o f  h e r  own t h o u g h t s  o r  
a t t i t u d e s .  The o n l y  known a n e c d o t e  f r om h e r  l i f e  i s  t h e  
e s cap e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  H u b b a r d ’ s  h i s t o r y .  Yet wha t  c an  be 
p i e c e d  t o g e t h e r  o f  h e r  b a c k g r o u n d  s u g g e s t s  i m p o r t a n t  
c o n t r a s t  w i t h  Eow l a n d s o n .  She  was t h e  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  o f  
George C l e e v e s ,  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  f i s h e r m a n  a n d  t r a d e r ,  who was 
the  f i r s t  s e t t l e r  on C as co  E a y .  She grew up i n  t h e  mos t  
remote  a n d  s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  s p o t  i n  Hew E n g l a n d ,  t h e  
d a u g h t e r  o f  C l e e v e s *  c n l y  c h i l d ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  and  M i c h a e l  
Mi t t on ,  who was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  i n  f i s h i n g  
and t r a d i n g . [ 3 0 ]  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  B o w l a n d s o n ,  who d e s c r i b e d  
keep ing  " s i x  s t o u t  d o g s "  i n  t h e  g a r r i s o n  r e a d y  t o  t e a r  a p a r t  
any I n d i a n  who v e n t u r e d  t c  t h e  d o o r ,  t h e  c l e e v e s  and  M i t t o n s  
depended upon d a i l y  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e s  who 
s u r r o u n d e d  a nd  o u t n u m b e r e d  t h e m - [ 3 1 ]
He know n o t h i n g  o f  E r a c k e t t * s  own r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s ,  
t hough  i n  r e p o r t i n g  h e r  f a m i l y ’ s c a p t i v i t y ,  h e r  
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  w r o t e ,  " T h e  L c r d  o f  l a t e  h a t h  r enewe d  h i s  
w i t n e s s e s  a g a i n s t  us  S h a t h  d e a l t  v e r y  b i t t e r l y  w i t h  
u s . ”[ 3 2 ]  One n e e d  n e t  i m a g i n e  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  Ma ine  
f r o n t i e r  as  a b r e e d  a p a r t  t c  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  
e x p e r i e n c e  of  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  an  I n d i a n  t r a d e r  m i g h t  d i f f e r  
in  s i g n i f i c a n t  ways f rom t h a t  c f  a  m i n i s t e r ’ s  w i f e -
The d i f f e r e n c s  b e t w e e n  Bowla nds on  and B r a c k e t t  a r e  
u s e f u l  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p r o b a b l e  r a n g e  o f  f e m a l e  r e s p o n s e  
t o  w i l d e r n e s s  d a n g e r ,  b a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  be  p u s h e d  t o o  f a r .  
There was no r i g i d  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  " p a l e  f a c e d  P u r i t a n  
women" o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e s  l i k e  L a n c a s t e r  and  " r u d d y  
f r o n t i e r  w i v e s "  o f  o u t l y i n g  p l a n t a t i o n s  l i k e  C a s c o  Bay,, As 
.R o w la n ds on ' s  own n a r r a t i v e  s h o w e d ,  some o f  h e r  n e i g h b o r s  
enjoyed  e a t i n g  b e a r ,  a nd  even  w i t h i n  t h e  E r a c k e t t  f a m i l y  
c a p t i v i t y  c o u l d  be  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  r e l i g i o u s  t e r m s .  The 
c a u t i o n  g e e s  d e e p e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  wha t  we have  i n  
t h e s e  two s t o r i e s  a r e  v a r i a n t  f o r m s  o f  f r o n t i e r  h e r o i s m .  
A l though  Mary S o w l a n d s c n  a p p e a r e d  b r i e f l y  i n  b o t h  B a t h e r ' s  
and Hubba rd’ s  n a r r a t i v e s  s i m p l y  a s  an o b j e c t  o f  I n d i a n  
c r u e l t y ,  she  was n e i t h e r  p a s s i v e  n o r  h e l p l e s s .  Though s h e  
showed no i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  r e p a i r  b i r c h  b a r k  c a n o e s  o r  e n g a g e  
i n  hand t o  hand  co m b a t  w i t h  i n v a d i n g  I n d i a n s ,  she  had h e r  
own k i n d  c f  c o u r a g e .
The p r e f a c e  t o  B o w l a n d s o n ' s  p u b l i s h e d  n a r r a t i v e  
compared t h e  c a p t i v i t y  c f  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  t h o s e  of  J o s e p h ,  
David,  and D a n i e l  i n  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t ,  a  v i ew which  
pe rmeat ed  h e r  own p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e -  Fo r  h e r ,  
l i f e  among a p e o p l e  s h e  h a t e d  and f e a r e d  was i n d e e d  a l i o n ' s  
den or  a f i e r y  f u r n a c e ,  i n  wh ich  s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t  was 
r e q u i r e d  s i m p ly  t c  k e e p  f rom s u c c u m b i n g  t o  d e s p a i r -  W i t h i n  
t h i s  c o n t e x t  s h e  e x e m p l i f i e d  n o t  j u s t  h e r o i c  f a i t h  b u t  a
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p r a c t i c a l  a b i l i t y  t o  s u r v i v e  by p l a c i n g  h e r  h o u s e w i f e r y  
s k i l l s  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  h e r  c a p t o r s -  i n c h  on t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
l e v e l .
T h u s ,  i n  J lary B o w l a n d s o n * s  c a p t i v i t y  n a r r a t i v e  and  i n  
Wil l iam H u b b a r d ' s  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Maine  wars# two d i s t i n c t  
v e r s i o n s  o f  f e m a l e  h e r c i s n  e m e rg ed -  K o v l a n d s c n  l a c k e d  
w i l d e r n e s s  s k i l l s  whe re  Ann B r a c k e t t  e m b r a c e d  t hem.  She 
quaked b e f o r e  I n d i a n  a t t a c k  where  t h e  young  maid  o f  
Newichawonnek f o u g h t  t a c k -  S h e  f e a r e d  h e r  I n d i a n  n e i g h b o r s  
where t h e  I n d i a n  t r a d e r s  c f  C a s c o  d i d  n e t .  Ye t  she  
e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  h e r  own waj  f r o n t i e r  c o u r a g e ,  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  
and r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s -  Her  w e a k n e s s  became h e r  s t r e n g t h -  
Al though a v i c t i m  o f  I n d i a n  c r u e l t y ,  sh e  e m e r g e d  f ro m  
c a p t i v i t y  a s  a s p i r i t u a l  h e r o i n e  o f  a l m c s t  B i b l i c a l  
p r o p o r t i o n s .
♦ *  *
A f t e r  King  P h i l i p ' s  B a r ,  New E n g l a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d  a 
decade o f  p e a c e .  The a a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  Bhode I s l a n d  n a t i v e s  
who had f o r  a t i m e  t h r e a t e n e d  E n g l i s h  au tonomy i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
had l a r g e l y  been  a n n i h i l a t e d  o r  d r i v e n  i n t o  e x i l e -  Some o f  
them had j o i n e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  t r i b e s  o f  " e a s t e r n "  o r  Abenak i  
I n d i a n s  who i n h a b i t e d  p a r t  o f  n o r t h e r n  and c o a s t a l  Ha ine -  
In  1689,  w i t h  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  King W i l l i a m ’ s  War,  l o c a l  
t e n s i o n s  be tween  w h i t e s  and  n a t i v e s  i n  Maine  an d  New 
Hampshi re  we re  a b s o r b e d  i n  wha t  h i s t o r i a n s  hav e  s i n c e  c a l l e d
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nt h e  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  f o r  E m p i r e , ” t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e tw e e n  
B r i t a i n  and F r a n c e  f c r  d c n i n a n c e  i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a .  King 
S i l l i a m ' s  War ( 1 6 8 9 - 16 9 8 )  and  Queen A n n e ' s  War ( 1 7 0 3 - 1 7 1 3 )  
were l a r g e l y  f o u g h t  i n  Am er i ca  by I n d i a n s ,  f i r s t  I r o q u o i s  
p rovoked by t h e  E n g l i s h  t o  a t t a c k s  on  t h e  C a n a d i a n  f r o n t i e r ,  
but  l a t e r  and more e f f e c t i v e l y  by v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  o f  C a n a d i a n  
and Maine  I n d i a n s ,  o f t e n  l e d  by F r e n c h  c o u r e n r s  d e  b o i s  i n  
d e v a s t a t i n g  r a i d s  on e x p o s e d  c u t p c s t s  i n  New York  and  New 
E n g l a n d . [ 3 3  ]
I n  t h e  l o c a l  s t r u g g l e s  o f  King F h i l i p ' s  War,  New 
E n g l a n d e r s  had h o pe  o f  i s o l a t i n g  and  e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y i n g  
t h e  enemy.  Not  s o  w i t h  t h e  e l u s i v e  y e t  s e e m i n g l y  u b i q u i t o u s  
bands  o f  w a r r i o r s  s p i l l i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  f r om 
s a n c t u a r y  i n  New F r a n c e .  The one  E n g l i s h  a t t e m p t  a t  a 
f u l l - f l e d g e d  a s s a u l t  on C an ada — t h e  a t t a c k  cn t h e  F r e n c h  
f o r t r e s s  c f  Quebec— e n d e d  i n  f i a s c o -  F o r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  a 
s u c c e s s i o n  o f  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  and  d e b i l i t a t i n g  a t t a c k s  on t h e  
n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r  w r e a k e d  p y s c h o l o g i c a l  and  p h y s i c a l  
d e s o l a t i o r .  Bu t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e s e  wa r s  p r o v i d e d  new 
m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  B o s t o n  p r e s s .  M i n i s t e r i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  
New E n g la n d  i n  t h e  l a t e  s e v e n t e e n t h  and  e a r l y  
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r i e s  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a c o n s c i o u s  e f f o r t  
t o  e l e v a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  i m a g e ,  i f  n o t  t h e  s t a t u s ,  o f  
vomen.£3h]  B e c a u s e  C o t t c n  M a t h e r ,  t h e  c h i e f  e x p o n e n t  o f  t h e  
new e m p h a s i s ,  was a l s o  t h e  mos t  p r o m i n e n t  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e
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I n d i a n  w a r s ,  l i v i n g  h e r o i n e s  c f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r  t o o k  
t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s  b e s i d e  p i o u s  B o s t o n  m a t r o n s  
e u l o g i z e d  i n  c o u n t l e s s  f u n e r a l  s e r m o n s .
The f i g h t i n g  J a e l s  p r e f i g u r e d  i n  H u b b a r d ’ s h i s t o r y  a r e  
t h e  most  c o l o r f u l ,  i f  n o t  t h e  mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  o f  t h e  
h e r o i n e s .  L ik e  " M o l l y  P i t c h e r , "  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  w a t e r - c a r r i e r  
o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War , ,  who f i r e d  a c a n n o n  i n  t h e  p r e s s u r e  
o f  a b a t t l e ,  some women l e a r n e d  t o  s h o o t  i n  t h e s e  f i r s t  
French  anc  I n d i a n  w a r s .  I n  d e s c r i b i n g  an  a s s a u l t  on W e l l s  
i n  King W i l l i a m ’ s  War ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  C c t t c n  M a t h e r  p r a i s e d  
t he  women of t h e  g a r r i s o n  who " t o o k  up t h e  Amazon i an  S t r o k e ,  
and n o t  o n l y  b r o u g h t  Ammuni t i on  t o  t h e  Men, b u t  a l s o  w i t h  a 
Manly R e s o l u t i o n  f i r e d  s e v e r a l  T imes  upcn  t h e  E n e m y . " [ 3 5 ]
F o r  e v e r y  s u c h  a c c o u n t  which  a p p e a r e d  i n  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  t e e n  o t h e r s  w h i ch  s u r v i v e d  
only i n  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  c r  f a m i l y  l e g e n d .  By t h e  end  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  s t o r i e s  c f  O y s t e r  R i v e r  h e r o i n e s  had  
a c q u i r e d  t he  v i v i d  d e t a i l  r e c o r d e d  by J e r e m y  B e l k n a p ,  whose  
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  s o  h e  s a i d ,  was c o l l e c t e d  f rom " a g e d  p e r s o n s "  
by a d e s c e n d a n t  o f  one  c f  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  f a m i l i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  
t o  Be lkn ap ,  no men w e re  i n s i d e  a g a r r i s o n  n e a r  t h e  h o u s e  o f  
John Drew when a s m a l l  p a r t y  a t t a c k e d  i n  A p r i l  o f  1706.  The 
women, " s e e i n g  n o t h i n g  b u t  d e a t h  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  f i r e d  an  
a la rm,  anc  t h e n  p u t t i n g  cn h a t s ,  a n d  l o o s e n i n g  t h e i r  h a i r  
t h a t  t h e y  m ig h t  a p p e a r  l i k e  men ,  t h e y  f i r e d  s o  b r i s k l y  t h a t
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t h e  enemy,  a p p r e h e n d i n g  t h e  p e c p l e  were  a l a r m e d ,  f l e d  
w i t hou t  b u r n i n g  o r  e v e n  p l u n d e r i n g  t h e  h o u s e  wh ich  t h e y  had 
a t t a c k e d .  " [36  ] B e l k n a p  t o l d  o f  a s i m i l a r  event :  wh ich  
o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  B e a r d  g a r r i s c n  i n  D c v e r  i n  1712-  Aga in  t h e  
house was l e f t  d e f e n c e l e s s  when a " wcman named E s t h e r  J o n e s  
mounted g u a r d  and  w i t h  a commanding  v o i c e  c a l l e d  s o  l o u d l y  
and r e s o l u t e l y  a s  made t h e  enemy t h i n k  t h e r e  was h e l p  a t  
hand,  an d  p r e v e n t e d  f a r t h e r  m i s c h i e f  . " [  37 ]
These  s t o r i e s  f i t  w e l l  w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  women a s  
"deputy  h u s b a n d s "  a b l e  t c  s t e p  i n t o  a v o i d  c r e a t e d  b y  male  
absence  and  f u l f i l l  m a l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i t h o u t  i n  any 
s ense  a l t e r i n g  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  f e m a l e  r o l e s -  The e m p h a s i s  on 
male d i s g u i s e  i n  B e l n a p ' s  s t o r i e s  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t -  As M a t h e r  
made c l e a r ;  f i r i n g  upon  t h e  enemy a t  B e l l s  r e g u i r e d  a "m an l y  
r e s o l u t i o n .  "
T h e r e  i s  no way c f  knowing  i f  P h i l i p  Moodey’ s  m o t h e r  
p e r s o n a l l y  u s e d  t h e  h a l f  pcund  c f  gu np owd e r  he  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  
h e r  i n  N a t h a n i e l  P e r r y m a n ’ s  s t o r e  i n  E x e t e r  i n  1 7 2 2 . £ 3 8 ]  
S in ce  t h e  F r e n c h  a nd  I n d i a n  Wars f o r c e d  g r e a t e r  g e n e r a l  
p r e p a r e d n e s s  cn t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  ucmen may h a v e  become more 
f a m i l i a r  wi th f i r e a r m s  t h a n  i n  e a r l i e r  w a r s ,  and  a few 
pe rhaps  l e a r n e d  t o  l o a d  and  f i r e  on t h e i r  own.  I n  1724,  
Samuel  P e n h a l l o w  c f  P o r t S H C u t h  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  h e r o i s m  of  an 
Oxford woman who s h o t  an d  k i l l e d  an  I n d i a n  who was 
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r e a k  t h r o u g h  h e r  r o c f -  A c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l
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t r a d i t i o n ,  s h e  ha d  two m u s k e t s  and two p i s t o l s  c h a r g e d  and  
ready  f o r  h i s  t h r e e  c o m p a n i o n  s . [ 39  ]
The q u e s t i o n  o f  means may he m i s p l a c e d ,  h o w e v e r .  The 
i m p o r t a n t  p r ob l e m  i s  n o t  w h e t h e r  c o l o n i a l  women had t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  b u t  w h e t h e r  t h e y  had  t h e  w i l l .  
There  were  f a m i l i a r  weapons  a t  h a n d .  Hannah  B r a d l e y  of  
H a v e r h i l l  s c a l d e d  an  a t t a c k e r  w i t h  a k e t t l e  o f  b o i l i n g  
s o a p - [ 4  0 ]  G iven  t h e  i m p u l s e ,  a h o u s e w i f e  l i k e  Hannah D u s t o n ,  
who had  u n d o u b t e d l y  s l a u g h t e r e d  c h i c k e n s  a nd  s k i n n e d  and  
e v i s c e r a t e d  a n i m a l s ,  would know how t o  k i l l  and  t a k e  a 
s c a l p .
T h u s ,  a number  o f  i n t r e p i d  f e m a l e s  l i v i n g  on t h e  
f r o n t i e r  c f  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  1689 i n h e r i t e d  
t h e  " b l e s s i n g  o f  J a e l "  f i r s t  i n v o k e d  t y  W i l l i a m  H u b t a rd  a 
decade  b e f o r e .  They s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e n d e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  
were p r a i s e d  f o r  d o i n g  s o .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  mean t h a t  f i g h t i n g  
was a t y p i c a l  f e m a l e  r e s p o n s e .  L i k e  mos t  e m b a t t l e d  
s o c i e t i e s  b e f o r e  and s i n c e ,  t h e  v i l l a g e s  c f  Maine  and  New 
Hampshi re  e v a c u a t e d  women and  c h i l d r e n  f i r s t  an d  e x p e c t e d  
men t o  do t h e  s h o o t i n g . [ 4 1 ]  The h e r o i s m  o f  women l i k e  Hannah 
Br ad l ey  o r  E s t h e r  J o n e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  n o t  
p r o b a b i l i t y .  P r e s u m e d  weak ,  wcnen cn t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o l o n i a l  
f r o n t i e r  migh t  p r o v e  t h e m s e l v e s  s t r o n g .
402
Even more p e r s i s t e n t  t h a n  t h e  image  o f  J a e l  was t h e  
image o f  t h e  g o d l y  c a p t i v e -  The t i t l e  gage  o f  one 
n a r r a t i v e ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1728 ,  s t a t e s  t h e  common t he m e :
"God’ s  Mercy s u r m o u n t i n g  Man’ s  C r u e l t y  E x e m p l i f y e d  i n  t h e  
C a p t i v i t y  and  f i e d e m p t i c n  c f  E l i z a b e t h  H a n so n -  - -  I n  wh ich  
a r e  i n s e r t e d .  Sund ry  r e m a r k a b l e  P r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  D e l i v e r a n c e s ,  
and Marks o f  t h e  Ca re  and  K i n d n e s s  o f  P r o v i d e n c e - " £ 4 2 ]  I t  
m a t t e r s  l i t t l e  t h a t  E l i z a b e t h  Hanson was  a Qu ak e r  o r  t h a t  
sh e  l i v e d  on a r e m o t e  f a r m  i n  a s c a t t e r e d  New H a m p s h i r e  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  p u r p o s e s  c f  h e r  n a r r a t i v e ,  t c  p r a i s e  God and 
t o  p romote  p i e t y ,  were  t h o s e  which  had  m o t i v a t e d  Mary 
Bowlandson f i f t y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  and wh ich  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
domina t e  t h e  s e r m o n s  and  h i s t o r i e s  o f  H a n s o n ’ s P u r i t a n  
c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  c o t t o n  M a t h e r -
F o r c e d  i n t o  s u b m i s s i v e n e s s ,  t h e  g o d l y  c a p t i v e  p r o v e d  
he r  s t r e n g t h  by  s u r v i v i n g ,  t h e n  g a v e  t h e  c r e d i t  t o  God. As 
i n  Mary B o w l a n d s o n ’ s  d a y ,  h e r  I n d i a n  c a p t o r s  s t o o d  f o r  t h e  
powers o f  d a r k n e s s -  Y e t  i n  t h e  w a r s  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  God’ s  e n e m i e s  had  a c q u i r e d  a new and awesome a l l y .  
Co t t o n  Ma th e r  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  p e r c e p t i o n  c f  t h i s  
t h r e a t  when he w r o t e  i n  a t r a c t  a d d r e s s e d  t c  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
o f  t h e  Maine  f r o n t i e r :  " S e  h e a r  o f  a V e x a t i c u s  A d v e r s a r y ,  
Wild I n d i a n s ,  h e a d e d  and  a c t e d  by F r e n c h  P a p i s t s ,  b r e a k i n g  
i n  upon ycu now a n d  t h e n ;  k i l l i n g  o f  some ,  and  s i e z i n g  and  
s n a t c h i n g  away o t h e r s ,  f c r  a C a p t i v i t y ,  f u l l  c f
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m i s e r i e s - " [ 4 3 ]  From t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  d i s s e n t i n g  
P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  t h e  I n d i a n - F r e n c h  c c n b i n a t i o n  e p i t o m i z e d  t h e  
t w i n - t h r e a t s  o f  b a r b a r i s m  and  f a l s e  f a i t h -  T h u s ,  e v e n  more 
t h a n  i n  King P h i l i p ’ s  War ,  c a p t i v i t y  was  s e e n  a s  a " l i o n ’ s  
den” o r  a " f i e r y ,  f i e r y  f u r n a c e , "  p r o v i d i n g  b o t h  d r a m a t i c  
s t o r i e s  and i n s t r u c t i v e  l e s s o n s  f o r  t h e  p e n s  o f  m i n i s t e r s -  
I n  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  Cueen Anne’ s War,  C o t t o n  f l a t h e r  
a rgued  t h a t  God was p u n i s h i n g  a l l  New E n g l a n d  i n  a  c o n f l i c t  
which a f f l i c t e d  t a x p a y e r s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  and  t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  
s o l d i e r s  i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a n d -  But  he g a v e  
p a r t i c u l a r  e m p h a s i s  t c  t h e  t r i a l s  c f  " o u r  d e a r  B r e t h r e n  i n  
t h e  F r o n t i e r .  - - who a r e  P o s t e d  i n  t h e  V a l l e y  of  
Achor.  " [ 4 4 ]  The B i b l i c a l  a l l u s i o n  was t o  a t r a d i t i o n a l  
P a l e s t i n i a n  " v a l l e y  o f  t r o u b l e "  whe re  a d i s o b e d i e n t  
I s r a e l i t e  had b e e n  s t c n e d  f o r  h i d i n g  B a b y l o n i s h  s p o i l s  
s a l v a g e d  i n  t h e  c o n q u e s t  o f  C a n a a n .  New E n g l a n d e r s  who 
s e a r c h e d  f o r  p r o v i d e n t i a l  d e s i g n  i n  e v e r y  e v e n t  had ample  
r ea so n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  Gcd ha c  i n d e e d  s i n g l e d  c u t  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p a r t s  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  c h a s t e n i n g -  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
o f  D e e r f i e l d  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  o f  w e s t e r n  
Has sachuse  t s ,  no o t h e r  a r e a  c f  New E n g l a n d  s u f f e r e d  so  
a c u t e l y  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  I n d i a n  w a r s -  I h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  
New En g la nd  c a p t i v e s  t a k e n  t o  Canada  b e t w e e n  168 9 -1 72 8  came 
from t h e  P i s c a t a g u a  r e g i o n  o f  Maine and  New H a m p s h i r e  o r  t h e  
i s o l a t e d  p l a n t a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  Maine c o a s t  b e t w e e n  N e l l s  and
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Pemaguid. [ 45 ]
Some s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e s e  p a r t s  s h a r e d  B a t h e r ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  
of  t h e i r  d a n g e r ,  Hannah S war t o n  saw h e r  own c a p t i v i t y  a s  a 
pu n i sh m en t  f o r  h e r  f a m i l y ' s  n e g l i g e n c e  i n  r em o v i n g  f rom t h e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  com m un i ty  o f  E e v e r l y ,  whe re  t h e r e  was a c h u r c h  
and a m i n i s t e r ,  t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  o f  Casco  Bay,  " t h e r e b y  
Expos ing  c u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  fce b r e d  I g n o r a n t l y  l i k e  
I n d i a n s - " [ 4 6 ]  J o h n  G y l e s ,  a c a p t i v e  o f  P e m a g u i d ,  r e c a l l e d  
t h a t  a f t e r  r em ov i ng  t o  B a in e  h i s  f a t h e r  had  b e e n  much 
t r o u b l e d  ty  " t h e  I m m o r a l i t i e s  c f  a  P e o p l e  who ha d  l o n g  l i v e d  
L a w l e s s - " [ 4 7 ]  Such commen t s  c u t  i n  twc  d i r e c t i o n s ,  h o w e v e r .  
I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  u n g o d l i n e s s  o f  t h e  Maine  f r o n t i e r ,  t h e s e  
w r i t e r s  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n c e  t h e r e  o f  a t  
l e a s t  a few a r t i c u l a t e  s e t t l e r s  o f  P u r i t a n  p e r s u a s i o n .  
S w a r t o n ' s  n a r r a t i v e  i s  r e a l l y  a s t a n d a r d  c o n v e r s i o n  s t o r y ,  a 
s t y l i z e d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s a i n t  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  d e s p a i r  t o w a r d  
s a v i n g  f a i t h -  She  s u r v i v e d  c a p t i v i t y  by r e m e m b e r i n g  
c o m f o r t i n g  p a s s a g e s  f ro m t h e  s c r i p t u r e s ;  s h e  r e s i s t e d  t h e  
t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  C a t h o l i c  k i n d n e s s  t h r o u g h  p r a y e r  an d  g o d l y  
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  a f e l l o w  c a p t i v e ,  M a r g a r e t  S t i l s o n ,  who 
was a l s o  from M a i n e . [ 4 8 ]
Joh n  G y l e s  memoi r  h a s  an e v e n  more  v i v i d  p o r t r a i t  o f  a 
z e a l o u s  Maine p r o t e s t a n t ,  h i s  own m o t h e r .  He r e c a l l e d  h e r  
l a s t  words  t o  him a s  t h e y  we re  s e p a r a t e d  i n  c a p t i v i t y ,  "Oh! 
my dear  C h i l d !  I f  i t  we r e  G o d ' s  w i l l ,  I  h a d  r a t h e r  f o l l o w
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you t o  your  G r a v e l  o r  n e v e r  s e e  you more  i n  t h i s  Wor ld ,  
t han  you  s h o u l d  be  s o l d  t c  a J e s u i t . ” [ 4 9  ] So i m p r e s s i v e  were  
her  f e a r s ,  t h a t  when a F r e n c h  p r i e s t  o f f e r e d ’ him a b i s c u i t ,  
he h id  i t  u n d e r  a l o g  " f e a r i n g  t h a t  he  had  p u t  s o m e t h i n g  i n  
i t  t o  make me Love  h im;  f c r  I  was v e r y  Yeung ,  a n d  h a d  h e a r d  
much o f  t h e  P a p i s t s  t o r t u r i n g  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s ,  e t c .  s o  t h a t  
I  h a t e d  t h e  s i g h t  o f  a  J e s u i t . " [ 5 0  ] C a p t i v i t y  t a u g h t  G y l e s  
t o  r e s p e c t  b o t h  h i s  I n d i a n  and  h i s  F r e n c h  c a p t o r s ,  b u t  he 
d id  n o t  f o r g e t  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  t e a c h i n g s -  When a f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  
among t h e  I n d i a n s  he was s o l d  t c  a F r e n c h  f a m i l y ,  he  c r i e d  
i n  t h e  wocds t h i n k i n g  o f  how h i s  m o t h e r  had d e t e s t e d  
" p a p i s t s . " [51 ] I t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  
" g o d l e s s "  f r o n t i e r ,  l i k e  s i m i l a r  a t t a c k s  on b a c k s l i d i n g  
Bos ton ,  m igh t  h a v e  o r i g i n a t e d  a s  much f rom t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
z e a l  o f  one  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  f r o m  t h e  i m p i e t y  o f  
t he  r e s t .
N e i t h e r  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  n o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  m i n i s t r y  
wanted t o  s e e  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a b a n d o n e d -  From a m i l i t a r y  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  Maine  a n d  New H a m p s h i r e  were  
a n e c e s s a r y  b u f f e r ,  a r i n g  o f  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  F r e n c h  
i n c u r s i o n s  o n t o  E n g l i s h  s o i l -  From a r e l i g i o u s  v i e w p o i n t ,  
t h e  s a f e t y  o f  New E n g l a n d  r e s t e d  i n  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  
of God t o  t h e  " v a l l e y  o f  A c h o r - " I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h e n  
t h a t  t h e  c r i s i s  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  t h e s e  y e a r s  p r o v i d e d  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a t h i r d  and  l e s s  d r a m a t i c  f c r m  of  h e r o i s m .
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Some women, e s p e c i a l l y  a g e d  and  p i o u s  widows ,  became known 
f o r  t h e i r  c o u r a g e  i n  s i m p l y  s t a y i n g  p u t ,  i n  r e f u s i n g  t o  
l e a v e  t h e i r  w i l d e r n e s s  hemes  d e s p i t e  t h e  e n t r e a t i e s  o f  
f r i e n d s  o r  r e l a t i v e s .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  C o t t o n  M a t h e r ,  Mrs.  E l i z a b e t h  Hea rd  was  
m i r a c u l o u s l y  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  D o v e r  M a s s a c r e  c f  1689 .  s h e  
w i t n e s s e d  s c e n e s  o f  d e s o l a t i o n  wh ich  m i g h t  h a v e  ov e rcom e  a 
l e s s e r  p e r s o n ,  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t  a ba n do n  h e r  home i n  t h e  l o n g  
war which  f o l l o w e d .  " T h i s  G e n t l e w c m a n ' s G a r r i s o n  was t h e  
most  Ex t ream F r o n t i e r  o f  t h e  P r o v i d e n c e ,  a n d  more O b n o x i o u s  
t h a n  any  e t h e r ,  an d  more u n c a p a b l e  o f  B e l i e f ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
by he r  p r e s e n c e  an d  c o u r a g e ,  i t  h e l d  o u t  a l l  t h e  War,  e v e n  
f o r  Ten Year s  t o g e t h e r , "  he w r c t e ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  she  r e s i s t e d  
t h e  o f f e r s  o f  h e r  f r i e n d s  t o  r emove  t o  s a f e t y  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  
"which would ha v e  b e e n  a Carnage t o  t h e  Town and  L a n d . " £ 5 2 ]
O t h e r  B o s t o n i a n s  a d m i r e d  t h e  t e n a c i t y  o f  f r o n t i e r  
women. I n  1710 ,  Sam ue l  S e w a l l  c f  B o s t o n  w ro t e  t o  E l i z a b e t h  
S a l t o n s t a l l  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  who had r e c e n t l y  b e e n  widowed,  
p r a i s i n g  h e r  f o r  " t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  you l a y  e v e n  upon t h e  
P r o v i n c e ,  by d e n y i n g  y o u r  s e l f ,  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  l i v e  i n  a 
F r o n t i e r  Town."  I n  S e w a l l ' s  v i e w ,  Mrs .  S a l t o n s t a l l ’ s  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  Commonweal th  was t w o f o l d ;  he  a d m i r e d  b o t h  h e r  
cou rage  and h e r  p i e t y .  As he p h r a s e d  i t ,  h e r  h e r o i s m  
c o n s i s t e d  i n  " v e n t u r i n g  t c  k e e p  H a t ch  a n d  Hard f o r  t h e  
Inward Tow ns - " [ 5 3 ]  I n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  S e w a l l  m e n t i o n e d  e n c l o s i n g
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a book " a s  a s m a l l  Token  c f  my R e s p e c t . "  He d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  
t i t l e ,  t h o u g h  i t  may w e l l  h a v e  keen  one  o f  t h e  s e r m o n s  o r  
d i s c o u r s e s  f o r  women w h i c h  C c t t c n  Ma th e r  was p r i n t i n g  so  
f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s .  Semen c f  t h e  f r o n t i e r  p e r h a p s  
r e a d  a s  w e l l  a s  i n s p i r e d  t h e  p u b l i c  p r a i s e  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e i r  
sex  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y -
♦ *  *
In a f u n e r a l  s e r m o n  p r e a c h e d  i n  1728 f c r  K a t h a r i n  
K i l l a r d ,  t h e  w i f e  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  p r o v i n c i a l  s e c r e t a r y ,  
Mather  i n c l u d e d  a g e n e r a l i z e d  p a e a n  t o  New E n g l a n d  women. 
"There  have  b e e n ,  an d  t h r o *  t h e  G r a c e  o f  o u r  God t h e r e  s t i l l  
a r e ,  t o  be f o u n d ,  i n  many p a r t s  o f  t h e s e  A m e r i c a n  R e g i o n s ,  
and even  in t h e  C o t t a g e s  c f  t h e  S i l d e r n e s s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  
our  C a p i t a l  C i t y ,  t h o s e  Handma ids  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  whc tho* t h e y  
ly very  much C o n c e a l ' d  f r o m  t h e  W o r l d ,  and  may be  c a l l e d .
The Hidden One s ,  y e t  h a v e  nc l i t t l e  s h a r e  i n  t h e  B e a u t y  and  
t he  De fence  of  t h e  L a n d . " [ 5 4 ]  Ma th e r  was p e r h a p s  t h i n k i n g  o f  
t h e  many women he h a d  p r a i s e d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  i n  
h i s  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  w a r s ,  t h e  a s s e r t i v e  v i r a g o e s  who 
p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  t h e  enemy;  t h e  p i o u s  c a p t i v e s  who made 
a t r e k  t o  Canada  a r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  g o d l y  
widows whose homes  we re  a b a r r i e r  t o  enemy a t t a c k  a nd  whose  
p r e s e n c e  p r o v i d e d  s p i r i t u a l  i n s u r a n c e  o f  G o d ' s  c a r e -  Hannah 
Duston o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  Hannah S w a r t o n  c f  C a s c o  Bay ,  and  
E l i z a b e t h  Heard  o f  C o c he c h o  s e r v e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  w ay s ,  b u t  i n
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Ma th e r ’ s  view e a c h  woman was a d e f e n d e r  o f  Z i o n .
I f  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s  n u r t u r e d  f e m a l e  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  
they a l s o  p r o v i d e d  an  a r e n a  f o r  e x e m p l a r y  g o d l i n e s s -  
w i l d e r n e s s  c o u r a g e  and  p i c t e s t a n t  p i e t y  u e r e  b o t h  i m p o r t a n t  
i n g r e d i e n t s  i n  t h e  myth c f  f r o n t i e r  h e r o i s m  which  was b o r n  
i n  t he  n a r r a t i v e s  o f  King P h i l i p ’s  Bar  and n u r t u r e d  i n  t h e  
m i n i s t e r i a l  h i s t o r i e s  which f o l l o w e d -  I n  r e a l  l i f e ,  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  he r c i ' sm  and  r e l i g i o n  was f a r  more 
complex-  On c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  Hannah D u s t o n ' s  a g g r e s s i o n  
was l i n k e d  l e s s  t o  a m i l i t a n t  E u r i t a n i s m  t h a n  t o  a v i o l e n t  
u n d e r s i d e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  c u l t u r e  o f  New E n g l a n d ;  S u a r t o n * s  
r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c i s m  was l e s s  s t r i k i n g  t h a n  t h e  
c a p i t u l a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  c a p t i v e s ;  w h i l e  H e a r d ' s  home-bound  
p i e t y ,  t h o ug h  l e s s  s p e c t a c u l a r  t h a n  e i t h e r ,  had  a g r e a t e r  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  l c c g  r a n g e  h i s t o r y  of  New E n g l a n d ,  a 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  n o t  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  m i n i s t e r i a l  n a r r a t i v e s ,  
however ,  b u t  i n  c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  f e m a l e  r o l e s  i n  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  d e v e l o p m e n t  c f  t h e  r e g i o n -
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C h a p t e r  Ten 
' V i r a goe s
B o s t o n ' s  N o r t h  C h u r c h ,  A p r i l  1697 -  C o t t o n  Ma th e r  i s  i n  
the p u l p i t  c o n c l u d i n g  a s e rm on  on t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n s  which  
must  p r e c e d e  c o n v e r s i o n -  He p a u s e s ,  t h e  l o c h s  t o w a r d  t h e  
woman's s i d e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  where  a h o u s e w i f e  f r om 
H a v e r h i l l  s i t s  s i l e n t  i n  h e r  b e s t  gown and hood -  H a t h e r  
begs h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t o  p e r m i t  a d i g r e s s i o n ,  f o r  b e f o r e  h i s  
ve ry  e y e s  i s  a woman who h a s  known t h e  r e a l  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  a 
f r i g h t e n i n g  c a p t i v i t y  among s a v a g e s -  I f  God c o u l d  d e l i v e r  
he r  f rom an enemy so  t e r r i b l e ,  s u r e l y  He m i g h t  d e l i v e r  a 
r e p e n t a n t  s o u l  f r om  t h e  g r e a t e r  b o n d a g e  o f  s i n -  Though 
f a i n t i n g  and w e a r y ,  s t i l l  r e c o v e r i n g  f r o m  t h e  b i r t h  of  a 
c h i l d ,  God had  s u s t a i n e d  Hannah Du s to n  i n  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and 
g iven  h e r  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  s l a y  h e r  c a p t o r s -  He r  d e l i v e r a n c e  
was an emtlem f o r  a l l  New E n g l a n d . [ 1 ]
Did Hannah l o o k  a t  t h e  p u l p i t  o r  a t  h e r  h a n d s  a s  M a t h e r  
spoke?  As s h e  s a t  i n  h i s  c h u r c h  t h a t  s p r i n g  m o r n in g  and  
h e a r d  him " P u t l i c k l y  S Sol emnly '*  and  w i t h  a l l  h i s  a u t h o r i t y
V / *
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as  a s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  L o r d  J e s u s  C h r i s t  c a l l  upon h e r  ’' t o  make 
a B igh t  u s e  o f  t h e  D e l i v e r a n c e ,  w h e r e w i t h  He h a s  H i g h l y  
f a v o u r e d  y o u , "  d i d  s h e  t h i n k  c f  h e r  s i s t e r  E l i z a b e t h ?  Did 
Ha the r ?  Did he r emember  t h a t  o t h e r  s e rmon  he had  p r e a c h e d
j u s t  f o u r  y e a r s  b e f o r e ?  I n  t h a t  a g e  so  c o n s c i o u s  o f  f a m i l y ,
/
s u r e l y  he o r  someone  e l s e  i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  mu s t  ha v e  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  Hannah D u s t o n ,  t h e  I n d i a n  f i g h t e r ,  and 
E l i z a b e t h  E me r so n ,  t h e  condemned  m u r d e r e r ,  were  s i s t e r s .
Yet no c o m m e n t a t o r ,  f r o m  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t ,  ha s  e v e r  l i n k e d  t h e i r  two s t o r i e s . [ 2 ]  I n  1693 a 
j u r y  c o n v i c t e d  E l i z a b e t h  Emerson o f  k i l l i n g  h e r  t w i n  b a b i e s  
a t  b i r t h .  Though s h e  d e n i e d  i t ,  no w i t n e s s  a p p e a r e d  i n  h e r  
f a v o r .  IN 16S7 h e r  s i s t e r  Hannah c o n f e s s e d  t o  k i l l i n g  t e n  
s l e e p i n g  I n d i a n s  and  was p r o c l a i m e d  a s a v i o u r  o f  New 
Eng l and .  Not  f o r  a h u n d r e d  y e a r s  would  an yo n e  q u e s t i o n  h e r  
m o t i v a t i o n  o r  h e r  b e h a v i o r -  The i n f a m y  o f  E l i z a b e t h  c a s t s  
an u n e x p e c t e d  l i g h t  on t h e  fame o f  Han nah ,  f o r c i n g  us t o  
p l a c e  " h e r o i s m "  w i t h i n  t h e  w i d e r  c o n t e x t  o f  v i o l e n t  
b e h a v i o r .
Hannah Dus ton  and  E l i z a b e t h  Emer son  were  b o t h  u n u s u a l .  
I n  t h e i r  s o c i e t y ,  a s  i n  e v e r y  e t h e r  f o r  which  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  
a v a i l a b l e ,  f e m a l e s  we re  l e s s  d i s p o s e d  t o  p h y s i c a l  a g g r e s s i o n  
t h a n  m a l e s . [ 3 ]  I n  E s s e x  Coun ty  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  women were  a s s a i l a n t s  i n  f e w e r  t h a n  
twenty p e r c e n t  c f  c o u r t  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  some f c r m  of  v i o l e n t
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b e h a v i o r . £ 4 ]  Yet  a  c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  f r om 
t h e  r e g i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r ,  t h o u g h  u n u s u a l ,  was 
unusua l  i n  p a t t e r n e d  wa ys -  I f  mos t  women d i d  n o t  use  
p h y s i c a l  f o r c e ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  and h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  m i n o r i t y  
d id -  The two s i s t e r s  t o u c h  o p p c s i t e  m a r g i n s  of  a l a r g e r  
f a b r i c  o f  f e m a l e  v i o l e n c e  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d -
C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a n s  would n e v e r  h a v e  f o c u s e d  upon a 
q u a l i t y  s u c h  a s  " v i o l e n c e "  i n  t h e  way we a r e  d o i n g  h e r e -  
Por  them t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  no r e a l  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  Hannah 
Duston and E l i z a b e t h  Emerson b e c a u s e  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d  i n  
r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s e t t i n g s .  Bol e  was more s i g n i f i c a n t  
t han  p e r s o n a l i t y -  Seme c f  t h e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  c e r t a i n l y  
knew t h e  f a m i l y  c o n n e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  wou l d  n o t  have  drawn 
from i t  t h e  same s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  would  a t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  
p s y c h o l o g i s t  o r  f o r  t h a t  n a t t e r  a  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
r o m a n t i c  l i k e  H a w t h o r n e -  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  p r e m o d e r n  
Amer i cans  d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  dr aw f i r m  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  
e x t e r n a l  b e h a v i o r  and  i n t r i n s i c  c h a r a c t e r -  C e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s  
of  b e h a v i o r  c o u l d  be pu t  on and  t a k e n  o f f  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w i t h o u t  a l t e r i n g  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
pe r so n ;  women c o u l d  a c t  as  " d e p u t y  h u s b a n d s , "  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
o r  men as " b r i d e s  o f  C h r i s t "  w i t h o u t  be com ing  a ny  l e s s  
" s u b m i s s i v e "  o r  " m a s t e r f u l "  i n  o t h e r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s -  A 
p s y c h o l o g i s t  m i g h t  l o o k  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  
Emerson f a m i l y ,  a r o m a n t i c i s t  f o r  s c a e  d a r k  s e c r e t  which
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might  e x p l a i n  a common f l a w .  C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a n s  were  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  n e i t h e r .  To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  
Hannah Dus ton  and E l i z a b e t h  Emreson  we must  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  
r o l e s  t h e y  f i l l e d .
War and i n f a n t i c i d e ,  t h e  mos t  p u b l i c  a nd  t h e  most  
p r i v a t e  o f  v i o l e n t  a c t s ,  d e s c r i b e  twc e x t r e m e s  o f  a f a r  more 
common r e s p o n s e  t o  human s t r e s s .  V i o l e n c e  can  be d e f i n e d  a s  
any p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  upon a p e r s o n  o r  p r o p e r t y .  I n  n o r t h e r n  
New E n g l a r d ,  a number  o f  a l a c s t  o r d i n a r y  v i g n e t t e s  t y p i f i e d  
t h e  n o r m a l  r a n g e  o f  v i o l e n t  b e h a v i o r — a m a s t e r  b e a t i n g  h i s  
s e r v a n t ,  a woman t h r o w i n g  s t o n e s  a t  a n e . i g h o r * s  h og ,  a crowd 
of  young t r o o p e r s  f i g h t i n g  i n  a t a v e r n ,  on e  man t e a r i n g  down 
a n o th e r  man*s f e n c e .  Each i n c i d e n t  was d e f i n e d  by  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s a i l a n t  and  t h e  v i c t i m  i n  a h i e r a r c h y  o f  
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .
A u t h o r i t a r i a n  v i o l e n c e  was e m p l o y e d  by a s u p e r i o r  t o  
e n f o r c e  o b e d i e n c e  by an i n f e r i o r — t h e  s e r v a n t  had  h i d d e n  
when i t  was t i m e  t o  r a k e  hay-
Def e n s i v e  v i o l e n c e  i n v o l v e d  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a 
p e r c e i v e d  t r e s p a s s — t h e  hog had  g o t t e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  f e n c e  and 
was r o o t i n g  i n  t h e  c o r n .
D i s o r d e r l y  v i o l e n c e . o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d r i n k i n g ,  
had no i m m e d i a t e l y  v i s i b l e  o b j e c t i v e ,  y e t  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  
i n v o l v e d  an a u d i e n c e  and a b i d  f o r  a t t e n t i o n -  I t  b o t h  
d e f i n e d  and made b e a r a b l e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  c f  a n  i n f e r i o r  i n  t h e
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u n d e r l y i n g  o r d e r  w h i ch  i t  a t t a c k e d — t r a i n i n g  da y  h a d  b e e n  
ha rd  and  h o t  and  t h e  r e w a r d s  f e w ;  i t  was t i m e  t o  l e t  o f f  
s t e am.
De m o n s t r a t i  ve  v i o l e n c e  i n v o l v e d  a p r e m e d i t a t e d  a s s a u l t  
on a u t h o r i t y  i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  w i t n e s s  a n  i n j u s t i c e — t h e  f e n c e  
s tood  on d i s p u t e d  l a n d .
I n  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a ,  t h e  f i r s t  two t y p e s  o f  v i o l e n c e  
were s e e n  p o s i t i v e l y  a s  w e l l  a s  n e g a t i v e l y -  The e s s e n t i a l  
q u e s t i o n  was n o t  w h e t h e r  t h e  m a s t e r  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  
t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  t h e  woman t o  d r i v e  o f f  t h e  p i g ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  
t h e  v i o l e r c e  u s e d  was e x c e s s i v e  and  w h e t h e r  o t h e r  more 
p e a c e f u l  means had  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e .  He re  t h e  i s s u e  was a b u s e  
of  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s o b e d i e n c e  t o  a u t c r i t y .  The l a s t  two t y p e s  
o f  v i o l e n c e  c l e a r l y  s t o o d  beyond  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  l a w ,  b u t  e ve n  
h e r e  t h e  a g g r e s s o r  r e s p e c t e d  t h e  v e r y  boun ds  he v i o l a t e d -  
I f  t h e r e  had been  no law a g a i n s t  f i g h t i n g  i n  t he  t a v e r n ,  n o r  
a p r o s c r i p t i o n  a g a i n s t  t e a r i n g  down f e n c e s ,  t h e  a g g r e s s i o n  
would h a v e  b e e n  w i t h o u t  s o c i a l  m e a n i n g -  A l l  f o u r  t y p e s  come 
c l o s e  t o  what  Emanuel  Marx h a s  c a l l e d  '’s o c i a l  v i o l e n c e , "  
t h a t  i s  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i c r  by  o r d i n a r y  p e r s o n s  f o r  more o r  
l e s s  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  e n d s . [ 5 ]
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  a n t i - s o c i a l  v i o l e n c e  s i g n a l l e d  t h e  
a g g r e s s o r ’s  a l i e n a t i o n  f ro m  t h e  c o m m u n i ty .  Murde r  o r  
s u i c i d e  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  s o c i a l  bend  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  t r y i n g  
t o  c o n t a i n  o r  e n l a r g e  i t -  Such a  t y p o l o g y  w i l l  n o t  e x p l a i n
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t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  v i o l e n c e ,  t a t  i t  w i l l  h e l p  u s  t o  s e e  
some th ing  of  i t s  r a n g e ,  A c l o s e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  e a c h  t y p e  
r e v e a l s  c e r t a i n  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f e m a l e  r o l e s .
From t h e  w h i p p i n g  p o s t  on  t h e  town  common t o  t h e  
pudding  s t i c k  i n  t h e  hand  c f  a m o t h e r ,  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a n s  
a c c e p t e d  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  v i o l e n c e  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s o c i a l  
o rd e r -  The most  e x t r e m e  f o r m s  o f  v i o l e n c e  were  m o n o p o l i z e d  
by t he  s t a t e ,  which h a d  t h e  power  t o  k i l l  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  
whip,  b u t  m a s t e r s ,  m i s t r e s s e s ,  s c h o o l m a s t e r s ,  and  p a r e n t s  
no t  o n l y  had t h e  r i g h t  b u t  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  
p h y s i c a l  c o r r e c t i o n  i f  n e e d e d .  As Anne B r a d s t r e e t  p u t  i t ,  
"some c h i l d r e n  ( l i k e  s o w r e  l a n d )  a r e  o f  s o  t o u g h  and  morose  
a d i s p o [ s i ] t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  p l o u g h  c f  c o r r e c t i o n  mus t  make 
long f u r r o w s  on t h e i r  b a c k ,  and  t h e  Ha rrow o f  d i s c i p l i n e  goe  
o f t e n  o v e r  t h e m ,  b e f o r e  t h e y  be e  f i t  s o i l e  t o  sow t h e  s e e d  
of  m o r a l i t y ,  much l e s s e  c f  g r a c e  i n  t h e n . n[ 6 ]  Though w i f e  
b e a t i n g  was t e c h n i c a l l y  i l l e g a l ,  i t  t o o  was a t  l e a s t  t a c i t l y  
condoned by t h e  s o c i e t y . £ 7 ]  I n  l i t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  i s s u e  was n o t  
t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  s u p e r i o r  t o  u s e  f o r c e ,  t u t  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  P r e s e n t e d  wi th  
e v i d e n c e  o f  a b r u i s e d  l i n k  o r  a b r o k e n  h e a d ,  t h e  c o u r t  
t ended  t o  a s k :  c i d  t h e  c i t i z e n  r e s i s t  t h e  c o n s t a b l e ?  Was 
t he  c h i l d  o r  t h e  s e r v a n t  i n c o r r i g i b l e ?  Did t h e  w i f e  p r o v o k e  
t h e  hu sb a n d?
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When n e i g h b o r s  t r i e d  t o  p r e s e n t  E l i z a b e t h  Woodbury f o r  
s t r i k i n g  E l i z a b e t h  H e r i d e n ,  H e r i d e n  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  sh e  had  
" n e v e r  s t r u c k  h e r  b u t  two b i o  vis i n  h e r  l i f e ,  and  t h o s e  m i g h t  
have be en  g i v e n  t o  a c h i l d  o f  two y e a r s .  M[ 8 ]  As t h e  w e a k e s t  
members i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c r d e r ,  c h i l d r e n  were  p r o b a b l y  t he  mos t  
f r e g u e n t  v i c t i m s  c f  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  v i o l e n c e ,  t h o u g h  t h e i r  
s t o r i e s  s e ldom r e a c h e d  t h e  c o u r t .  S e r v a n t s  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  
l a r g e s t  number  o f  c a s e s ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  f a m i l y  bond 
which o f t e n  s e a l s  e v e n  a b u s e d  f a m i l y  members t o  s i l e n c e ,  was 
m i s s i n g .  Some New E n g l a n d  women we re  f u l l y  c a p a b l e  of  
h u r t i n g  t h e i r  s e r v a n t s .  I n  1666 ,  J u d i t h  Weeks o f  K i t t e r y  
was "bound  o v e r . . . t o  a n s w e r e  h e r  C o n f e s s i o n  f o r  C u t t i n  o f f  
he r  s e r v a n t  N i c h o l a s  Woodmans t c e s . " [ 9 ]  The r e c o r d  d o e s  n o t  
t e l l  w he t he r  h e r  b l a d e  a c c i d e n t l y  met h i s  b a r e  f o o t  w h i l e  
they  were g r n b b i n g  r o o t s  o r  c h o p p i n g  wood o r  w h e t h e r  s h e  had  
d e l i b e r a t e l y  c o u n t e r e d  a t h r e a t  t o  r u n  away w i t h  one s w i f t  
and f a t a l  s t r o k e .  Y e t ,  f o r  w h a t e v e r  m o t i v a t i o n ,  f e m a l e  
v i o l e n c e  c f  t h i s  s o r t  s eems  t o  hav e  t e e n  u n u s u a l -  I n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  s e r v a n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  t h e i r  own c h i l d r e n ,  
women we re  e x p e c t e d  t o  m o d e r a t e  ma le  a u t h o r i t y .  When Thomas 
B e t t i s  was p r e s e n t e d  f o r  r u n n i n g  a w a y ,  he e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  
l i f e  had become more d i f f i c l u t  s i n c e  h i s  m a s t e r  r e m a r r i e d -  
His f i r s t  dame u s e d  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  h i s  f a v o r ,  b u t  t h e  new 
w i f e  o n l y  s e t  h e r  h u s b a r d  c n . [ 1 0 ]  I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  v i o l e n c e  
o f  t he  wi fe  was v e r b a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t .  The h u s b a n d  d i d
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th e  b e a t i n g .
Weakness ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  g e n t l e n e s s ,  was t h e  p e r c e i v e d  
d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e -  when Thomas E a u l e  and h i s  w i f e  we re  
p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e i r  s e r v a n t  J e a n  S u l l i v a n  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
m as t e r  used  a h o r s e  w h i p ,  t h e  m i s t r e s s  s i m p l y  thumped h e r  
and t u r n e d  h e r  o u t  o f  d o o r s - [ 1 1 ]  L e s s  e f f e c t i v e  a t  a p p l y i n g  
b lows ,  women became e v e n  more a d e p t  a t  l a s h i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  
t o n g u e s -  I n  t h e  autumn c f  1 6 71 ,  M i s t r e s s  S a r a h  Morgan o f  
K i t t e r y  s t o o d  w i t h  a gag  i n  h e r  mouth h a l f  an  h o u r  d a r i n g  
p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  f o r  " s t r i k e i n g  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d - " [ 1 2  ] The 
b l u r r i n g  of p h y s i c a l  a n d  v e r b a l  v i o l e n c e  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h i s  
pu n i sh m en t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  seme minds  t h e y  were h a r d l y  
s e p a r a t e -  Over  and  o v e r  a g a i n ,  c o u r t  r e c o r d s  d e m o s t r a t e  a 
l i n k  b e tw ee n  v i o l e n t  words  and  v i o l e n t  a c t s -  An a b u s i v e  
w i f e  m ig h t  g e t — and d e s e r v e — a b l ow .
T h i s  may h e l p  t c  e x p l a i n  why some v i c t i m s  of  
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  v i o l e n c e  f a i l e d  t o  p r e s s  c h a r g e s  e v e n  a f t e r  
f l e e i n g  t o  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  f c r  h e l p -  E l i 2 a b e t h  Ela  r a n  t o  
Wil l iam w h i t e ’ s  h o u s e  c r y i n g  t h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  had  b e a t e n  h e r  
and t h r e a t e n e d  h e r  w i t h  a k n i f e -  " A l a s s ,  p o o r e  woman, I  am 
s o r r y  f o r  y o u , "  Whi t e  s a i d -  " S o r r y , "  s a i d  s h e ,  " i f  you w i l l  
n o t  e n t e r t a i n e  mee S l e t t  mee a b i d e  i n  y c r  h ous e  I  w i l l  l i e  
i n  t h e  s t r e e t  i n  t h e  snow 5 i f  I  p e r i s h ,  my b l o o d  be  upon 
yor  h e a d - "  o t h e r  n e i g h b o r s  t e s t i f i e d  o f  Goodman E l a ’ s  i l l  
t emper  and  h i s  w i f e ’ s  d e s p e r a t i o n ,  t u t  when t h e  c a s e  came t o
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c o u r t ,  E l i z a b e t h  meek ly  r e c a n t e d .  I f  s h e  ha d  " s p o k e  A g e n s t e  
him: Abowgbte h i s  b a r b a r o s e  u sa g e  t o w a r d  me" i t  had a l l  been  
i n  a p a s s i o n .  " I  h a v e  n o t h i n g s  A g e n s t  my h u s b a n d  t o  c h a r g e  
him w i t  h,  "[ 13 ]
G u i l t  a s  much a s  f e a r  may ha ve  m o t i v a t e d  t h e  
r e c a n t a t i o n s .  S i n c e  c h i l d h o o d ,  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a n s  had 
l e a r n e d  t h a t  s u b m i s s i v e n e s s  t o  a u t h o r i t y  and  c a r e f u l  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  d u t y  were  t h e  t e s t  a s s u r a n c e  o f  good  t r e a t m e n t .  
I f  t h e i r  { a r e n t s  o r  t h e i r  m a s t e r  b e a t  t h e m ,  t h e y  had  
p ro ba b ly  d e s e r v e d  i t .  Hos t  a s s a u l t s  upon women seem t o  hav e  
been p r o v o k e d  by some s o r t  of- c h a l l e n g e  t o  male a u t h o r i t y — a 
widow g u e s t i o n e d  h e r  s o n ' s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c f  r e s o u r c e s ,  a  w i f e  
r e f u s e d  t o  f e e d  t h e  p i g s  o r  f e t c h  a s c y t h  f rom t h e  f i e l d  o r  
she  u n d e rm i ne d  he r  h u s b a n d  i n  f r o n t  c f  h i s  f r i e n d s .  R o b e r t  
Holmes q u i e t l y  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  own s i t u a t i o n :  " I  Be ing  a b o u t  
t o  c o r a k  von of  my c h i l d r e n  my w i f e  i n d e f r i n g  t o  t a k e  i t  
awaye and some w o r d s  s h e  g a f e  me t h a t  s t o r d  up my a n g e r  and 
i  g a f e  h e r  s e v e r a l  B l o w s . " [ 1 4 ]  He was n e t  a n  e v i l  man; he  
j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  b e  q u e s t i o n e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  f r o n t  o f  a 
n e i g h b o r .  M a g i s t r a t e s  c o u l d  n o t  c o n d o n e  s u c h  b e h a v i o r ;  b u t  
t hey  c o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  i t .  P c i  w iv e s  a nd  widows ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
f o r  s e r v a n t s  and c h i l d r e n ,  s u b n i s s i v e n e s s  was t h e  b e s t  
p r o t e c t i o n .
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In d e f e n s i v e  v i o l e n c e .  h o w e v e r ,  w i ve s  were  i n  a  f a r  
more f a v o r a b l e  p o s i t i o n .  As d e p u t y  h u s b a n d s ,  t h e y  c o u l d  
p r o t e c t  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o r  p r o p e r t y  a g a i n s t  an i n t r u d e r ,  
u s ing  any means a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l — s t o n e s ,  s t i c k s ,  o r  p o t s  
o f  b o i l i n g  w a t e r ,  Some wcnen p r o v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  p o w e r f u l  
d e f e n d e r s -  When N a t h a n i e l  Keen c o m p l a i n e d  o f  J o a n n a  
Wi l l i a ms  f o r  s t r i k i n g  him w i t h  a c l u b ,  s h e  i n s i s t e d  s h e  
a c t e d  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  T h e r e  bad b e e n  an  a r g u m e n t  o v e r  a 
bounda ry .  Keene  had  c o s e  t c  h e r  h c u s e  w h i l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  was 
away, p e r h a p s  d e l i b e r a t e l y ,  Dnabl e  t o  g e t  h e l p  f rom t h e  
n e i g h b o r s ,  she  had  gone  t o  t h e  f i e l d ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  b r e a k  
h i s  compass  i f  he d i d  n e t  g e t  c f f  t h e  l a n d ,  S a r a h  Keen and  
E l i z a b e t h  Hammans, who saw t h e  whole  e n c o u n t e r  f r o m  a 
d i s t a n c e ,  d e s c r i b e d  i t  i n  c o u r t  a s  a k i n d  o f  s l ow  m c t i o n  
pan tomime.
and a s  s h e  S t r c c k  h i s  we saw h i s  f a l l  a s  
he was r u n n i n g  f rom h e r  and  Sh e  a l s o  
f e l l  and  t h e n  t h e y  g o t  b o t h  up S s a i d  
Keen wen t  f r o m  h e r  an d  She  f o l l o w e d  him
b e n d i n g  o f  h e r  f i s t  a s  i f  sh e  t h r e a t e n e d
him b u t  t h e  wind b l o w i n g ,  we c o u l d  o n l y  
h e a r  h e r  v o y c e  b u t  c o u l d  n e t  u n d e r s t a n d  
what  She S a i d - £ 1 5 ]
Joanna  was a c q u i t t e d .
T r e s p a s s  i s  t h e  key  a c t i f  i n  most  s u c h  r e c o r d s -  O f t e n  
t h e  im med ia t e  p r o v o c a t i o n  was a r u n a w a y  p i g  o r  cow,  t h o u g h  
s p e c i f i c  e n c o u n t e r s  o f t e n  r e a c h  b a c k  t o  a l o n g  p a t t e r n  o f  
n e i g h b o r l y  c o n f l i c t  i n v o l v i n g  h u s b a n d s ,  w i v e s ,  and  c h i l d r e n
in  v a r i o u s  c o m b i n a t i o n s .  i h e n  R o b e r t  P o t t e r  t r i e d  t o  t a k e
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s e v e r a l  o f  Mr- J o h n  H a t h o r n e * s  s h o a t s  t o  t h e  po un d ,
Ha tho rne  s t r u c k  hi® w i t h  a h a r i e l  s t a v e  w h i l e  M i s t r e s s  
Ha thorne  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  s c r a t c h e d  him a n d  p u l l e d  h i s  
h a i r .  Hhen Goody P o t t e r  j o i n e d  t h e  f r a y ,  H a t h o r n e  h i t  h e r  
w i th  a b o a r d . [ 1 6 ]  A f ew  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  H a t h o r n e  was on t h e  
r e c e i v i n g  end i n  a s i m i l a r  c o n f l i c t .  When he t r i e d  t o  s e i z e  
c a l v e s  and ho g s  won i n  an a t t a c h m e n t ,  J c h n  G i f f o r d  s t r u c k  
him wi th  the  s t a l e  o f  a r a k e  and  M i s t r e s s  G i f f o r d  b i t  him on 
t h e  back  o f  t h e  h a n d . [ 1 7 ]
B i t i n g  and  h a i r  p u l l i n g  were f r e g u e n t l y  e m p l o y e d  b y  
women a g a i n s t  male  a g r e s s o r s  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a i n  w i t h o u t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
f o r c e .  H a i r  p u l l i n g  h a d  s y m b o l i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  
m a l e - f e m a l e  e n c o u n t e r s ,  s i n c e  mos t  women k e e p  t h e i r  own h a i r  
t ucked  un d e r  a c o i f  o r  c a p  and  o n l y  men l e t  t h e i r  h a i r  hang  
f r e e .  As w i t c h c r a f t  l o r e  s h o w s ,  h a i r  ( l i k e  n a i l  p a r i n g s  o r  
u r i n e )  was p e r c e i v e d  a s  an e x t e n s i o n  c f  t h e  p e r s o n  and  m i g h t  
have m a g i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  a s  w e l l .  T h i s  may h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  
t h e  c u r i o u s  b e h a v i o r  o f  f lary T u c k e r .  When L e o n a r d  B e l r i n g e r  
came t o  h e r  h ou se  and  a s k e d  f c r  a d r i n k ,  s h e  s a i d  h e  d i d n ’ t  
need  i t  and t h r e w  him o u t .  Then s h e  f o l l o w e d  him t o  t h e  
ya rd ,  g r a b b e d  him by t h e  h a i r ,  and p u l l e d  him t o  t h e  g r o u n d ,  
b e a t i n g  h i s  h e a d  upon t h e  p a v i n g  s t o n e s  u n t i l  h e r  maid  r a n  
f o r  h e l p ,  f e a r i n g  s h e  would  k i l l  h im.  One w i t n e s s  saw Mary 
p u l l  B e l r i n g e r ’ s  h a i r  o u t  and  s h o v e  seme o f  i t  i n  h e r
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p o c k e t -  fihen t o l d  t h a t  was n o t  a C h r i s t i a n  t h i n g  t o  do ,  s h e  
f l u ng  i t  away- [ 1 8 ]  B ou l d  t h e  h a i r  g i v e  h e r  a d d i t i o n a l  power  
ov e r  h e r  v i c t i m — o r  was  s h e  s i n p l y  t a k i n g  a  t r o p h y  l i J ee  
Hannah D u s to n ?
A woman l i k e  Mary T u c k e r  p u sh e d  beyond  d e f e n s i v e  t o w a r d  
di s o r d e r l y  v i o l e n c e .  She  nay h a v e  b e e n  l i c e n s e d  t o  s e l l  a l e  
or  c i d e r -  B e l r i n g e r  was  p e r h a p s  a f r e g u e n t  an d  t r o u b l e s o m e  
cu s t om e r -  A f t e r  a h a r d  d a y ,  s h e  may h a v e  b e e n  i n c a p a b l e  o f  
d e a l i n g  wi th  h i s  p r o v o c a t i o n s -  But  no ne  o f  t h i s  e x p l a i n s  
t h e  e x t r e m i t y  o f  h e r  b e h a v i o r -  She  was s c  c u t - c f - c o n t r o l  
t h a t  even  h e r  maid had  t o  i n t e r v e n e ,  r e v e r s i n g  r o l e s  f o r  a 
t ime w i th  h e r  m i s t r e s s -  D i s o r d e r l y  v i o l e n c e  was e s p e c i a l l y  
d i s t u r b i n g  t o  o b s e r v e r s  b e c a u s e  i t  a p p e a r e d  u n c o n t r o l l e d ,  
random, and u n p r o v o k e d -  o n e  nan m i g h t  be s i t t i n g  " p e a c a b l y  
and g u i e t y l y  by t h e  f i r e "  when a n o t h e r  came s t a g g e r i n g  
t h rough  t h e  d o o r ,  s t r u c k  h i m ,  and  p a l l e d  him i n t o  t h e  
s t r e e t . [ 1 9 ]
For  m a l e s ,  d i s o r d e r l y  v i o l e n c e  was o f t e n  e m p l o y e d  t o  
a s s e r t  o r  r e i n f o r c e  s t a t u s  w i t h i n  a g r o u p -  The e v e n i n g  
a f t e r  a m i l i t a r y  m u s t e r  o r  t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t  a s h o r e  a f t e r  a 
f i s h i n g  e x p e d i t i o n  we re  f  r e  cue  n t  s e t t i n g s -  S m a l l  
r e s e n t m e n t s  o r  s u b t l e  a f f r o n t s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  d i g n i t y ,  
s u p p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  t r a i n i n g  and  w o r k ,  m i g h t  
b r eak  o u t  a t  n i g h t f a l l  e s p e c i a l l y  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
a l c o h o l . [ 2 0 ]  For  women,  ccmmunal  e n t e r p r i s e  d o e s  n o t  seem t o
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have p ro vo k ed  d i r e c t  a g g r e s s i o n ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  g r o u p  work 
was l o r e  c a s u a l  and  l e s s  t i g h t l y  d i s c i p l i n e d ,  b u t  a l s o  
be c a u se  i t  was o f t e n  f o c u s e d  cn t h e  c a r e  c f  t h e  s i c k  o r  
newborn-  T h e r e  i s  one  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  t h o u g h  somewha t  o b s c u r e  
i n c i d e n t ,  i n  t h e  Hew H a m p s h i r e  c o u r t  r e c o r d s ,  h o w e v e r -  A 
number o f  m a r r i e d  women were  s l e e p i n g  a t  t h e  h o u s e  of  H a l t e r  
Abbot t ,  p e r h a p s  t a k i n g  t u r n s  w a t c h i n g  d u r i n g  a n  i l l n e s s  o r  
l y i n g - i n ,  when a d i s t u r b a n c e  e r u p t e d  i n  an o u t e r  room- Ann 
Jones  c l a m b e r e d  o u t  o f  b e d  i n  t i m e  t o  s e e  A l i c e  C a t e  and 
Sa rah  A t b c t t  down on t h e  f l o o r ,  b o t h  o f  them b l o o d y -  “ She 
hav a mos t  b i t  o f  my t h u o , "  Abbot  s c r e a m e d -  P e r h a p s  t o o  
much b e e r  and a c h a n c e  r e m a r k  by S a r a h  A b b o t t  had u n l e a s h e d  
her  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  r a g e -  Ann E l l i o t  l a t e r  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  
she  had t o  " t h r u s t  h e r  t h e  s a i d  A l l i e s  Down b e f o r e  she  t h i s  
Deponen t  c o u l d  p a r t  them S g e t  h e r  t humb o u t  o f  h e r  m o u th - "  
A l i ce  C a t e  c o u l d  o n l y  sob t h a t  Goody Abbot  was t h e  c a u s e  o f  
he r  l o s i n g  h e r  c h i l d - [ 2 1 ]
L o o k in g  a t  t h e  o v e r a l l  s a n p l e  c f  c o u r t  c a s e s  f r o m  E s s e x  
County s u g g e s t s  a d i f f e r e n t  and  some wha t  more s u r p r i s i n g  
p a t t e r n ,  however -  A l t h o u g h  male  a g g r e s s o r s  a t t a c k e d  o t h e r  
men i n  s e v e n t y  p e r c e n t  c f  c a s e s  i n  wh ich  t h e y  were  i n v o l v e d ,  
t h e  much s m a l l e r  number  o f  f e m a l e  a g g r e s s o r s  a t t a c k e d  men 
e g u a l l y  a s  o f t e n  a s  t h e  a t t a c k e d  e t h e r  a c m e n - [ 2 2  ] Male 
v i o l e n c e  was a p p a r e n t l y  s e x - l i n k e d ;  f e m a l e  v i o l e n c e  was n o t .  
Al though  women were  l e s s  d i s p o s e d  t o  u s e  p h y s i c a l  f o r c e  t h a n
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men, when t h e y  d i d  t h e y  b r o k e  t h r o u g h  a p o w e r f u l  g e n d e r  
b a r r i e r -  V i o l e n t  men s e r e  s t i l l  men;  v i o l e n t  women became 
superwomen,  a m a z o n s ,  v i r a g o e s -  Bawdry f r e q u e n t l y  c o m b i n e d  
wi th  p h y s i c a l  a g g r e s s i o n  i n  d e p o s i t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  f e m a l e  
d i s o r d e r ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  s u c h  women d e r i v e d  t h e i r  
t e r r i f y i n g  s t r e n g t h  by c o m b i n i n g  male  a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  w i t h  
t he  f o r c e  o f  f e m a l e  s e x u a l i t y .
A woman l i k e  E l i z a b e t h  F a n n i n g  b o t h  f a s c i n a t e d  and 
h o r r i f i e d  h e r  n e i g h b o r s -  A w h i p p i n g  was l i t t l e  d e t e r r e n t  t o  
h e r  " o p p r o b r i o u s ,  v i l e  c a r r i a g e s - 1' She t h r e w  a b r i c k  a t  
Henry Luke and  wen t  a f t e r  J o h n  A l l y  w i t h  a h a t c h e t ,  f o r c i n g  
him t o  l e a p  o v e r  a f e n c e  f o r  f e a r  o f  h i s  l i f e -  She  had  even  
been s e e n  b e a t i n g  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  b u t  when he b r o k e  h i s  l e g ,  
she came t o  him i n  a m o c k i n g l y  s e d u c t i v e  manne r  and  s a i d ,  "0 
pore  o u l d  r o g e ,  i s  t h e y  l e a g e  b r o k e  i  w i l l  l e k e  i t  
h o l e - "[ 23 ] I n  t h e i r  o u t r a g e o u s  b e h a v i o r ,  s u c h  women 
compressed  two  f o r m s  c f  d i s o r d e r ,  s e x  a nd  v i o l e n c e -  S u r e l y  
t h i s  i s  a i  u n d e r l y i n g  and  p e r h a p s  u n c o n s c i o u s  m ea n in g  o f  t h e  
myth o f  J a e l :  "He a s k e d  w a t e r ,  and  sh e  ga v e  him m i l k ,  sh e  
b rough t  f o r t h  b u t t e r  i n  a l o r d l y  d i s h -  » - - S h e  p u t  h e r  hand  
t o  t h e  n a i l ,  and  h e r  r i g h t  hand  t o  t h e  w o r k m en ' s  hammer:  and  
wi th t h e  hammer she  s m o t e  S i s e r a ,  s h e  s m o t e  o f f  h i s  h e a d - "
Demon s t r a t i v e  v i o l e n c e  w i t n e s s e d  a n  i n j u s t i c e -  T h r ou gh  
an a s s a u l t  upon  a p e r s o n  o r  p r o p e r t y  i t  a p p e a l e d  t o  a h i g h e r  
a u t h o r i t y ,  t o  a c o u r t ,  t o  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  o r  o n l y  t o  some
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more e x a l t e d  s e n s e  o f  j u s t i c e -  On a Monday m o r n in g  i n  May 
o f  1674,  a widow named J c a n e  F u i s o n ,  w i t h  t h r e e  m a r r i e d  
d a u g h t e r s  and  two o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  went  i n t o  a  c o r n f i e l d  
b e lo n g i n g  t o  B i c h a r d  Cummings o f  P o r t s m o u t h  and b e ga n  
p u l l i n g  up t h e  new s h o o t s -  N e i g h b o r s  q u i c k l y  g a t h e r e d  
a round,  amazed and p u z z l e d  by what  t h e y  saw- Though some 
t r i e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  them t o  q u i t ,  t h e  women c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  
work,  s a y i n g  t h e y  would s e t  up a wigwam i n  t h e  f i e l d  and  
s t a y  a l l  n i g h t -  " I s  t h i s  t h e  way t o  g e t  y o u r  r i g h t s ? * 1 John  
F l e t c h e r  a s k e d .  " Y e a , ” t h e  women a n s w e r e d ,  ” Kr.  Comings  
w i l l  n o t  come t o  s p e a k e  w i th  us  wee d e s i r e  t h a t  he  wou ld  su e  
u s • '*[ 24 ]
Y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  C u n n i n g s  had  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  widow 
F u r s o n ' s  f i r s t  h u s b a n d  i n  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  l a n d -  She was 
c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e r  s h a r e  had  n e v e r  been  s o l d  o r  c o n v e y e d ,  y e t  
Cummings had r e f u s e d  t o  l i s t e E  t o  h e r  g r i e v a n c e ,  h a v i n g  s e n t  
h e r  a t w e n t y  s h i l l i n g  paymen t  a s  d o w e r .  She and h e r  
d a u g h t e r s  were c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e y  d e s e r v e d  more and  t h a t  a 
d i r e c t  a s s a u l t  on Cummings l a n d  was t h e  b e s t — and  t h e  
c h e a p e s t — way t o  a d v e r t i z e  t h e i r  c l a i m .  **Mr. Comins  may 
doe what he p l e a s e  b u t  wee c a n n o t  ha v e  J u s t i c e  f o r  wee h a v e  
n o t  f a t t  hoggs  £ s h o u l d e r s  o f  m u t t o n  £ p o c k e t s  f u l l  o f  money 
as mr. Comins h a s  t o  f e e  g r e a t  men w i t h , "  t h e y  s a i d -  T h e i r  
d r a m a t i c  a c t i o n  d i d  b r i n g  a s u i t ,  t h c u g h  w i t h  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  r e s u l t s  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  e x p e c t e d -  The m a g i s t r a t e s
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were f a r  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  F u r s o n ' s  c l a i m s  t o  t h e  l a n d  t h a n  
i n  t he  f l a g r a n t  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o r n -  She and  h e r  
d a u g h t e r s '  h u s b a n d s  we r e  f o r c e d  t o  pay t h e  f u l l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
h a r v e s t  wh ich  t h e  newly  p l a n t e d  c o r n  migh t  ha v e  y i e l d e d ,  a s  
wel l  a s  t h e  f e e s  o f  t h e  c o u r t . [ 2 5 ]
Though u n s u c c e s s f u l l , J o a n e  F u r s o n ' s  a s s a u l t  on 
Cummings'  c o r n  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  of  
d e m o n s t r a t i v e  v i o l e n c e .  As i n  d i s o r d e r l y  v i o l e n c e ,  a 
c o n s c i o u s  v i o l a t i o n  o f  r o l e  b o u n d a r i e s  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  
p a r t .  The w i d o w ' s  a g g r e s s i o n  h i g h l i g h t e d  b o t h  h e r  we aknes s  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Cummings and h e r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  The s t a n c e  
o f  t h e  men i n  h e r  f a m i l y  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  h e r e .  
According  t o  t h e  w i t n e s s e s ,  h e r  d a u g h t e r s '  h u s b a n d s  s t o o d  i n  
t he  f i e l d  t h e  whole t i m e ,  n e i t h e r  h e l p i n g  n o r  t r y i n g  t o  s t o p  
t h e  women- “Doe you a l l o w  o f  t h e  womens p u l l i n g  up t h e  
c o rne?"  one n e i g h b o r  a s k e d -  The s o n s  n e i t h e r  a c c e p t e d  n o r  
den ied  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  " L e t t  t h e  women doe  what  t h e y  p l e a s e  
wee w i l l  s t a n d  by them i n  i t , "  t h e y  a n s w e r e d -  Hhen Cummings 
sue d ,  Widow F u r s o n  hu m bly  b e s e e c h e d  t h e  c o u r t  t o  l a y  a l l  o f  
t h e  blame upon h e r .  The whole  t h i n g  had  b e e n  h e r  i d e a ,  s h e  
i n s i s t e d ,  and h e r  d a u g h t e r s  j u s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  be  w i t h  h e r  
when she  d e c i d e d  t o  p u l l  up t h e  c o r n .  O n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  c f  t h e  men i n  t h e  f i e l d  made i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  them 
t o  deny t h e i r  i n v o l v e m e n t .  [26 ] The f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  r e m a in e d  
a lo o f  f rom t h e  a c t u a l  v i o l e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  i n  i t s e l f
430
s i g n i f i c a n t .
D r u n k e n e s s  o r  p a s s i o n  m ig h t  e x c u s e  d i s o r d e r l y  v i o l e n c e ,  
ba t  a d e l i b e r a t e  and  p r e m e d i t a t e d  a s s a u l t  upon a u t h o r i t y  was 
more d i f f i c u l t  t o  e x p l a i n .  Numbers  o f t e n  p r o v i d e d  some 
s a f e t y .  H a l f  a  d o z e n  o u t r a g e d  f a r m e r s  p o u r i n g  o u t  t h e i r  
corn  i n  t h e  c o n s t a b l e ' s  y a r d  made t h e  p o i n t  much more 
e f f e c t i v e l y  t h a n  one— n e a t  t i m e  t h e  c o n s t a b l e  wou ld  be  on 
t i m e  a t  t h e  l a n d i n g  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  c o u n t y  t a x . [ 2 7 ]  Hole 
i n v e r s i o n  was an e v e n  mere  e f f e c t i v e  s t r a t e g y .  I n  
implemen t ing  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  women had  s e v e r a l  c l e a r  
a d v a n t a g e s .  B e c a u s e  o n l y  a d e e p l y  f e l t  o u t r a g e  c o u l d  c a l l  
f o r t h  f e m i n i n e  a g g r e s s i c i ,  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  power  o f  t h e  
ac t  was i n c r e a s e d ;  b e c a u s e  wemen we r e  p r e s u m a b l y  weake r  t h a n  
men, t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  wh ich  t h e y  met m i g h t  be  l e s s ;  and 
f i n a l l y ,  b e c a u s e  women were  by n a t u r e  l e s s  s t a b l e ,  more 
e a s i l y  m i s l e d  o r  b e g u i l e d ,  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  c o u l d  p a s s  t h e  
whole t h i n g  o f f  a s  a momen ta ry  l a p s e  o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  c o n t r o l ,  
wives c o u l d  a c t  o u t  a r e b e l l i o n  w h i ch  men m i g h t  f o r m a l l y  
deny. i s  i t  mere c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t  w i ve s  s o  f r e g u e n t l y  
t ang l ed  wi th  c o n s t a b l e s  come t o  c o l l e c t  t a x e s ? [ 2 8 ]
The most  d r a m a t i c  (and c e r t a i n l y  t h e  b l o o d i e s t )  
i n c i d e n t  o f  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  v i o l e n c e  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E ng la nd  
was imp l em en ted  by  a g r o u p  o f  M a r b l e h e a d  w i v e s  a t  s u n s e t  on 
a s a b b a t h  e v e n i n g  i n  J u l y  c f  1677 j u s t  a t  t h e  end  o f  
Metacom's  R e b e l l i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  war had wound down i n  t h e
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s o u t h ,  a r e l a t e d  c o n f l i c t  h a d  b r o k e n  o u t  i n  H a i n e  where  
Abenaki  I n d i a n s  had  b e g u n  t c  a t t a c k  E s s e x  C o u n t y  f i s h i n g  
v e s s e l s -  when a g r o u p  o f  l o c a l  f i s h e r m e n  who had  e s c a p e d  
from t h e i r  c a p t o r s  came i n t c  t h e  h a r b o u r  b r i n g i n g  two 
Abenaki  p r i s o n e r s  w i th  t h e m ,  a crowd r u s h e d  t o  t h e  
w a t e r s i d e ,  dema nd ing  why t h e y  l e f t  t h e  I n d i a n s  a l i v e -  The 
men a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  had l o s t  a l l  t h e y  had i n  t h e  a t t a c k  
and hoped  t o  r e a l i z e  s o m e t h i n g  f r cm t h e i r  c a p t i v e s ,  t h a t  
t h e y  i n t e n d e d  t o  t a k e  them to  t h e  c o n s t a b l e  s o  t h a t  " t h e y  
might  be  a n s w e r a b l e  t o  t h e  c o u r t  a t  B o s t o n - n Eut  a s  t h e y  
came a s h o r e ;
t h e  whole town f l o c k e d  a b o u t  t h e m ,  b e g i n i n g  a t  
f i r s t  t o  i n s u l t  t h e n ,  a n d  so o n  a f t e r ,  t h e  women 
s u r r o u n d e d  t h e m ,  d r o v e  t h e n  by f o r c e  f r o m  t h e m ,
(we e s c a p i n g  a t  no  l i t t l e  p e r i l , )  and l a i d  v i o l e n t  
h a n d s  upon  t h e  c a p t i v e s ,  seme s t o n i n g  us  i n  t h e  
mea n t i m e ,  b e c a u s e  we would  p r o t e c t  t h e m ,  o t h e r s  
s e i z i n g  them by t h e  h a i r ,  g o t  f u l l  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  
t h e m ,  n o r  was t h e r e  any  way l e f t  b y  which  we c o u l d  
r e s c u e  them- Then  w i t h  s t o n e s ,  b i l l e t s  o f  wood,  
and what  e l s e  t h e y  s i g h t ,  t h e y  aade  a n  end of  
t h e s e  I n d i a n s -  He were k e p t  a t  s u c h  d i s t a n c e  t h a t  
we c o u l d  n o t  s e e  t h e n  t i l l  t h e y  were  d e a d ,  and  
t h e n  we f o u n d  them w i t h  t h e i r  h e a d s  o f f  and  gone ,  
and t h e i r  f l e s h  i n  a manner  p u l l e d  f rom t h e i r  
b o n e s .  And su ch  was t h e  t u m u l t a t i o n  t h e s e  women 
made,  t h a t  f o r  my l i f e  I  c c u l d  n o t  t e l l  who t h e s e  
women w e r e ,  o r  t h e  names  o f  any  o f  t h e m - [ 2 9 ]
There i s  a s t r o n g  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  women a c t e d  a s
s u r r o g a t e s  f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  s i n c e  nc one i n  t h a t
sma l l  town was w i l l i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  o r  p r o s e c u t e  t hem-  T h e i r
v i o l e n c e  was d e m o n s t r a t i v e ,  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  p e r c e i v e d
l e n ie n c e  of  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  i n  Boston a s  w e l l  a s  a g a i n s t  the
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I n d i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  i n  m u r d e r i n g  t h e  two A b e n a k i  b r a v e s  
t hey  c a l l e d  upon t h e  e v e n  mere  p o w e r f u l  p e r s o n a  o f  t h e  
d i s o r d e r l y  woman. So immense  was t h e i r  r a g e  t h a t  no 
a u t h o r i t y  c o u l d  c o n t a i n  t hem.  E o a s t i n g  t h a t  t h e y  mig h t  k i l l  
" f o r t y  o f  t h e  b e s t  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y , "  t h e y  
s y m b o l i c a l l y  r e s t o r e d  t h e  p o t e n c y  o f  a f r i g h t e n e d  and  
d e s p e r a t e  c o m m u n i ty .
T h i s  was n o t  " f r o n t i e r  v i g i l a n t i s m "  a s  on e  h i s t o r i a n  
has  s u g g e s t e d ,  b u t  an  A m e r i c a n  v e r s i o n  c f  a n  o l d  wor ld  
p a t t e r n .  N a t a l i e  D a v i s  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  f r om t h e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  t o  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  image  o f  
t h e  " d i s o r d e r l y  woman" s a n c t i o n e d  r i o t  and  p o l i t i c a l  
d i s o b e d i e n c e  i n  E n g l a n d .  Somen we re  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  and  
even l e d  some of  t h e s e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r s ,  male  
l e a d e r s  a ssumed f e m a l e  d i s g u i s e ,  b l a c k i n g  t h e i r  f a c e s  and 
p u t t i n g  on women ' s  c l o t h i n g ,  f e m a l e  d i s g u i s e  had  b o t h  
p r a c t i c a l  and  s y m b o l i c  v a l u e -  P e t t i c o a t s  and  s o o t  were  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  h o u s e .  Hore i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h a t ,  
however ,  s u c h  d i s g u i s e  " f r e e d  men f ro m f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e i r  d e e d s  an d  p e r h a p s ,  t o o ,  f r o m f e a r  o f  o u t r a g e o u s  
revenge  upon t h e i r  manhood.  A f t e r  a l l ,  i t  was mere  women 
who we re  a c t i n g  i n  t h i s  d i s o r d e r l y  w a y . " [ 3 0 ]
The u s e  o f  d i s g u i s e s  i n  mob v i o l e n c e  i s  a  f a m i l i a r  
p a t t e r n  i n  l a t e r  Am er i can  h i s t o r y — p a t r i o t s  d i g u i s e d  a s  
I n d i a n s  dumped t e a  i n t o  t h e  h a r b o r  i n  B o s t o n ,  v i g i l a n t e s
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wi th  t h e i r  f a c e s  b l a c k e n e d  l i k e  s l a v e s  r i d  t h e i r  communi ty  
o f  u n d e s i r a b l e s -  The u se  c f  f e m a l e  d i g u i s e  h a s  n o t  been  
s t u d i e d ,  t h o u g h  t h e r e  i ’s  one f r a g m e n t a r y  b u t  f a s c i n a t i n g  
example f rom o u r  t i m e  a n d  p l a c e -  On S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  1 719 ,  J o h n  
R o b e r t s ,  d e p u t y  s h e r i f f  o f  E x e t e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  s e r v e  a w r i t  
on R i c h a r d  H i l t o n  and  was g r e e t e d  i n  t i m e - h c n c r e d  New 
England manner -  f i r -  H i l t o n  s e i z e d  R o b e r t s  by  t h e  t h r o a t  
" so  h a r d  t h a t  he  was l i c k e  t o  h a v e  c h o a k e d  h i m - ” Mrs.
H i l t o n  " f u r i o u s l y  a s s a u l t e d  h i m , "  p u l l e d  him by t h e  h a i r ,  
g r abbed  h i s  w r i t ,  and  t o r e  i t -  Two d a y s  l a t e r ,  H e b e r t s  
r e t u r n e d  w i t h  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  and an  a r r e s t  w a r r a n t ,  b u t  when 
he a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  h o u s e  he  saw what  a p p e a r e d  t o  be  t h i r t y  o r  
f o r t y  p e r s o n s  i n s i d e ,  seme o f  t h e  men " i n  womens c l o a t h s  & 
o t h e r s  w i th  t h e i r  f a c e s  s m u t e d  a s  b l a c k  a s  N e g r o e s .  •'[ 31 ] The 
yeoman o f  E x e t e r ,  l i k e  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  E n g l a n d  a 
hundred  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  knew t h e  power  o f  f e m a l e  i d e n t i t y  i n  
d e m o n s t r a t i v e  v i o l e n c e .
T h u s ,  Hannah D u s t o n * s  h e r o i s m  b e l o n g s  t o  a much l a r g e r  
t r a d i t i o n  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d -  R a i s i n g  h e r  
h a t c h e t ,  s h e  d e f e n d e d  h e r s e l f  and  h e r  c o m p a n i o n s  a g a i n s t  a 
da n ge ro us  a s s a i l a n t ,  e n l a r g i n g  t h e  q u i t e  commonp lace  r o l e  o f  
a w i f e  a s  d e p u t y - h u s b a n d  and d e f e n d e r ,  t u t  t h e  p u b l i c  
meaning o f  h e r  a c t ,  o v e r t l y  t i e d  t o  r e l i g i o u s  t h e m e s  i n  
Co t t on  M a t h e r ' s  a c c o u n t s ,  r e a c h e d  t o w a r d  a  much d e e p e r  
t r a d i t i o n  of  d i s o r d e r l y  and d e m o n s t r a t i v e  v i o l e n c e  i n  b o t h
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England and A m e r i c a .  As an Amazon,  she  t r a n s c e n d e d  f e m i n i n e  
r o l e s  w i t h o u t  d e p a r t i n g  f rom t h e m .
What t h e n  o f  E l i a b e t h ?  H a n n a h ' s  s i s t e r  was one  o f  
e l e ven  p e r s o n s  e x e c u t e d  f c r  m u r d e r  i n  H a s s a c h u s e t t s  b e t w e e n  
1630 and 1692- F o u r  o f  t h o s e  c o n v i c t e d  m u r d e r e r s  we re  
women, t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  had  k i l l e d  t h e i r  own c h i l d r e n . £ 32 ] 
At t h e  end o f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  New E n g l a n d  m i n i s t e r s  
became a l a r m e d  a t  w h a t  t h e y  p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  g r o w i n g  c r i m e .
In  1693,  C o t t o n  M a t h e r  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had  be en  " S i x  o r  
Seven s u c h  unhappy  I n s t a n c e s ,  t h a t  a r e  upon R e c o r d ,  and made 
P i l l a r s  o f  S a l t  i n  P r i n t e d  M e m o r i a l s . " [ 3 3  ] The women of 
t h e s e  " P r i n t e d  M e m o r i a l s "  we re  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  s e r v a n t s ,  women 
on t he  f r i n g e s  of  New E n g la n d  s o c i e t y ,  o f t e n  I r i s h ,  I n d i a n ,  
o r  B l a c k ,  t h e  v e r y  p e r s o n s  who would ha ve  b e e n  m o s t  l i k e l y  
t o  have been b e a t e n  and  a b u s e d  t h e m s e l v e s .  The c r i m e  o f  
i n f a n t i c i d e  h a s  had  a c o m p l i c a t e d  h i s t o r y .  I n  m e d i e v a l  
En g l a nd ,  i t  was n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  h o m i c i d e  a t  a l l ,  b u t  was a 
l e s s e r  c r i m e  p u n i s h e d  by t h e  c h u r c h  c o u r t s ,  wh i ch  d i d  n o t  
d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  f r om i n d u c e d  a b o r t i o n .  By t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  i n  O ld  E n g l a n d  a s  i n  New, i n f a n t i c i d e  h a d  n o t  o n l y  
become a c a p i t a l  c r i m e ,  b u t  a  c r i m e  o f  t h e  w e a k e s t  and  mos t  
d e s p e r a t e  o f  women. [ 3 4 ]  I t  was a l s o  a d i f f i c u l t  c r i m e  t o  
p rove ,  s i n c e  newborn  i n f a n t s  were  n o t o r i o u s l y  f r a g i l e .  Had 
t h e r e  b e e n  m a l i c e ?  N e g l e c t ?  Or s i m p l y  l i t t l e  b r e a t h  i n  t h e  
c h i l d  t o  b e g i n  w i t h ?  A f t e r  1692 ,  t h e  c o l o n i a l  l a w s  were
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r e v i s e d  t c  make " c o n c e a l i n g  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  b a s t a r d  c h i l d "  
p u n i s h a b l e  by  d e a t i i - [  35 ]  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
a t t i t u d e s  t owa rd  c h i l d b e a r i n g ,  i n f a n t i c i d e  was n o t  j u s t  a 
coverup f o r  s e x u a l  m i s b e h a v i o r ,  i t  s i g n a l l e d  a r e j e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  and  human o r d e r -  l o  f a i l  t c  c a l l  t h e  
m id a iv e s  p l ac ed  a uooan  o u t s i d e  t h e  c om m un i ty ;  t o  become 
" t h e  b u t c h e r  o f  h e r  own t o w e l s "  ga ve  t h e  c r i m e  an  a l m o s t  
s u i c i d a l  d i m e n s i o n  a s  w e l l -
Yet c u r i o u s l y ,  t h e  p r i n t e d  m e m o r i a l s  o f  c o n v i c t e d  
m u r d e r e s s e s  show a s t r e n u o u s  e f f o r t  cn t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  communi ty  t o  b r i n g  t h e s e  women b a c k  i n t o  t h e  
c i r c l e  o f  human s o c i e t y .  God mig h t  redeem e v e n  t h e  mos t  
d e s p i c a b l e  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  o n l y  i f  t h e y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  
t h e i r  r e b e l l i o u s n e s s ,  t h e i r  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  t h e i r  d e p r a v i t y ,  
on ly  t h a t  i s  i f  t h e y  a b s o l v e d  s o c i e t y  o f  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  t h e i r  d e s p e r a t i o n -  I n  h e r  c o n f e s s i o n ,  t a k e n  down i n  
1735 by Y o r k ' s  m i n i s t e r ,  Samuel  Moody,  an  I n d i a n  s e r v a n t  
named P a t i e n c e  B o s t o n  a d m i t t e d  t o  h a v i n g  had n u r d e r o u s  
f e e l i n g s  t o w a r d  h e r  baby "when I  p e r c e i v e d  i t ' s  c r y i n g ,  and  
i t ' s  t a k i n g  up my l i m e  t c  t e n d  i t ,  c a u s e d  some U n e a s i n e s s  i n  
t h e  F a m i l y . "  Bhen i t  d i e d  two m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  s h e  f e l t  h e r s e l f  
a m u rd e r e r -  P a t i e n c e ' s  l o n g  c o n f e s s i o n  i s  an a l m o s t  
e x c r u c i a t i n g  a c c o u n t  c f  d e p r i v a t i o n  and  r a g e ,  a  r a g e  which 
she  f i n a l l y  t u r n e d  i n w a r d ,  b e c o m in g  a n o t o r i o u s  
s e l f - a c c u s e r -  She was f i n a l l y  e x e c u t e d  f o r  p u s h i n g  h e r
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m a s t e r ' s  e i g h t - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d  i n t o  a v e i l -  " I  would have 
k i l l e d  my Master  m y s e l f ,  i f  I  c o u l d  have done i t , "  she  t o l d  
Moody, adding t h a t  when she saw t h a t  t h e  hoy was * dead,  " I  
l i f t e d  up my Hands wi t h  sy Eyes to w a rd s  Heaven,  spe ak ing  
a f t e r  t h i s  manner.  Now am I  g u i l t y  cf  Murder i n d e e d - "[ 34 ]
E l i z a b e t h  Emerson was n o t  a s e r v a n t ,  b u t  s h e  was  a n  
unwed m o t h e r  who n o t  o n l y  f a i l e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  m i d w i v e s  b u t  
c o n c e a l e d  t h e  d e a t h s  o f  h e r  b a b i e s  a s  w e l l -  She was t h e  
f i f t h  ( and  Hannah D u s t o n  t h e  e l d e s t )  o f  t h e  f i f t e e n  c h i l d r e n  
of  Michae l  and  Hannah Emerson o f  H a v e r h i l l -  Her f a t h e r ,  a 
f a rm er  and s h o e m a k e r  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l  g r a n d j u r y m a n ,  ha d  b e e n  
an e a r l y  s e t t l e r  o f  t h e  t ewn .  Her  m o t h e r ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  a 
bak e r  and  t h e  s t e p d a u g h t e r  c f  a m i l l e r ,  had s p e n t  h e r  e a r l y  
y ea r s  i n  I p s w i c h  and  Newbury-  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  u n e x p e c t e d  
hero i sm of  one  d a u g h t e r — and  t h e  e q u a l l y  s p e c t a c u l a r  d e v i c e  
o f  a n o t h e r — we would knew t h e  E n e r s c n s  a s  common f o l k ,  
h a r d - w o r k i n g ,  s t u r d y ,  and nc mere o r  l e s s  v i s i b l e  i n  l o c a l  
r e c o r d s  t h a n  mos t  o f  t h e i r  n e i g h o r s -  When M i c h a e l  Emer son  
d i ed  i n  1709,  i n  c o n f i d e n t  hop e  o f  "a  g l o r i a s  R e s u r e c t i o n , "  
he l e f t  l a n d  t o  h i s  s e n s ,  m c v e a b l e s  t o  h i s  w i f e ,  and  " t h e  
sum o f  t w e n ty  po u nd s"  t o  Hannah a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  A b i g a i l - [ 3 5 ]  
E l i z a b e t h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was l o n g  d e a d  and p e r h a p s  f o r g o t t e n .
When E l i z a b e t h  was b o r n  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1665,  Hannah was 
e i g h t ,  Mary was f i v e ,  J o h n  was a l m o s t  f o u r ,  an d  t h e  bab y  
Samuel n o t  q u i t e  two-  She was e l e v e n  when Hannah m a r r i e d
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and p e r h a p s  t h e r e  was s p e c i a l  f e e l i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o .
Hannah named h e r  f i r s t  baby  f o r  h e r  m o t h e r  (and h e r s e l f ) , 
bu t  t h e  s e c o n d  f o r  E l i z a b e t h .  By t h i s  t i m e ,  E l i z a b e t h  was 
r a p i d l y  g rowing  up i n  a h o u s e  f i l l e d  w i t h  s i b l i n g s  and 
marked by r e c u r r i n g  s e a s o n s  o f  t r a v a i l  and  l o s s .  She saw 
n i n e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  b o r n  t c  h e r  n e t h e r ,  f i v e  o f  whom d i e d -  
None of  t h i s  was u n u s u a l  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  b u t  s o m e t h i n g  i n  
E l i z a b e t h ' s  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  made i t  d i f f e r e n t .  P e r h a p s  
sh e  began  i n  e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  t c  p r e s s  a  l i t t l e  h a r d e r  f o r  
he r  p a r e n t s '  a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  m o s t ,  a r c u s i n g  f i r s t  t h e  
annoyance  and t h e n  t h e  a n g e r  o f  h e r  f a t h e r -  " I  was a l w a y s  
of an Haugh ty  and S t u b b o r n  s p i r i t , ” s h e  l a t e r  c o n f e s s e d . £ 3 6 ]  
In  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 6 7 6 ,  when E l i z a b e t h  was t e n ,  M i c h a e l  
Emerson made h i s  one  and  o n l y  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  E s s e x  C o un ty  
Cour t  a s  a d e f e n d a n t -  H i t h  some r e l u c t a n c e  p e r h a p s ,  s i n c e  
he was t h e n  s e r v i n g  a s  j u r y m a n  f rom H a v e r h i l l ,  t h e  
m a g i s t r a t e s  f i n e d  him “ f o r  c r u e l  and  e x c e s s i v e  b e a t i n g  o f  
h i s  d a u g h t e r  wi th  a f l a i l  s w i n g l e  and f o r  k i c k i n g  h e r - ” [ 3 7 ]  
Note t he  word " e x c e s s i v e . ” E l i z a b e t h ,  u n l i k e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  
in t h e  f a m i l y ,  may h a v e  r e s p o n d e d  t c  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  
whipp ings  wi th  open  d e f i a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  o b e d i e n t  
s u b m i s s i o n ,  h e r  r e s i s t a n c e  f u e l i n g  h i s  a n g e r ,  a nd  h i s  a n g e r
r e i n f o r c i n g  h e r  r e s i s t a r c e ,  u n t i l  he  had f i n a l l y  p a s s e d  t h e
\
l i n e  drawn i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y  b e t w e e n  g o d l y  s t e r n n e s s  and 
c r u e l t y ,  s i x  mon ths  l a t e r  t h e  c o u r t  a b a t e d  h i s  f i n e  and
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r e l e a s e d  him f  rom t h e  .bond o f  good b e h a v i o r - [ 3 8 ]
As s h e  e n t e r e d  h e r  t e e n s ,  E l i z a b e t h ’ s  r e b e l l i o n  t o o k  
a n o t h e r  f orm-  She b e g a n  t o  keep  " b a d  co mpany"  and  was b y  
h e r  own c o n f e s s i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  " s i n  o f  u n c l e a n n e s s , " and 
e v e n t u a l l y  became  p r e g n a n t -  l i k e  many g i r l s  b e f o r e  h e r ,  s h e  
might  h a v e  m a r r i e d  h a s t i l y ,  f a c e d  t h e  c o n d e m n a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  
and c o u r t ,  and  gone on t c  l i v e  a r e s p e c t a b l e  l i f e -  But  when 
she a c c u s e d  T im o t h y  Swan o f  g e t t i n g  h e r  w i t h  c h i l d ,  h e r  
r e p u t a t i o n  i n  H a v e r h i l l  was t o o  p o o r  t o  make t h e  c h a r g e s  
s t i c k -  Swan’ s  f a t h e r  t o l d  t h e  j u s t i c e  c f  p e a c e ,  N a t h a n i e l  
S a l t o n s t a l l ,  t h a t  he h a d  c h a r g e d  h i s  s o n  " n o t  t o  go i n t o  
t h a t  wicked  h o u s e  an d  h i s  s o n  ha d  o b e y e d  an d  f u r t h e r m o r e  h i s  
son c o u l d  n o t  a b i d e  t h e  j a d e . " [ 3 9 ]  Wicked h o u s e — t h e  p h r a s e  
s t i c k s  i n  t h e  mind b u t  c a n n o t  he  p r e c i s e l y  d e f i n e d -  Did i t  
r e f e r  o n l y  t o  E l i z a b e t h  o r  d i d  i t  e x t e n d  t o  h e r  f a t h e r ?  I n  
A p r i l ,  E l i z a b e t h  gav e  b i r t h  t o  a  d a u g h t e r ,  named B o r o t h i e  
{perhaps  d e f i a n t l y )  a f t e r  T i m o t h y  S w a n ’ s o l d e r  s i s t e r . £ 4 0 ]  
For  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  sh e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  a t  home 
a s  “E l i z a b e t h  Emerson s i n g l e w o m a n , ” p e r h a p s  k e e p i n g  h e r  
l i t t l e  d a u g h t e r  i n  h e r  p a r e n t s ’ h o u s e -  I f  s h e  e v e r  r e g a i n e d  
her  ma id en ly  f i g u r e  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  p r e g n a n c y ,  she  soon  l o s t  
i t ,  p u t t i n g  on s o  much w e i g h t  t h a t  by  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  16 91 ,  
though t h e  n e i g h b o r s  s u s p e c t e d  s h e  was w i t h  c h i l d ,  t h e y  
could  n o t  be  s u r e .  When h e r  m o th e r  f i n a l l y  q u e r i e d  h e r ,  s h e  
den ied  i t ,  t h o u g h  seme a l e r t  women i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d
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o b v i o u s l y  k e p t  c l o s e  wa t ch -  The  t i m i n g  m i g h t  h a v e  be en  
c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  b u t  i t  was e x a c t -  On t h e  morn ing  o f  flay 10,  
1691, a s a b b a t h ,  u n d e r  w a r r a n t  f rom f l a j o r  s a l t o n s t a l l ,  two 
men o f  t h e  town w i t h  Hannah Br own e ,  J u d e t h  H e b s t e r ,  Goodwif e  
Hannah Swan,  and  widow f lary  N e f f  came t o  t h e  Emer son  h o u s e  
wh i l e  E l i z a b e t h ' s  p a r e n t s  we re  a t  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g -  T h a t  t h e y  
would ccme on Sunday  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  were  a l a r m e d -  T h a t  
t h e y  would come w h i l e  t h e  Eme r sons  were  away s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
t hey  e x p e c t e d  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h o u g h  we c a n n o t  b e  c e r t a i n .
They f o u n d  E l i z a b e t h  w a s h i n g  d i s h e s  b u t  l o o k i n g  " v e r y  
i l l . "  Whi le  t h e  women t o o k  h e r  i n t o  t h e  c h a m b e r  t o  s e a r c h  
h e r  c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  men went  t o  t h e  g a r d e n .  T h e r e  t h e y  f o u n d  
two l i t t l e  b o d i e s  sewn up i n  a bag and  b u r i e d  i n  a s h a l l o w  
g rave .  The women s e r e  n o t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  t h e  b a b i e s  had b e e n  
born dead  o r  a l i v e .  One o f  them h a d  i t s  u m b i l i c a l  c o r d  
t w i s t e d  a b o u t  i t s  neck  and cne  " o f  i t s  h a n d s  c l a p t  upon t h e  
same,"  b u t  " w h e a t h e r  i t t  were  a w i l l f u l  a c t  o f  m u r d e r  by t h e  
mother  o r  an y  E l s e .  .  -  we do c e r t a i n l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  p e r i s h e d  f o r  w a n t  c f  h e l p  5 c a e r  a t t  t i m e  of 
t r a v e l l . " £ 4 1 ]  C u r i o u s l y ,  cne  c f  t h e  women who e xa m in e d  
E l i z a b e t h  t h a t  d a y  was t h e  v e r y  same  Mary N e f f  who would 
accompany h e r  s i s t e r  Hannah i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  and  r e t u r n  
wi th  h e r  t o  B o s t o n  w i t h  t e n  I n d i a n  s c a l p s -
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What e x a c t l y  h a d  h a p p e n e d  i n  t h a t  " w i c k e d  h o u s e "  i n  
H a v e r h i l l ?  The n e x t  da y  E l i 2 afceth t o l d  h e r  s t o r y  t o  an  
unknown o f f i c i a l  ( p e r h a p s  N a t h a n i e l  S a l t o n s t a l l )  a s  she  l a y  
on he r  bed i n  h e r  p a r e n t s ’ h o u s e -  Her  t a l e ,  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  
c l i p pe d  r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  f o r m a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  e t c h e s  t h e  
d e s o l a t i o n  w h i ch  a w a i t e d  a young  woman who c o u l d  n e i t h e r  
submit  o r  e s c a p e -  The s e t t i n g  i t s e l f ,  a t r u n d l e  bed a t  h e r  
p a r e n t s '  f e e t ,  s p e a k s  e l o q u e n t l y  o f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  d e p e n d e n c e  
and o f  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  n e e d  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h i s  
puz z l i ng  and wayward d a u g h t e r .
Q: What i s  y o r  H u s b a n d ' s  name?
A: I  have  n e v e r  an c n e .
Q; Were you e v e r  m a r r i e d ?
A: No: n e v e r -
Q: Have you n o t  b e e n  a s e c o n d  t i m e  D e l i v e r e d ,  S had
Two C h i l d r e n  o r  Tw ins  t h i s  month?
A: Yea,  I  h a v e .
Q: When were t h e y  b o r n ?
A: On T h u r s d a y  n i g h t  l a s t ,  b e f o r e  day  t o w a rd  F r i d a y
morn ing ,  b u t  I  am n o t  c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
n i g h t .
Q: Where were  t h e y  b o r n ?
A: On t h e  bed  a t  my F a t h e r s  bed f e e t ,  where  I  now am.
Q: Did you c a l l  f o r  h e l p  i n  yo r  t r a v e l ?
A: No: T h e r e  was  no body t o  c a l l  b u t  my F a t h e r  5
Mothe r ,  & I  was a f r a i d  t o  c a l l  my M o t h e r  f o r  f e a r  
o f  k i l l i n g  h e r .
Q: Did you a c q u a i n t  y o u r  F a t h e r  o r  Mothe r  w i t h  i t
a f t e r w a r d s ?
A: No, n o t  a Word:  I  was a f r a i d .
F ea r fu l  o f  h u r t i n g  h e r  n e t h e r  and p e r h a p s  s i m p l y  f e a r f u l  o f
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her f a t h e r ,  she  g a v e  b i r t h  s i l e n t l y  on a t r u n d l e  bed a t  
t h e i r  f e e t ,  g a g g i n g  h e r  own p a i n  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e r  f e a r  o f  
d i s c o v e r y .  She i n s i s t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  c h i l d  c r i e d  a t  b i r t h -
q: Did you n o t  do them t o  d e a t h ,  by v i o l e n c e ,  s i t t i n g
down upon t h e n ,  s m o t h e r i n g  t h e m ,  0 1  by  a n y  o t h e r
meanes?
A: Ho: by no m e a n e s .
Q: Where d i d  you h i d e  them b e f o r e  b u r i e d ?
A: la  t h e  c h e s t  t h e r e ;  by my bed.
The m a g i s t r a t e  was i n c r e d u l o u s .  E l i z a b e t h  had  s i m p l y  h i d d e n
th e  b a b i e s  an d  t ho u gh  weak h ad  gone  a b o u t  h e r  work a s  t h o u g h
nothing had happened.
Q: Who h e l p t  you  sow them up i n  t h e  bag  t h e y  were
found  i n ?
A: No body .
Q: When d i d  you sow them up i n  t h e  c l o t h  t h e y  were
b u r i e d  i n ?
A: On S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  l a s t .
Q: Where w e r e  y o u r  F a t h e r  S M c t h e r ?
A: My Mother  was g o ne  t o  M i l k i n g  S my F a t h e r  was
a b r o a d . [  42 ]
Though p r e s s e d  by t h e  e x a m i n e r ,  E l i z a b e t h ' s  p a r e n t s  
i n s i s t e d  t h e y  had n o t  known t h a t  s h e  was p r e g n a n t  n o r  had  
they known o f  t h e  b i r t h  c r  t h e  b u r i a l .  [ 4 3 ]  P e r h a p s  t h e y  
simply r e f u s e d  t o  n o t i c e  wha t  a t  l e a s t  seme o f  t h e i r  
ne ighbo r s  saw.  P e r h a p s  t h e y  were i n c a p a b l e  o f  n o t i c i n g .
They were a b s o l v e d  i n  a p r e l i m i n a r y  h e a r i n g .  E l i z a b e t h  was 
taken t o  Eos to n  whe re  s h e  was t r i e d  by j u r y  a n d  on S e p t e m b e r  
22,  169 1 found  g u i l t y  c f  m u r d e r . [ 4 4 ]  On Ju n e  8 ,  1693 s h e  was
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hung, b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  s i t t i n g  i n  C o t t o n  M a t h e r ' s  c h u r c h  and  
l i s t e n i n g  t o  a s e rmon  on t h e  madness  o f  s i n -  M a t h e r  be gg ed  
E l i z a b e t h  t o  v o m i t  a l l  c f  h e r  s i n s -  " I  Q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  
ever  any P r i s o n e r  i n  t h i s  f i o r l d ,  e n j o y ' s  s u c h  means o f  G r a c e  
a s  you have  done  s i n c e  y o u r  I m p r i s o n m e n t , "  he  e x c l a i m e d ,
"and i t  may be t h e r e  n e v e r  was a P r i s o n e r  more H a r d - H e a r t e d ,  
and more U n t r u t h f u l . " [ 45]
S t i l l ,  t h o u g h  h e r  r e p e n t a n c e  h a d  been  i n c o m p l e t e ,  s h e  
had l e f t  a l a s t  c o n f e s s i o n  which  Ma t he r  r e a d  f o r  t h e  
e d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  y o u t h  c f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n -  A modern 
r eader  migh t  r e j e c t  t h e  m o r a l  c f  E l i z a b e t h ' s  s t o r y  w i t h o u t  
denying t he  v a l i d i t y  o f  h e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  " I  t e l i e v e ,  t h e  
c h i e f  t h i n g  t h a t  h a t h ,  b r o u g h t  me, i n t o  my p r e s e n t  
Cond i t i on ,  i s  my D i s o b e d i e n c e  t c  my p a r e n t s :  I  d e s p i s e d  a l l  
t h e i r  Godly C c u n s e i l s  and  B e p r o f f s ; and  I  was a l w a y s  o f  an 
Haughty and S t u b b o r n  S p i r i t -  Sc  t h a t  new I  am become a 
d r e a d f u l  I n s t a n c e  o f  t h e  C u r s e  c f  God b e l o n g i n g  t o  
D i so b e d i en t  C h i l d r e n -  "[  46 ]
I n  E l i z a b e t h ' s  s t o r y ,  a r o m a n t i c i s t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  f i n d  
t he  da rk  s e c r e t  o f  t h e  Eme r sc n  f a m i l y  and  a p s y c h o l o g i s t  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e r t a l  p a t t e r n  which w i l l  e x p l a i n  t h e  h e r o i s m  o f  h e r  
s i s t e r  Hannah-  A h i s t o r i a n ,  cn t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c a n  s i m p l y  
remind them b o t h  t h a t  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d e r s  would n o t  ha v e  
seen i t  t h a t  way a t  a l l -
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C h a p t e r  E l e v e n  
C a p t i v e s
Between 1689 and  1730 n e a r l y  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  women, men, 
and c h i l d r e n  we re  t a k e n  c a p t i v e  f rom n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d .  
For  f r o n t i e r  w i v e s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c a p t u r e  mus t  hav e  
meant a c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  a n  
augmented f e a r  o f  g o i n g  t c  t h e  w e l l  a f t e r  d a r k  o r  o f  s e n d i n g  
c h i l d r e n  t o  a  n e a r b y  wooded f r i n g e  t o  g a t h e r  b e r r i e s .  Bat  
p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h e  f a c t  o f  c a p t u r e  m i g h t  h a v e  meant  
an e x p a n s i o n .  F o r  t h e s e  a c t u a l l y  t a k e n ,  new w o r l d s  b o t h  o f  
t e r r o r  and o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  we re  o p e n e d .  The c a p t i v e  
d e sc r i b e d  i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  was i n v a r i a b l y  an  
i n n o c e n t  C h r i s t i a n  s e i z e d  by r u d e  s a v a g e s ,  t h e n  s u b j e c t e d  t o  
c a p r i c i o u s  t a u n t s  an d  t o r m e n t s  which  were  m i t i g a t e d  o n l y  by 
P r o v i d e n t i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n -  C a p t i v i t y  t h u s  became a 
r i t u a l i s t i c  j o u r n e y  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  a p a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  
s u f f e r i n g  and d e s p a i r  t o w a r d  s a v i n g  f a i t h -  I n  r e a l i t y ,  
c a t i v i t y  was s o m e t i m e s  a j o u r n e y  t o w a r d  a new home ,  a  new 
o c c u p a t i o n ,  new f r i e n d s  and  f a m i l y ,  o r  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t  
toward e a r t h l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  l i t t l e  i m a g i n e d  i n  t h e  f a r m s  and 
v i l l a g e s  l e f t  b e h i n d -
Only by l o o k i n g  a t  a l l  t h e  known c a p t i v e s — t h o s e  who 
e scaped ,  t h o s e  who r e t u r n e d ,  t h o s e  who d i e d ,  and  t h o s e  who 
s t a y ed  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  c r  t h e  F r e n c h - - c a n  we u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
JJ. lI O
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s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  d r a m a t i c a l l y  v i s i b l e  h e r o i n e s  o f  t h e  
wart ime l i t e r a t u r e -  B e c a u s e  c a p t i v i t y  was a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
e x p e r i e n c e  s h a r e d  by o r d i n a r y  men and  wcmen,  i t  i s  n o r t h  
e x p l o r i n g  f o r  a n o t h e r  r e a s o n  a s  w e l l -  A l t h o u g h  c o l d ,  
hunger ,  f e a r  and  f o r c e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  an enemy c u l t u r e  we re  
e x p e r i e n c e s  s h a r e d  by c a p t i v e s  c f  a l l  a g e s  and  b o t h  s e x e s ,  
c a p t i v i t y  o f t e n  t o o k  a d u l t s  and  c h i l d r e n ,  f e m a l e s  and  m a l e s  
in d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s ,  i l l u m i n a t i n g  r o l e  l o u n d a r i e s  wh ich  
might n o t  be  o t h e r w i s e  a p p a r e n t .
*  $  $
P r i s o n e r s  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  P r e n c h  and  I n d i a n  wa r s  a r e  
s u r p r i s i n g l y  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s -  M i n i s t e r s  w r o t e  a b o u t  
them; n e g o t i a t o r s  c o u n t e d  t h e m ,  and  i n  c o u r t  d e p o s i t i o n s  and 
r e l i g i o u s  t r a c t s  t h e y  s o m e t i m e s  s p o k e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  
N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  a n t i q u a r i a n s  a d d e d  g e n e a l o g i c a l  d a t a  and  
e mb e l l i sh m en t  t o  t h e s e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o u r c e s ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  
though n o t  a l w a y s ,  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  b e t w e e n  f a c t  a nd  l e g e n d .  
Early i n  t h i s  c e n t u r y ,  A l i c e  B a k e r  and  Emma Co leman  s e t  o u t  
t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  known i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  New E n g l a n d  c a p t i v e s  
taken t o  C a n ad a ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  d o c u m e n t s  an d  l o c a l  
t r a d i t i o n s  many b a p t i s m a l  and  m a r r i a g e  r e c o r d s  g l e a n e d  f ro m  
Canadian a r c h i v e s -  B u i l d i n g  upon t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a c e  270 c a p t i v e s  t a k e n  f rom t h e  r e g i o n  b e t w e e n  
1689 and 17 30 . [  1 ]
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Like  Hannah D u s t o n ,  mos t  p r i s o n e r s  we re  t a k e n  f rom 
t h e i r  own h o u s e s  i n  a t t a c k s  i n v o l v i n g  s e v e r a l  d w e l l i n g s  i n  
t h e i r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i f  n o t  an e n t i r e  v i l l a g e -  The t o w n s  o f  
o r i g i n  o f  t h e  270 c a p t i v e s  p l a c e  M a t h e r ’ s  " v a l l e y  o f  Achor "  
u n m is t a ka b ly  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  c f  New E n g l a n d  n o r t h  o f  Cape Ann- 
S i x t ee n  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  c a p t i v e s  came f r o m  Hannah D u s t o n ’ s  
town of  H a v e r h i l l  and  a few o t h e r s  f rom t h e  E s s e x  County  
towns o f  Newbury,  S a l i s b u r y ,  and  Amesbury -  A lm os t  a l l  o f  
t h e  o t h e r s  came f rom t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  and  Maine s e t t l e m e n t s  
nor th  o f  t he  M e r r i m a c k -  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  g i v e n  t h e  
massive a s s a u l t s  on York i n  1692 and on O y s t e r  R i v e r  i n  
1694, t h a t  a f i f t h  o f  t h e  c a p t i v e s  came f rom t h e s e  two 
towns.  With Yo r k ,  t h e  t c w n s  a l o n g  t h e  P i s c a t a g u a  
E ive r— Dover ,  E x e t e r ,  O y s t e r  R i v e r ,  K i t t e r y ,  and Sa lmon 
F a l l s — a c c o u n t e d  f o r  more  t h a n  h a l f -  Twen ty  came f rom t h e  
more compact  v i l l a g e  c f  H e l l s ,  Ma ine ,  w h i l e  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  
p l a n t a t i o n s  a bo v e  H e l l s — S c a r b o r o u g h ,  C a s c o ,  S a c o ,  Cape 
E l i z a b e t h ,  Y a r m o u t h ,  E em agu id — a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
e i g h t y .
James  A x t e l l  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i n  l a t e r  w a r s ,  I n d i a n  
c a p t i v i t y  was p r i m a r i l y  an e x p e r i e n c e  o f  women and  
c h i l d r e n . [ 2 ]  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  i n  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  t h i s  
was no t  so-  A l t h o u g h  u n m a r r i e d  g i r l s  a nd  b e y s  u n d e r  t h e  age  
of twen ty -one  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  t h e  c a p t i v e s ,  t h i s  
p r o p o r t i o n  was n o t  much d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l
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p o p u l a t i o n -  Among a d u l t s ,  f i f t y - t w o  women a p p e a r  on 
Coleman’ s  l i s t s  a n d  s i x t y  men-  The o v e r a l l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
males t o  f e m a l e s  was a l m o s t  e g u a l :  142 t o  128.
A x t e l l  h a s  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  phenomenon o f  t h e  " w h i t e  
I n d i a n , "  t h e  c a p t i v e  whc c h c s e  c r  was e n t i c e d  i n t o  s t a y i n g  
with h i s  c r  h e r  c a p t o r s -  A g a i n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  
t h i s  i n  n o r t h e r n  Hew E n g l a n d ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e  A b e n a k i  
I nd i ans  who a c c o u n t e d  f c r  many c f  t h e  r a i d s  were l e s s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a d o p t i o n  t h a n  r a n s o m -  Co leman  f o u n d  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on c n l y  f o u r  " w h i t e  I n d i a n s "  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  New 
England- J o a n n a  O r d v a y  c f  Newbury ,  who was s i x t e e n  when 
t aken ,  r e m a i n e d  i n  C a n a d a  and  m a r r i e d  a n  A b e n a k i -  T r a d i t i o n  
says  t h a t  Mar tha  C l a r k  o f  Casco  and  Samuel  G i l l  o f  S a l i s b u r y  
a l s o  s t a y e d  w i t h  t h e  t r i b e  wh ich  c a p t u r e d  t h e m -  S a r a h  
Hanson o f  Cocheco  was a c c p t e d  by C a n a d i a n  I n d i a n s  b u t  
e v e n t u a l l y  m a r r i e d  a F r e n c h m a n -  T h e r e  may h a v e  b e e n  m o r e ,  
s i n c e  e i g h t e e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  ma le  c a p t i v e s  and  s i x t e e n  p e r  
cent  o f  f e m a l e  w e re  s i m p l y  l e s t  t o  t h e  r e c o r d -  Among 
documented c a s e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  " A n g l o - F r e n c h "  a r e  f a r  more 
i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  " w h i t e  I n d i a n s - "
Age was a key  f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  ou t com e  o f  
c a p t i v i t y -  A l t h o u g h  more t h a n  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  c a p t i v e s  
of e i t h e r  s e x  e v e n t u a l l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  New E n g l a n d ,  t h o s e  o v e r  
twenty were h a l f  a g a i n  a s  l i k e l y  t o  r e t u r n  a s  t h o s e  u n d e r -  
This i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e  a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  of
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c a p t i v i t y  was more t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s -  F o r  young  c a p t i v e s  
memories o f  home would  he  l e s s  f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  more 
e a s i l y  l o s t -  When e l e v e n  y e a r  o l d  E s t h e r  W h e e l w r i g h t  o f  
Ke l l s  was b r o u g h t  t o  H o n t r e a l  i n  1709 a f t e r  s i x  y e a r s  among 
t h e  A b e n ak i s ,  s h e  had f c r g c t t e n  hew t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h -  Even 
more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  was g e n d e r -  A l t h o u g h  
equa l  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  m a l e s  and  f e m a l e s  we re  e v e n t u a l l y  
ransomed,  f a r  more m a l e s  e i t h e r  e s c a p e d  o r  were  k i l l e d -  
Females ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  we re  t w i c e  a s  l i k e l y  t o  s t a y  
with t h e i r  c a p t o r s -  Whi l e  m a l e s  r e s i s t e d ;  f e m a l e s  a d a p t e d -  
To u n d e r s t a n d  how and  why t h e y  a d a p t e d ,  we mus t  l o o k  more 
c l o s e l y  a t  t h e i r  o p t i o n s  and  c p p o r t u n i t i e s -  
C a p t i v i t y  m i g h t  r e s u l t  i n  f o u r  p o s s i b l e  
outcomes— d e a t h ,  e s c a p e ,  r a n s o m ,  o r  a s s i m i l a t i o n -  The f a c t  
t h a t  more ma les  t h a n  f e m a l e s  e s c a p e d  f rom t h e i r  c a p t o r s  i s  
hardly  s u r p r i s i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r emember  t h a t  
escape was an  uncommon f e a t  f o r  e i t h e r  s e x -  Cnly e i g h t  
pe r c en t  o f  m a l e s  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i th  two p e r c e n t  o f  f e m a l e s  
managed t o  g e t  away,  and  among a l l  t h e  e s c a p e d  p r i s o n e r s ,  
male o r  f e m a l e ,  o n l y  Hannah D u s t o n  an d  h e r  c o m p a n i o n s  
r e t u r n e d  wi th  enemy s c a l p s -  Eu t  i f  t h e  ou t c om e  o f  H a n n a h ' s  
c a p t i v i t y  was u n u s u a l ,  h e r  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  
c ap t u r e  was n o t .  F u l l y  c n e - f i f t h  o f  a d u l t  f e m a l e  c a p t i v e s  
from n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  we re  e i t h e r  p r e g n a n t  o r  new ly  
d e l i v e r e d  of  a c h i l d ,  a  f a c t  which g i v e s  t h e  " o u t r a g e d
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maternity" t h eme  i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a t  l e a s t  some 
b a s i s  i n  f a c t -
Hannah B r a d l e y  o f  H a v e r h i l l  and  Tamsen Drew o f  O y s t e r  
fi iver l o s t  i n f a n t s  h e r n  i n  I n d i a n  cam ps ,  b u t  t h r e e  Maine 
women, Anne B a t s o n ,  S a r a h  C o l e ,  a nd  H o p e w e l l  H u t c h i n s ,  a l l  
i n  t he  s econd  t r i m e s t e r  o f  p r e g n a n c y  when t a k e n ,  d e l i v e r e d  
hea l thy  c h i l d r e n ,  b a p t i z e d  so o n  a f t e r  b i r t h  by s o l i c i t o u s  
Canadian p r i e s t s .  P i v e  e t h e r  semen ,  i n c l u d i n g  Hannah 
Duston, marched  n o r t h w a r d  w h i l e  s t i l l  e x p e r i e n c i n g  p o s t  
partum symptoms-  A c c o r d i n g  t o  C o t t o n  M a t h e r ,  C a t h e r i n e  
Adams o f  H e l l s  was d r a g g e d  f rom h e r  h o u s e  o n l y  e i g h t  d a y s  
a f t e r  d e l i v e r y .  When t c l d  t o  wa lk ,  sh e  was u n a b l e  t o  s t i r ,  
even w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  a s t i c k ,  b u t  w i th  p r a y e r  a new 
s t r e n g t h  came i n t o  h e r -  She t r u d g e d  t w e n t y  m i l e s  t h e  f i r s t  
day,  was up t o  h e r  n e c k  i n  w a t e r  s i x  t i m e s ,  and  a t  n i g h t  
" f e l l  o v e r  he ad  and  e a r s "  i n t c  a swamp- To t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  i t  
was m i r a c u l o u s  t h a t  " S h e  g o t  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  Cough n o r  Cold  by 
a l l  t h i s :  She i s  come home a l i v e  u n t o  u s . " [ 3 ]  B i t h i n  t h e  
l a r g e r  r e c o r d  o f  c a p t i v i t y ,  h e r  h e a l t h  s e e m s  l e s s  m i r a c u l o u s  
t han  commonplace .  W h a t e v e r  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n ,  women t a k e n  
from n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  s u r v i v e d .  D e a t h  c l a i m e d  o n l y  
t h r ee  o f  f i f t y - t w o  a d u l t  c a p t i v e s .
T h i s  i s  i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  r e c o r d  f rom a n o t h e r  
p a r t  o f  New E n g l a n d .  N ine  c f  t w e n t y - t h r e e  women t a k e n  f rom 
D e e r f i e l d  i n  w e s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i n  1705 d i e d  o r  were
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k i l l e d -  To J o h n  f l i l l i a m s ,  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  p a s t o r  who was 
h imsel f  among t h e  c a p t i v e s ,  t h e  d e a t h  o f  f a i n t i n g  women came 
to  be e x p e c t e d .  W i l l i a m s *  cun w i f e ,  who had l a i n  i n  a f ew  
weeks b e f o r e ,  n e a r l y  d rowned  w h i l e  c r o s s i n g  a  s t r e a m  and  was 
k i l l e d  by an  I n d i a n  s o o n  a f t e r .  A n o t h e r  c a p t i v e  "Hho b e i n g  
nigh t h e  t ime  of  t r a v a i l ,  was w e a r i e d  w i t h  h e r  j o u r n e y , "  was 
s l a i n ,  a s  were  f o u r  e t h e r s  a l s o  s a i d  t o  hav e  b e e n  
" t i r e d . " [ 4 ]  M i n i s t e r s  were  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  e x p l a i n  why God 
gave one woman t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  move on and a n o t h e r  o n l y  t h e  
courage t o  d i e ,  b u t  h i s t o r i a n s  c a n n o t  so  e a s i l y  a s s i g n  
even t s  t o  p r o v i d e n c e .  The f r e g u e n t  m e n t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  
f a t i g u e  and p h y s i c a l  d i s a b i l i t y  i n  W i l l i a m s *  a c c o u n t  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  mos t  D e e r f i e l d  women were  k i l l e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
could n o t  o r  would  n o t  keep  up t h e  pa ce  r e g u i r e d  by  t h e  
f l i g h t  i n t o  C a n a d a .  P e r h a p s  women f rom t h e  n o r t h e r n  
f r o n t i e r  w i th  i t s  s a w m i l l s  and  i s o l a t e d  g a r r i s o n  h o u s e s  may 
have been more a c c u s t o m e d  t o  w i l d e r n e s s  t r a v e l  t h a n  women 
taken f rom D e e r f i e l d ' s  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r -
In s o r t i n g  o u t  s u c h  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  we must  l o o k  
a t  t h e  c a p t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c a p t i v e s .  The A be nak i  I n d i a n s  
pushed t h e i r  E n g l i s h  c a p t i v e s  f a r  beyond  t h e i r  own pr esumed 
a b i l i t y :  Hannah S w a r t o n  w r o t e  o f  t r a v e l l i n g  " o v e r  s t e e p  and 
hideous  M o u n t a i n s  one  w h i l e  a i d  a n o t h e r  w h i l e  o v e r  Swamps 
and T h i c k e t s  o f  F a l l e n  T r e e s ,  l y i n g  c n e ,  tw o ,  t h r e e  f o o t  
from th e  g r o u n d ,  which  I  h a v e  s t e p p e d  o n ,  f r om one  t o
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a n o t h e r ,  n i g h  a t h o u s a n d  i n  a day ;  c a r r y i n g  a g r e a t  Burden  
on my B a c k - ” [ 5 ]  Bu t  a l m o s t  a s  f r e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  
t e s t i f y  t c  I n d i a n  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e  u n a c c u s t o m e d  
r i g o r s  o f  l i f e  on t h e  t r a i l -  E l i z a b e t h  Hanson  l e f t  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t . ,  He r  I n d i a n  m a s t e r  c a r r i e d  
her  newborn baby  and  s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  h e r  b l a n k e t  " t h o *  he  
had,  a s  i s  s a i d ,  a  v e r y  h e a v y  Burden  o f  h i s  own-"  Though 
E l i z a b e t h  c l i m b e d  m o u x t a i n s  s c  s t e e p  t h a t  s h e  "was  f o r c ' d  t o  
creep up on my Hands and  K n e e s , "  h e r  v a s t e r  h e l p e d  h e r .
"When we came a t  v e ry  bad  P l a c e s ,  he  wou ld  l e n d  me h i s  Hand ,  
or  coming b e h i n d ,  would push  me up b e f o r e  h i m ;  I n  a l l  w h i c h  
he shewed some Hu m a n i ty  and C i v i l i t y  more t h a n  I  c o u l d  h a v e  
e x pec t ed -  "[ 6 ]
"Hu man i ty "  c e r t a i n l y  had  s o m e t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  
t r e a t m e n t  t h e  c a p t i v e s  r e c e i v e d ,  b e t  t h e r e  were a d d i t i o n a l  
mo t ive s -  S i n c e  p r i s o n e r s  we r e  t a k e n  f o r  r a n s o m ,  f o r  
en s l av e m e n t ,  o r  f o r  a d o p t i o n ,  t h e i r  c a p t o r s  had  a r e a l  s t a k e  
in  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l -  H e r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  
D e e r f i e l d  and n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  c a p t i v e s  become mos t  
a p p a r e n t -  The D e e r f i e l d  women were a l l  t a k e n  by Mohawk 
Ind i an s  i n  a s i n g l e  w i n t e r  a t t a c k  on t h e i r  v i l l a g e -  The 
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d e r s  we re  t a k e n  by A b e n a k i  I n d i a n s  i n  
much s m a l l e r  g r o u p s  i n  a s e r i e s  o f  a t t a c k s  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  
t h i r t y  y e a r s .  An u n u s u a l l y  l a r g e  g r o u p  c f  c a p t i v e s  b o t h  
i n c r e a s e d  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  and d e c r e a s e d  t h e  v a l u e  of  a n y  one
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i n d i v i d u a l -  Even i f  t h e y  m i g h t  b r i n g  a good r a n s o m ,  
p r egn an t  o r  p o s t  p a r t u r i e n t  wcmen were  a h i g h  r i s k  g r o u p .
Foe a t r i b e  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a d o p t i o n ,  a s  t h e s e  
MohaHks seem t o  h a v e  b e e n ,  t h e y  we re  w o r t h  l e s s  e f f o r t  t h a n  
a s t u r d y  c h i l d . [ 7 ]
For  w h a t e v e r  r e a s o n ,  mos t  w ives  t a k e n  c a p t i v e  f rom 
n o r t h e r n  Kew E n g l a n d  s u r v i v e d -  R e t u r n i n g  t o  t o w n s  l i k e  
H a v e r h i l l  o r  C y s t e r  B i v e r  o r  York o r  B e r w i c k ,  t h e y  gave  
t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  an i m a c e  c f  " w i l d e r n e s s  c o u r a g e "  more 
v iv id  and more i m m e d i a t e  t h a n  any  p r o m o t e d  by t h e  B o s t o n  
p r e s s -  T h e i r  h e r o i s m  was l e s s  s p e c t a c u l a r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  
Hannah Dus ton ,  t u t  i t  was n c t e d  an d  a p p r e c i a t e d  by  t h e i r  
countrymen-  S y l v a n  us D a v i s  w r o t e  a l o n g  l e t t e r  t o  "be  
Communicated To t h e  I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  o f  f l a i n e"  
based on i n t e l l i g e n c e  c o l l e c t e d  by E s t h e r  Lee  d u r i n g  h e r  
sho r t  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  e a s t e r n  t r i b e s . [ 8 ]  G r a c e  Hegeman,  
Tamsen Drew, and Ann J e n k i n s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  B o s t o n  i n  1695 t o  
t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  t h e  g o v e r n o r  and  c o u n c i l  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  an I n d i a n  named Bcmbazeen-  Hegeman 
d em on s t r a t e d  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s h a r p  memory f o r  na m e s ,  n u m b e r s ,  
d a t e s ,  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  d e t a i l ,  and a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  among 
t he  Canad i an  I n d i a n s  s h e  f e l t  f r e e  t c  o f f e r  t h e  c o u n c i l o r s  
advice  on m i l i t a r y  s t r a t e g y  a s  w e l l  a s  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
" I  app rehend T h a t  i f  t h e  y e a r l y  s u p p l y  f rom F r a n c e  t o  S t .  
John’ s  c o u ld  be i n t e r c e p t e d  t h e y  would be  g r e a t l y  d i s t r e s s e d
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and f o r c e d  t o  d r aw  o f f , "  s h e  t o l d  t h e m - [ 9 ]
In King P h i l i p s  War ,  f r o n t i e r  women had  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  
i n  d i p l o m a t i c  n e g o t i a t i o n s -  A f t e r  a y e a r  among t h e  
Abenak i s ,  E l i z a b e t h  Hammon w r o t e  and  d e l i v e r e d  a  l e t t e r  f r o m 
her  c a p t o r s  d e s c r i b i n g  p o s s i b l e  t e r m s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  wi th  t h e  
E ng l i sh -  As t h e  w i f e  o f  a  t r a d e r  s h e  was a l r e a d y  a d e p t  a t  
communica t i ng  w i t h  t h e  I r d i a n s . £ 1 0 ]  C o t t o n  M a t h e r  r e c o r d e d  
two i n s t a n c e s  o f  s i m i l a r  s e r v i c e  by women i n  King H i l l i a m * s  
War. When t e n  E n g l i s h  C a p t i v e s  were  r e d e e m e d  a t  S a g a d a h o c k  
in 1691,  t h e  I n d i a n s  we re  " v e r y  l o t h "  t o  p a r t  w i t h  M i s t r e s s  
Hul l  " b e c a u s e  b e i n g  a b l e  t c  W r i t e  W e l l ,  t h e y  made h e r  s e r v e  
them in  t he  Q u a l i t y  o f  a S e c r e t a r y - "  Goody S t o c k f o r d ,  an  
o t h e r w i s e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  c a p t i v e ,  was a more  d i r e c t  
i n t e r m e d i a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  two s i d e s -  She  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
Engl i sh  a s  a m e s s e n g e r ,  t h e n  went  b a c k  t o  t h e  I n d i a n s  w i t h  a 
s h a l l o p  f u l l  of  " C h a r i t y "  w i t h  which  t o  r edeem o t h e r  
p r i s o n e r s . [ 1 1 J
I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t c  knew w h e t h e r  c a p t i v i t y  
a f f e c t e d  t he  l i v e s  o f  t h e s e  women a f t e r  t h e i r  r e t u r n -  A f t e r  
two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  i n  f o r e i g n  p a r t s  d i d  t h e y  come back  t o  
t h e i r  s t r u g g l i n g  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  new i d e a s  o r  s k i l l s ?  Did t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  s u r v i v e  w i l d e r n e s s  t r i a l s  and  t o  a d a p t  t o  an 
a l i e n  c u l t u r e  c h a n g e  t h e i r  s e l f - p e r c e p t i o n s ?  Did c a p t i v i t y  
i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  r e s p e c t  f o r  e i t h e r  enemy o r  o n l y  f a n  w a r t i m e  
h a t r e d  and r e s e n t m e n t ?  He c a n n o t  knew- Few c a p t i v e s  l e f t
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w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s ;  a l m o s t  a l l  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  o b s c u r i t y  f r o m  
whence t h e y  we re  t a k e n .
*  *  *
I f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  New E n g l a n d  c a p t i v e s  r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e i r  homes,  an a p p r e c i a b l e  m i n o r i t y  d i d  n o t .  The b e h a v i o r  
of t h e s e  New E n g l a n d e r s  r a i s e s  t h e  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o b l e m  o f  
a s s i m i l a t i o n .  Why d i d  seme c h o o s e  t o  r e m a i n  among t h e  
I nd i an s  o r  w i t h  t h e  F r e n c h ?  He re  a g a i n  s e x  and  a g e  were 
i m p o r t a n t .  B e c e n t  work c o m b i n i n g  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  and  
h i s t o r i c a l  i n s i g h t s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  " f r o n t i e r s "  s h o u l d  be  s e e n  
l e s s  as g e o g r a p h i c a l  t h a n  a s  s o c i a l  s p a c e s ,  p o i n t s  o f  
c o n t a c t  and i n t e r c h a n g e  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r i n g  c u l t u r e s . £ 1 2 ] I n  
t h i s  s e n s e .  New E n g l a n d  c a p t i v e s  i n  t h e  wa r s  o f  t h e  l a t e  
s e v e n t e e n t h  and e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  f a c e d  two g u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  b u t  i n t e r r e l a t e d  f r o n t i e r s :  o n e  i n v o l v e d  c o n t a c t  
between E n g l i s h  c o l o n i s t s  a nd  t h e i r  I n d i a n  n e i g h b o r s ,  
ano the r  be tween  t h e s e  s a n e  c o l o n i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  F r e n c h  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .
I n d i a n s ,  l i k e  w h i t e  New E n g l a n d e r s ,  were  c a p a b l e  o f  
k i l l i n g  and t o r t u r i n g  t h e i r  e n e m i e s ,  b u t  t h e y  w e re  a l s o  
capab le  o f  t o t a l l y  a c c e p t i n g  members c f  an  a l i e n  r a c e ,  o f  
i n t e g r a t i n g  c h o s e n  c a p t i v e s  i n t o  t h e i r  wigwams,  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s ,  and  t h e i r  t r i b e s -  Hhen c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  E n g l i s h  
be h av io r ,  such  an a b i l i t y  s eems  a l l  t h e  more  r e m a r k a b l e .
The most  d r a m a t i c  ex am p l e  o f  I n d i a n  a d o p t i o n  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d
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i s  Eunice  W i l l i a m s ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  D e e r f i e l d .  
Her I n d i a r  name " G o n - s c n g c t e "  means " t h e y  t o o k  h e r  and  
p l aced  h e r  a s  a  member o f  t h e i r  t r i b e . " [ 1 3 ]  Her s t o r y  
con f i rm s  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  J ames  A x t e l l  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  power  
of  I n d i a n  a d o p t i o n -  E u n i c e  was s e v e n  when t a k e n .  S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  M o n t r e a l ,  h e r  f a t h e r  b e g a n  wo r k i n g  w i t h  
French  p r i e s t s  a t  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  S a u l t  S t .  L o u i s  i n  an 
a t t em p t  t c  r edeem h e r .  He was r e p e a t e d l y  t o l d  t h a t  " t h e  
flohawks would  a s  s o o n  p a r t  w i t h  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a s  my 
c h i l d . "  He f i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  m ee t  w i t h  h e r ,  
and i n  t h e  h o u r  t h e y  we re  t o g e t h e r  he  t r i e d  t o  f o r t i f y  h e r  
a g a i n s t  I n d i a n  way s .  H i s  a p p r o a c h  was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  He 
f i r s t  c h e c k e d  t o  s e e  i f  s h e  c o u l d  s t i l l  r e a d ,  t h e n  he 
reviewed t he  c a t e c h i s m  w i t h  h e r -  A l t h o u g h  s h e  e x p r e s s e d  a 
d e s i r e  t o  r e t u r n  home an d  p r o m i s e d  t o  f o l l o w  h e r  f a t h e r ’ s  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  he f e a r e d  t h a t  sh e  wculd  n e t  l e n g  remember  t h e  
c a t ech i sm  " h a v i n g  no one  t o  i n s t r u c t  h e r . "  H i l l i a m  saw h i s  
d au gh t e r  b u t  once more  and  t h o u g h  he  i m p r o v e d  t h e  t i m e  " t o  
g ive  h e r  t h e  b e s t  a d v i c e  I  c o u l d , "  h i s  e f f o r t s  were of  
l i t t l e  v a l u e .  [ 14]
Fo r  a s e v e n - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d ,  a d v i c e  and h a l f - r e m e m b e r e d  
ca t ec h i s m  were no ma tch  f o r  t h e  Mohawk c u r r i c u l u m -  E u n i c e  
assumed I n d i a n  d r e s s ,  a t e  I n d i a n  f e e d ,  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  t o o k  
an I n d i a n  h u s b a n d .  A l t h o u g h  F r e n c h  and  E n g l i s h  o f f i c i a l s  
t r i e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  h e r  t o  l e a v e  h e r  new p e o p l e ,  s h e  r e f u s e d .
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In 1713, John  S c h u y l e r  s p c k e  w i t h  h e r  f c r  a l m o s t  two h o u r s ,  
dur ing  which t im e  she  s p o k e  o n l y  two w o r d s ,  " J a g h t e  o g h t e , "  
which " a m o ng s t  t h e  I n d i a n s  i s  c p l a i n  d e n y a l l . ” [ 1 5  ] I n  a 
l e t t e r  t o  Samuel  S e w a l l ,  t h e  H e v e r e n d  H i l l i a m s  l a m e n t e d  t h e  
l o s s  o f  h i s  d a u g h t e r  and  e t h e r  E n g l i s h  c h i l d r e n .  MI  t h i n k  
i t  would he f a r  e a s i e r  t o  g a i n  t w i c e  t h e  number  o f  F r e n c h  
and I n d i a n s  t o  go w i th  us  t h a n  E n g l i s h , ” h e  l a m e n t e d - [ 16 ]
F i g u r e s  f rom D e e r f i e l d  shew t h a t  many more g i r l s  t h a n  
boys r e m a in e d  among t h e  l E d i a n s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  i s  n o t  
enough e v i d e n c e  f ro m  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  t o  draw any  
c o n c l u s i o r s  a h o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  I n d i a n  a s s i m i l a t i o n .
The r e c o r d  f o r  t h e  F r e n c h ,  cn t h e  e t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  c l e a r .  
S t a t i s t i c s  c o n f i r m  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  c f  t h e  B o s t o n  m i n i s t r y  
t h a t  i f  New E n g l a n d e r s  i n  c a p t i v i t y  were  t h r e a t e n e d  by 
" s a v a g e s , ” t h e y  w e re  e v e n  more s t r e n u o u s l y  e n t i c e d  by  
" p a p i s t s . ” T w e n t y - n i n e  f e m a l e s  and  f o u r t e e n  m a l e s  f rom 
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  made new l i v e s  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  
Canada.  Th a t  t w i c e  a s  many f e s a l e s  a s  m a l e s  r e m a i n e d  w i t h  
t h e  enemy can  be a t t r i b u t e d  t c  t h r e e  f a c t o r s :  t h e  p r i m a c y  o f  
m a r r i a g e ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  and  t h e  s u p p o r t i v e  
power o f  f e m a le  n e t w o r k s .
M a r r i a g e  was t h e  s i n g l e  n e s t  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  which f e m a l e  c a p t o r s  r e t u r n e d  and  wh ic h  s t a y e d  
i n  New F r a n c e -  o n l y  one  n a r r i e d  woman s t a y e d  a n d ,  a s  we 
s h a l l  s e e ,  h e r  s i t u a t i o n  was e x c e p t i o n a l -  The two o t h e r
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a d u l t s  whc r e m a i n e d  i n  Canada  had fcoth t e e n  widowed by t h e  
war,  w h i l e  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  e x p a t r i o t  f e m a l e s  were  s i n g l e  women 
and g i r l s -  I n  f a c t ,  f i f y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  f e m a l e  c a p t i v e s  
between t h e  a g e s  o f  t w e l v e  and  t w e n t y - o n e  f o u n d  new l i v e s  i n  
t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e i r  enemy- T h i s  i s  o f  c o u r s e  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  
age group wh i ch  i n  New E n g l a n d  would hav e  b e e n  p u t t i n g  l amb 
bones unde r  p i l l o w s  o r  c o u n t i n g  d a i s i e s  o r  o t h e r w i s e  
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  wha t  t h e  f u t u r e  s i g h t  b r i n g -  I f  t h e s e  
c a p t i v e s  d id  n e t  p r o v e  a s  r e s c l u t e  a s  New E n g l a n d  m i n i s t e r s  
might have  h o p e d ,  i t  was b e c a u s e  t h e y  had  a l w a y s  known t h a t  
t h e i r  f u t u r e  l i f e  wou ld  depend  more t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  on 
the c h o i c e  o f  a  m a t e -  Ev e ry  g i r l  knew t h a t  s h e  would  
e v e n t u a l l y  l e a v e  h e r  f a t h e r  and  m o t h e r  and p e r h a p s  e v e n  h e r  
community t o  mar ry -  To l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  and 
t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  o n e ' s  c h i l d h c c d  was n e t  e x p e c t e d ,  of  c o u r s e ,  
bu t  i n  c o u r t s h i p  ( a s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n )  
p r ox im i t y  i s  more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  any o t h e r  f a c t o r -  Maine  
and New Ham psh i r e  we r e  f a r  away and  F r e n c h  ( and  s o m e t i m e s  
Indian)  s u i t o r s  i n s i s t e n t -  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  was no 
guiding hand of  a p a r e n t  t o  r e s t r a i n  a  y o u t h f u l  i n f a t u a t i o n .
In  New F r a n c e ,  t h e  c a p t i v e s  h a d  f o u n d  a c o u n t r y  i n  
which m a r r i a g e  may ha v e  t e e n  even  e a s i e r  t h a n  i n  New 
England- The f i r s t  E n g l i s h  c a p t i v e s  a r r i v e d  i n  Canada  a f t e r  
the c o l o n i z a t i o n  p o l i c i e s  o f  J e a n - B a p t i s t e  C o l b e r t ,  L o u i s  
XIV's m i n i s t e r  o f  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  had a l r e a d y  p r o v e d
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s u c c e s s f u l -  O b s e r v e r s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 6 6 0 ' s  r e p o r t e d  a l i n e  o f  
s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  t h e  S t -  L a w r e n c e ;  f a r m s  were  r e p l a c i n g  
f o r e s t s ,  c r a f t s  a nd  t r a d e s  were  a p p e a r i n g -  I t  i s  c l e a r  f r om 
con tempora ry  do c um e n t s  t h a t  i n d u s t r i o u s  s e t t l e r s  of  b o t h  
sexes  were welcome i n  t h e  f r e n c h  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h o u g h  a s  i n  
a l l  p i o n e e r  s o c i e t i e s ,  women may h a v e  be en  e s p e c i a l l y  
wel come- [17 ]  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  would ha ve  b e e n  e a s i e r  f o r  
f ema le s  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  a w i f e  u s u a l l y  a s s u m e s  
the s t a t u s  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d -  The w i f e  o f  an I n d i a n  o r  a 
Frenchman c o u l d  become  I n d i a n  o r  F r e n c h  by v i r t u e  o f  
m a r r i a g e .
The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  m a r r i a g e  c h o i c e  becomes  ev en  more
appa ren t  i f  we l o c k  a t  t h e  t h r e e  a d u l t  c a p t i v e s  who
remained-  A b i g a i l  T u r b e t ' s  s t o r y  i s  some wha t  o b s c u r e ,  
because  she  d i e d  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  mak ing  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  s t a y ,  
so i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t c  knew i f  she  would have  r e t u r n e d  
e v e n t u a l l y ,  y e t  s h e  p r o b a b l y  had  l i t t l e  r e a s o n  t o  do s o .
Her husband  had d i e d  d u r i n g  h e r  c a p t i v i t y  and  s h e  had no 
c h i l d r e n . [ 1 8 J T h e r e  i s  nc g u e s t i o n  a b o u t  A b i g a i l  W i l l e y ' s  
m o t i v a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r -  F o r  h e r ,  a f o r c e d  j o u r n e y  t o  Canada  
brought  f r e e dom  f ro m  b o n d a g e  o f  a d i f f e r e n t  s o r t .  She ha d  
no d e s i r e  t o  r e t u r n  t c  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  whom s h e  ha d  p r e v i o u s l y  
accused i n  c o u r t  o f  i n s a n e  j e a l o u s y  and  r e p e a t e d  c r u e l t y .
He was p e r h a p s  j u s t  a s  r e a d y  t o  f o r g e t  h e r ,  f o r  when he  went
to sea i n  1696 he made o u t  a deed  o f  g i f t  w h i ch  i g n o r e d  t h e
_
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e x i s t e n c e  o f  a w i f e  i n  C a n a d a -  F r e n c h  a nd  I n d i a n s  e f f e c t e d  
a s e p a r a t i o n  which New H a m p s h i r e  c o u r t s  had d e n i e d -  Fo r  
more t h a n  a d e c a d e  A b i g a i l  l i v e d  a s  a s i n g l e  woman i n  New 
France/  p a r t  o f  t h e  t i n e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  M e s s i r e  H e c t o r  de  
C a l l i e r e s ,  G o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  M o n t r e a l -  I n  1 7 10 ,  now 
l i s t e d  a s  a widow,  s h e  m a r r i e d  E d o u r a r d  Ee F l e c h e u r - [19  ] 
G r i z e l  O t i s  was a l s c  a widow.  Her h u s b a n d  had  b e e n  
k i l l e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  upcm D o v e r -  H i t h i n  s i x  mo n th s  i n  New 
France ,  she  had m a r r i e d  P h i l l i p p e  B o b i t a i l l e ,  a M o n t r e a l  
cooper -  But  f o r  G r i z e l ,  t h e r e  was an a d d i t i o n a l  
f a c t o r — r e l i g i o n -  A l t h o u g h  h e r  h u s b a n d  had b e e n  a Q u a k e r ,  
her  mother  had b e e n  I r i s h  and  p r o b a b l y  c a t h o l i c  a s  w e l l .
Soon a f t e r  h e r  a r r i v a l ,  s h e  was b a p t i z e d  by a C a n a d i a n  
p r i e s t ,  a s  were h e r  t h r e e - m o n t h - o l d  baby  C h r i s t i n e ,  h e r  
t w o - y e a r - o l d  d a u g h t e r ,  a r d  l e u r  s t e p c h i l d r e n  and 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n -  A l l  o f  t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  and  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  g r ew  
up i n  Canada ,  m a r r i e d  t h e r e ,  and  w i t h  t h e  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  
of  C h r i s t i n e ,  r e m a i n e d  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  
l i v e s . [ 2 0 ]  C a p t i v i t y  b r o u g h t  G r i z e l  a  new o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
mar r i age ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  e v e n  more i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  r e t u r n e d  h e r  
to t he  f a i t h  of  h e r  m o t h e r -
The s t o r y  of  G r i z e l  G t i s  B o b i t a i l l e  a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s  
t he  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  n e t w o r k  c f  E n g l i s h  c a p t i v e s  
which d e v e l o p e d  i n  M o n t r e a l -  Her p r e s e n c e  and  h e r  e a s y  
a s s i m i l a t i o n  i n t o  F r e n c h  f a i t h  and s o c i e t y  may h a v e  b e en  a
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b r idge  f o r  A b i g a i l  W i l l e y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e y  h a d  l i v e d  i n  
d i f f e r e n t  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e y  Here  r e l a t e d  by m a r r i a g e .  
A b i g a i l ’ s  s i s t e r  was m a r r i e d  t o  G r i z e l ’ s  s t e p s o n  and  had 
been k i l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  a t t a c k  i n  wh ich  t h e  O t i s ’ s  were  
t a k e n . £212 T h e r e  s e e m s  t c  h a v e  b e e n  no p r i o r  c o n n e c t i o n  
with A b i g a i l  T u r b e t ,  h o w e v e r ,  y e t  G r i z e l  a p p a r e n t l y  s o u g h t  
her  o u t .  I n  1 7 0 5 ,  s h e  w i t n e s s e d  T u r t e t ' s  d e a t h b e d  
a b j u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t a n t  f a i t h  and  h e r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  
C a t h o l i c i s m . £ 2 2 ]  F o r  some New E n g la n d  women,  Canada  o f f e r e d  
an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a  new l i f e ,  b u t  i n  New F r a n c e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
was o f t e n  l i n k e d  t c  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f u l l y  a s  z e a l o u s  
a s  any i n  New E n g l a n d  and  t o  a s y s t e m  o f  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  by 
godly women.
U n l i k e  t h e  p r o t e s t a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s  c f  New E n g l a n d ,  New 
France o f f e r e d  women n o t  cne  t u t  two l i f e  c h o i c e s .  Both a r e  
e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  two  Maine g i r l s ,  E s t h e r  
and Mary S a y v a r d ,  g r e a t - g r a n d d a u g h t e r s  o f  J o h n  W h e e l w r i g h t ,  
t h e  a n t i n c m i a n  m i n i s t e r  who came t c  Maine i n  1637 a f t e r  h i s  
s i s t e r - i n - l a w  Anne H u t c h i n s o n  f l e d  t o  Rhode I s l a n d .  T h e s e  
s i s t e r s  were t o  p l a y  a  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f  
New Eng land  r e l i g i o n .  E s t h e r ,  who was s e \ ien  when c a p t u r e d ,  
was e d u c a t e d  i n  a s c h c c l  f c r  g i r l s  o p e r a t e d  by  t h e  S i s t e r s  
of t he  C o n g r e g a t i o n  de  No t r e -Ea rae  i n  M o n t r e a l -  I n  1 71 2 ,  she  
marr ied P i e r r e  de L e s t a g e ,  c h o o s i n g  t o  become a h o u s e w i f e  a s  
she would u n d o u b t e d l y  had  dene  i n  New E n g l a n d .  He r  s i s t e r
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Mary, who was e l e v e n  when t a k e n  t o  New E n g l a n d ,  t o o k  t h e  
second a l t e r n a t i v e .  She  t o o  had  b e e n  t a u g h t  by t h e  S i s t e r s  
of  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  s o  w e l l  i n  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  d e c i d e d  t o  
remain among t hem.  I n  16S9 s h e  t o o k  vows and  became  " S o e u r  
M a r i e - d e s - A n g e s . " [  23 ] f i v e  g i r l s  f r o m n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  
became n u n s .  T h e i r  c h o i c e  was s i m p l y  t h e  mos t  e x t r e m e  f o r m  
of  a f a r  more common r e s p o n s e  t c  F r e n c h  r e l i g i o n .
Women s t a n d  s i d e  by s i d e  w i t h  men i n  t h e  l e g e n d a r y  
acco un t s  o f  t h e  f o u n d i n g  c f  M o n t r e a l ,  t h e  one  c i t y  i n  N o r t h  
America u n e q u i v o c a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  r e l i g i o n . [ 2 4 ]  As 
a s i s t e r  cf  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  de N o t r e - D a m e ,  Mary Sayward  
be longed t o  one o f  two i m p o r t a n t  M o n t r e a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
founded and c o n t i n u e d  by wcmen. As nuns  of  L ' H o t e l  D ie u ,  
Mary s i l v e r ,  Mary Ann D a v i s ,  and  Hu th  L i t t l e f i e l d  were  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  o t h e r .  M o n t r e a l ' s  h o s p i t a l  and  i t s  
s choo l  f o r  g i r l s  b o t h  a n t e d a t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  f r e n c h  
s e t t l e m e n t .  L i k e  t h e  J e s u i t  m i s s i o n a r i e s  who p r e c e d e d ' t h e m  
and t h e  U r s u l i n e s  who would  e v e n t u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  s i m i l a r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Q u e b e c ,  t h e  H o s p i t a l i e r s  and  t h e  t e a c h i n g  
s i s t e r s  o f  Not r e -Dame  had  o r i g i n a l l y  hoped  t o  c o n v e r t  a nd  
t e ach  t h e  I n d i a n s .  By t h e  t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  c a p t i v e s  a r r i v e d  
from New E ng lan d ,  t h e y  had  a d a p t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  s e r v i n g  an 
i n c r e a s i n g  F r e n c h  p o p u l a t i o n  and an o c c a s i o n a l  I r o q u o i s  o r  
Algonkian g i r l .  When war  b r o k e  o u t ,  t h e y  were r e a d y  t o  
r e s c u e  New E n g la n d  women and c h i l d r e n  f ro m t h e  c l u t c h e s  o f
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s avage ry  and t h e  a r i a s  o f  f a l s e  r e l i g i o n . [ 2 5 ]
The r e l i g i o u s  i n f l u e n c e  c f  t h e  New E n g l a n d  c o n v e r t s  
spread  ou tw a rd  f rom M o n t r e a l -  Shea a m i s s i o n  and  s c h o o l  
were e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  S a u l t - a u - r e c o l l e t  i n  1701,  Mary Sayward  
went t h e r e  a s  s u p e r i o r .  T h e r e  she  t a u g h t  I n d i a n  g i r l s  and  
young E n g l i s h  c a p t i v e s  b r o u g h t  f rom h e r  ho m e l a n d -  She may 
have been  t h e  " p a p i s t  E n g l i sh w o m a n "  who t r i e d  t o  c o m f o r t  
Joseph B a r t l e t t  o f  Newbury when he was b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
miss ion  i n  1708-  I n  1 7 1 2 ,  s h e  h e a r d  Hannah H u r s t ,  a 
D e e r f i e l d  c a p t i v e ,  d e c l a r e  h e r  wish  t o  l i v e  among t h e  
Ind i an s  and mar ry  t h e r e ,  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  
c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e  c f  t h i s ,  s h e  may a l s o  ha ve  met  h e r  
cous in  E s t h e r  H h e e l w r i g h t  o f  W e l l s ,  who was t a k e n  f rom t h e  
Abenakis  i n  1709 and  who a f t e r w a r d  became t h e  mos t  f amous  o f  
t h e  New En g land  n u n s - [ 2 6 ]  E s t h e r ,  who t o o k  f i n a l  vows i n  
1714, was t w i c e  s u p e r i o r  c f  t h e  O r s u l i n e  c o n v e n t  o f  Quebec .  
Though she  e v e n t u a l l y  r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  
i n  Maine,  she  n e v e r  r e n o u n c e d  he r  new r e l i g i o n -  "God 
h imse l f  a s s u r e s  u s , "  s h e  w r o t e  h e r  m o th e r  i n  1747,  t h a t  " h e  
who l e a v e s  f o r  h i s  s a k e ,  F a t h e r ,  M o t h e r ,  B r o t h e r s  and  
S i s t e r s ,  s h a l l  h a v e  a n  h u n d r e d  f o l d  i n  t h i s  l i f e ,  and  L i f e  
e t e r n a l  i n  t h e  n e x t - " [ 2 7 ]
Mary s i l v e r  o f  H a v e r h i l l  was s i x t e e n  when she  was 
c ap tu r e d  i n  1708- Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e r  m o t h e r  p e t i t i o n e d  
the g e n e r a l  c o u r t ,  b e g g i n g  h e l p  i n  s e c u r i n g  h e r  r e l e a s e -
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She was w o r r i e d  a b o u t  h e r  d a u g h t e r ' s  s o u l ,  a s  w e l l  she  m ig h t  
have b e e n ,  f o r  two m on th s  b e f o r e  Mary ha d  b e e n  b a p t i s e d  i n  
Mont rea l  wi th t h e  H igh  and  Mighty  S e i g n e u r  M e s s i r e  P h i l i p p e  
de BLigaud, M a r g u i s  de V a u d r e u i l ,  c h e v a l i e r  c f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
o rde r  o f  S a i n t - L o u i s ,  an d  G o v e r n o r  G e n e r a l  o f  New F r a n c e  
s t a n d i n g  a s  g o d f a t h e r -  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  V a u d r e u i l  w r o t e  
Governor  Dudley  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t h a t  Mary was a s  f r e e  a s  
any o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  c a p t i v e s  t o  r e t u r n  b u t  t h a t  he  w o u l d n ' t  
f o r c e  someone to  go b a c k  who want ed  t o  s t a y -  Mary had 
a l r e a d y  e n t e r e d  t h e  o r d e r  o f  S t -  J o s e p h  a s  a S o e u r  L ' H o t e l  
Dieu- Among h e r  f e l l c w  s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  c r d e r  s ay  hav e  be en  
Mary Ann E a v i s  o f  H a v e r h i l l ,  whc had  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  f o u r t e e n  
yea r s  b e f o r e  and  who e v e n t u a l l y  t o o k  vows-  Seven  y e a r  o l d  
3u th  L i t t l e f i e l d  o f  W e l l s  was p r o b a b l y  among t h e  c h i l d r e n  
be ing e d u c a t e d  a t  t h e  n e a r b y  c c n v e n t  s c h o o l -  She t o o  would 
become a B o s p i t a l i e r e - [ 2 €  ]
S i n c e  t h e  New E n g l a n d  c a p t i v e s  who s t a y e d  i n  Canada  
i n c l u d e d  su ch  v i s i b l e  c o n v e r t s  a s  Mary S i l v e r  a n d  E s t h e r  
Whee lwr ight ,  i t  i s  l i t t l e  wc nde r  t h a t  o f f i c i a l s  a t  home 
worried o v e r  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  F r e n c h  C a t h o l i c i s m -  J o h n  
Wil l i ams ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  E e e r f i e l d ,  d e v o t e d  mos t  o f  h i s  
c a p t i v i t y  n a r r a t i v e  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  t h r e a t  o f  " p a p a c y - "  I n  
a wart ime t r a c t  d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  
Cot ton Mather  u r g e d  New I n g l a n d  c a p t i v e s  t o  f o r t i f y  
t h e m s e lv e s  t h r o u g h  k n o w le dg e  c f  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s ,  s t r i c t
obse rvance  o f  t h e  s a b b a t h ,  a nd  m u t u a l  s u p p o r t s  t h r o u g h  
mee t i ngs  and p r a y e r . £ 2 9 j  A t r a c t  p r i n t e d  i n  B o s t o n  was a s  
i n e f f e c t i v e  a s  a h a s t i l y  t a u g h t  c a t e c h i s m ,  E n g l i s h  g i r l s  
who a r r i v e d  i n  M o n t r e a l ,  Q ue b e c ,  o r  t h e  o u t l y i n g  m i s s i o n s ,  
e n c o u n t e r e d  a wor ld  wh ich  was h i g h l y  r e l i g i o u s ,  o r i e n t e d  
toward c o n v e r s i o n ,  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  
f emin ine -
T h i s  wor ld  t o u c h e d  a d u l t  women as  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n -  A l t h o u g h  E l i z a b e t h  H an son ,  Hannah S w a r t o n ,  a n d  
Margaret  S t i l s o n  r e s i s t e d  C a t h o l i c  i n f l u e n c e  an d  e v e n t u a l l y  
r e t u rn e d  t o  t e l l  o f  t h e i r  t r i u m p h ,  a l m o s t  a t h i r d  o f  a d u l t  
female c a p t i v e s  made a t  l e a s t  some c a p i t u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
French.  Only G r i z e l  O t i s ,  A b i g a i l  H i l l e y ,  and  A b i g a i l  
Turbet  f u l l y  c o n v e r t e d ,  b u t  Anne B a t s o n  c f  S c a r b o r o u g h ,  
Tamsen Drew of  o y s t e r  K i v e r ,  Mary E l a i s t e d  o f  Y o r k , . S a r a h  
Cole of Saco ,  and  H e h i t a b l e  Goodwin,  E l i z a b e t h  T o z i e r ,  and  
Martha Gran t  o f  Sa lmon  F a l l s  a l l  a c c e p t e d  c a t h o l i c  b a p t i s m  
though t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  l i v e  i n  New E n g l a n d .
Among a d u l t  m a l e s ,  o n l y  o n e — Tamsen D r e w ' s  h u s b a n d  
Thomas— a c c e p t e d  b a p t i s m -  T h e r e  i s  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
coe r c ion  h e r e -  Though t h e  p r i e s t s  m ig h t  t a k e  a n  i n f a n t  f r om 
i t s  m o t h e r ' s  a rms  t c  s p r i n k l e  i t  a g a i n s t  t h e  f i r e s  o f  h e l l ,  
they d id  no t  f o r c i b l y  b a p t i z e  a d u l t s .  The " s u s c e p t i b i l i t y "  
of t h e s e  women to  C a t h o l i c i s m  i s  b e s t  e x p l a i n e d  i n  s o c i a l  
t e rms,  i n  New F r a n c e ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which were
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most i n t i m a t e l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  c a p t i v e s  were  d o m i n a t e d  by 
women.
The most  f r e y u e n t  name on b a p t i s m a l  r e c o r d s  o f  New 
England c a p t i v e s  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  b o t h  t h o s e  who r e t u r n e d  and  
t h o s e  who s t a y e d ,  i s  t h a t  o f  M- H e n r . i - 2  t o i n e  de M e r i e l ,  who 
was n o t  on ly  p r i e s t  o f  t h e  p a r i s h  o f  No t r e -Dame  b u t  a l s o  
c h a p l a i n  cf  t h e  H o t e l - D i e u  and  c o n f e s s o r  o f  t h e  p u p i l s  and  
s i s t e r s  o f  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  c f  N o t r e - D a m e - [ 3 0  ] Though 
F a t h e r  M e r i e l  was h i m s e l f  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  c a p t i v e s ,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t w i c e  a s  many f e m a l e s  a s  m a l e s  su c cum be d  t o  F r e n c h  
i n f l u e n c e  p o i n t s  beyond  t h e  z e a l o u s  f a t h e r  t o  t h e  s i s t e r s  
who n u r s e d  and  t a u g h t  t hem a f t e r  t h e i r  p u r c h a s e  f rom t h e  
I n d i a n s -  N e a r l y  a l l  c f  t h e  g i r l s  who m a r r i e d  and s t a y e d  i n  
New F r a n c e  we r e  f i r s t  n u r t u r e d  by n u n s  and b a p t i z e d  un d e r  
t h e i r  c a r e -  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  s a y s  t h a t  a f t e r  a y e a r  w i t h  t h e  
s i s t e r s ,  e i g h t - y e a r - o l d  S a r a h  G e r r i s h  o f  Dover  went  home i n  
t e a r s ,  h i d i n g  a l i t t l e  c r u c i f i x  u n d e r  h e r  a rm p i t , [ 3 1 ]  The 
m i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  c a p t i v e s  b e c a n e  e v e n  more e f f e c t i v e  w i th  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  cf t h e  E n g l i s h  s i s t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mary S i l v e r ,  who 
e v e n t u a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  F a t h e r  M e r i e l  a s  c a t e c h i s t .  The 
network o f  f e m a l e  c a p t i v e s  i n  New F r a n c e — from G r i z e l  O t i s  
f i o b i t a i l l e  who e s t a b l i s h e d  h e r  f a m i l y  i r  M o n t r e a l  i n  1689 t o  
the l a s t  cf  t h e  c a p t i v e s  i n  t h e  wa r s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y — d e s e r v e s  f u r t h e r  s t u d y ,  b u t  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  seems  
c e r t a i n - [32  ]
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By p u t t i n g  one f o o t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  New E n g la n d  
women and t h e i r  d a u g h t e r s  s u r v i v e d  t h e  t r e k  t c  C a n a d a -  Once 
t h e r e ,  t h e y  r e s p o n d e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways-  Seme i n t e r p r e t e d  
t h e i r  c a p t i v i t y ,  much a s  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  d i d ,  a s  a s p i r i t u a l  
gues t  f o r  c o u r a g e  and  f a i t h .  e t h e r s  a c c e p t e d  i t  a s  b o t h  an 
o p p o r t u n i t y  and a t r i a l -  L i t t l e  g i r l s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  
n u r t u r e  t h e y  w e re  g i v e n ,  s o m e t i m e s  e m b r a c i n g  a f a i t h  f o r e i g n  
to New E n g l a n d ,  o l d e r  g i r l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n  t h e i r  
t e e ns  o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  f r e g u e n t l y  c h o s e  t o  m a r r y  r a t h e r  
than t o  w a i t  months  and  y e a r s  f o r  r an som-  H o s t  m a r r i e d  
women k e p t  t h e i r  e y e s  cn h c n e  and e v e n t u a l l y  r e t u r n e d ,  
though n o t  w i t h o u t  a c c e p t i n g  F r e n c h  f r i e n d s h i p  and  
e v e n t u a l l y  F r e n c h  r e l i g i o n -  I f  f e m a l e  New E n g l a n d e r s  
r e s i s t e d  c a p t i v i t y  l e s s  s t r e n u o u s l y  t h a n  m a l e s ,  t h e i r  
a d a p t a t i o n  was n e v e r  m e r e l y  p a s s i v e -  They p r o v e d  t h e m s e l v e s  
“m o v e a b l e s , M l i k e  t h e  p o t s ,  p a n s ,  and  cows wh ich  fo rm ed  t h e  
c h i e f  f e m a l e  i n h e r i t a n c e  i n  e i t h e r  c o u n t r y .
$  $  *
One o f  t h e  mos t  v i s i b l e — and mov eab l e— of  New E n g la n d  
c a p t i v e s  was C h r i s t i n e  O t i s  o f  D o v e r ,  New H a m p s h i r e -  The 
d e t a i l s  o f  h e r  l i f e  p o r t r a y  t h e  o f t e n  d r a m a t i c  c o n t r a s t  
between l i t e r a r y  h e r o i s m  and l i f e .  C h r i s t i n e  was t a k e n  t o  
Canada as  an i n f a n t  w i t h  h e r  n e t h e r  G r i z e l  C t i s  B o b i t a i l l e -  
She grew up i n  New F r a n c e ,  was e d u c a t e d  by t h e  S i s t e r s  o f  
the  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  and  i n  1707 a t  t h e  a g e  o f  e i g h t e e n  m a r r i e d
Louis  Le Beau-  I n  1713 he  d i e d  l e a v i n g  h e r  w i t h  two
d a u g h t e r s -  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  s h e  m a r r i e d  C a p t a i n  Thomas B a k e r ,
a D e e r f i e l d  c a p t i v e  who had  e s c a p e d  i n  1705 and  who now 
r e t u r n e d  to M o n t r e a l  a s  an i n t e r p r e t e r  w i t h  a p a r t y  o f  
Eng l i sh  n e g o t a i t o r s -  f l he r e  C h r i s t i n e  met  B a k e r ,  w h e t h e r  she  
c o n s c i o u s l y  c h o s e  t o  a t a n d c n  Ca nad a  i n  h e r  d e c i s i o n  t o  m a r r y  
him, o r  hew t h i s  c h o i c e  a f f e c t e d  h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h e r  
mother r e m a i n  o b s c u r e -  She  f o l l o w e d  h e r  new h u s b a n d  b a c k  t o  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  t h o u g h  F r e n c h  o f f i c i a l s  d e n i e d  h e r  p e r m i s s i o n  
t o  t ake  h e r  c h i l d r e n  by  l e  Be au -  Though a widow s h e  was 
only t w e n t y - o n e  a t  t h e  t i m e ;  l o v e  and a y e a r n i n g  f o r
a d v e n t u r e  may h a v e  been  more p o w e r f u l  m o t i v e s  t h a n  h e r  t i e s
t o  he r  mothe r  o r  c h i l d r e n -  Bu t  t h e  o l d  home was n o t  e a s i l y  
f o r g o t t e n -  I n  1 7 2 2 ,  w i t h  s u p p o r t  f r om t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
government ,  s h e  r e t u r n e d  t c  M o n t r e a l  t o  a s s i s t  i n  r e t r i e v i n g  
some E n g l i s h  c a p t i v e s -  Aga in  s h e  p e t i t i o n e d  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  
f o r  c u s t o d y  o f  h e r  d a u g h t e r s ,  r e t u r n i n g  home w i t h o u t  
them.[33  ]
In 1729 s h e  r e c e i v e d  an e a r n e s t  l e t t e r  f r o m  h e r  
m o t h e r ' s  c o n f e s s o r ,  F r a n c o i s  S e g u e n o t -  " C o n s i d e r  w i t h i n  
y o u r s e l f ,  my d e a r  C h r i s t i n a ,  p o o r  s t r a y  s h e e p , "  he  w r o t e ,  
u rg ing  h e r  t o  r e t u r n  l i k e  t h e  p r o d i g a l  s e n  t o  t h e  f a i t h  and  
f ami ly  she  had  l e f t  b e h i n d -  C h r i s t i n e ' s  own r e s p o n s e  t o  
t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  unknown,  b u t  h e r  h u s b a n d  was c o n c e r n e d  en oug h  
about i t  t o  g i v e  i t  " t c  a G e n t l e m a n  w e l l  v e r s ' d  i n  t h a t
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Language t o  t r a n s c r i b e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  employ some p e r s o n  t o  
answer i t . ' 1 Both  t h e  t r a n s l a t e d  l e t t e r  a nd  t h e  a n s w e r  
appeared  t h a t  y e a r  a s  A L e t t e r  f rom a S c m i s h  P r i e s t  i n  
Canada.  A p e r s o n a l  a p p e a l  wh ich  ha d  p e r h a p s  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  
C h r i s t i n e ’ s m o t h e r  t h u s  became  a m i n i s t e r i a l  p o l e m i c ,  a s  t h e  
anonymous p r o t e s t a n t  t a n g l e d  w i t h  t h e  J e s u i t  p o i n t  by p o i n t  
in  a d e h a t e  o v e r  s c r i p t u r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  an d  
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i s t o r y -  C h r i s t i n e ’s  own s o u l  was o b v i o u s l y  
of l e s s  i r t e r e s t  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  t h a n  t h e  a r g u m e n t  i t  made 
p o s s i b l e -
In  a t e l l i n g  p a s s a g e ,  t h e  p r o t e s t a n t  a p o l o g i z e d  f o r  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  t he  d i s c o u r s e -  " I  p e r c e i v e d  Madam,” he w r o t e ,
" t h a t  I  am g u o t i n g  A u t h o r s  t h a t  a r e  unknown t o  y o u ;  b u t  you  
may l a y  t h e  blame o f  i t  upon Mr- S u g u e n c t ,  who a m u s e s  you 
wi th S t o r i e s ,  i n t o  t h e  t r u t h  c f  which  ycu  c a n  n e v e r  
e xam ine . ” The c o n d e s c e n s i o n  o f  S e g u e n o t  was a l m o s t  a s  
pronounced-  He u r ge d  C h r i s t i n e  t o  r e a d  h i s  l e t t e r  a g a i n  and 
again ,  s i n c e  h e r  e t e r n a l  h a p p i n e s s  o r  m i s e r y  was a t  s t a k e ,  
but  he a l s o  a s k e d  h e r  t c  shew i t  t c  h e r  m i n i s t e r s  and  
r eq u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  r e p l y  t o  him i n  L a t i n  o r  G re ek  i f  t h e y  
did no t  know F r e n c h ! [ 3 4 ]  The two c l e r g y m e n  were c o n d u c t i n g  
a p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r g u m e n t  u s i n g  a s p e c i a l i z e d  v o c a b u l a r y  
r e s e r ve d  f o r  i n s i d e r s -  F i n e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  ” t h e  
Spouse of  C h r i s t ” and  t h e  " i n v i s i b l e  C h u r c h "  o r  be tw ee n  
" p r i e s t l y  s a c r i f i c e ” and  " t h e  l e r d ' s  s u p p e r ” p r o b a b l y  mean t
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l i t t l e  t o  C h r i s t i n e  O t i s  l e  Eeau Baker ,  who had e x p e r i e n c e d  
the c o n f l i c t  between E n g l i s h  p r c t e s t a n t i s r c  and French 
C a th o l ic ism  on a f a r  more p e r s o n a l  l e v e l .
When Thomas B a k e r  d i e d  i n  1 735 ,  C h r i s t i n e  d e c i d e d  t o  
begin  l i f e  a g a i n  f o r  a  t h i r d  t i m e .  Hav ing  l i v e d  t h e  f i r s t  
twenty y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  i n  Ca nada  a nd  t h e  s e c o n d  t w e n t y  i n  
H a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  s h e  t o o k  t h e  p r o c e e d s  o f  a l a n d  g r a n t  f r om 
t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  a n d  s e t  h e r s e l f  up f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o r t y  a s  a 
t a v e r n  k e e p e r  i n  D o v e r ,  New H a a p s h i r e ,  t h e  town  whe re  h e r  
s t o r y  b e g a n .  U p r o o t e d  by war and  t r a n s p l a n t e d  by  m a r r i a g e ,  
she r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  home o f  h e r  b i r t h  w h e re  s h e  d i e d  i n  
1773, a c u r i o u s  b u t  s u g g e s t i v e  r e l i c  o f  t h e  a g e  o f  f e m a l e  
heroism i n  New E n g l a n d .
In 1 697, A l i c e  B a k e r  p r i v a t e l y  p u b l i s h e d  a c o l l e c t i o n  
of  r o m a n t i c  s k e t c h e s ,  " T r u e  S t o r i e s  o f  New E ng la n d  
C a p t i v e s  C a r r i e d  t c  C a n a d a  D u r i n g  t h e  Old F r e n c h  and  
I n d i a n  Wars- " He r  work was c o m p l e t e d ,  a f t e r  h e r  d e a t h  
by h e r  a s s i s t a n t  Emma C o l e m a n .  New E n g l a n d  C a p t i v e s  
C a r r i e d  t o  C a n a d a ( P o r t l a n d ,  Ma ine;  1925} i s  o r g a n i z e d  
by t o w n ,  and i n c l u d e s  l i s t s  o f  a l l  c a p t i v e s  t h o u g h t  t o  
ha ve  been  t a k e n  f r c a  e a c h  l o c a l i t y  w i t h  b i o g r a p h i c a l  
m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  on e a c h -  Col eman w r o t e  i n t r o d u c t o r y  
c h a p t e r s  on t h e  w a r s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  m i s s i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  
I n d i a n s ,  b u t  r e a l l y  a t t e m p t e d  l i t t l e  s y s t e m a t i c  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n -  Her  bock  i s  a r i c h  b u t  e r r a t i c  
compendium o f  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l ,  m a s t  o f  wh ich  i s  
documen ted -  A l l  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a r e  
c o m p i l e d  f r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  on i n d i v i d u a l  c a p t i v e s  
i n  Volume I ,  c h a p t e r s  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  10 ,  1 2 ,  13 ,  14,  and  
volume I I ,  15 ,  1 6 ,  and 17- I  h a v e  e x c l u d e d  a few names 
wh ich  Coleman m e n t i o n e d  t u t  d i d  n o t  d o c u m e n t .
James  A x t e l l ,  "Th e  S h i t e  I n d i a n s  o f  C o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a , 1* 
SM£, T h i r d  S e r i e s ,  XXXII,  ( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 5 ) ,  pp .  5 8 - 5 9 .
C o t t o n  M a t h e r ,  Good F e t c h  * 3 Out  c f  E v i l  ( B o s t o n ,  17 0 6 ) .
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P a s s a g e s ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  h e r  C a p t i v i t y ,  an d  h e r  
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Coleman,  I I ,  4 0 - 4 1 ,  and  i n d i v i d u a l  b i o g r a p h i e s  of  
ca p t i v e s .
C o l l ec t i o n s  Maine Hi s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y , IX,  60-
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Be ing  Taken  C a p t i v e  .by t h e  I n d i a n s , "  NEHGR. XVII' I  
(1 864 ) ,  p p .  1 6 1 - 1 6 3 .
10. Coleman, I ,  6 9 - 7 0 .
11. C o t t o n  M a t h e r ,  Decenn ium Luc tuosum { B o s to n ,  1 6 9 9 ) ,  pp.  
227,  220 .
12. James  A x t e l l ,  "The E t h n o h i s t o r y  o f  E a r l y  A m e r i c a , "  WMQ, 
T h i r d  S e r i e s ,  XXXV ( J a n u a r y  1 9 7 8 ) ,  p p .  110 f f .
13. Col eman,  I I ,  58 .
14. W i l l i a m s ,  Redeemed C a p t i v e ,  p .  6 5 - 6 6 .
15. Col eman,  I I ,  57 .
16. g u o t e d  i n  C o l e m a n ,  I I ,  5 8 .
17. W.J .  E c c l e s ,  The C a n a d i a n  F r e n t i e r ,  1 5 3 4 - 1 7 6 0 , (New 
York:  H o l t ,  B i n e h a r t  and W i n s t o n ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  71 and  
c h a p t e r  f o u r ,  p a s s i m .
18. C o l e a a n ,  I I ,  8 - 9 ;  HID, 131 ,  6 9 9 .
19. Coleman,  I ,  2 5 5 - 2 5 9 ;  C e l .  NHHS, V I I I ,  1 4 7 ;  Hew 
Hampshi re  C o u r t  P a p e r s ,  MS, New H a m p sh i r e  S t a t e  
A r c h i v e s ,  V I I ,  2 2 5 ,  227-
20. Coleman,  I ,  7 5 ,  1 2 3 - 6 ,  143 ,  147 ,  149,  1 50 - 1 ,  1 6 2 - 3 ,  
321;  I I ,  9,  21,  412 ;  HID,  5 2 0 - 5 2 1 ,  721-
21. HLD, 558,  754 ,  5 2 0 - 5 2 1 .
22. Coleman,  I I ,  8 - 9 .
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23. Coleman,  I ,  2 3 9 - 2 4 C ,  NLD, 3 6 7 ,  5 8 8 ,  7 4 4 .
24- E c c l e s ,  C a n a d i a n  F r o n t i e r ,  f -  4 0-
25. James  D o u g l a s ,  New E n g l a n d a n d New F r a  n e e , (New York 
and London:  G .P .  P u t n a m ' s  S o n s ,  19 13) pp .  3 6 0 - 3 6 6 .
26- Coleman,  I ,  359;  I I ,  96 .
27- Coleman,  I ,  429 .
28. Col eman,  I ,  357 ;  I ,  2 6 8 - 2 7 1 ,  3 9 8 ,  4 0 7 ,  4 0 9 .
29- C. E a t h e r ,  Good Fe t c h  ' d , p.  2 1 .
30. Coleman,  I ,  40 ,  3 5 8 .
31- Coleman,  I ,  p .  144-  146 .
32. To f u l l y  d e v e l o p  t h i s  t o p i c  would  r e q u i r e  a more
d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  o p e r a t i o n  cf  b o th  the  sc h o o l  
and the h o s p i t a l  th a n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  in  C o lem an 's  
s k e tc h e s ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e r l o c k i n g  c f  names i s  c l e a r  even 
from the  i n f o r m a t i o n  she i n c l u d e s  on godm others  and 
g o d fa th e r s  o f  b a p t i z e d  c a p t i v e s .  G r i z e l  C t i s  
R o b i t a i l l e  i s  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e  t h r o u g h o u t .
33. Col eman,  I ,  pp .  1 4 6 - 1 5 4 .
34. F r a n c o i s  S e g u e n o t ,  A l e t t e r  f r c m  a f lemish P r i e s t . 
(B os t on ,  1 7 2 9 ) ,  pp .  5 ,  2 0 ,  11 ,  a n d  p r e f a c e .
XI; 1 -  New En g l a n d  C a p t i v e s
T o t a l E s c a p e d B a n s c a e d Died S t a  ved Unknown
All Eeoa les 128 2% 5051 3% 21% 16%
Over 21 •52 6 % 63% 6% 4% 21%
12-21 19 0% 36 % 0% 58% 5%
under 12 38 0% 40% 2% 42% 15%
Age no t  
known 19 0% 52% 0% 31% 15%
All Males 142 8% 50% 10% 13% 18%
Over 21 60 10% 61% 11% 3% 13%
12-21 21 19% 42% 14% 23% 0%
under 12 41 2% 46% 10% 17% 24%
Age not  
known 20 0% 35% 5% 20% 40%
Source;  Emma C o le m an ,  Ne w E n g l a n d C a p t i v e s  Ca r r i e d  t o  C a n a d a ,  
{ P o r t l a n d ,  M a i n e :  1 9 2 5 ) ,  i n d i v i d u a l  f c i o g r a p h i e s  i n  
volume I ,  c h a p t e r s  6 - 1 0 ,  1 2 - Hi ;  vo lume  I I ,  C h a p t e r s  
15- 17.
C h a p t e r  Twelve  
D a u g h t e r s  c f  2 i c n
When C h r i s t i n e  O t i s  Baker r e t u r n e d  to  th e  P i s c a t a g u a  in
1735 and  j o i n e d  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  a t  Dove r ,  s h e  
e n t e r e d  a w o r l d  s t r i k i n g l y  a c r e  **r e l i g i o u s ” i n  t h e  f o r m a l  
sense  t h a n  t h e  one s h e  ha d  l e f t  b e h i n d  a s  an  i n f a n t  c a p t i v e ­
i n  1689,  t h e r e  had b e en  f i v e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h e s  i n  
Haine and  New H a m p s h i r e ;  i n  1735 i n  t h e  v e r y  same a r e a  t h e r e  
were t w e n t y - o n e . £ 1]  I n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  whe re  t h e r e  had  on ce  
been o n l y  p r e a c h i n g  ( an d  t h a t  s p o r a d i c a l l y ) , t h e r e  were now 
f u l l y  o r g a n i z e d  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  w i t h  Deac on s  and s a c r a m e n t s -  
I t  was i r o n i c  t h a t  C h r i s t i n e ,  whose f a t h e r  had  onc e  been  
f i ned  f o r  Quaker  s y m p a t h i e s ,  s h o u l d  r e t u r n  f rom F r e n c h  
C a t h o l i c i s m  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
f a i t h ,  f o r  Q u a k e r s  we re  new t o l e r a t e d  i n  D o v e r  a s  e l s e w h e r e  
i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d « [ 2 ]  R e l i g i o u s  e x p a n s i o n  e m b r a c e d  a t  
l e a s t  l i m i t e d  d i v e r s i t y ,  t h o u g h  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h e s  
were i n  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y -  S c c t c h - l r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  had  
e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h e s  i n  C h e s t e r  and  i n  I c n d o n d e r r v ,  and  by
1736 t h e r e  would be  an  A n g l i c a n  c h u r c h  i n  P o r t s m o u t h - [3  ] The 
o r d i n a n c e s  had a t  l a s t  been  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  A c ho r -
Hore i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  l o n g - r a n g e  h i s t o r y  o f  New E n g la n d  
women t h a n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  v i r a g o e s  who r e s i s t e d  t h e  enemy o r  
the s t a l w a r t  c a p t i v e s  who s u r m o u n t e d  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s  we re  t h e
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o r d i n a r y  and i n v i s i b l e  women who f i l l e d  t h e  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y -  The p o s i t i o n  o f  
women i n  most  c h u r c h e s  was c o n t r a d i c t o r y -  a l t h o u g h  mos t  o f  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  a c c e p t e d  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  e g u a l i t y  o f  women, o n l y  
t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  F r i e n d s  e x t e n d e d  s p i r i t u a l  e q u a l i t y  t o  t h e  
s o c i a l  r e a l m -  Had C h r i s t i n e  E a k e r  c h o s e n  t o  j o i n  t h e  Qu ak e r  
c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  D o v e r ,  s h e  would h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a 
“Women4s  f l e e t i n g "  w h i c h  had i t s  own l e a d e r s h i p ,  i t s  own a r e a  
o f  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  and  i t s  cwn v o i c e  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  
monthly and q u a r t e r l y  m e e t i n g s . [ 4 ]  Hav ing  c h o s e n  e g u a l i t y ,  
however ,  she  would a l s o  h a v e  c h o s e n  a way o f  l i f e  a t  t h e  
p e r i p h e r y  o f  New E n g l a n d  s o c i e t y -  R e l i g i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  New 
England was d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  way.
A l th o ug h  t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s  e l e v a t e d  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  o f  b i s h o p s  
and p r e s b y t e r i e s  and  t h o u g h  m o s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  were  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f e m a l e ,  woaen we re  d e n i e d  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
in  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o r  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  c f  r e l i g i o n -  At 
Hampton F a l l s  i n  1712 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s e v e n t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  c o m m u n i c a n t s  were  f e m a l e ,  y e i  o n l y  men s i g n e d  t h e  
church c o v e n a n t -  Women s i m p l y  a s s e n t e d - £ 5 ]  As members  o f  
churches  o s t e n s i b l y  o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  l a i t y ,  women a c h e i v e d  
an e q u i v o c a l  s t a t u s ;  t h e y  c o u l d  a c q u i e s c e  b u t  n o t  l e a d -  At 
t he  same t i m e ,  t h e y  were  a s s u r e d  f u l l  s p i r i t u a l  e q u a l i t y  and 
were o f t e n  p r a i s e d  f o r  e x e m p l a r y  p i e t y ,  s o m e t i m e s ,  a s  i n
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Cotton Mather’ s  se rm o n s ,  b e in g  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  "d e fenders*1 
of Zion.
D esp i te  i n e q u i t i e s ,  church  membership was one of t h e  
few p u b l i c  d i s t i n c t i o n s  u n e g u iv c c a b ly  a v a i l a b l e  t o  women.
Men c o u l d  be f e n c e v i e w e r s ,  d e a c o n s ,  c o n s t a b l e s ,  c a p t i a n s ,  
hog r e e v e s ,  s e l e c t m e n ,  c l e r k s ,  m a g i s t r a t e s ,  t i t h i n g n e n ,  o r  
s e a l e r s  o f  l e a t h e r .  Houen c c u l d  be  members  o f  a g a t h e r e d  
church .  In  a s o c i e t y  i n  wh ich  c h u r c h  m em be r s h ip  had  t o  be  
sough t ,  t h a t  was no s m a l l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  c h u r c h  
membership was n o t  c o n t i n g e n t  upon any o t h e r  s o c i a l  r o l e .  A 
woman c o u l d  be a d m i t t e d  t c  t h e  T a b l e  of  t h e  L c r d  r e g a r d l e s s  
o f  t he  s t a t u s ,  e c o n o m ic  p c s i t i c n ,  o r  r e l i g i o u s  p r o c l i v i t i e s  
of he r  h u s b a n d .  As h i s  d e p u t y ,  s h e  c o u l d  r e c k o n  w i t h  a 
n e i g h b o r .  With o r  w i t h o u t  h i s  b l e s s i n g  s h e  c o u l d  s e t t l e  
a cc ou n t s  w i th  God.  F e m a l e s  n e t  o n l y  a c h e i v e d  c h u r c h  
membership more f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  m a l e s ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  so  a t  a 
younger a g e .  i n  two Andove r  c h u r c h e s  i n  t h e  d e c a d e s  b e f o r e  
1730, women on t h e  a v e r a g e  became c h u r c h  members  a f u l l  t e n  
yea r s  b e f o r e  men c f  c o m p a r a b l e  a g e ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  g o d l y  
wives may i n d e e d  hav e  l e d  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  t o  C h r i s t  a s  so  
many m i n i s t e r s  h o p e d . [ 6 ]  With o r  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  s p o u s e s ,  
women i n  New E n g la n d  a c c e p t e d  C h r i s t .  I n  t h e  c h u r c h  a t  
Berwick,  on ly  t h i r t y - n i n e  o f  155 women a d m i t t e d  b e t w e e n  1708 
and 1752 were j o i n e d  by t h e i r  h u s b a n d s . [ 7 ]
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J u s t  a s  c h u r c h  m e m b e r s h i p  gav e  women i n d e p e n d e n t  
s t a t u s ,  r e l i g i o u s  t e a c h i n g  o f t e n  r a t i f i e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e m a l e  
v a l u e s ,  s u p p o r t i n g  o l d  w i v e s  i n  t h e i r  g u a r d i a n s h i p  o f  s e x u a l  
mores# e l e v a t i n g  c h a r i t y  o v e r  commerce  and n e i g h b o r l i n e s s  
over  t r a d e ,  b u t  a b o v e  a l l  t r a n s f o r m i n g  we ak n e s s  i n t o  
g e n t l e n e s s ,  o b s c u r i t y  i n t o  h u m i l i t y ,  c h a n g i n g  w o r l d l y  
h a n d i c a p s  i n t o  s p i r i t u a l  s t r e n g t h s -  Women may n o t  have  
i n t e r p r e t e d  r e l i g i o n  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same way a s  m i n i s t e r s ,  
but  t h e y  c a r e d  a b o u t  t h e  c h u r c h e s .  So u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
imp or t a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  we must  
c o n s i d e r  f i r s t  t h e  s o c i a l  and  t h e n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  r o l e s  
f u l f i l l e d  by r e l i g i o u s  wcnen i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1650 and  
1750.
* *  *
C h urc hes  were  t a x - s u p p o r t e d  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s -  As a 
conseguence ,  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  e v e r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  and  
main t enance  o f  m i n i s t e r s ,  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  o f  m e e t i n g  h o u s e s ,  
or  t he  s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  o f t e n  had  e c o n o m ic  and  
p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s -  H c s t  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  r e a d  t h e s e  
even t s  a s  e x c l u s i v e l y  p u b l i c  i s s u e s ,  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y — b u t  
m i s t a k e n l y — i g n o r i n g  t h e  r o l e s  o f  women- By p i e c i n g  
t o g e t h e r  s c a t t e r e d  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  a number  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  we 
can d i s c e r n  t h r e e  s i g n i f i c a n t  r c l e s  f o r  women i n  t h e s e  
community b a t t l e s -  R e l y i n g  upon p r i v a t e  powe r  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
own f a m i l i e s ,  women p r o m o t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  r e l i g i o n
HQ2
i n  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  o f  o l d e r  t o w n s ;  u s i n g  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  
w i th in  t h e  v i l l a g e  n e t w o r k  a s  w e l l  a s  w i t h  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  
women s e r v e d  a s  g u a r d i a n s  o f  m i n i s t e r i a l  r e p u t a t i o n ;  and 
f i n a l l y ,  d r awing  upon t h e  a u t h o r i t y  c f  t h e i r  own 
p o w e r l e s s n e s s ,  c e r t a i n  women became v e s s e l s  o f  t h e  
s u p e r n a t u r a l .
i ien s i g n e d  t h e  p e t i t i o n s ,  w r o t e  t h e  a p p e a l s ,  an d  c a s t  
t he  v o t e s ,  b u t  women f r e q u e n t l y  s u p p l i e d  t h e  e n e r g y  which  
e s t a b l i s h e d  new c o n g r e g a t i o n s  and p a r i s h e s  i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  
a r e a s  o f  c i d e r  t o w n s .  The same p a t t e r n  was r e p e a t e d  o v e r  
and o v e r  a g a i n  i n  New E n g l a n d .  One s e g m e n t  o f  a t o w n s h i p ,  
p l e a d i n g  d i s t a n c e  and  i n c o n v e n i e n c e ,  a s k e d  t o  be s e p a r a t e d  
from t h e  o r i g i n a l .  The o l d ,  j e a l o u s  o f  i t s  power  o f  
t a x a t i o n ,  r e f u s e d -  The c o n t r o v e r s i e s  wh ic h  r e s u l t e d  f i l l  
the pages  of  s e v e n t e e n t h  and  e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  r e c o r d s  and 
f i g u r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  c o a m u n i t y  s t u d i e s  by t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  
h i s t o r i a n s .  l e t  w i t h o u t  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  
p r a c t i c a l  p r o b l e m s  o f  men and  women, i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  " o u t l i v e r s . " Bhy,  
for  example ,  s h o u l d  a s p i r i n g  f r e e h o l d e r s  i n  r e m o t e  s e c t i o n s  
of town want  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  own t a x  b u r d e n ?  As B i c h a r d  
Bushman h a s  o b s e r v e d ,  t h e y  s o m e t i m e s  " w a n t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a 
church even  b e f o r e  t h e y  we re  f i n a n c i a l l y  c a p a b l e  c f  d o i n g  
so.  "£ 8]  They may h a v e  b e e n  s e e k i n g  r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  own 
s e p a r a t e n e s s ,  b u t  t h e y  may a l s o  h a v e  been  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  v e r y
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r e a l  p r e s s u r e s  a t  heme .  The p e t i t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s  s u g g e s t  
t h i s .  Whe ther  w r i t t e n  i n  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
or e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New H a m p s h i r e ,  t h e  same a r g u m e n t  
appears  a g a i n  and a g a i n -  Aged c r  f e e b l e  p e r s o n s  and  
e s p e c i a l l y  m o t h e r s  w i t h  ycung  c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  n o t  walk t h r e e  
or  f o u r  m i l e s  t o  m e e t i n g  e v e r y  S u n d a y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  w i n t e r -  
Ann J e n k i n s  an d  Tamsen Erew had  t r e k e d  s i x  h u n d r e d  
mi l es  i n t o  Ca na d a ,  b u t  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  s t i l l  s i g n e d  t h e  
p e t i t i o n  f rom Durham P o i n t  i n  1718 p l e a d i n g  t h e  
i n c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  co mi ng  two m i l e s  t o  m e e t i n g . £ 9 ]  Fo r  women, 
t h e  p rob l em was n o t  i n a b i l i t y  t c  w a l k ,  t c  m a n i p u l a t e  a 
canoe ,  o r  t o  r i d e  a h o r s e -  Ho s t  women we re  h e l d  a t  home by 
b r e a s t f e e d i n g ,  by  t h e  c a r e  o f  i n f a n t s  and  young  c h i l d r e n ,  
and by c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  c f  s e r v a n t s -  The same 
problems e x i s t e d  i n  S c o t c h - I r i s h  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  New 
Hampshire i n  t h e  1700 *s a s  i n  P u r i t a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  
C o n n e c t i c u t  i n  t h e  1 6 0 0 # s -  They  we r e  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
female  l i f e .  I n  o l d  a g e ,  C a t h e r i n e  S m i t h  r e c a l l e d  h e r  f i r s t  
year s  i n  t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t  o f  B e d f o r d  i n  t h e  1 7 4 0 *s-  "We 
could se ldom h e a r  a s i n g l e  s e r mo n  w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t o  
Londonder ry .  But  we d i d  n a 8 a l w a y s  s t a y  a t  heme- Annie 
Orr ,  and I ,  c a r r i e d  my f i c b e r t  i n  o u r  a rm s  when he  was t e n  
months o l d ,  t r a v e l l i n g  on f o o t ,  t o  Mr- McGrego r8s  m e e t i n g ;
Ben [ h e r  h u s b a n d ]  went  w i th  u s ,  b u t  he d i d  u s  l i t t l e  g oo d ,  
f o r  he was n o t  w o r t h  a f i g  t c  c a r r y  a b a i r n . " [ 1 0 ]
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O t h e r  f a t h e r s  may h a v e  b e en  more  w i l l i n g  t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n e t  h a v e  t c  c a r e  f o r  them d u r i n g  t h e  
meet ing o r  f e e d  them b e t w e e n  s e r m o n s -  E n t r e a t i n g  h e r  u n c l e ,  
John W i n t h r o p ,  J r - , t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a c h u r c h  
a t  d i s t i c k ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  Eannah  G a l l c p  w r o t e  c f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  
f a c i n g  m o t h e r s  who came l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  t o  m e e t i n g  and  t h e n  
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  town a l l  day ’’ w i t h o u t  a n y  s u b s t a n c e ” so  t h a t  
t h o s e  " t h a t  have  you ng  c h i l d r e n  s u c k i r g ,  mani e  t i m e s  a r e  
b ro u gh t  e x e d i n g  f a i n t ,  & mutch  w e a k e n e d ,  S d i v e r s  a r e  n o t  
a b l e  t o  gee  a l  w i n t e r .  n[ 11]
When t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  c f  C h e b a c c c  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  town o f  
Ipswich  i n  1677 f o r  l i b e r t y  t o  c a l l  a m i n i s t e r ,  t h e y  
compla ined  of  t h e  t h r e e  t o  f i v e  m i l e  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  
house .  I n  w i n t e r  t h e  d a y s  we re  s h o r t  a n d  t h e  way h a z a r d o u s  
and l o n g -  "Though som o f  u s ,  wi th  sora d i f i c u l t y ,  doe  
somet imes a s s e m b l e  w i t h  y o u r  s e l v e s  y e t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  
a r e ' c o n s t r a i n e d  t c  t a r r y  a t  heme . "  c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  
mee t i ng ,  and i f  l e f t  a t  h c a e  w i t h o u t  s u p e r v i s i o n  o r  wi th  
u n r e l i a b l e  s e r v a n t s ,  t h e y  were  l i k e l y  t o  " p r o p h a n e  t h a t  h o l y  
day. "  The town p r e d i c t a b l y  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  o u t l i v e r s  
were n o t  " a b l e  t o  b e a r  t h e  w e i g h t  c f  t h e i r e  owne 
u n d e r t a k i n g s . "  The t a x e s  s i m p l y  would  n o t  s t r e t c h  t o  
accomodate  a n o t h e r  m i n i s t e r .  I n  I p s w i c h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  
o u t l y i n g  i n h a b i t a n t s  was e s p e c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e  
town had been c o n c e i v e d  a s  a n u c l e a t e d  v i l l a g e  w i t h  f a r m e r s
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l i v i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  and  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  t o  
c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  c r o p s -  The town i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  
of  Chebacco  had b r o u g h t  t h e i r  p r o b l e m  upon t h e m s e l v e s -  They 
might c o n s i d e r  " t h a t  wha t  b u r t h e n  l y e s  upon them t h e  f i r s t  
day o f  t h e  week t h e  same o r  g r e a t t e r  l y e s  upon t h e i r e  
f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  t o w n e  t h e  e t h e r  s i x « n[ 1 2 ]  But  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  
was no t  t h e  men o f  C h e b a c c c  who had  b e e n  i n c o n v e n i e n c e d -  I t  
was t h e i r  w ives  and  c h i l d r e n -  The p r i c e  t h e y  were  p a y i n g  
f o r  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  l i v i n g  on t h e i r  own f a r m s  was i n t e n s e  
p r e s s u r e  from t h e i r  women f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  go t o  c h u r c h  on 
Sun da y.
T ha t  t h e  p r e s s u r e  was i n d e e d  coming  f rom t h e  f e m a l e
s i d e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  n e x t  e p i s o d e  i n  t h e
c h r o n i c l e  o f  C h e b a c c o -  Whi le  t h e  men f o u g h t  i t  o u t  i n  town
meet ing and c o u r t ,  t h e  women p r i v a t e l y  s c h e m e d — and t h e n
a c t e d  on t h e i r  own! a s  t h e  p a r i s h  c l e r k  s o  g u i e t l y  p u t  i t
in  a c h u r c h  h i s t o r y  w r i t t e n  s o m e t i m e  a f t e r w a r d :
whi l e  we were i n  t h i s  g r e a t  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  a l l  
t h i n g s  semed t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  us s e n  women w i t h o u t  
t h e  knowledge  o f  t h e i r e  h u s b a n d s  an d  w i t h  t h e  
a d v i c e  o f  some few men w e n t  t o  o t h e r  t o w n s  an d  g o t  
h e l p  and r a i s e d  t h e  h o u s e  t h a t  we i n t e n d e d  f o r  a 
m e e t i n g  h o u s e  i f  we c c u l d  g i t  l i b e r t y . [ 1 3 ]
The wives  of  W i l l i a m  Good hu e ,  Thomas V a r n e y ,  and  Abraham
Mart in  ended up i n  c o u n t y  c o u r t  whe re  t h e y  we re  f i n e d  f o r
contempt  o f  a u t h o r i t y - £ 14 ] T h e i r  b e h a v i o r  i s  a  c l a s s i c
example o f  t h e  k i n d  c f  d e m o n s t r a t i v e  d i s o b e d i e n c e  which we
d e s c r i b e d  i n  c h a p t e r  t e n ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e
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concern o f  a t  l e a s t  seme New E n g l a n d  women f o r  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c h u r c h .  T h e i r  i m p e t u o u s n e s s  was 
e x p e n s i v e  b a t  e f f e c t i v e .  W i t h i n  a few m o n th s ,  C he bac co  g o t  
p e r m i s s i o n  t o  c a l l  a m i n i s t e r .  When t h e  c h u r c h  was g a t h e r e d  
i t  had a b u i l d i n g  t o  meet  i n .
The b e h a v i o r  o f  t h e  w ives  o f  Ch e ba c co  i s  more v i s i b l e  
t han  most  f e m a l e  a c t i v i t y  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  b u t  t h e i r  
o b j e c t i v e  was p r o b a b l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  Semen had  a v e s t e d  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  c h u r c h e s .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between women and  t h e  m i n i s t r y  was n o t  a l w a y s  a c o m f o r t a b l e  
one,  howe ve r .  I n  i l l n e s s  and d e a t h  c r  i n  c a s e s  o f  m a r i t a l  
d i s r u p t i o n  c r  s e x u a l  m i s b e h a v i o r ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  
c l e rg y  might  e n c o u n t e r  t h e  e g u a l l y  p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
o ld  w i ve s  o f  t h e  c o m m un i ty .  When t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and  
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  two were  i n  h a r m o n y ,  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  was 
powe r f u l ,  b u t  when t h e y  were  a t  o d d s ,  a c l a s h  was p o s s i b l e -  
The most  c b v i o u s  c o n f l i c t  i n v o l v e d  f o l k  m a g i c .  M i n i s t e r s  
were o u t r a g e d  when t h e y  f o u n d  p a r i s h i o n e r s  d r a p i n g  t h e i r  
doorways with bay  l e a v e s  o r  b a k i n g  w i t c h  c a k e s  a t  t h e  
s u g g e s t i o n  o f  a n e i g h b o r ,  b u t  t h e  mos t  s e r i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  
did no t  come f rom c u n n i n g  women,  whose a c t i v i t i e s  were 
e a s i l y  d i s m i s s e d  a s  Ms u p e r s t i t i o u s , ” h u t  f rom m a t r o n s  who 
shared  t h e  m i n i s t e r ’ s  b a s i c  v a l u e s . [ 1 5 ]  I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  
c i r c u m s p ec t  c h u r c h  n e u t e r s  m ea su r e d  m i n i s t e r i a l  b e h a v i o r  
a g a i n s t  m i n i s t e r i a l  p r o f e s s i o n  and s o m e t i m e s  d r o p p e d  a
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t e l l i n g  r ema rk  o r  two i n t c  t h e  p o t  c f  v i l l a g e  g o s s i p .  
Simmering t h e r e  i t  m i g h t  b o i l  o v e r  i n  p u b l i c  c o n f l i c t  mo n ths  
or  even y e a r s  l a t e r -  Hcmen c c u l d  n e t  c e n t r a l  s a l a r i e s ,  b u t  
t hey  c o u l d  c o n t r o l  r e p u t a t i o n ,  and o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  c o u l d  use  
the same weapons  i n  a t t a c k i n g  m i n i s t e r s  a s  t h e y  u s e d  i n  
p romot ing  c h u r c h e s — t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .
C o n f l i c t  b e tw ee n  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  m a t r o n s  i s  
a t  l e a s t  one i n g r e d i e n t  i n  p r o l o n g e d  and  a c r i m o n i o u s  c h u r c h  
c o n t r o v e r s i e s  i n  Rowley  i n  t h e  1670 *s ,  i n  Sa l em V i l l a g e  i n  
the 1680*s ,  and  i n  Durham i n  t h e  1 72 C* s .  I n  O c t o b e r  o f  
1672, J e r e m i a h .  S h e p a r d  was i n v i t e d  t o  p r e a c h  a t  Rowley f o r  a 
year -  The town a l r e a d y  ha d  o n e  m i n i s t e r ,  Sa mue l  P h i l l i p s ,  
who c o n t i n u e d  a s  t e a c h e r  a f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  c f  t h e  c l d  p a s t o r ,  
Ez e k i e l  R e g e r s .  S h e p a r d ,  t h o u g h  y o u n g e r  t h a n  P h i l l i p s ,  was 
a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  Rogers® p o s i t i o n .  C t v i o u s l y  t h e r e  was t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  j e a l o u s y ,  b u t  P h i l l i p s  a p p a r e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  
h i s  young c o l l e a g u e  d u r i t g  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r -  A f t e r  s i x t e e n  
months,  t houg h  t h e r e  was seme d i s s e n s i o n ,  h i s  i n v i t a t i o n  was 
renewed,  b u t  by s p r i n g  when S h e p a r d  a s k e d  f o r  m em ber sh ip  i n  
t he  c h u rc h  a s  a p r e l u d e  t o  a  comin g  b i d  f o r  o r d i n a t i o n ,  a 
v ig o ro u s  c o n t r o v e r s y  e m e r g e d .  The c h u r c h  r e j e c t e d  h im,  n o t  
being " s a t i s f i e d  a s  t o  h i s  p i e t y ,  n o r  s p i r i t . " [ 1 6  ]
Hhat  had  t h e  young m i n i s t e r  done  t o  o f f e n d  t h e  s o b e r  
C h r i s t i a n s  o f  Rowley?  The e v i d e n c e  i s  s c a n t y  b u t  
i n t r i g u i n g .  At t h e  e n d  o f  a t u a u l t u c u s  m e e t i n g  i n  which t h e
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church  v o t e d  t o  c u t  S h e p a r d  o f f  e v e n  b e f o r e  h i s  t i m e  was up,
Samuel P h i l l i p s  w r o t e  t h a t  S h e p a r d  had a “ l o o s e  t o n g u e , "
t h a t  t h e  c hu rc h  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  company  he k e p t ,  and  t h a t
they  s u s p e c t e d  he n e g l e c t e d  h i s  s t u d i e s  and h i s  f a m i l y .
Then he a d d e d :
In  t h e  t i m e  o f  my w i f e ' s  l c n g  and  d a n g e r o u s  
s i c k n e s s  he came b e lo w  t o  l o o k  upon h e r  and  t h e r e  
t oo k  o f f e n s e  t h a t  s h e  d i d  n e t  shew him r e s p e c t  
t hou gh  my w i f e  a f f i r m s  t h a t  s h e  towed  h e r  h e a d  a s  
w e l l  as  s h e  c o u l d  t e i n g  t h e n  e n t e r i n g  i n t c  h e r  ague
f i t ,  b u t  he  n e v e r  would come t o  s e e  h e r  t h o u g h  I
w i she d  him t o  do i t . [ 1 7 ]
The coug h ing  s p e l l  i n  M i s t r e s s  P h i l l i p s '  p a r l o r  was p r o b a b l y
the c u l m i n a t i n g  e v e n t  i n  a l o n g  and  p e r h a p s  u n c o n s c i o u s
s t r u g g l e .  S h e p a r d  was a young  man; M i s t r e s s  P h i l l i p s  was an
o ld  w i f e  and e x p e r i e n c e d  C h r i s t i a n ,  y e t  b e c a u s e  he was a
m i n i s t e r  and p o t e n t i a l l y  a t  l e a s t  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  s u p e r i o r  i n
t h e  c h u rc h  a t  R o w le y ,  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  r e l a t e  t o  h im i n  t h e
m a te rn a l  way wh ich  m i g h t  have  t e e n  n a t u r a l -  Though
out spoken and a p p a r e n t l y  s e l f - c o n f i d e n t ,  S h e p e r d  mus t  h a v e
been s e n s i t i v e  t o  h i s  own u n c e r t a i n  s t a t u s  i n  Rowley -  He
was a newcomer,  a n c n c h u r e h  member,  and a p r o b a t i o n a r y
p a s t o r .  He a l s o  l i v e d  f o r  a  t i m e  i n  t h e  P h i l l i p s *  home,
undoubt edly un de r  t h e  c l o s e  s c r u t i n y  n o t  o n l y  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r
hut h i s  w i f e -  i f  h e r  r e s p e c t  f c r  him was e g u i v o c a l ,  h i s
hunger f o r  a u t h o r i t y  was t r a n s p a r e n t -
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M i s t r e s s  P h i l l i p s  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  woman t o  t a n g l e  w i t h  
t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  and  p e r h a p s  a b r a s i v e  young m i n i s t e r .
When one cf  t h e  d e a c o n s  i n f o r m e d  him of  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  
d e c i s i o n ,  S h e p a rd  i m m e d i a t e l y  t l a m e d  "Goody E l i t h o r p , "  whose  
comments ( to  P h i l l i p s ? )  had a p p a r e n t l y  h e l p e d  t o  f u e l  t h e  
o p p o s i t i o n -  The woman h a t e d  him s o  much,  he  s a i d ,  t h a t  " i f  
she had an o p p o r t u n i t y  he  d o u b t e d  n o t  b u t  s h e  wou ld  c u t  h i s  
t h r o a t ,  y e a ,  s o  f a r  a s  a man can  knew a woman ' s  h e a r t  by  h e r  
words sh e  would a c t u a l l y  do i t . " [ 1 8 ]  S h e p a r d ' s  d i smay  a t  
the i n s c r u t a b l e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  a "woman ' s  h e a r t "  s u g g e s t s  one  
s ou rc e  o f  h i s  d i f f i c u l t y -  He s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  know how t o  
d e a l  wi th  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  h i s  c c n s t i t u e n c y .
Contempt  f o r — o r  p e r h a p s  more a c c u r a t e l y  f e a r  
o f — fe m a le  power i s  a c r u c i a l  e l e m e n t  n e t  o n l y  i n  S h e p a r d ' s  
s t o r y  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h o s e  c f  G e c r g e  B u r r o u g h s  an d  Hugh Adams 
who were n o t i c a b l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e i r  
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  women. G e c r g e  B u r r o u g h s ,  l i k e  J e r e m i a h  
Shepard ,  e n c o u n t e r e d  t r o u b l e  a s  a  new m i n i s t e r  i n  a  r u r a l  
community- He a r r i v e d  i n  Sa lem V i l l a g e  i n  1681 and  a b r u p t l y  
l e f t  i n  1683 a f t e r  h i s  s a l a r y  had  been  w i t h h e l d .  F o r  a t i m e  
he and h i s  w i f e  l i v e d  w i t h  C a p t a i n  J c h n  Putnam who l a t e r  had  
him a r r e s t e d  f o r  d e b t  a s  he s t e e d  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  
p l ead ing  f o r  h i s  b a c k  s a l a r y -  Eeyomd t h a t ,  l i t t l e  i s  known 
o f  h i s  b r i e f  t e n u r e  e x c e p t  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  d i e d  d u r i n g  h i s  
s t ay  i n  Salem-  N in e  y e a r s  l a t e r  he  was b r o u g h t  b a c k  f rom
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Haine and  t r i e d  a s  a w i z a r d .  [ 1 9 ]
P a u l  Boyer  and  S t e p h e n  N i s s e n b a u m  ha v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o
f i t  Bu r ro ug hs*  s t o r y  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e r  P o r  t e r - P u t n a m
c o n t r o v e r s y  which t h e y  b e l i e v e  d o m i n a t e d  Salem V i l l a g e
p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  w i t c h c r a f t  o u t b r e a k  o f
' i 692- [20]  T h i s  nay be  b e c a u s e  p e r s o n a l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n
p o l i t i c s  i a s  t h e  c a u s e  c f  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  t r o u b l e s .  D u r i ng
h i s  w i t c h c r a f t  t r i a l ,  J ohn  and  S e b e c c a  Putnam t o l d  a s t o r y
in  p u b l i c  wh ich  ha d  p r c b a t l y  b e e n  t c l d  c f t e n  i n  p r i v a t e  i n
Salem V i l l a g e ,  p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  a f f l i c t e d  g i r l s
whose s u p p o s e d  d e mo n i c  p o s s e s s i o n  b r c u g h t  B u r r o u g h s  and  t h e
o t h e r  a c c u s e d  w i t c h e s  t o  t r i a l -  (He w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e
r e l i g i o u s  r o l e  o f  t h o s e  g i r l s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  moment o u r
concern i s  w i t h  B u r r o u g h s . )  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  P u t n a m s ,  d u r i n g
th e  t i m e  t h a t  B u r r o u g h s  l i v e d  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e  he had  a
s e r i o u s  a r g u m e n t  w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  so  s e r i o u s  t h a t  he  a s k e d
them t o  ccme i n t o  t h e  room a nd  h e a r  i t  o u t .
t h e  c c n t r i v e r c y  t h a t  was b e t w i x t  t hem was t h a t  t h e  
a f o r  s ' d  B u r r o s  d i d  r g u i e r  h i s  w i f e  t o  g i v e  him a 
w r i t t e n  c o v e n a n t  u n d e r  h e r  hand  and  S e a l l  t h a t  sh e e  
would n e v e r  r e v e a l l  h i s  s e c r i t s
Burroughs p e r h a p s  hoped  t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  c o u p l e  would s u p p o r t
him. A f t e r  a l l ,  h e  was t h e i r  m i n i s t e r .  But  a c c o r d i n g  t o
t h e i r  t e s t i m o n y ,  t h e y  had  s i m p l y  r e p l i e d  t h a t  a man and  w i f e
"had. once  made a c o v e n a n t  b e f o r e  god an d  men which c o v e n a n t
we d id  c o n s e i v e  d i d  b i n d  e a c h  e t h e r  t o  k e e p  t h e i r  l a w f u l
s e c r i t s . "  A l l  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  E u r r o u g h s  was a t  t h e i r  h o u s e .
491
they added ,  Mhe was a v e r y  s h a r p  man t o  h i s  w i f e ,  
n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t o  c u r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  s h e e  was a v e r y  good and  
d u t i f u l 1 w i f e  t o  him- " [ 2 1  ]
By some m y s t e r i o u s  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  two main d e t a i l s  i n  
t h i s  s t o r y — t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  a c o v e n a n t  and  t h e  man’ s  a n g e r  
wi th  h i s  w i f e— eme rg ed  i n  t h e  s p e c t r a l  e v i d e n c e  which 
c o n v i c t e d  Burroughs™ To t h e  a f f l i c t e d  g i r l s ,  h e  was n o t  
only  a w i t ch  b u t  t h e  r i n g l e a d e r  o f  w i t c h e s ,  t h e  man who 
f o r c e d  women t o  s i g n  t h e  D e v i l ’ s b l a c k  b o o k .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
h i s  two dead w i v e s  had  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e i r  w i n d i n g  s h e e t s  and 
t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e i r  h u s b a n d  had  k i l l e d  t h e m .  R e p o r t s  f r o m 
n e ig h b o r s  r e i n f o r c e d  e v i d e n c e  f rom t h e  i n v i s i b l e  w o r l d -  I t  
did no t  h e l p  B u r r o u g h s ’ c a s e  when two m a t r o n s  f ro m h i s  new 
c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  Maine a p p e a r e d  i n  Salem t o  t e l l  o f  h i s  
un k i nd nes s  t o  h i s  s e c o n d  w i f e ,  d e s c r i b i n g  h e r  a p p e a l s  t o  
n e ig h b o r s  f o r  h e l p  a nd  h i s  a l a c s t  p a r o n o i c  a n x i e t i e s  a b o u t  
he r  con v e r s a  t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  woraen-£'22] B u r r o u g h s *  s e c r e t s  
were knowc i n  t h e  co m m u n i ty  o f  women, b o t h  i n  Sa l em V i l l a g e  
and i n  Maine .  Hhen p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h o s e  
s ec r e t s , -  t he  r e s u l t  was d e v a s t a t i n g -
Huuh Adams was  e x p l i c i t  a b o u t  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  h i s  
t r o u b l e — E l i z a b e t h  D a v i s .  U n l i k e  t h e  women c f  Rowley o r  o f  
Salem, t h e  women o f  Durham were  n o t  a c c u s t o m e d  t o  
m i n i s t e r i a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  E l i z a b e t h  Da v i s*  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
t he  c h u rc h  a t  Durham a f t e r  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1718 was  t o
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ask f o r  b a p t i s m  f c r  h e r s e l f  and  two s o n s .  l i k e  many o t h e r  
a d u l t s  i n  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y ,  s h e  was n o t  y e t  f o r m a l l y  a 
C h r i s t i a n .  Her h u s b a n d ,  l i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  J a m e s  E a v i s ,  
town m o d e r a t o r ,  a s s e m b l y m a n ,  and  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  c o u r t  o f  
common p l e a s ,  r e m a i n e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  f o l d - £ 2 3 ]  E l i z a b e t h ' s  
squabbl e  wi th  Adams d i d  n o t  e m e r g e  i n t o  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d  
u n t i l  1723 when s u d d e n l y  she  f o u n d  h e r s e l f  g u i t e  c a p a b l e  o f  
t r a v e l i n g  t h e  f o u r  m i l e s  t o  D o v e r  whe re  s h e  and  h e r  h u s b a n d  
both a p p l i e d  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  o l d  p a r e n t  c h u r c h  which  
both o f  them had i g n o r e d  f o r  mos t  c f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  Adams was 
f u r i o u s .  He d i d  n o t  mind l o s i n g  M i s t r e s s  D a v i s  a s  a 
communicant ,  b u t  he  d i d  n o t  want  t h e  e m b a r a s s m e n t  o f  h e r  
a c c e p t a n c e  by a n e i g h b o r i n g  c o n g r e g a t i o n .
He g u i c k l y  d i s p a t c h e d  an " e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  d o c u m e n t "  t o  
t he  "Reverend  H o n o r a b l e  and b e l o v e d "  Mr.  C u s h i n g  a t  D o v e r ,  
d e t a i l i n g  t h e  s c a n d a l o u s  b e h a v i o r  o f  D a v i s  and  h i s  w i f e .
The C o l o n e l  had t a k e n  a f a l s e  c a t h ,  Adams s a i d ;  he  had  be en  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  w i t h h o l d i n g  t h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  s a l a r y ,  had 
coveted t h e  p a r s o n a g e  l a n d  f o r  h i s  s o n ,  and ha d  u s e d  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  as j u d g e  " a g a i n s t  h i s  own l e g a l  m i n i s t e r  f o r  so  
i n n o c e n t l y  p l a y i n g  a t  n i n e  p i n s  a t  a h o u s e  no  ways l i c e n s e  
fo r  a T a v e r n . "  Bu t  h i s  r e a l  c r i m e  was i n  h e a r k e n i n g  t o  h i s  
wife more t h a n  t o  t h e  L o r d  o f  Heaven  ( o r  h i s  p a s t o r ! ) .  
H i s t r e s s  Da v i s  was t h e  r e a l  v i l l i a n .  She ha d  p u b l i c k l y  
r a i l e d  a g a i n s t  Adams by s a y i n g  t h a t  he had s p r e a d  a l i e
about  S o b r i e t y  Thomas ,  had  r e s i s t e d  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  c a l l  h e r  
son t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  h i s  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  s a i d  S o b r i e t y ,  had  
mocked C h r i s t ' s  o r d i n a n c e s  by s a y i n g  t h a t  a d i s c i p l i n a r y  
meet ing  was " g o i n g  t o  be a n o t h e r  c a b a l , "  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  h a d  
been "a b us y  body  a t  e v e r y  on e  o f  h e r  h u s b a n d s  C o u r t s  t o  be  
h i s  a d v i s e r  o r  i n t e r r a e d l e r  i n  h i s  p a s s i n g  J u d g e m e n t  i n  any 
c a s e . " [ 2 h ]  An i m p e r i o u s  m i n i s t e r  had met a n  i m p e r i o u s  
matron! She o p e n l y  d e f i e d  him and  s h e  used  h e r  i n f l u e n c e  
wi th h e r  h usb an d  t o  h a r r a s s  h i m .  On November  2 3 ,  17 23 ,  
E l i z a b e t h  and J a m es  D a v i s  were  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Dover  Chu r ch  
where t h e y  r e m a i n e d  u n t i l  c o n t i n u i n g  c o n f l i c t  i n  Durham 
f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  Adams'  e x p u l s i o n  f rom t h e  p u l p i t  i n  
1739. Not  s u r p r i s i n g l y , C o l o n e l  D a v i s  was p r o m i n e n t l y  
i nvo lved  in t he  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  new m i n i s t e r ,  N i c h o l a s  
Gilman.
The m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e s e  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  t h ou g h  d i f f e r e n t  
i n  o t h e r  vays ,  s h a r e d  two common t r a i t s — an a c u t e  
s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  p a t r i a r c h a l  a u t h o r i t y  and  a f a i l u r e  t o  
measure up i n  some s a y  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  t h e y  p r o f e s s e d .  
Shepard n e g l e c t e d  h i s  s t n d i e s ;  E u r r o u g h s  was u n k i n d  t o  h i s  
wife;  Adams p l a y e d  a t  n i n e  p i n s  i n  a t a v e r n ,  b u t  t h e i r  r e a l  
f law was more d a m n in g — t h e y  m i s t r u s t e d  a " w o m an ' s
h e a r t . "  i b i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  e v e r y  c a s e  o f  m i n i s t e r i a l
d i s r u p t i o n  i n  e a r l y  New E r g l a n d  was c a u s e d  by  g e n d e r
c o n f l i c t .  I t  i s  s i m p l y  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  p e r s o n a l  a s  w e l l  a s
economic and s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t s  s h a p e d  r e l i g i o n s  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h a t  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  win t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
f emale  members o f  a c o n g r e g a t i o n  was one  i n g r e d i e n t  i n  
m i n i s t e r i a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  and  t h a t  women w i t h o u t  f o r m a l  power  
might s t i l l  w i e l d  i n f l u e n c e .
The t h i r d  way i n  w h i ch  wcnen i n f l u e n c e d  r e l i g i o n  i n  
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  was t h r o u g h  e c s t a t i c  o r  h y s t e r i c  
u t t e r a n c e  a s  i n t e r n e d i a r i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  v i s i b l e  and  
i n v i s i b l e  w o r l d s -  B e c a u s e  women w e r e  p e r c e i v e d  a s  weak e r  
t han  men bo th  i n  i n t e l l e c t  and  i n  w i l l ,  t h e y  mig h t  become 
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  t h e  s u p e r r a t o r a 1- Twc o f  t h e  mos t  d r a m a t i c  
examples c f  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  a t  Sa lem V i l l a g e  i n  1692 and a t  
Oys t e r  f t i v e r  i n  17U2, i n  t h e  v e r y  c h u r c h e s  wh ich  had e a r l i e r  
ous t ed  Gecrge  B u r r o u g h s  and Hugh Adams.  Our  o b j e c t i v e  i s  
not  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p s y c h c l c g i c a 1 mechani sm which f i r s t  
p r o p e l l e d  women and  g i r l s  i n t o  p u b l i c  v i e w ,  t h e  s o c i a l  a nd  
t h e o l o g i c a l  s e t t i n g  which  p e r m i t t e d  t hem t o  s t a y  t h e r e ,  n o r  
t h e  communal a n x i e t i e s  and b c p e s  which  v a l i d a t e d  t h e i r  
messages ,  b u t  t o  d e l i n e a t e  a r e l i g i o u s  r o l e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
women. I t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  e m e r g e s  i n  e v e n t s  d e s c r i b e d  by  two 
m i n i s t e r s ,  Deo da t  Lawson and  N i c h o l a s  G i l m a n .
When Lawson,  a  f o r m e r  p r e a c h e r  a t  Sa l em V i l l a g e ,  h e a r d  
of  t h e  a p p a r e n t  o u t b r e a k  c f  d e n c n s  t h e r e ,  he  h a s t e n e d  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e .  A r r i v i n g  cn S a t u r d a y ,  19 March 1 6 9 2 ,  he  
observed two o f  t h e  a f f l i c t e d  g i r l s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  i n n  and  a t
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t h e  home of  t h e  R e v e r e n d  Mr.  P a r r i s ,  i n  whose f a m i l y  t h e  
f i r s t  p o s s e s s i o n s  h a d  o c c u r r e d .  The n e x t  d a y ,  h a v i n g  
ac c e p t e d  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  p r e a c h  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e ,  he 
e n c o u n t e r e d  even  s e r e  r e m a r k a b l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  power  o f  
Satan-  Seven  o f  t h e  a f f l i c t e d  were  t h e r e — Mrs- P o p e ,  a 
r e s p e c t a b l e  m a t r on  o f  t h e  t o w n ;  Goody B i t t e r ,  a d e s p e r a t e l y  
poor and f r e q u e n t l y  c o n t e n t i o u s  p a r i a h ;  f o u r  maid s e r v a n t s ,  
Ab i g a i l  W i l l i a m s ,  Mary W a l c o t t ,  Mercy l e w i s ,  and  E l i z a b e t h  
Hubbard;  and one c h i l d ,  Ann Pu tnam— a s u r p r i s i n g l y  a c c u r a t e  
c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  commun i ty  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e -  These  
women and g i r l s  were  t o  a c t  i n  q u i t e  u n e x p e c t e d  ways.  As 
Lawson opened t h e  m or n i n g  w o r s h i p ,  t h e  e n t i r e  g r o u p  f e l l  
i n t o  f i t s ,  c a u s i n g  h im t o  i n t e r r u p t  h i s  p r a y e r -  A f t e r  t h e  
psalm was s u n g ,  A b i g a i l  W i l l i a m s ,  one  of  t h e  m a i d s e r v a n t s ,  
looked s t r a i g h t  a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r  a n d  s a i d ,  "Now s t a n d  u p ,  and 
Wame your  T e x t . "  When he  had  r e a d  i t ,  s h e  s n i f f e d ,  " i t  i s  a 
long T e x t - "  The s e rm on  had  h a r d l y  begun when t h e  f o r m e r l y  
c i r c um sp ec t  Mrs- Pope  s p o k e  c u t ,  "New t h e r e  i s  enough  of  
t h a t , "  whereupon A b i g a i l  i n f c i a e d  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t h a t  a 
c e r t a i n  s u s p e c t e d  w i t c h  i n  t h e  room was " s u c k l i n g  h e r  Ye l low 
b i r d  b e t w i x t  h e r  f i n g e r s - " The c h i l d ,  Anne Pu tnam,  would 
a l so  have  t e s t i f i e d  o u t  l o u d  i f  t h e  women a r o u n d  h e r  had  n o t  
p revent ed  i t -  l i t t l e  Anne was c e r t a i n  s h e  had  s e e n  a n t h e r  
yel low b i r d  s i t t i n g  on t h e  m i n i s t e r * s  h a t  a s  i t  hung  on a 
peg by t h e  p u l p i t . [ 2 5 ]  B e c a u s e  t h e i r  a f f l i c t i o n  p l a c e d
them o u t s i d e  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  p o s s e s s e d  c o u l d  command t h e i r  
m i n i s t e r ,  s p e a k  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  and comment  on t h e  se rmon  a s  
no c h i l d ,  s e r v a n t ,  o r  f e m a l e  a d u l t  c o u l d  h a v e  d o n e .  L i k e  
t h e  d i s o r d e r l y  women o f  H a r b l e h e a d ,  t h e y  w e re  a b l e  t o  do 
t h i n g s  t h a t  r a t i o n a l  p e r s o n s  and  e s p e c i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  male  
o f f i c i a l s  c o u l d  n c t -
In a n o t h e r  s e t t i n g ,  s i m i l a r  b e h a v i o r  was i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  
an e s s e n t i a l l y  p o s i t i v e  r a t h e r  t h a n  n e g a t i v e  way.  I n  Durham 
in  1742,  c h i l d r e n ,  m a i d s e r v a n t s ,  and  s e v e r a l  young  men a s  
v a i l ,  saw v i s i o n s  and  f e l l  i n t o  t r a n c e s .  N i c h o l a s  G i l m a n ,  
t he  new p a s t o r  i n  t h a t  v i l l a g e ,  saw t h i s  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  
God ' s  c o n v e r t i n g  powe r .  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s e r v i c e  on  March 
3,  1742,  a f t e r  a v i s i t i n g  m i n i s t e r  ha d  p r e a c h e d ,  "Mary See d  
d e c l a r e d  in P u b l i c k  t h e  c l c s e  c f  He r  l a s t  V i s i o n , "  a f t e r  
which Gi lman " a d d e d  a word o f  E x h o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  
P e o p l e . "  There  was no  d i s r u p t i o n  h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  m i n i s t e r  
a cc ep t ed  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  young woman a s  s e e r .  When S t e p h e n  
Susse saw a w h i t e  Dove c c a e  d c vn  i n t o  t h e  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  on 
a n o th e r  o c c a s i o n ,  Gi lman  i n t e r p r e t e d  i t  a s  a s i g n  o f  G o d ' s  
b l e s s i n g . £26 ]  T h e r e  would  be  no s u c k l i n g  o f  y e l l o w  b i r d s  
i n  h i s  c o n g r e g a t i o n .
A c o m p a r i s i o n  o f  t h e  r c l e  c f  s e e r  i n  t h e  w i t c h c r a f t  
a c c u s a t i o r s  and i n  t h e  G r e a t  Awakening  m i g h t  y e i l d  i m p o r t a n t  
i n s i g h t s  i n t o  c h a n g e s  i n  f e m a l e  r o l e s  i n  n o r t h e r n  New 
Eng land . [ 2 7 ]  But  cne  c fcv i cus  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  wor th  n o t i n g
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here-  I n  Salem V i l l a g e /  v i s i o n d r y  g i r l s  b e g a n  by a t t a c k i n g  
o l d e r  women. A l t h o u g h  men, and  e v e n  some v e r y  p r o m i n e n t  
men, we re  e v e n t u a l l y  i n c l u d e d  among t h e  a c c u s e d ,  i n  i t s  
i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  i t  s e ems  t o  h a v e  b e en  an i n t r a g e n d e r  
c o n f l i c t .  Young women i n  t u n e  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a c c u s e d  
o ld  women i n  t u n e  w i t h  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l .  The G r e a t  
Awakening,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  t e n d e d  t o  b r e a k  down b o t h  g e n d e r  and  
s o c i a l  b a r r i e r s  i n  a common g u e s t  f o r  a w i t n e s s  o f  t h e  
d i v i n e .  N i c h o l a s  G i lma n  i s  a s t r i k i n g  e x am p le  o f  t h i s .  
Hunger ing f o r  e v i d e n c e  c f  t h e  w o r k i n g s  c f  t h e  Ho l y  S p i r i t ,  
he f i n e - t u n e d  h i s  s p i r i t  t o  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  h i s  l i s t e n e r s ,  
l e a n i n g  on them a s  f e r v e n t l y  a s  s e e k i n g  C h r i s t i a n s  l e a n e d  
upon t h e i r  p a s t o r s .  T h i s  r e v e r s a l  c f  r o l e s  i s  m os t  a p p a r e n t  
in G i l m a n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  Mary R e e d ,  an o b s c u r e  you n g  
woman whose v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  i n  Eurham would  be unknown e x c e p t  
f o r  he r  amazing  i n f l u e n c e  upon  h e r  m i n i s t e r .
On March 26,  s h e  came t o  G i l m a n ' s  h o u s e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  
and t o l d  him "She h a d  b e e n  e x c e e d i n g  f u l l  o f  J o y  a l l  day 
t h a t  i t  seemd t o  h e r  s h e  was n e t  h e r e ,  and  i t  had r u n  i n  h e r  
Sind a l l  day -  t h i s  N i g h t  s h a l l  t h y  S o u l  be  r e g u i r e d . " She 
i n s t r u c t e d  G i lman  t o  s e n d  f o r  h e r  c l o t h e s  and  d i s p o s e  o f  
them t o  t h e  p o o r e s t  p e r s o n s  i n  t o wn ,  t h e n  s h e  went  t o  b e d ,  
and a f t e r  "many d e e p  S i g h s  a s  t ho* Her  s o u l  was d e p a r t i n g "  
f e l l  i n t o  an " a l m o s t  b r e a t h l e s s  s l e e p . "  G i lman  was 
obv i ous ly  a n x i o u s  a b o u t  M a r y ' s  p r e s e n c e  i n  h i s  h o u s e ,  s i n c e
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h i s  w i f e  was t h e n  away i n  E x e t e r .  Hhen she  waked ,  he  went  
t o  h e r ,
and p e r c e i v i n g  s h e  c cu d  S p e a k  t h o u g h t  wha t  t o  a s k  
h e r ,  and knowing  how My C h a r a c t e r  a n d  C o n d u c t  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  woud be r e p r e s e n t e d  a b r o a d  -  I  a s k d  
her  -  w h e t h e r  I  o u g h t  t o  mind what  sen  s a i d  o f  Me?
She a r s w e r e d  - N o ,  No, Mind wha t  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  
C h r i s t  S a y s  -  Take  Hire f o r  y o u r  G u i d e ,  and  h i s  Word 
f o r  y c u r  E u l e .  He h a s  a G r e a t  Work f o r  you t o  do,  
bu t  don’ t  be a f r a i d  He w i l l  c a r r y  you t h r o u g h  i t .
Mary Reed s t a y e d  a t  t h e  G i l l i a n  home f rom S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  
u n t i l  Tuesd ay  m o r n i n g ,  s l e e p i n g ,  i n s t r u c t i n g  h e r  m i n i s t e r ,  
p r a y i n g ,  and " S i n g i n g  p r a i s e s  t o  God i n  E x t e m p o r e  
V e r se . "  On Monday n i g h t  s h e  awoke a s  i f  f r om a l o n g  s l e e p .  
On Tuesday m o r n in g ,  b e f o r e  G i l m a n  was o u t  o f  h i s  c h a m b e r ,  
she had l e f t  t h e  h o u s e .  Hhen s h e  r e t u r n e d  s h e  " i n c l i n e d  n o t  
a t  p r e s e n t  t o  d e c l a r e  wha t  s h e  S a w . ” [ 2 8 ]  G i lman  n e i t h e r  
co u ns e l e d  no r  t r i e d  t o  ” c u r e "  Mary Seed .  He m a r v e l l e d  a t  
her  r e c e p t i v i t y  t o  t h e  s p i r i t ,  and when sh e  s p o k e  he  
l i s t e n e d .  A l l  b o u n d a r i e s — o f  s e x ,  o f  w e a l t h ,  o r  o f  
e d u c a t i o n — d i s s o l v e d  i n  a common r a p t u r e .
Not e v e r y o n e  i n  Eurham was r e a d y  t o  a c c e p t  s u c h  
b e h a v i o r ,  ho w e ve r .  A month l a t e r  S a r a h  J o h n s o n  came t o  
Gilman,  o f f e r i n g  a t e x t  which s h e  had  r e c e i v e d  i n  a v i s i o n ,  
and a p p a r e n t l y  s t a y e d  t h e  n i g h t ,  t u t  b e c a u s e  of  na g r e a t  and  
very  u n r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t u r b a n c e  made i n  t h e  Town, "  she  went  t o  
the home cf S t e p h e n  E u s s e .  G i lman  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n t e n s e  
r e l i g i o u s  q u e s t i n g  i n  t h e  m o n th s  b e f o r e  h i s  o r d i n a t i o n  and
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a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a w a k e n i n g  i n  Durham was s u f f e r i n g  
p e r s o n a l  s t r e s s  a nd  p e r h a p s  some e s t r a n g e m e n t  f r om h i s  w i f e  
as w e l l ,  who was i n  t h e  l a s t  s t a g e s  o f  h e r  s i x t h  p r e g n a n c y  
and a p p a r e n t l y  h a v i n g  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  mak i ng  t h e  
t r a n s i t i o n  f rom h e r  heme i n  E x e t e r  t c  D u r h a m - [ 2 9 ]  The 
p a r t i c u l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  were p e r h a p s  u n i g u e ,  
though t h e  r o l e  e n a c t e d  by Mary Deed was n o t .  As a weak 
though r e c e p t i v e  v e s s e l ,  s h e  l i n k e d  t h e  v i s i b l e  and 
i n v i s i b l e  w o r l d s ,
*  *  *
Women h e l p e d  t o  s h a p e  r e l i g i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  
but  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t c  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
was d e p e n d e n t  upon t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  men who v o t e d  t h e  
t a x e s ,  c a l l e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r s ,  and  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  v i s i o n s .
The more s u c c e s s f u l  and  d r a m a t i c  w i t n e s s e s  o f  f e m a l e  power  
were a l s o  t h e  mos t  s h o r t - l i v e d .  The women o f  c h e b a c c o  
meekly r e c a n t e d  t h e i r  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  E l i z a b e t h  D a v i s  l e f t  
t h e  Durham c h u r c h  l o n g  t e f c r e  t he  m i n i s t e r  she  a t t a c k e d -  
The v i s i o n a r y  young  women o f  Salem and  Durham f a d e d  i n t o  
o b s c u r i t y ,  w h i l e  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  who s u p p o r t e d  them s o o n  l o s t  
favor  w i t h  t h e i r  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  The mos t  i m p o r t a n t  s t o r y  o f  
r e l i g i o n  i s  n o t  t o  be  f o u n d  on t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u t  on t h e  
p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  and  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  l e v e l  o f  b e l i e f -  F o r  a 
woman l i k e  C h r i s t i n e  O t i s  E a k e r ,  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  a c h u r c h  
may have had l i t t l e  t h e o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e -  He r  move f rom
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C a t h o l i c i s m  t c  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  s o c i a l l y /  
t h ro ug h  m a r r i a g e ;  w h e t h e r  i t  e v e r  became more i s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  t e l l -  Bu t  f o r  o t h e r  women r e l i g i o n  p r o v i d e d  a  way o f  
o r d e r i n g  t he  mos t  b a s i c  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  human l i f e -  To 
approach  t h i s  i n n e r  d i m e n s i o n  c f  r e l i g i o n /  we mus t  t u r n  on c e  
again t o  t h e  w a r t i m e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  n c r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  t o  
the  c r i s i s  o f  c a p t i v i t y ,  and  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  h e r o i s m  
which i t  made p o s s i b l e -  B a r e  s e l f - p o r t r a i t s  o f  two women, 
Mary Eowlandson  and  E l i z a b e t h  H a n s e n ,  show s t r i k i n g l y  
d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e s  t o  p a i n  and  d e a t h ,  s u f f e r i n g  and  s o r r o w ,  
anger  and f e a r ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  
s u b j e c t i o n -  F o r  t h e s e  wcaeE,  I n d i a n  c a p t i v i t y  h e i g h t e n e d  
t r i a l s  which a l l  women s h a r e d -  T h e i r  n a r r a t i v e s  make 
a c c e s s i b l e  p a t t e r n s  o f  f e m a l e  r e s p o n s e  which  m i g h t  n o t  ha v e  
been v i s i b l e  o t h e r w i s e ,  and  t h e y  h e l p  u s  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  
development  o f  r e l i g i o n  t c  t h e  p ro b l em  c f  a s s e r t i v e n e s s  
r a i s e d  i n  t h e  myth o f  J a e l -
One n a r r a t i v e  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1680,  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  a 
c en tu ry  l a t e r  in  1729-  One weman was a P u r i t a n ,  t h e  o t h e r  a 
Quaker- One women s p e n t  h e r  c a p t i v i t y  among a c om m u n i ty  o f  
l o c a l  I n d i a n s  who had  l o n g  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  E n g l i s h -  The 
o t he r  was s e i z e d  by a s m a l l  band  o f  C a n a d i a n  I n d i a n s  who 
e v e n t u a l l y  s o l d  h e r  t o  t c  t h e  F r e n c h -  cne  women wr o t e  h e r  
own s t o r y ,  t h e  o t h e r  s i m p l y  t o l d  i t  t o  a v i s i t i n g  p r e a c h e r ,  
who t oo k  i t  down,  a s  he  s a i d ,  " f r om  h e r  own
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Houth .H O b v i o u s l y ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  b e l i e f  a n d  i n  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  d e t e r m i n e d  c o n t r a s t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t o r i e s -  But  
f o r  t h e  moment,  l e t  u s  i g n o r e  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  
s e t t i n g s  c f  t h e s e  two s t c r i e s  and c o n s i d e r  them a s  d i f f e r e n t  
human r e s p o n s e s  t o  a s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n -  Both  women we re  
deeply r e l i g i o u s  C h r i s t i a n  p r o t e s t a n t s .  E o th  w e re  c a p t u r e d  
in f r i g h t e n i n g  a t t a c k s  wh ich  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e a t h  of  l o v e d  
ones- Both c a r r i e d  c h i l d r e n  wi th  them i n t o  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .  
Both a t t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  d e l i v e r a n c e  t o  t h e  mercy  o f  God and  
p u b l i s h e d  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  i n  o r d e r  t c  p r omo te  p i e t y  and  t o  
r e t u r n  t h a n k s  t o  Him- By e x a m i n i n g  t h e  s u r v i v a l  s t r a t e g i e s  
which t h e  two women u s e d ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  by l o o k i n g  a t  t h e i r  
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  c a p t c r s  and c f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  we c a n  more 
f u l l y  g r a s p  t h e  i n t e r i o r  r e l i g i c u s  e x p e r i e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
c o l o n i a l  women.
The p r i m a r y  s o c i a l  c a t e g o r y  i n  Mary R o w l a n d s o n ' s  t a l e  
i s  r a c e ,  in  E l i z a b e t h  H a n s e n ' s  g e n d e r -  F o r  Mary Rowlandson  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d e t e r m i n a n t  c f  wo r t h  was r e l i g i o u s  s t a t u s ,  f o r  
E l i z a b e t h  Hansen r e l i g i o u s  t e m p e r a m e n t -  I n  p r a c t i c a l  t e r m s ,  
Mary Rowlandson s u r v i v e d  b e c a u s e  s h e  knew how t o  u s e  E n g l i s h  
huswif e ry  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  c f  h e r  c a p t c r s ,  E l i z a b e t h  Hansen  
because s h e  was a b l e  t c  f orm a bond w i t h  I n d i a n  women who 
t augh t  h e r  what  sh e  n e e d e d  t o  know- I n  r e l i g i o u s  t e r m s ,
Mary Rowlandson was s a v e d  b e c a u s e  God c h o s e  h e r ,  t h o u g h  sh e  
was u t t e r l y  h e l p l e s s  and  w o r t h l e s s  o u t s i d e  H i s  s u s t a i n i n g
c a r e .  E l i z a b e t h  Hansen  Mas s a v e d  b e c a u s e  p a t i e n c e ,  
l o n g - s u f f e r i n g ,  and  k i n d n e s s  Mere mere p o w e r f u l  t h a n  
c r u e l t y -  To u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e i r  
c o n t r a s t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  we mus t  l o o k  a t  e a c h  s t o r y  i n  
some d e t a i l .
Hary R o w l a n d s o n ' s  n a r r a t i v e  i s  a p o w e r f u l  and  d e e p l y  
moving p i e c e  o f  w r i t i n g  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  r e a d e r  c an  s u s p e n d  
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  j u d g n e r t  and  e n t e r  a wor ld  i n  which 
I n d i a n s  were by d e f i n i t i o n  " a t h e i s t i c a l ,  p r o u d ,  w i l d ,  c r u e l ,  
b a r b a r o u s ,  b r u i t i s h - .  d i a b o l i c a l l  c r e a t u r e s . ,  t h e  w o r s t  o f  
t h e  h e a t h e n . " [ 3 0 ] L i k e  much h e r o i c  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  
wes t ern  w c r l d ,  i t  s k e t c h e s  a c o s m i c  b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  f o u l  
he a t he n s  and f a i r  C h r i s t i a n s .  R i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  
such a s e t t i n g ,  Ha ry  Rowlandson  e m e r g e s  a s  a c o u r a g e o u s  and  
ruddy h e r o i n e ,  r e s o u r c e f u l ,  f i e s t y ,  a c r e  h o u s e w i f e  t h an  
S a i n t ,  a m i n i s t e r ' s  w i f e  wbc gave  up h e r  p i p e - s m o k i n g  i n  
c a p t i v i t y  b u t  n o t  h e r  v i v i d  s p e e c h .  The s c r i p t u r e s  wh ich  
pepper  h e r  n a r r a t i v e  come f rom t h e  r a t h e r  g r im y  hand  o f  a 
s t r i v i n g  C h r i s t i a n  r a t h e r  t h a r  f r o a  t h e  p o l i s h e d  pen of  a 
p r e a c h e r .  Her  w r i t i n g  h a s  a c o n c r e t e n e s s  and  a v i s u a l  
immediacy t h a t  h a v e  n o t  f a d e d  a f t e r  300 y e a r s .
Even i n  c a p t i v i t y ,  Hary R o w la n ds on  p r o v e d  h e r s e l f  an 
i n d u s t r i o u s  h o u s e w i f e .  She s u f f e r e d  t h e  l o s s  of  h e r  home 
and t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  wounded c h i l d ,  y e t  s h e  c l u n g  t o  h e r  
k n i t t i n g  n e e d l e s ,  k e p t  a  s u r e  s e n s e  o f  t i m e ,  and  r e t u r n e d  t o
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Boston knowing e x a c t l y  what  sh e  had e a t e n ,  where  sh e  had
g o t t e n  i t ,  and  i n  whose p o t  s h e  had  co o k ed  i t .  Her  c h i e f
work among t h e  I n d i a n s  was k n i t t i n g  and s e w i n g .  A l t h o u g h
she  s e r v e d  a s  a s l a v e  i n  Q u i n n a p a n ' s  f a m i l y ,  sh e  was
r e s o u r c e f u l  i n  t r a d i n g  h e r  s e r v i c e s  w i t h  o t h e r  I n d i a n s  f o r
e x t r a  f o o d ,  e x c h a n g i n g  s t o c k i n g s  f c r  a g n a r t  o f  p e a s  o r  a
s h i r t  f o r  a b i t  o f  t e a r  m e a t .  I n t c  h e r  p o c k e t  went
«
e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  beg ged  o r  b a r t e r e d — m e a l ,  m e a t ,  a 
p a r c h e d - w h e a t  p a n c a k e  f r i e d  i n  b e a r ' s  g r e a s e ,  and  e v e n  a 
p i e c e  o f  s t a l e  c a k e  h a n d ed  t c  h e r  by a n o t h e r  L a n c a s t e r  
housewi f e  a s  t h e y  we r e  s e p a r a t e d .  I h e  c a k e  was p e r h a p s  a 
symbol ic  t i e  t o  t h e  o r d e r l y  wor ld  s h e  had  l e f t  b e h i n d ,
" t h e r e  i t  l a y ,  t i l l  i s  was so  mouldy ( f o r  wa n t  o f  good 
baking)  t h a t  one c o u l d  n e t  t e l l  wha t  i t  was made o f ;  i t  f e l l  
a l l  t o  c r r m b s ,  and  grew so  d r y  and  h a r d ,  t h a t  i t  was l i k e  
l i t t l e  f l i n t s ;  and t h i s  r e f r e s h e d  me many t i m e s ,  when I  was 
ready t o  f a i n t . " [ 3 1 ] C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  Hary  c o u l d  n o t  
r e s i s t  c o n m e n t in g  upon t h e  g u a l i t y  o f  t h e  b a k i n g  e v e n  i n  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  d e p t h s  o f  h e r  h u n g e r .
She was p r e p a r e d  t o  s u r v i v e  c a p t i v i t y  n o t  o n l y  by h e r
housewi f e ly  s k i l l s  b u t  a l s o  by h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  
na tu r e  o f  s e r v i l i t y .  Even t h o u g h  s h e  h a t e d  and f e a r e d  h e r
c a p t o r s ,  she knew how t o  p l e a s e  t h e m .  Growing  up i n  an
h i e r a r c h a l  s o c i e t y ,  s h e  had l e a r n e d  what  i t  meant  t o  be  an 
i n f e r i o r .  Among h e r  na ry  l o s s e s  was a r o l e  s h i f t  f r om
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m i s t r e s s  t o  ma id ,  a r e v e r s a l  o f  wha t  s h e  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m a t u r i n g  and m a r r y i n g .  Metacom u n d e r s t o o d  
t h i s  h u m i l i a t i o n ;  j u s t  b e f o r e  h e r  r e d e m p t i o n ,  he t o l d  h e r  
k i n d ly  t h a t  sh e  would s o o n  be m i s t r e s s  a g a i n . [ 3 2 ]  
S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  Ha ry*s  p o r t r a i t  o f  Metacom,  t h e  man who b eg an  
t h e  wa r ,  i s  r a t h e r  b e n i g n ,  s h e  was e g u a l l y  p o s i t i v e  i n  h e r  
p o r t r a y a l  o f  h e r  own m a s t e r ,  C u i n n a p i n ,  who comes  a c r o s s  i n  
the  n a r r a t i v e  a s  a d i g n i f i e d  and  r a t h e r  d i s t a n t  mal e  
a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e .  The  r e a l  f o c a l  p o i n t  c f  h e r  h a t r e d  was 
Hetamoo,  t h e  m i s t r e s s  who had i m m e d i a t e  c o n t r o l  o f  h e r  
d a y - t o - d a y  l i f e  i n  c a p t i v i t y .
As s h e  was  s i t t i n g  i n  He t a m o o ’ s  wigwam, Me tacom*s  maid  
c a se  i n  w i t h  a c h i l d  i n  h e r  a rm s  and a s h e d  Mary t o  g i v e  h e r
a p i e c e  o f  h e r  a p r o n  t c  make a d i a p e r  f o r  i t -  She t o l d  h e r
she would n o t .  Even when h e r  m i s t r e s s  commanded h e r  t o  g i v e  
up t he  a p r o n ,  s h e  r e f u s e d .  When t h e  ma i d  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  t e a r  
i t  o f f  h e r s e l f ,  Mary a n g r i l y  r e t o r t e d  t h a t  i f  sh e  d i d ,  s h e  
would t e a r  h e r  c o a t .  H e t a o o c  r a i s e d  a s t i c k  " b i g  enough  t o  
have k i l l e d  me, 11 b u t  Mary dodged  i t  s o  t h a t  i t  s t u c k  i n t o  
the  mat o f  t h e  wigwam i n s t e a d .  W h i l e  Wetamoo s t r u g g l e d  t o
p u l l  i t  o u t ,  s h e  " r a n  t o  t h e  Maid and g av e  h e r  a l l  my
Apron . " [ 3 3 ]  Had Mary R o w la nd so n  b e e n  i n  h e r  own v i l l a g e  
i n s t e a d  o f  an  I n d i a n  camp and  had  s h e  be en  a b l e  t o  f i n d  a 
s t i c k  ( o r  a s h o v e l  o r  a p e t  l a d l e ) ,  a s i m i l a r  t r e s p a s s  upon 
her  p r o p e r t y  o r  h e r  d i g n i t y  m ig h t  h a v e  t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  s o r t
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of s q u a b b le  so  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  c o u n t y  c o u r t  r e c o r d s .
An i n a b i l i t y  t o  r e s i s t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a ny  l a c k  o f  a s s e r t i v e n e s s  
d e t e r m i ne d  Mary R o w l a n d s o n ' s  b e h a v i o r -
A l though  s h e  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  w i t h  
Metacom and w i t h  h e r  m a s t e r ,  s h e  was s e e m i n g l y  unaware  o f  
t he  s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  camp-  Her h u n g e r  a nd  c o l d  and  
pa in  o b l i t e r a t e d  t h e  d e s p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  who were  
l i t e r a l l y  f l e e i n g  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e s -  When a " s a v a g e ” e x t e n d e d  
human s ym pa th y ,  s h e  c o u l d  o n l y  a t t r i b u t e  i t  t c  P r o v i d e n c e .
When Wetamoo’ s b a by  d i e d ,  s h e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  now t h e r e  would  
be more room i n  t h e  wig warn- £ 3 4 ]  h a r y  Rowlandson*  s  
n a r r a t i v e  i s  d e e p l y  and  p e r v a s i v e l y  r a c i s t ,  y e t  a s  many 
s c h o l a r s  have shown,  i t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  d i f f e r e n c e  which 
a r o u s e s  f e a r  o f  a n  a l i e n  p e r s o n  o r  c u l t u r e  s o  much a s  a 
p e r c e i v e d  y e t  r e p e l l e n t  s a n e n e s s -  T h i s  i s  amp l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  
i n  Mary’ s s t o r y -  She s p e a k s  c f  t h e  I n d i a n s  a s  " S a l v a g e  
Bears"  and " r o a r i n g  l i o n s , "  y e t  t h e  mo s t  s t r i k i n g  and 
p e r v a s i v e  a n im a l  i m a g e r y  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  i s  t h a t  which she  
a p p l i e s  t c  h e r s e l -  I n  c a p t i v i t y ,  s h e  ha d  " o n l y  a  l i t t l e  
Sw i l l  f o r  t h e  b o d y ,  an d  t h e n  l i k e  a S w i n e ,  mus t  l y  down on 
t he  g r o u n d - "£35 ]
Food i s  a d o m i n a n t  a c t i f  i n  h e r  p o r t r a i t  of  h e r s e l f -  
She expended most  o f  h e r  e n e r g y  b e g g i n g ,  c o n t r i v i n g ,  o r  
working f c r  f o o d  and  y e t  h e r  h u n g e r  was n e v e r  s a t i s f i e d .
She r e l i s h e d  food  s h e  had  a l w a y s  r e f u s e d  b e f o r e ,  t h i n g s  t h a t
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even dogs  o r  p i g s  w o u l d n ' t  t o u c h — ’’n u t s -  a c o r n s ,
h a r t y c h o a k s ,  L i l l y  r o o t s ,  G r c u n d - b e a n s ,  H o r s e  g u t s  and  e a r s ,
wild b i r d s ,  B e a r ,  v e n n i s c n ,  B e a v e r ,  T o r t o i s ,  F r o g s ,
S g u i r r e l s ,  Dogs ,  S k u n k s ,  B a t t l e s n a k e s ;  y e a ,  t h e  v e r y  Ba rk  o f
T r e e s . ” [ 3 6 ]  E a t i n g  t h i s  w i l d  f o o d ,  s h e  became w i l d
h e r s e l f -  She m a r v e l l e d  a t  h e r  cwn " W a l v i s h  a p p e t i t e . ” When
given s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t ,  s h e  would b u r n  h e r  mouth r a t h e r  t h a n
wai t  f o r  i t  t c  c o o l .  S e e i n g  an I n d i a n  w i t h  a b a s k e t  o f
horse  l i v e r ,  she  b e g g e d  a p i e c e :
S h a t ,  s a y e s  he ,  c a n  you e a t  H o r s e - l i v e r ?  I  t o l d
him I  would t r y ,  i f  he  would g i v e  me a p i e c e ,  wh ich
he d i d ,  and I  l a i d  i t  o r  t h e  c o a l s  t c  r e s t ;  b u t  
b e f o r e  i t  was h a l f  r e a d y  t h e  g o t  h a l f  away f rom me, 
so  t h a t  I  was f a i n  t c  t a k e  t h e  r e s t  and  e a t  i t  was 
i t  was, wi th  t h e  b l o o d  a b o u t  my m o u t h . £ 3 7 ]
Another  t i m e ,  s h e  f o u n d  two E n g l i s h  c h i l d r e n  i n  a wigwam
when s h e  went  b e g g i n g .  I h e  sguaw was b o i l i n g  h o r s e s  f e e t
and o f f e r e d  h e r  a l i t t l e  p i e c e .  She a t e  i t  g u i c k l y ,
wat ch ing  cne o f  t h e  s m a l l  c h i l d r e n  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  chew a
sinewy chunk,  " s u c k i n g ,  g r a w i r g ,  c h e w i n g  and  s l a b b e r i n g  o f
i t  i n  t h e  mouth and  h a n d ,  t h e n  I  t o o k  i t  o f  t h e  C h i l d ,  and
e a t  i t  my s e l f ,  and  s a v o u r y  i t  was t o  my t a s t e . " [ 3 8 ]  T h e r e
was no f a l s e  d e l i c a c y  i n  t h i s  E c r i t a n  w i f e !  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e
a r e  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  which  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h e r  I n d i a n  c a p t o r s
were more f a s t i d i o u s  t h a n  s h e  and may even  had f o u n d  h e r
ways somewhat  r e p u l s i v e .  When she  met  Metacom f o r  t he
second t i n e ,  he  gave  h e r  a l o c k i n g  g l a s s  and  t o l d  h e r  t o
wash h e r s e l f .  [ 39 ]
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Mary R o w l a n d s o n ’ s d e s c r i p t i o n  c f  h e r  own a n i m a l  n a t u r e  
in  c a p t i v i t y — h e r  g r o v e l i n g ,  h e r  b e g g i n g ,  h e r  unkempt  
s t a t e — a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h e r  t h e o l o g y  and  w i t h  h e r  
C a l v i n i s t  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e p r a v i t y  o f  h u m a n k i n d -  I n  
t h i s  v i e w ,  a l l  men and  wcaen a r e  s a v a g e  o u t s i d e  o f  God’ s  
co v en an t -  But  h e r  own d e b a s e m e n t  s e r v e d  a n o t h e r  p u r p o s e  a s  
wel l-  The one g u a l i t y  s h e  m os t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
her  I n d i a n  c a p t o r s  was p r i d e - - t h e  w o r l d l y  p r i d e  t h a t  would 
i n e v i t a b l y  l e a d  t o  a f a l l -  She was s u b j e c t e d ,  t h e y  were 
haughty-  The o l d e s t  o f  h e r  m a s t e r ’ s  t h r e e  w i ve s  was "a  
s eve re  and proud  D a m e - - - b e s t o w i n g  e v e r y  day i n  d r e s s i n g  h e r  
s e l f  n e a t  as  much t i m e  a s  any  c f  t h e  G e n t r y  o f  t h e  l a n d :  
powder ing he r  h a i r ,  and  p a i n t i n g  h e r  f a c e ,  g o i n g  w i th  
N e c k - l a c e s ,  wi th  J e w e l s  i n  h e r  e a r s ,  and B r a c e l e t s  upon h e r  
ha nd s -11 i he  g e n t i l i t y  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  w i f e  was e x p r e s s e d  n o t  
j u s t  i n  he r  c o n c e r n  f c r  c l o t h i n g  b u t  i n  t h e  work which she  
d id ,  which was " t o  make G i r d l e s  o f  Wampon and  B e a d s . " [ 4 0 ]  
Beside  h e r  a r t i f i c e ,  Mary R o w l a n d s o n ’ s  k n i t t i n g  was s e r v i l e ,  
as she  must  have  known- She was b o t h  r e p e l l e d  and  
f a s c i n a t e d  by t h e  p r e t e n t i o u s  and c o l o r f u l  c l o t h i n g  o f  h e r  
m i s t r e s s .
I n  t he  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  c a p t i v i t y  Mary Row landson  f o u n d  a 
p a t t e r n  o f  h e r  own s a l v a t i o n -  I n  t h e  a c c o u n t  which she  
l e f t ,  s t u d e n t s  o f  P u r i t a n i s m  can  d i s c e r n  a  f a m i l i a r  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t y p e . [ 4 1 ]  An a c u t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  r a n k  and
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o r d e r  a r e  c o u p l e d  i n  h e r  p o r t r a i t  w i t h  a d e e p  s e n s e  of  
s i n f u l n e s s  and of  t h e  f r a g i l i t y  o f  human e f f o r t -  Long h a b i t  
as w e l l  a s  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d  p u t  n e e d l e s  i n  h e r  h a n d s  and  p e a s  
i n  her  p o c k e t ,  b u t  t h o u g h  h e r  cwn s k i l l s  c o u l d  s u s t a i n  h e r  
t hey  c o u l d  n o t  s a v e  h e r -  Knowing t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  
s p i r i t u a l  t h i n g s ,  s h e  f o u n d  h e r s e l f  r e l i s h i n g  t h e  b a s e s t  o f  
m a t e r i a l  f ood ,  b o t h  r e s i s t i n g  and e m b r a c i n g  h e r  own 
s u b j e c t i o n -  R e j e c t i n g  p r i d e ,  s h e  p r o j e c t e d  i t  upon h e r  
c a p t o r s ,  f i n d i n g  p e r s o n a l  r e d e m p t i o n  b u t  no c h a r i t y  f o r  h e r  
enemy i n  t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  c f  c a p t i v i t y .
I n  c c m p a r i s i o n  w i t h  a a r y  R o w l a n d s o n ,  E l i 2 a b e t h  Hansen 
i s  a b l a n d  and a l m o s t  p a s s i v e  h e r o i n e ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  h e r  
n a r r a t i v e  i s  s h o r t e r  a nd  l e s s  c o l o r f u l ,  b a t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  s h e  
embodied q u a l i t i e s  so  o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  * i t h  a n  i n s i p i d  and  
c o n f i n i n g  f e m i n i n i t y -  She n o t  o n l y  t u r n e d  t h e  o t h e r  c h e e k ,  
she a l m o s t  seemed t o  o f f e r  i t -  At t h e  end o f  o n e  l o n g  d a y ' s  
j o u r n e y ,  t e r  m a s t e r  commanded h e r  t o  f e t c h  w a t e r ,  b u t  h a v i n g  
s a t  a w h i l e  on t h e  c o l d  g r o u n d ,  she  f c u n d  sh e  c o u l d  n o t  
s t and-  Sc she  c r a w l e d  on h e r  h a n d s  and  k n e e s  a l o n g  t h e  
ground u n t i l  a young women f ro m  a n o t h e r  f a m i l y  t o o k  p i t y  on 
her  and went  t o  g e t  t h e  w a t e r - [ 4 2  ] T h i s  i n c i d e n t  was 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h e r  b e h a v i o r  t h r o u g h o u t — n e v e r  a n y  e f f o r t  
to r e s i s t  a command,  s i m p l y  a mute a p p e a l  t o  j u s t i c e  i n  an  
u n q u e s t i o n i n g  and a b j e c t  o b e d i e n c e -  Ye t  h e r  g e n t l e n e s s  was 
no mere e x t e n s i o n  o f  h e r  w e a k n e s s  b u t  a c o n s c i o u s l y  w i l l e d
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r e l i g i o u s  r e s p o n s e -  E l i z a b e t h  Hansen  s i m p l y  r e f u s e d  t o  meet  
v i o l e n c e  w i t h  v i o l e n c e -  A c c o r d i n g  t o  one  New H a m p sh i r e  
m i n i s t e r ,  t h e  Han sens  m ig h t  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  i f  
E l i z a b e t h ’s  hu sb a n d  had  n o t  b e e n  a s t i f f  q u a k e r ,  f u l l  o f  
e n t h u s i a s m ,  and  r i d i c u l i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o w e r ,  wou ld  on no 
account  he i n f l u e n c e d  t c  c c a e  i n t o  g a r r i s o n - " [ 4 3  ]
E l i z a b e t h  H a n se n ,  l i k e  t i a ry  R o w l a n d s o n ,  s t r u g g l e d  w i th  
hunger  and  c o l d -  She f o u n d  i t  d i s t a s t e f u l  t o  e a t  t h e  
e n t r a i l s  c f  w i l d  a n i m a l s  w i t h o u t  c l e a n i n g  t h e n  and  m a r v e l e d  
t h a t  what had once  seemed f o u l  c o u l d  now t a s t e  s w e e t ,  y e t  
t he  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  h e r  n a r r a t i v e  was n o t  on t h e  
h e l p l e s s n e s s  and  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  c f  h u m a n i t y  b u t  on t h e  power  
of  " S o d ’s  k i n d n e s s "  t o  s u r m o u n t  " m a n ’ s c r u e l t y "  a s  t h e  t i t l e  
of  he r  n a r r a t i v e  s a i d -  K i n d n e s s  c o u l d  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  
w i l d e r n e s s  a s  w e l l  a s  among C h r i s t i a n s — " t h e s e  P e o p l e  b e i n g  
very k i nd  and  h e l p f u l  t o  CEe a n o t h e r ,  which  i s  v e r y  
commendable , "  she  w r o t e . [ 4 b ]
A f t e r  a t w e n t y - s i x  d a y s '  march  i n t o  new F r a n c e ,
E l i z a b e t h  f o u n d  h e r s e l f  i n  an encampment  o f  C a n a d i a n  
I n d i a n s ,  where she  q u i c k l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  
women o f  h e r  m a s t e r ’ s  f a m i l y ,  d e s p i t e  a b a r r i e r  o f  l a n g u a g e .  
Because he r  f o u r t e e n - d a y - o l d  i n f a n t  had b e e n  s p a r e d  i n  t h e  
a t t a c k ,  her  most  p e r s i s t e n t  a n x i e t y  d u r i n g  t h e  t r e k  was a 
waning su p p l y  o f  m i l k -  Her  b r e a s t s  a l m o s t  d r y ,  s h e  warmed 
i cy  brook w a t e r  i n  h e r  mo u th ,  l e t t i n g  i t  t r i c k l e  o u t  o n t o
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t h e  n i p p l e  a s  t h e  c h i l d  s u c k e d .  T h i s  w i t h  a n  ' o c c a s i o n a l  
b r o t h  made f rom b e a v e r  g u t s  k e p t  t h e  baby f rom d e h y d r a t i n g ,  
though by t h e  t w e n t y  s i x t h  day  a l l  t h e  j o i n t s  o f  h e r  b a c k  
bone we re  v i s i b l e .  D e s p a i r i n g  f o r  h e r  d a u g h t e r ' s  l i f e ,  
E l i z a b e t h  was p r e p a r e d  t c  l e a r n  f rom a f r i e n d l y  sguaw who 
one day  showed h e r  how t c  c l e a n  and  g r i n d  w a l n u t  k e r n e l s  
wi th  w a t e r  u n t i l  t h e y  " l o c k e d  l i k e  m i l k , " c c o k i n g  t h i s  
l i g u i d  w i t h  f i n e  c o r n  meal  t o  make a t h i n  g r u e l  which  p r o v e d  
n o u r i s h i n g .  E l i z a b e t h  n o t e d f w i t h  o l v i c u s  a d m i r a t i o n ,  t h a t  
t h i s  was a method o f t e n  u s e d  by I n d i a n  m o t h e r s . [ 4 5 ]
E l i z a b e t h  d e v e l o p e d  c l o s e  b e n d s  w i t h  t h e  women of  t h e  
f am i ly ,  who were p e r h a p s  a s  f r i g h t e n e d  o f  t h e  m a s t e r  a s  o f  
h e r s e l f  .
Hhat  i s  most  s t r i k i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  
n a r r a t i v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  h e r  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  m a s t e r -  
Al though he had b e a t e n  h e r ,  h i t  h e r  l i t t l e  s o n ,  and  
t h r e a t e n e d  t o  k i l l  h e r  b a b y ,  he was n e v e r  m e r e l y  a " s a v a g e "  
bu t  a lw a y s  a s t r u g g l i n g  human b e i n g -  She was t e r r i f i e d  o f  
h i s  t a n t r u m s ,  y e t  she  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  " w h e n - e v e r  he was i n  
such a Temper ,  he w a n t ed  F e e d ,  and  was p i n c h e d  w i th  H un g e r -  
But when he had S u c c e s s  i n  h u n t i n g ,  t o  t a k e  e i t h e r  B e a r s ,  
Be ave r s ,  Bucks o r  F o w l s ,  on which he  c o u l d  f i l l  h i s  B e l l y ,  
he was b e t t e r  h u m o u r e d ,  tho* he was n a t u r a l l y  o f  a v e r y  h o t  
and p a s s i o n a t e  T e m p e r . "  D u t i f u l  s e r v i c e  (and p e r h a p s  h e r  
r e f u s a l  t c  h a t e )  were h e r  w i t n e s s  a g a i n s t  h i m .  A f t e r  a t ime
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the  Lord h i m s e l f  " d i d  s e a s o n a b l y  i n t e r p o s e "  by  c a u s i n g  a 
g r e a t  s i c k n e s s  t o  f a l l  upon t h e  m a s t e r -  H i s  w i f e  c o n f i d e d  
to  E l i z a b e t h  t h a t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  h i s  i l l n e s s  a j u d g m e n t  upon  
him f o r  h i s  m i s t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  c a p t i v e s -  (He had  a l r e a d y  
co n v i n c ed  h i m s e l f  t h a t  t h e  baby  was a " d e v i l "  b e c a u s e  i t  had 
su r v i v e d  so l o n g  on t h e  t r a i l  w i t h o u t  f o o d - )  A f t e r  h i s  
r e c o v e r y ,  he  was n o t  s o  p a s s i o n a t e  o r  s o  a b u s i v e -  " T h i s  I  
took as t h e  L o r d ' s  D o i n g ,  and i t  was m a r v e l l o u s  i n  my 
Eyes- "£ 46 ]
E l i z a b e t h  H a n s e n ' s  c r u e l  m a s t e r  was n e v e r  a s  
t h r e a t e n i n g  a s  Mary B c w l a n d s o n ' s  " s a l v a g e s - "  By h u m a n i z i n g  
him, s h e  r e d u c e d  him f r c a  c o s m i c  t c  d o m e s t i c  s c a l e -  F a c i n g  
t he  c r u e l  a b u s e  of  a weak and  v i o l e n t  man,  sh e  t r i u m p h e d  
t hrough  h e r  own s u b m i s s i v e n e s s -  L i k e  B i c h a r d s o n ' s  P a m e l a ,  
she  knew t h e  m or a l  power  i n  w e a k n e s s -  The u n d e r l y i n g  
message o f  h e r  s t o r y  i s  c l e a r — God w i l l  a v e n g e  t h e  weak and  
p o w e r l e s s ,  b u t  o n l y  s o  l o n g  a s  t h e y  r e m a i n  weak and 
p o w e r l e s s -  A g g r e s s i v e n e s s  and  v i r t u e  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e -  In 
a Quaker n a r r a t i v e  o f  172S,  s u b m i s s i v e n e s s  i s  a C h r i s t i a n  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a p e c u l i a r l y  f e m i n i n e  q u a l i t y ,  t h o u g h  t h e  
a l i gnmen t  of t h e  p o o r  c a p t i v e  and  t h e  e q u a l l y  d o w n t r o d d e n  
Ind i an  women a g a i n s t  t h e  s i n g l e  a b u s i v e  male  i s  s t r i k i n g ,  
f o r eshadowing  t h e  h e l p l e s s  v i c t i m s  o f  t e m p e r a n c e  t r a c t s  o r  
nove l s -
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Hary R o w l a n d s o n ' s n a r r a t i v e  had e p i c  d i m e n s i o n s  b e c a u s e  
he r  p e r s o n a l  s t r u g g l e  p a r a l l e l e d  a n a t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e -  
R e l i g i o u s , p o l i t i c a l ,  . and  p e r s o n a l  t h e m e s  c o a l e s c e d  a s  t h e y  
had i n  t h e  t a l e  o f  Hannah D u s t c n .  E l i z a b e t h  H a n s e n ,  on t h e  
o t h e r  h a n d ,  s t o o d  o u t s i d e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d -  She  c o u l d  s y m p a t h i z e  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s  
because  a s  a Q u a k e r  s h e  d i d  n e t  f u l l y  i d e n t i f y  w i th  t h e  u a r -  
The two n a r r a t i v e s  d e s c r i b e  a r e l i g i o n  c f  o u t s i d e r s  and o f  
i n s i d e r s -  As a  m i n i s t e r s  w i f e  and a c o v e n a n t e d  c h u r c h  
member, Mary Ro w l a n d so n  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  e l e c t -  F o r  h e r ,  
s a l v a t i o n  came t h r o u g h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
power fu l— wi th  t h e  S a i n t s  and w i t h  God- For  E l i z a b e t h  
Hansen s a l v a t i o n  d i d  n o t  come t h r o u g h  a f f i l i a t i o n  b u t  
t h rough t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o r  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  c f  G o d - l i k e  
q u a l i t i e s  i n  h e r s e l f  o r  e t h e r s .
Now, i f  we e x t e n d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e i r  c a p t i v i t y  
beyond t h e  s p e c i f i c  i m p r i s o n m e n t  t c  t h e  l a r g e r  wor ld  o f  
n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  d a y - t o - d a y  and  p e r h a p s  
ha rd ly  r e a l i z e d  s u b j e c t i o n  im p o s e d  by t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  and 
p a t r i a r c h a l  n a t u r e  c f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  which  t h e y  l i v e d ,  t h e  
s t r i k i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t  r e s p o n s e s  c f  t h e  two women s u g g e s t  two 
r e l i g i o u s  modes a v a i l a b l e  t o  women- (He a r e  t a l k i n g  h e r e  
about  p e r s o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  r e s p o n s e s ,  n o t  a b o u t  s p e c i f i c  
" P u r i t a n ” o r  " Q u a k e r ” q u a l i t i e s ) .  A woman l i k e  Mary 
Rowlandson,  s t r u g g l i n g  t c  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  a g a i n s t  t h e
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w i l d e r n e s s  w i t h i n ,  would  i d e n t i f y  s t r o n g l y  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  o f  
house kee pe r -  She wou l d  t e  a s u p p o r t i v e  w i f e  and a f r i e n d l y  
ne ighbo r  t o  women l i k e  h e r s e l f ,  h u t  e x t r e m e l y  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  
o u t s i d e r s  and  p e r h a p s  e v e n  a g g r e s s i v e  when s h e  f e l t  t h a t  h e r  
a u t h o r i t y  o r  h e r  p r o p e r t y  had  b e e n  c h a l l e n g e d -  Be ca u se  h e r  
sense  o f  w or th  c a n e  t h r o u g h  a f f i l i a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  
m er i t ,  she  would a l l y  s t r o n g l y  w i t h  a m i n i s t e r  and a c h u r c h -  
A woman l i k e  E l i z a b e t h  Hansen  m ig h t  i d e n t i f y  more c l o s e l y  
wi th t h e  n u r t u r i n g  r o l e s -  She  would be  mere t r u s t i n g  o f  h e r  
n e i g h b o r s ,  more l i k e l y  t c  c r o s s  b a r r i e r s  c f  g e n d e r  and  r a c e  
i n  a r e l i g i o u s  c o n t e x t ,  h u t  i r o n i c a l l y  e ve n  more s u b m i s s i v e  
and o b e d i e n t ,  even  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  r e s i s t  p e r c e i v e d  i n j u s t i c e  
or o p p r e s s i o n ,  e v e n  more  r e l u c t a n t  t o  a s su me  male  q u a l i t i e s ,  
and a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  more f u l l y  ' • f emin ine* '  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
cen tury  s e n s e -  A l t h o u g h  s h e  wculd  have  s u b s t i t u t e d  t h e  word 
C h r i s t i a n  f o r  t h e  word woman, E l i z a b e t h  Hansen  would  hav e  
unde rs tood  t h e  meaning  o f  H a w t h c r n e * s  comment  t h a t  ' 'woman 
must s t r i k e  t h r o u g h  h e r  own h e a r t  t o  r e a c h  a human l i f e ,  
whatever  were t h e  m o t i v e  t h a t  i m p e l l e d  h e r - " [ 4 7 ]
T he r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  d i s t u r b i n g l y  f a m i l i a r  a b o u t  t h e  
heroism o f  E l i z a b e t h  H a n s e n -  As Ann D o u g l a s  h a s  d e s c r i b e d  
i t ,  p o p u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Amer i ca  was 
permeated w i t h  j u s t  s u c h  i n r o c e n t  v i c t i m s ,  p a c i f i c  
c i v i l i a n s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  " m a s s a c r e d  o r  m u t i l a t e d  i n  a  war f o r  
which" t h e y  had  "no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , "  o r  g u i l t l e s s  w i v e s  o f
514
the t e m p e r a n c e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  c r  l c n g - s u f f e r i n g  and 
e v e r - p a t i e n t  m o t h e r s . £ 4 8 ]  Such i m a g e r y  was n o t  i n v e n t e d  i n  
t he  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  H a n s e n ’ s  s t o r y  r e m i n d s  
us.  I t  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  Nor  was i t  p a s s e d  on 
to  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  A m e r i c a  by Q u a k e r s ,  t h o u g h  i t  was ,  a s  
Douglas d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  p ro m o t e d  by r e l i g i o u s  " o u t s i d e r s , "  
t h a t  i s  by members o f  c h u r c h e s  which we re  t o l e r a t e d  {as 
Dover ' s  Qua ke r s  we re )  t u t  on t h e  p e r i p h e r y  c f  s o c i a l  and  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e . [ 4 9 ]
But  i n  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d ,  t h r o u g h  mos t  o f  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  r e l i g i o n  was n e v e r  f a r  f r om p o l i t i c s ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n c e  c f  women i n  t h e  c h u r c h e s .  
" F e m i n i z a t i o n "  i s  n o t  j t s t  a m a t t e r  o f  m e m b e r s h ip  b u t  o f  
d o c t r i n e .  P a s s i v e  v i c t i m s  c o u l d  e x i s t  s i d e  by  s i d e  wi th  
avenging J a e l s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  l i t e r a t u r e  cif New E n g l a n d  
because Old T e s t a m e n t  r e l i g i o n  c o e x i s t e d  w i t h  New. I n  1745 ,  
newly awakened f a r m e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  and m e r c h a n t s  c a p t u r e d  
t he  F rench  f o r t r e s s  a t  l e u i s b u r g  i n  t h e  name of  t h e  L o rd  o f  
Hosts.  Th e re  was no Hannah D u s t o n  i n  t h i s  w a r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  
focus o f  c o n f l i c t  had  s h i f t e d  f rom i s o l a t e d  g a r r i s i o n s  t o  
b a t t l e f i e l d s ,  b u t  t h e  O ld  T e s t a m e n t  God was t h e r e .  As t h e  
t r oops  p r e p a r e d  t o  s a i l  f r cm  B o s t o n  h a r b o r ,  t h e  c h a p l a i n  of  
the e x p e d i t i o n ,  o l d  Samuel  Moody o f  York ,  s u p p o s e d l y  s e i z e d  
a h a t c h e t  and e x c l a i m e d ,  "The Sword o f  t h e  L o r d  and  o f  
Gideon."  He would h a v e  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  c f  t e a r i n g  down the
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c ro s s e s  and  i m a g e s  i n  t h e  F r e n c h  c h u r c h  and  o f  p r e a c h i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  p r o t e s t a n t  s e r m o n  i n  t h e  f o r t r e s s . [ 50  ] P e r h a p s  t h o s e  
of  h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  who had l e s t  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  o v e r  
the y e a r s  c o u l d  t a k e  c o m f o r t  i n  t h a t .
*  *  *
When Hannah Du s t o n  s a t  i n  C o t t o n  M a t h e r ’ s  c h u r c h  on 
t h a t  morning i n  1 6 9 7 ,  s h e  h e a r d  h e r s e l f  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
p r a i s e d  as  a d e l i v e r e r  c f  Z i c n  and a d m o n i s h e d  a s  a r e l i g i o u s  
l ag ga r d -  "You a r e  n o t  now t h e  S l a v e s  o f  I n d i a n s ,  a s  you
were a few Dayes  a g o , "  Ma t he r  had  t o l d  t h e  c a p t i v e s ,  " b u t  i f
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you c o n t i n u e  Onhumbled ,  i n  y o u r  S i n s ,  You w i l l  be  t h e  S l a v e s  
of  D e v i l s . "[ 5 1 ]  I n  h i s  p r i v a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i th  h e r ,  M a t h e r  
must have  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  s h e ,  l i k e  many o t h e r  men and women 
of he r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  h ad  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  c h u r c h -  Though 
bap t i z ed  a s  c h i l d r e n ,  t h e y  h a d  f a i l e d  e i t h e r  t o  "own t h e  
covenant"  o r  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  n e c e s s a r y  
for  f u l l  memb er s h ip .  C o t t o n  M a th e r  was d e t e r m i n e d  t o  s e t  
Mew E n g l a r d ' s  h e r o i c  J a e l  s g u a r e l y  upon t h e  r o a d  t o  
s a l v a t i o n .  P e r h a p s  h i s  s e rmon had seme e f f e c t ,  b u t  i f  so  
the  t i m i n g  was c u r i o u s .  Hannah D u s t c n  owned t h e  c o v e n a n t  i n  
H a v e r h i l l  F i r s t  c h u r c h  i n  J u n e  o f  1719 ,  j u s t  t w e n t y  two 
years  a f t e r  h e r  d e l i v e r a n c e  f ro m t h e  I n d i a n s .  She  was 
admi t ted  t o  t h e  L o r d ' s  t a f c l e  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  i n  March o f  
1724 a t  t h e  age  o f  6 7 .  I n  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n  t a k e n  down by  
H a v e r h i l l ' s  m i n i s t e r ,  s h e  s p o k e  o f  h e r  c a p t i v i t y  a s  " t h e
5 1 6
C o m f o r t  a b l e s t  t ime  t h a t  e v e r  I  had I d n]  A f f l i c t i o n  God made 
h i s  Word Comfor tab le  to  m e . n[ 5 2 ]
Hannah D u s t o n ' s  l o n g  j o u r n e y  t o  £ h e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  L o r d  
was no t  u n u s u a l -  Few f o l k s  i r  H a v e r h i l l  were owning t h e  
covenant  in  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  c f  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .
Perhaps  t h e  c h u r c h  h a d  grown c o m p l a c e n t  u n d e r  t h e  l o n g  
m in i s t r y  c f  J o h n  Ward- P e r h a p s  t h e  new p a s t o r ,  Be n j amin  
Rol fe ,  l a c k e d  e n e r g y  o r  was t o e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
c r i s e s  of  war t o  wor ry  a b o u t  memb er s h ip  s t a t i s t i c s .  Fo r  
Hannah, t h e r e  were e v e n  more p r e s s i n g  p r o b l e m s .  Soon a f t e r  
her  c a p t i v i t y  s h e  became  p r e g n a n t  a g a i n  ( f o r  t he  t h i r t e e n t h  
time i n  h e r  t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f  m a r r i a g e ) , and  t h e r e  were  m e a l s  
to be g o t t e n  and p i g s  t o  be s l o p p e d  and a new h o u s e  t o  
bu i ld -  Ha nn ah ' s  e v e n t u a l  c o n v e r s i o n  f o l l o w e d  a r e j u v e n a t i o n  
of  t h e  c h u rc h  u n d e r  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  new m i n i s t e r ,  J ohn  Brown,  
and came a f t e r  a p e r i o d  o f  r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  town 
and f o r  t h e  Du s to n  f a m i l y .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  T h c a a s  D u s t c n  b u i l t  a s o l i d  b r i c k  h o u s e ,  
matching h i s  w i f e ' s  b r i e f  moment o f  g l o r y  by f r e g u e n t  an d  
a p p a r e n t l y  v a l u e d  s e r v i c e  i n  communi ty  a f f a i r s . £ 5 3 j  The 
" co m f o r t s ” o f  c a p t i v i t y  had been  f o l l o w e d  by  e t h e r  c o m f o r t s  
more t a n g i b l e .
What we c a n ' t  knew ,  c f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  H a n n a h ' s  
soul  d u r i n g  t h a t  l o n g  p e r i o d  c f  g r o w i n g  and  w a i t i n g .  Did 
Ma ther ' s  words r e t u r n  t o  h e r  i n  t h e  n i g h t  a s  s h e  s t o o d  o v e r
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a s i c k  bed o r  w a t c h e d  h e r  p a r e n t s  d i e ?  " L e t  me t e l l  y o u ,  A 
S l ave ry  t o  D e v i l s ,  t o  be  i n  T h e i r  H a n d s ,  i s  wo r s e  t h a n  t o  be  
i n  t h e  Hands of  I n d i a n s , "  P o n d e r i n g  t h e s e  w o r d s ,  d i d  s h e  
ever  t h i n k  o f  h e r  s i s t e r  E l i z a b e t h ?  I f  s c ,  sh e  d i d  n o t  s a y  
so- In  h e r  c o n f e s s i o n ,  s h e  m e n t i o n e d  h e a r i n g  "Hr  Moody 
preach"  {Samuel  Moody o f  York?)  , and  s h e  s a i d  s h e  had  f o u n d  
comfor t  i n  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s -  She  h a d  wan t ed  t o  o f f e r  h e r s e l f  
"from t i m e  t o  t i m e  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  S e t t l e m e n t  c f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
M i n i s t e r , "  b u t  " D e l a y s  and  f e a r s "  had p r e v a i l e d  upon h e r .
Now a t  t h e  " E l e v e n t h  h o u r , "  s h e  a s k e d  t o  be a d m i t t e d  among 
t he  S a i n t s . £ 5 4 ]  Q u i e t l y ,  l i k e  h u n d r e d s  o f  e t h e r  women 
be fo r e  h e r ,  t h i s  f i e r c e  d a u g h t e r  o f  2 i o n  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
law of  C h r i s t -
Hannah D u s t o n ’ s  h e r o i s m  b e l o n g s  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  
h i s t o r i c a l  moment.  H e r  v i o l e n c e  was p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  s h e  
had been r a i s e d  i n  a w o r l d  where  women s l a u g h t e r e d  p i g s  and 
fought  t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s ;  i t  was p e r m i s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  was 
d i r e c t e d  i n  w a r t i m e  a t  a h a t e d  enemy;  a nd  i t  was p u b l i s h a b l e  
because t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  i n  New E n g l a n d  h a d  n o t  y e t  
become t h e  r e f u g e  o f  t h e  weak.
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14. E s s e x F i l e s . V I I ,  245-  I n  t h e i r  own town t h e y  became  
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A f t e r w o r d
l a  a s m a l l  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  i n  Keene ,  New H a m p s h i r e  t h e r e  
i s  a s t o n e  comm em or a t i ng  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  Madam Ru th  W h i t n e y ,  
who d i e d  i n  November  o f  1788 .  She h a d  m a r r i e d  a n d  s u r v i v e d  
two M a s s a c h u s e t t s  m i n i s t e r s ,  ha d  l i v e d  t h r o u g h  communi ty  
c o n f l i c t s  and a r e v o l u t i o n ,  h ad  s e e n  h e r  o l d e s t  so n  e x i l e d  
as  a l o y a l i s t ,  and  had  f i n a l l y  come t o  l i v e  i n  a p i c t u r e s g u e  
New Hampsh i r e  town c e n t e r e d  a r c u n d  a v i l l a g e  c h u r c h ,  where  
her s o n - i n - l a w  was g r o w i n g  r i c h  a s  a t r u s t e e  of  l o y a l i s t  
e s t a t e s  and a " c r i s p  f o r e c l o s e r  o f  m o r t g a g e s . "  None o f  t h i s  
t u r m o i l  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  h e r  e p i t a p h ,  w h i ch  l i k e  h u n d r e d s  o f  
o t h e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  economy i n  f a m i l i a r  p h r a s e s -  "As t h i s  
s t on e  c a n n o t  t e l l  a l l  h e r  v i r t u e s , "  i t  s a i d ,  " s u f f i c e  i t  t o  
say,  t h a t  a s  a w i f e  s h e  was p r u d e n t  and f a i t h f u l ,  a s  a 
mother d i s c r e e t  a n d  t e n d e r ,  a s  a n e i g h b o r  f r i e n d l y  and 
c h a r i t a b l e ,  a s  a C h r i s t i a n  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  e x e m p l a r y - " [  1 ]
I he  m e m o r i a l i s t  n e g l e c t e d  t o  add a r e f e r e n c e  t o  s e r v a n t s .
An o v e r s i g h t  r a t h e r  t h a n  any  commi tmen t  t o  e g a l i t a r i a n  
housekeep ing  p r o b a b l y  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h a t ;  Madam W h i t n e y  ha d
5Z.4
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u n d o ub t ed l y  b e e n  a k i n d  and  " a w e f u l "  m i s t r e s s  i n  h e r  t i m e .
I d e a l s  hav e  a s t a y i n g  f e w e r  s e l d om  r e f l e c t e d  i n  l i f e -  
Madam H h i t n e y ' s  w o r l d  was n o t  D o r o t h y  D u d l e y ' s  w o r l d .  Ye t  
t h e  l i v e s  o f  b o t h  women were d e f i n e d ,  i f  n o t  d e s c r i b e d ,  i n  
t h e  r o l e s  p a r a d e d  i n  t h e i r  e p i t a p h s .  As t h i s  s t u d y  h a s  
a t t e m p t e d  t o  show ,  t h o s e  r o l e s  were n e i t h e r  s i m f l e  n o r  
i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h em i s  i m p o r t a n t  b o t h  t o  
the h i s t o r y  o f  c o l o n i a l  Amer i ca  and  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  
American women.
In  t h e  s t u d y  o f  e a r l y  New E n g l a n d ,  g e n d e r  i s  a s  
i m p o r t a n t  a  c a t e g o r y  a s  r a c e ,  w e a l t h ,  a g e ,  g e o g r a p h y ,  o r  
r e l i g i o n .  I f  women h a d  i n d e e d  l i v e d  i n  a f i x e d  and  
encha n t ed  c i r c l e ,  s e a l e d  c f f  f rom t h e  d i s p a r a t e ,  s g u a b b l i n g ,  
and s t r u g g l i n g  w o r l d  c f  n e i g h b c r h o o d s  and  t o w n s ,  t h e i r  s t o r y  
would s t i l l  be  i m p o r t a n t  t o  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
p a s t .  But a s  we ha v e  s e e n ,  t h e  c i r c l e  o f  f e m a l e  l i f e  spun  
outward i n t o  t h e  web c f  communi ty  and  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e .  I n  
ch u rches  and i n  n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  women p r o t e c t e d  and  p ro m o te d  
t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s ,  u s i n g  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  a s  o b e d i e n t  
wives,  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  a s  d e p u t y  h u s b a n d s ,  t h e i r  power  a s  
f r i e n d l y  n e i g h b o r s ,  and  t h e i r  s t a t u r e  a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  
C h r i s t i a n s .  The s t o r y  o f  women i s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  s i m p l y  
because i f  a f f e c t e d  wha t  we h a v e  come t o  know a s  t h e  h i s t o r y  
o f  e a r l y  new E n g l a n d  t u t  b e c a u s e  i t  was p a r t  o f  t h a t  
h i s t o r y ,  i t  i s  h a r d l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  • ' communi ty1'
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in such a s e t t i n g  w h i l e  i g n o r i n g  t h e  d i s t i n c t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  
women o r  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  ’' f a m i l y "  w h i l e  f o c u s i n g  e n t i r e l y  
upon f a t h e r s  and  s o n s — a s  i n  f a c t  a number  o f  i m p o r t a n t  
works i n  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s  ha v e  d o n e .
To borrow a metaphor  from m id wife r y ,  women have f c r  too lo ng  
been seen as b e a r e r s  o f  a h i s t o r y  to  which men have 
c o n t r ib u t e d  th e  " s p i r i t o u s  p a r t . "
H i s t o r i a n s  c a n n o t  be  b l a m e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  
s ee  what  s o c i e t y  a s  a w ho le  had  l o n g  i g n o r e d .  The r e c o v e r y  
of women's h i s t o r y  i s  p a r t  o f  a l a r g e r  movement  t o  r e a s s e s s  
and r e d e f i n e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women i n  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
world.  "Good H i v e s , "  t h e n ,  i s  a d d r e s s e d  n o t  j u s t  t o  
c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y  b u t  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  h i s t o r y  o f  Amer i can  
women. I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h a t  h i s t o r y  h a s  b e e n  moving f ro m  
an e a r l y  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i th  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e f o r m  
and has  p e r s u a s i v e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  
o r d i n a r y  and t h e  d o m e s t i c .  Ye t  e v e n  t h e  b e s t  o f  r e c e n t  work 
s ee s  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  ( w h e t h e r  d e f i n e d  a s  
p r e - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  o r  p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y )  a s  a s t a t i c  
backdrop to  l a t e r  c h a n g e s -  T h i s  s t u d y  had  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
many key f e a t u r e s  o f  t h o s e  c h a n g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
m a g n i f i c a t i o n  o f  m o t h e r h o o d ,  t h e  i d e a l i 2 a t i c n  of  c o n j u g a l  
love,  and  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  c f  f e m a l e  r e l i g i o s i t y ,  were c l e a r l y  
v i s i b l e  i n  n o r t h e r n  New I n g l a n d  b e f o r e  1750-  O t h e r  f e a t u r e s  
of women's h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  s u c h  a s
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the o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  c h a r i t a b l e  or moral reform s o c i e t i e s ,  
had a n t e c e d e n t s  i n  t h e  i n f e r n a l  bu t  c r u c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  of 
women in  c o l o n i a l  ne ig hborhoods .
This i s  net  to deny s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
seventeenth and n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  women, bu t  i t  i s  to argue 
tha t  a sea rch  f o r  a " t u r n i n g  p o i n t "  in women's h i s t o r y  may 
be misplaced.  The s t o r y  cf  f emale  e x p e r i e n c e  in New England 
i s  not to be found in a l i n e a r  p r o g r e s s i o n  from da rk nes s  
in to  l i g h t ,  from c o n s t r i c t e d  t c  expanding o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  
from ne ga t iv e  to  p o s i t i v e  v a l u a t i o n  (or v ice  v e r s a ) ,  bu t  in 
a convoluted and sometimes t a ng led  embroidery of  l o s s  and 
gain, accomodation and r e s i s t a n c e .  There can be no simple 
explanat ion of f emale s t a t u s  because t h a t  s t a t u s  i s  in 
i t s e l f  so complex.  To e n l a r g e  the  r o l e  of deputy husband 
might mean t o  c o n t r a c t  the  o f t e n  h ig h ly  c h e r i s h e d  r o l e s  of 
housekeeper and mother .  To enhance the  domest ic  might mean 
to n e g l e c t  t h e  communal, to  c c n t r o l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  t o  los e  
one's  sexua l  n a t u r e ,  to  a b j u r e  v io le n ce  tc  abandon the  r i g h t  
to r e s i s t .
Such changes were n e i t h e r  w i l l f u l l y  imposed nor 
consciously chosen.  They were p a r t  cf  much l a r g e r  changes 
in the h i s t o r y  cf the western world,  ye t  they  a re  bes t  
understood in the  c l o s e  e x p l o r a t i o n  of th e  l i v e s  of o rd in a ry  
women and men l i v i n g  in  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e s  and t i m e s .
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(Sa rah  Sevey)  i s  my Name,
England i s  ay N a t i o n ,
( P o r t s m o u t h )  i s  my d u e l l i n g  p l a c e .
And C h r i s t  i s  my s a l v a t i o n .
From Portsmouth i n  1733 t c  J a y ,  Maine i n  1810,  New England
g i r l s  worked s i m i l a r  s e n t i m e n t s  o n t o  t h e  l i n e n  g ro un d  o f
t h e i r  s a m p i e r s . [ 2 ]  T h e i r  l i v e s  were d e f i n e d  c o t  o n l y  by
gender ,  but  by a p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  a g e o g r a p h i c  and
demographic s e t t i n g ,  and a m a t r i x  c f  c u l t u r a l  and r e l i g i o u s
va lue s .  I f  a f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y
r e g u i r e s  «omen*s h i s t o r y ,  t h e n  t h e  r e v e r s e  i s  a l s o  t r u e .
To borrow a m e t a p h c r  f rom E u r i t a n  sermon l i t e r a t u r e ,  
good s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  l i k e  m a r r i a g e ,  r e g u i r e s  " m u t u a l  
s u p p o r t s .  "
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1. Mrs.  J o s i a h  C a r p e n t e r ,  G r a ve s t c r e  I n s c r i p t i o n s .  . i n  
t h e  s t a t e  o f  Mew H a s p s h i r e ,  (Ca mbr id ge :  B i v e r s i d e  
P r e s s ,  1913) , p.  23 .  Mrs .  H h i t n e y  was t h e  widow o f  
t h e  Eeverend  Eav id  S t e a r n s  o f  L u n e n b u r g ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  
and t h e  Rev.  Aaron Whi tney o f  P e t e r s h a m .  Si b l e y " s  
Harvard G r a d u a t e s ,  X, 260 ;  < x i i ,  63 ;  < x i i i ,  €4 5 - 6 ;
< x i v ,  9 0 - 9 2 ,  3 7 7 - 8 ,  f o r  a c c o u n t s  o f  h u s b a n d s  and  s o n s .
2. C a r o l i n e  Co le  H o l l i n g s w o r t h ,  " E m b r o i d e r y  i n  t h e  
S o c i e t y ' s  C o l l e c t i o n , "  Old l i m e  Mew En g l a n d ,  < l v i  
( 1966 ) ,  69;  Glee  K r u e g e r ,  New Eng l a nd Sampl e r s  To 1840 ,  
( S t u r b r i d g e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ;  Old s t u r b r i d c e  V i l l a g e ,  
1978) ,  F i g u r e s  12 and 18;  E t h e l  Stanwood B o l t o n  and Eva 
J o h n s t o n  Coe ,  Ameri can  S a n d e r s . ( B o s t o n :  The 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  S o c i e t y  c f  C o l o n i a l  Barnes o f  Amer i ca ,  
1921) ,  pp .  2 4 4 ,  316 .  B e l t o n  and Coe d a t e  t h i s  v e r s e  
from 1708 i n  Amer ica  b u t  dc n o t  i n d i c a t e  where  i t  was 
f i r s t  u s e d .  Some t imes  t h e  " n a t i o n "  i s  E n g l a n d ,  
somet imes  New E n g l a n d .
B i b l i o g r a p h i c  E s s a y
Ten y ea rs  ago,  i n  an e s s a y  u r g i n g  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  
'•the a c t u a l  r e co r d  
past ,  Gerda L e r n e r  
post - re  v o l u t i c n a r y  
c o l o n i a l  women can  
l i t e r a t u r e . "  {"New 
American H i s t o r y ,  "
1969),  p p .  5 3 - 6 2 ,  
a s t o n i s h i n g ,  y e t  g i v e n  t h e  d e a r t h  c f  r e s e a r c h  on Amer i can  
women i n  any e r a ,  i t  was u n d e r s t a n d a b l e -  F o r  c o l o n i a l  
women, t h e r e  were  a f t e r  a l l  a number  o f  n o t a b l e  vo lu mes  
produced in t h e  l a t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  o r  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r i e s :  A l i c e  Morse E a r l e ' s  many b o o k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
C o l o n i a l  Dames and  Good Bi ve s  ( E o s t o n ,  189 5) and Home L i f e  
i n  Colon i a l  Da vs (New Yo r k ,  1898) ; E l i z a b e t h  Anthony 
D e x t e r ' s  C o l o n i a l  Women c f  A f f a i r s  ( B c s t c n ,  1 9 2 4 ) ;  Mary 
Summer B e n s o n ' s  wcmen i n  E i g h t e e n t h - C e n t u r v  Amer i ca  (New 
York, 1935) ; and J u l i a  C h e r r y  S p r u i l l ' s  Women' s  L i f e  and  
i n  t h e  So u t h e r n  C o l o n i e s  (C h a p e l  H i l l ) ,  N -C- ,  1938 ) -  
These  w e r e  p i o n e e r i r g  w o r k s ,  i m p o r t a n t  b u t  l i m i t e d ,  
p r i m a r i l y  a n e c d o t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n a l y t i c a l ,  h e a v i l y  w e i g h t e d  
toward t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  and  o f  c o u r s e  u n t u n e d  t o  t h e  
s o r t s  o f  e conomic  and s o c i a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  which  l a t e r
o f  women ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s "  i n  t h e  Am er i can  
r e c o n n e n d e d  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on t h e  
e r a ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  s t o r y  o f  
be  g u i t e  f u l l y  t r a c e d  t h r o u g h  s e c o n d a r y  
A p p r o a c h e s  t c  t h e  S t u d y  c f  Women i n  
J o u r na l  o f  S o c i a l  H i s t o r y , 3 : 1  ( F a l l ,
) I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  h e r  s t a t e m e n t  s eems
f e k . .
S 3  O
h i s t o r i a n s  would  f i n d  e s s e n t i a l .  T h e i r  i n s i g h t s  we re  n o t  
pu r sue d  i n  l a t e r  w o r k s .  E u g e n i e  L e o n a r d ,  S o p h i e  D r i n k e r ,  
and Mi r i am H o l d e n ' s  e x h a u s t i v e  b u t  u n c r i t i c a l  b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  
The A me r i ca n  Women i n  C o l o n i a l  and Re v o l ut i o n a r y  T im es ,  
15 6 5 - 1800 { P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1962) g i v e s  t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  
f u l l n e s s  where  no ne  e x i s t s .  T r a c i n g  t h e i r  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  
p r e r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  c an  o n l y  c o n f i r m  t h e  s u p e r f i c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  wh ich  women had  r e c e i v e d  i n  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r i e s .
As a c o n s e g u e n c e ,  i n  m os t  s u r v e y s  and  i n  many 
s p e c i a l i z e d  s t u d i e s  o f  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  women, t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  was s e e n  a s  a s t a t i c ,  d i m l y  s k e t c h e d  b u t  a t  
t h e  same t i m e  e s s e n t i a l  b a c k d r o p  t o  l a t e r  c h a n g e s .  I f  t h e  
emphas i s  was on t h e  E m e r g e n c e  o f  f e m i n i s m ,  a s  i n  E l e a n o r  
F l e x n e r ' s  C e n t u r y  o f  S t r u g g l e  {Cambr idge ,  M a s s . ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  was s e e n  a s  an  e r a  o f  s u p p r e s s i o n  and  
s u p e r s t i t i o n .  I f  t h e  e n p h a s i s  was on t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  
• 'V i c t o r i a n 1' womanhood,  a s  i n  Page  S m i t h ' s  Daug h t e r s  o f  t h e  
Promised Land ( B o s t o n  and  T o r o n t o ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  e a r l y  Amer i ca  
became a wor ld  o f  s h a r e d  work and h e a l t h y  s e n s u a l i t y .
A l thou gh  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  P u r i t a n  women was 
s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  Edmund S.  M o r g a n ' s  The 
Pur i t  an F ami ly  ( B o s t o n ,  1944) , most  e x c u r s i o n s  i n t o  f a m i l y  
h i s t o r y  gave l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  w i v e s  and  m o t h e r s .  B y ro n  
F a i r c h i l d ' s  Me s s r s .  B i l l i a a  P e c p e r e l l  ( I t h a c a ,  N . H . ,  1954) 
was c o r r e c t l y  named.  The v a r i o u s  M i s t r e s s e s  P e p p e r e l l  do
n o t  a p p e a r -  E q u a l l y  n a r r o w  i n  t h e i r  c o n c e p t  o f  f a m i l y  were
John W a t e r s ,  whose O t i s  F a m i l y i n  P r o v i n c i a l  and
Revolu t i o r a r y  Massach  us e t t s  {Chape l  H i l l ,  N . D . ,  1968)  
i g n o r e d  even  so  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  an O t i s  a s  Mercy B a r r e n ,  and  
P h i l i p  G r e v e n ,  whose F o u r  G e n e r a t i o n s  { I t h a c a ,  1970)  m i g h t  
b e t t e r  h a v e  been  t i t l e d  " f a t h e r s  an d  s o n s - "  F a m i l y  
h i s t o r i a n s  l e s s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m i c  t h a n  
wi th  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  hav e  n e c e s s a r i l y  g i v e n  g r e a t e r  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  women- J o h n  Demos,  i n  h i s  s u g g e s t i v e  h u t  
t h i n l y  d o c u m e n te d  s t u d y  o f  P ly m ou th  c o l o n y ,  A L i t t l e
Commonwealth (New Yo r k ,  197 0 ) ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f
wives and  m o t h e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  h u s b a n d s ,  f a t h e r s ,  c h i l d r e n ,  
and s e r v a n t s .  C u r i o u s l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a f o c u s  on c h i l d r e a r i n g  
has  n o t  a l w a y s  p r o d u c e d  a w a r e n e s s  o f  g e n d e r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  
pe rhap s  b e c a u s e  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  model s  upon which such  
s t u d i e s  a r e  b a s e d  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  o f  women a s  t h e  
m i r r o r  image  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g y  c f  men- P h i l i p  G r e v e n ’s  The 
P r o t e s t a n t  Temperamen t  {New York ,  1977) i s  a l m o s t  a s  
s i n g l e - m i c d e d l y  male  a s  f o u r  Ge n e r a t i o n s , i f  o n l y  b e c a u s e  
h i s  few f e m a l e  e x a m p l e s  f i t  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e  s o  p o o r l y .  
P s y c h o - h i s t o r y  h a s  y e t  t c  p r o f i t  f r om t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  
a p p r o a c h e s  of  su c h  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  J e a n  B a k e r  M i l l e r ,
Toward a New P s y c h o l o g y  o f  Women ( B o s t o n ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  o r  Nancy 
Chodorcw, The Be p rod  u c t i o n o f  B o t h e r i n g  (Los  A n g e l e s ,  1 9 7 8 ) .
At t h e  same t i m e ,  a number  o f  h i s t o r i a n s ,  b r i n g i n g  
narrow q u e s t i o n s  t o  l a r g e l y  u n e x p l o r e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  h av e  be gun  
to q u e s t i o n  many a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  women i n  
t h e  e a r l y  Amer i can  p a s t .  Nancy  F.  C o t t  e x p l o r e d  m a r i t a l  
s t a t u s  as s e e n  t h r o u g h  d i v o r c e  r e c o r d s  i n  two a r t i c l e s ,  
"Divo rce  and t h e  C h a n g i n g  S t a t u s  o f  Komen i n  
E i g h t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , n wMC 3 rd  s e r . ,  XXXII
(1976) ,  5 8 6 - 6 1 4 ,  and  " E i g h t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  F a m i l y  and S o c i a l  
L i f e  R e v e a l e d  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  D i v o r c e  R e c o r d s , "  J o u r n a l  o f  
S o c i a l  H i s t o r y , X (1976)  ,  2 0 - 4 3 .  Mary E e t h  N o r t o n  
undermined t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  E l i z a b e t h  Anthony  D e x t e r  i n  
her  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  l o y a l i s t  p a p e r s ,  d e s c r i b e d  i n  
" E i g h t e e n t h - C e n t u r y  A m e r i c a s  Semen i n  P e a c e  and  E a r  : The 
Case of  t h e  L o y a l i s t s , "  3 rd  s e r . ,  XXXII ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  3 8 6 - 4 0 9 .
She ha s  d e v e l o p e d  t h i s  a r g u m e n t  u s i n g  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  i n  
L i b e r t y * s  D a u g h t e r s :  The H e v o l u t i o n a r y  Ex p e r i e n c e  o f  
America.n Women, 1750 -  1 8 0 0 , ( B o s t o n ,  198 0 ) .  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
of  f em a le  r e l i g i o u s  s t a t u s  b a s e d  upon s e rmon  l i t e r a t u r e  
appeared  i n  L a u r e l  T h a t c h e r  U l r i c h ,  " V e r t u o u s  Women Foun d :  
New Eng land  M i n i s t e r i a l  L i t e r a t u r e ,  1 6 6 8 - 1 7 3 5 , "  Amer i c a n 
f i i j a r t e r l l *  XXVIII  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .  2 0 - 4 0 ;  M a r g a r e t  H. Masson,  
"The Typo logy  o f  t h e  Fe m a l e  a s  a Model  f o r  t h e  R e g e n e r a t e :  
P u r i t a n  P r e a c h i n g ,  1 6 9 0 - 1 7 3 0 , "  S i g n s  I I  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .
304-315;  and Lonna  H a l m s h e i m e r ,  " D a u g h t e r s  c f  Z i o n ;  New 
England R oo t s  o f  Am er i can  F e m i n i s m , "  New E n g l a n d Q u a r t e r l y ,
(1977) 4 8 4 - 5 0 4 -  Mary Ma p le s  Eunn co mp ar ed  two r e l i g i o u s  
t r a d i t i o n s  i n  " S a i n t s  and  S i s t e r s :  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  a nd  Qua ke r  
Homen i n  The E a r l y  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d , "  Ame r i c a n  Q u a r t e r l y , XXX
(1978 ) .  Ds ing  p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  A l e x a n d e r  K e y s s a r  c h a l l e n g e d  
e a r l i e r  n o t i o n s  i n  h i s  s t u d y  c f  "Widcwhcad  i n  E i g h t e e n t h  
Ce n tu ry  M a s s a c h u s e t t s : A P ro b l em  i n  t h e  B i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
F a m i l y , "  P e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  Am e r i c an  H i s t o r y . V I I I  ( 1974 ) ,  
83-119-  D a n i e l  S c o t t  S m i t h  and  M i c h a e l  H i n d us  r a i s e d  new 
i s s u e s  i n  a s t u d y  o f  m a r r i a g e  and b i r t h  r e c o r d s ,  " P r e m a r i t a l  
P r egnancy  i n  A m e r i c a  1 6 4 0 - 1 9 7 1 :  An Gve rv i ew  and 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  J o u r n a l  o f  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  Hi s t o r y .  V 
(Sp r ing  1 9 7 5 ) ,  5 3 7 - 5 7 0 -  Such a r t i c l e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  
f r u i t f u l n e s s  o f  c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s -  The 
s t udy o f  c o l o n i a l  women,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  s e e n  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  
c o n t e x t  o f  e a r l y  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u r e ,  h a s  b a r e l y  b e g u n .
I n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  c f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  s e ld o m  
p o s s i b l e  t o  l o c a t e  and  i d e n t i f y  " f e m a l e "  m a t e r i a l s -  The 
r e c o r d  o f  women’ s  l i v e s  i s  t h e r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  l a r g e l y  
u n c a t a l o g u e s  and u n d e f i n e d -  The f o o t n o t e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  
c h a p t e r s  fo rm a  more c o m p l e t e  e s s a y  on s o u r c e s  t h a n  can  
p o s s i b l y  be w r i t t e n  h e r e -  A f u l l  l i s t  c f  a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  
used would be more m i s l e a d i n g  t h a n  h e l p f u l  s i n c e  f ew 
r e f e r e n c e s  y i e l d e d  more t h a n  a s c r a p  o r  two o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  
on f em a le  l i f e -  F i v e  s a j c r  c l a s s e s  c f  d o c u m e n t s ,  c a n  be 
more f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d ,  h c - e v e r -
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1- C c u r t  B e c o r d s  were t h e  s i n g l e  m as t  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  
for  f e m a l e  a t t i t u d e s  and  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  f e m a l e  s p e e c h .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  h a s  two m a g n i f i c i e n t  
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p r i n t e d  c o u r t  r e c o r d s .  H a r r i e t  T a p l e y ’ s  
t r a n s c r i p t i o n  o f  s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Es s ex  County  r e c o r d s  
i n c l u d e s  e i g h t  v o l u m e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
and a n i n t h  volume a d d e d  more r e c e n t l y .  B e c o r d s  and F i l e s  
of  the Q u a r t e r l y  C o u r t s  o f  E s s e x  Coun t y  ( Sa l em ,  Mass :  E s s e x  
I n s t i t u t e ,  1911-1975)  .  A d d i t i o n a l  E s s e x  c o u r t  p a p e r s  h a v e  
been p r i n t e d  i n  The S a l em Wit c h c r a f t  Pa p e r s , ed -  P a u l  Boye r  
and S t e p h e n  N i s s e n b a u m ,  3 v c i .  (New Xork ,  1 9 7 7 ) .
H a n u s c r i p t  c o u r t  p a p e r s  f r om s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  New 
Hampshire have  b e e n  moun ted  i n  e l e v e n  v o l u m e s  k e p t  a t  t h e  
New Hampshi re  S t a t e  A r c h i v e s ,  C o n c o r d .  F o r  e i g h t e e n t h  
cen tu ry  New Ha m ps h i r e  and f o r  E s s e x  C o u n t y  l a t e r  c o u r t  
paper s  a r e  f i l e d  by i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e ,  making  i t  a l m o s t  
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  use them f o r  t h e  s o r t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  
here .  The Maine  P r o v i n ce  and  C c u r t  R e c o r d s , on t h e  o t h e r  
hand, c o n t i n u e  i n t o  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n  an  o n g o i n g  
p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  Maine  H i s t c r i c a l  S o c i e t y  a t  P o r t l a n d .
2- P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s , i n c l u d i n g  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  ha ve  been  
pu b l i s h ed  f o r  e a r l y  E s s e x  C o u n t y  a n d  Maine b u t  n o t  f o r  New 
Hampshi re .  (The Maine  i n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  vo lume  
of  t h e  Maine P r o v i n c e a nd  C o u r t  R e c o r d s .  The  E s s e x  
i n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  i n  The P r o b a t e R e c o r d s  o f  E s se x  C o u n t y . 3
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v o l .  ( Sa l em ,  Mass ;  1 9 1 6 - 1 9 2 0 } -  P u b l i s h e d  r e c o r d s  b a r e l y  
h i n t  a t  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  c f  n a n u s c i p t  { r e b a t e  r e c o r d s  i n  s t a t e  
and c o u n t y  a r c h i v e s -  New H a m p s h i r e  p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s  a r e  i n  
m a n u s c r i p t  a t  t h e  s t a t e  a r c h i v e s  and on m i c r o f i l m  a t  t h e  New 
Hampshi re  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y -  Maine i n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  i n  t h e  
York County  C o u r t  H o u s e ,  A l f r e d ,  Ma ine-  E s s e x  C o u n t y  
I n v e n t o r i e s  a r e  a t  t h e  E s s e x  Coun ty  . R e g i s t r y  o f  P r o b a t e  i n  
Salem,  where a l o n e  h i s t o r i a n  may c o m p e t e  f o r  a t t e n t i o n  w i t h  
droves  o f  t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  l a w y e r s -  F o r  a  h e l p f u l  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  u s e  c f  p r o b a t e  r e c o r d s ,  s e e  G l o r i a  L. 
Main, " P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s  a s  a S o u r c e  f o r  E a r l y  Amer ican  
H i s t o r y , "  WHO 3 r d  S e r - ,  XXXII ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  8 9 - 9 9 ,  and  i n  t h e  same 
i s s u e ,  D a n i e l  S c o t t  S m i t h ,  " U n d e r r e g i s t r a t i o n  and B i a s  i n  
P r o b a t e  R e c o r d s :  An A n a l y s i s  c f  D a t a  f r c m  E i g h t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  
Hingham, M a s s a c h u s e t t s , "  1 0 0 - 1 1 2 .
3-  Fa m i l y  P a p e r s  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  1750 o f t e n  
c o n s i s t  o f  d e e d s ,  w i l l s ,  and b u s i n e s s  a c c o u n t s ,  t h o u g h  a few 
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f f e r  s e r i e s  o f  l e t t e r s .  The r i c h e s t  s o u r c e  o f  
f ami ly  p a p e r s  f o r  n o r t h e r n  New E n g l a n d  i s  t h e  Es se x  
I n s t i t u t e .  The mos t  u s e f u l  c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  
were t h e  Ho lyoke  F a m i l y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i r t e e n b o x e s  
spann ing  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s ;  t h e  Curwen F a m i l y  M a n u s c r i p t s ,  
mounted i n  t h r e e  v o l u m e s ;  and  t h e  B a r t o n  F a m i l y  P a p e r s ,  
i u c l u d i n g  t h e  f l a r s t c n  f a m i l y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  volume o n e .
The p u b l i s h e d  Sa l  t o n s t a l l  P a p e r s ,  1607 - 1 8 1 5 , R o b e r t  E-
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Moody, e d -  { B o s t o n ,  1972)  h a v e  an a l m o s t  u n i g u e  s e t  o f  
l e t t e r s  f rom a m o t h e r  t c  d a u g h t e r -  The M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  ha s  p u b l i s h e d  b o t h  t h e  H i l l i a m  P e p p e r e l l  
Pa pe r s  and  t h e  J o n a t h a n  E e l c h e r  P a p e r s -  Bo th  ha v e  
o c c a s i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  t h o u g h  no f e m a l e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  h a s  s u r v i v e d -  The u n p u b l i s h e d  B e l c h e r  
l e t t e r s  a r e  u s e f u l  and ha v e  b e e n  c o n v e n i e n t l y  i n d e x e d  a t  t h e  
end of  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  vo lume-  (E as s  H i s t -  Soc -  
C o l l e c t i o t s , VI ) .
4.  D i a r i e s  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n  h a v e  t e e n  c a t a l o g u e d  i n  
Hi l l i am  Ma t th ew s ,  A m e r i c a n D i a r i e s ,  An A n n o t a t e d  
B i b l i o u r a c h v  { B e r k e l e y ,  C a l i f - ,  19 45) and i n  Amer i can  
D i a r i e s  i n  M a n u s c r i p t  1 5 8 0 - 1 9 5 4  ( A t h e n s ,  G a . ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e r e  a r e  no f e m a l e  d i a r i e s  b e f o r e  1750-  The 
most d e t a i l e d  male d i a r i e s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  Ma t thew  P a t t e n ,  
Joseph Green ,  z a c c h e u s  C c l l i n s ,  and  N i c h o l a s  G i l m a n ,  
d e s c r i b e d  i n  c h a p t e r  s e v e n -  Mary H o l y o k e ' s  d i a r y  i s  p a r t  o f  
a l a r g e r  Holyoke  c o l l e c t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l m a n a c  d i a r i e s  i n  
t h e  Holyoke F a m i l y  C o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e  and  
those  f a m i l y  d i a r i e s  p u b l i s h e d  as  The Ho l y o k e  D i a r i e s  
17 09 - 1856 (Sa lem,  M a s s . ,  1 9 1 1 ) .  The Mary C l e a v e l a n d  " D i a r y ” 
a t  t h e  Essex I n s t i t u t e  i s  a mere  f r a g m e n t -  Male a c c o u n t  
books,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  e x i s t  i n  g r e a t  a b u n d a n c e -  They 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  g i v e  g l i m p s e s  o f  d a i l y  l i f e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  
r e g u i r e  i n d u s t r i o u s  m in i n g  f o r  e v e r y  j e w e l  u n c o v e r e d -
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Account  b o o k s  a r e  c a t a l o g u e d  s e p a r a t e l y  a t  t h e  New H a m p sh i r e  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  and  a t  t h e  E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e .
5- Church  R e c o r d s  c a n  be  f o u n d  i n  a r c h i v e s ,  i n  t r u n k s  
i n  c hu rc h  b a s e m e n t s ,  c r  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  c h u r c h  c l e r k s  who 
spend t h e  w i n t e r  i n  F l o r i d a .  l o r  c l u e s  t o  w h e r e a b o u t s  o f  
c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  r e c o r d s ,  s e e  H a r o l d  F.  f l o r t h l e y ,  An 
I nvent o r y  o f  t h e  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  Pa r t i c u l a r  C h u r c h e s  o f  
Massac h u s e t t s  G a t h e r e d  162 0- 1805 ( C a m b r i d g e ,  1 9 7 0 ) .  T h e r e  
i s  much more t o  be l e a r n e d  a b c u t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  women i n  
ch u rc h es  f rom a c l o s e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  m e m b e r s h i p  p a t t e r n s  and 
of  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .  F o r  a b r i l l i a n t  e x a m p l e  o f  wha t  c an  
be done w i t h  l o c a l  c h u r c h  r e c c r d s ,  s e e  Mary P.  Ryan ,  "A 
Woman's Awaken ing :  E v a n g e l i c a l  R e l i g i o n  and t h e  F a m i l i e s  o f  
Ut ica ,  New York ,  1800 -1840 , '*  A m e r i c a n  Q u a r t e r l y , XXX (1978) 
602-623.
